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I N prefcnting the following Memoirs to the public, it will not be 
incumbent upon me to make any remarks on the interefting 
nature of their contents. It is fufficiently eftabliihed, that the author 
was a man of ability, poileiled of a difpofition Angularly calculated 
for adventures, and brought up in a fchool of irregular warfare, in 
which the intrepidity of his mind, and the power he poffefled of agi- 
tating and impelling the minds of others, were matured by a fevere 
courfc of practice. The obfervations and remarks, which might arife 
from confiderations of this kind, are left to the reader ; my talk will 
coniift in the fimple expolition of fuch fads as tend to fhew the authen- 
ticity of the work, and the degree of credit to which it is entitled. 

About the latter end of the year 1784, Mr, J. Hyacinth de Magellan, 
F. R. S. 6cc. a gentleman well known in every part of Europe, by 
the philofophical correfpondence he has for many years carried on 
with the firft literary charadters, Ihewed me a printed paper in French, 

containing 
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containing propofals for publifliing the memoirs and voyages of the 
Count de Bcnyowfky, in three volumes, by fubfcription j a delign 
which was afterwards given up. The Count was not at that time in 
England, but had departed upon a private expedition to the ifland of 
Madagafcar j in the fitting out of which, Mr. Magellan had advanced 
a very confiderable fum. This expedition was not, however, attended 
with fuccefs : Mr. Magellan determined therefore to publilh this work; 
and accordingly difpofed of the copy to the prelent proprietors, at the 
fame time that he engaged to communicate the tranfadtions of the 
Count, from the conclufion of the prefent Memoirs to the time of his 
death. An unforefeen event rendered him incapable of perfor min g 
this engagement : for foon after Chriftmas, 1788, he was attacked with 
a fevere illnefs, which alfedled his memory fo much as to prevent his 
attending to any literary purfuits, and has continued ever fince; I 
need not enlarge on this unhappy event any farther than to oblcrve 
that it has deprived me of the cxpedled information, and obliged me 
to give a detail of the fadls from his correfpondence. 

This lliort hiftory may ferve to Ihcw by what progrefs the manu- 
fcript came into my hands j and in order to clear myfclf of the llight- 
ell fufpiclon of Handing before the public in any other charadter than 
that which I profefs, as editor of the work, I have recommended to 
the proprietors, to prefent the original copy and drawings to the Brithh 
Mufeum, as a place of depofit peculiarly calculated for the Iccurity of 
tlie public in fuch cafes. To this they very readily agreed j and the 
original French manufeript has accordingly been prefented. It con- 
tains all which is exhibited in the following volumes, except the draw- 
ings of Plates 8, 9, lo, 11,1 5, and 27, which were loft by a fire that 
confumed the houfe of Mr. Heath, the engraver. Proofs of thcle 
plates happened to be preferved ; but the originals and engraved 
plates which were numbered 3, 4, 12, 23, 24, 25, were irrecover- 
ably loft by the fame accident, and do not therefore appear either in 

this 
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this publication, or the original. They confifted chiefly of views 
and figures. I have likewifc thought it of advantage to divide the 
matter which preceeds the journal into chapters, and have added the 
titles, inflead of retaining the form of one undivided narrative, as it 
is in the original. 

The credibility of any work can be tried in two ways only ; 
by interna], or by collateral evidence. It is from the internal 
evidence, or the mutual coincidence of fadts, that we judge of 
the fidelity of any writer in the firft place ; if this be wanting, it 
is an infallible conclufion, that the author is either deceived himfelf, 
or intends to impofe on his readers •, but if, on the contrary, this evi- 
dence be perfedt, it is not Co ftrongly conclufive of truth, as the defedt 
is of falfhood. Internal evidence amounts to an high degree of pro- ' 
bability, and is the only dependance we can have when a writer fpeaks 
of fadts and places not known or vifited by others. I have not per- 
ceived any defedl of this kind in thefe memoirs : they contain nothing 
which is at all improbable or contradidiory. As far, therefore, as the 
adventures of the Count de Benyowiky are peculiar to himfelf, we 
muft depend on his authority. The greater part, however, is capable 
of being fupported by collateral evidence. His iharc in the troubles 
in Poland is a recent bufinefs : moft of the perfons he mentions 
poflefled eminent ftations in fociety, and many are ftill living. We 
are not now in the dark with regard to the land paflage acrofs the 
Ruffian dominions in Afia, nor the general pofition and other circum- 
ftances relative to a confiderable extent of the North-Eaft part of the 
old Continent. When we proceed to confider the lltuation of the 
coafls and illands of the Northern fea between Afia and America, it 
is true that great difliculties * arife from the ignorance and inaccuracy 
of the Ruffian accounts and obfervations made by unfkilful, and 
perhaps in fome inflances unprincipled men, without proper inflru- 

VoL. I. c ments, 

* See Coxe’s Ruflian Difeoveries, and the authors by him cited ; alfo Cook, Clerke, 

Gore, and King’s Voyage to Pacific Ocean. Ill, p. 262. 
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ments, in a traft covered with fogs of fuch frequency, as to be al- 
moft perpetual. Here, however, we have the ineftimable advantage 
of recurring to the obfervations of thofe judicious navigators. Cook, 
Clerke, Gore, and King, whofe labours have refledted fo much 
honour upon the liberality and feientific zeal of our fovereign. The 
only part therefore of the Count’s adventures which cannot readily 
be compared with the collateral teftimony of others, confifts in his 
vifitation of the iflands of Japan, Liqueio, and Formofe; and the 
difeoveries which he made in the courfe of a voyage through an un- 
frequented part of the ocean. On the evidence of thefe fedls, I 
need not make any obfervations, becaufe they Hand exadlly in the 
fame predicament as all other new difeoveries do : they muft be ad- 
mitted on the credit of the difeoverer, until fubfequent refearches 
fliall either confirm or difprove them. 

Before I proceed to confider the degree of accuracy of the Count’s 
journal, I ihall prefent the reader with a paflage or two of Captain 
Cook’s laft voyage, which ftrongly confirm feveral particulars in 
the narration of the former. When Captain Cook was at Oonalafh- 
ka, feveral civilities and mutual communications took place between 
him and Erafim Gregorioff Sin Ifmyloff, who exhibits a confpicuous 
figure in the following memoirs. After relating thefe [ vol. II, p. 
496 * of his voyage ] he proceeds [ page 499 ] to add the following : 

But a voyage which he himfelf [ Ifmyloff] had performed, engaged 
** our attention more than any other. He faid that on the 12th of 
^‘May, 1771, he failed from Bolfheretzk in a Ruffian veffel, to one 
of the Kuril iflands, named Mareekan, in the latitude of 47“ where 
f‘ there is a harbour, and a Ruffian fettlement. From this ifland he 
proceeded to Japan, where he feems to have made but a fhort flay. 
For when the Japanefe came to know that he and his companions 
were chriflians, they, made figns for them to be gone ; but did 
■“ not, fo far as we could underfland him, ofier any infult or force. From 

Japan 

♦ The Edition before me is the fecond. 
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Japan he got ta Canton; and from thence to France in a French 
*« fliip. From France he travelled to Peterfburg, and was afterwards 
** fent out again to Kamtfchatka. What became of the veffel in which 
** he firft embarked we could not learn ; nor what was the principal 
** objedt of the voyage. His not being able to fpeak one word of 
** French made this ftory a little fufpicious. He did not even know 
** the name of any one of the moft common things that muft have 
been in ufe every day while he vi^s on board the (hip, and in 
** France. And yet he feemed clear as to the times of his arriving at 
** the different places, and of his leaving them, which he put down in 
** writing.” 

In the third volume, p. 193, it appears that Ifmyloff, in a letter 
to the commander at Bolfheretzk, had reprefented the Englifh vef- 
fels as two fmall packet boats, and cautioned him to be on his guard ; 
and that it was not without the exertion of all the commander’s 
authority, that the inhabitants were prevented from abandoning the 
town, in confequence of their fears, left their vilitors fhould prove 
to be French. 

** Their extreme apprehenfions,” continues Capt. King, ** were 
** principally occafioned by fbme circumftances attending an infurrec- 
** tion that had happened at Bolchcretzk a few years before, in which 
** the commander had loft his life. We were informed that an exiled 
** Polifh officer, named Bcniowlkt, taking advantage of the confu- 
** fion into which the town was thrown, had feized upon a galliot 
“ then lying at the entrance of the Bolchoireka, and had forced 
** on board a number of Ruffian lailors, Sufficient to navigate her : that 
*1 he had put on Ihore a part of the crew at the Kourile iOands i 
** and among the reft, Ifmyloff, who, as the reader will recolle(ft, 
had puzzled us exceedingly at Oonalalka with the hiftory of this 
**tranfad^n; though for want of underftanding his language, we 

c z could 
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** could not then make out all the oircumftanccs attending it ; that 
«‘he paffed in fight of Japan ; made Luconiaj and was there di- 
“ redted how to fleer to Canton j that arriving there, he had appli- 
** ed to the French, and had got a paflage in one 0 $ their India fhips 
to France ; and that moft of the Ruffians had likewife returned to 
** Europe in French fhips ; and had afterward found their way to 
** Peterfburg- We met with three of Beniowfki’s crew in the har- 
hour of St. Peter and St. Paul } and from thence we learnt the 
** circumflances of the above Rory.” 

Capt. King mentions that the arrival of Beniowfki at Canton 
was confirmed by the gentlemen of the Englifh fadlory there, and 
obferves that from Kerguelen’s voyage, it appeared that this extraor- 
dinary perfon had entered the French fervice, and was commander of 
a new fettlement at Madagafcar, when that navigator touched there 
in 1774. 

The public prints of the year 1772 took notice of the arrival of 
the Count de Benyowfky at Canton in the month of September, the 
year before ( 1771. ) The Gentleman’s Magazine for June, 1772, 
page 272, contains an account which is too long to be quoted, more 
efpecially as the circumflances are in fome refpe<Sis improbable, and 
in others unfounded. This account fays that a veffel of uncommon 
appearance arrived at Canton with fixty-five perfons on board, five 
being in women’s apparel, commanded by the Baron de Benyorfky, 
who was taken prifbner by the Ruffians, in Poland, and carried to 
Cafan, from which place he made his efcape with others, by over- 
powering their guard j that they direded their route to Kamchatka, 
where he had a friend, who fupplied him with a veflel ; that he. failed 
for China, but by flrefs of weather was obliged to ftand to the Eafl- 
ward, and made the coafl of America, in latitude 57° j was prevented 
by contrary winds from proceeding to Acapulco, and then flood for 
the Philippine iflands, but was again difappointed by contrary winds y 

2 and 
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E'laftly he reached Macao after five months paflage from 
Kamchatka. 


A paper fubjoined to this account with the fignature of BenyorlTcy 
IffCTts, that he left Kamchatka in May I77i> and arrived at Macao 
m S%>temberi after having put in at Japan. 

This information from the Gentleman’s Magazine is evidently no 
more than the reports of the day. For it is not in the leall probable 
that prifoners at Cafan fliould imagine and execute a peregrination of 
at leaft four thoufand miles, over the moft inhofpitable part of the 
furface of the globe, with the hope of finding a friend who would 
prefent them with a fliip : or that they ihould actually obtain a fiiip, 
and then wander over the fiice of the ocean in the Arrange way they 
are here faid to have done. It may be admitted however as an evi- 
dence, that the Count did not arrive at China at an earlier period 
than is fpecified in his Memoirs, and this fadt will be of ufe in con- 
fidering the value of the information obtained at Kamchatka by the 
Captains Cook and King. 

I muft obferve therefore that Ifmyloff, who is not reprefen ted in 
any very favourable light by the Count in his Memoirs, and was 
guilty of a trick which feems in fome refpedl to degrade him, by 
writing an unfriendly and falfc letter to be carried by the Englifli 
navigators to the Commander at Bolcheretzk, was probably difpofed 
to conceal fome ^rt of the knowledge he poflefied,* and does 
not appear incapable of perverting fuch fadts as his own views, 
whatever they were, might require to be falfified ; that it is by no 
means probable that the Count, at the head of a fet of daring men 
over whom he had no well fupported authority, ihould touch at the 
Kurilles iilands, for the reafon he himlelf mentions, namely, the 

probability 
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probability that they Ihould change their minds 'and force him to 
return to Kamchatka ; but on the contrary, that he ihould wilh to 
render their return impra<flicable by ftanding for the Aleutian idands 
or American thore, in the firll place, as being more remote ; and on 
the other hand the difpofition of his crew to proceed to the North- 
ward might have been partly grounded on their fears of quitting the 
peninfula of Kamchatka. Again, it does not appear how four 
months could be employed in pafling limply to Marikan, touching 
at Japan, and making Luconia in his way to Macao, even fuppoling 
he had failed fo far out of his way as to that Spanilh fettlement. On 
thefe accounts then, I think that IfmylolF’s information, with that 
of the three Ruffians at Kamchatka, confidered under all the dilad- 
vantages of a want of language for mutual intelligence, which Capt. 
Cook complains of,* are really valid, fo far only as to prove that the 
Count Benyowlky did really exert his military abilities at Kamchatka 
in a ferious infurredlion in which the Governor loft his life ; that thp 
inhabitants of Bolffieretzk were lb greatly affedted and the imprcffion 
of their fears was fo ftrong and permanent, as to urge them to think 
of abandoning their habitations after an interval of eight whole years } 
an impreffion which the threat of burning their women and children 
in the church may readily account for : that a very confiderable time 
having elapfed between his departure, which is corredtly given by 
Ifmyloff, and his arrival at China, which is an objedl of no queftion, 
he could iiot have fubfifted without putting in Ibmewhere i and that 
after leaving the Aleutian iflands, there are no places into which 
choice or neceffity could more immediately have driven him than the 
iflands of Japan, Liqueio and Formola. In a word, the collateral 
evidence appears clear and pofitive where it fupports the credibility of 
the Count’s narrative, but confufcd and uncertain in the particulars 
wherein it differs from him ; and the whole is of fuch a nature as 
not to be put in competition with an authentic journal from the 
hands of the author. 


• II. 497. 
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entering into any comparifon of the voyages of the Count 
Benyowflcy with thofe of others who have navigated the Northern 
fcas, I fliall confine my remarks to fuch parts of his journal as will 
admit of elucidation from the voyages of our illuftrious countrymen. 
But in the firft place it mull be premifed, that the Count’s (kill in 
navigation, whatever eminence it might have procured him in Kam- 
chatka, appears to have been very moderate. In his journal we find 
the latitude, longitude, wind, current and courfe. He never di/lin- 
guiihed the latitude by account from that by obfervation. I fuppofe 
however that he may have bad one of the old quadrants of Davis, or 
perhaps a foreftaff ; but he certainly did not polTefs one of Hadley’s*. 
His latitudes in general therefore may be fuppofed to be within half, 
or perhaps a quarter of a degree of the truth. I have not paid any 
attention to the winds and courfe made good, but apprehend that his 
longitudes muft be fubjedt not only to all the ufual errors of the 
dead-reckoning, but likewife to others, arifing from his not knowing 
the variation of the compafs, (except perhaps by conjecture) and 
from his confidering the current as a daily element in his log-book. 
He has no where mentioned the method he ufed to afeertain the di- 
rection and velocity of thefe currents, and as every experienced navi- 
gator muft be aware that no fuch method exifts, except fuch as may 
be derived from comparing the reckoning with celeftial obfervations 
or a time-keeper, it will follow of courfe that this element has ren- 
dered his longitude more uncertain. 

By tracing the Count’s voyage to the Northward upon the chart 
numbered 36 in Cook’s third Voyage, I find that he made Beering’s 
ifland when his reckoning placed the fhip a degree and a half to the 

Weftward. 

• IfmylofF, or IfmaelofF, received an Hadley’s quadrant from Captain Cook as a 
prefent, of which he in a very ftiort time learned the ules. Hence it feems probable 
that Hadley^s quadrant is fcarcely known in thofe parts, and that the Count in parti- 
cular did notpoflefs one. — Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, 11 . 505. 
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Weflward. This is a natui^ confequence of the Eafterty variation 

not being allowed for, and |he fame caufe muft have ailedted his 
reckoning ftill more as he p|oceeded to the Northward. Hence I 
conclude (with the fuppofitioiii that his latitudes were at leaft half a 
degree too high, and his longitudes very confiderably to the Weft- 
ward of the (hip’s true place, both which follow from the variation 
being negledled) that he madeClerke’s iftands on the 3d of June, and 
ftood over for the land to the Northward of Tfuchotlkoi Nefs, where 
hi anchored j again returned to Clerke’s illands ; (ailed from thence 
to the Eaftvyard j* made the American Continent, and coafted along 
it between Point Shallow Water and Shoal Nefs, which wai unex- 
plored by Cook ; after which he ftood to the Southward and an- 
chored at Oonemak, in latitude 54* the error of his reckoning 
being about five degrees in longitude to the Weftward, an error 
which remarkably coincides with that of Ifmyloff’s chart,*!- and 
proves almoft beyond a doubt that the Count really arrived at the 
Aleuthes by this circuitous navigation, and that Ifmyloff gained his 
information by failing with him j more efpecially as fuch an error in 
longitude could hardly have arilen in running direcftly from Awatfeha 
Bay to the Aleuthes, which lie on the (ame parallel, and are only a 
(hort fortnight’s (ail afunder. 

V 

I do not pretend that there are ho other caufes of uncertainty in the 
Count’s Journal, neither is it my intention to enter into a minute 
difquifition upon it. The public poflefs faithful copies of the docu- 
ments which have pafifed through my hands, and I have no wi(h nor 
claim to the abfurd privilege of direding their judgment. But it 
becomes me to ftate the reafons which guided me in examining the(e 

Memoirs, 

* The note on page 330 is too general. The Count docs not appear to have 
reached America in that latitude. 

t Voyage to the Pacific Ocean before quoted, 11 . 502. 
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MoiMurs> and have oMivinced me that the veracity of the Count may 
he rdied on ; that the diia^eements of collateral evidence are much 
'more likely to arife fi'om the imperfedlions of that evidence, than 
from his want of fidelity j and that the real difficulties may be eafily 
■<accoanted ffir by iany one, whofe fldll and experience are fufficient 
to enable Him to ofiiniate the probable errors that muft have refulted 
from the want df iriftruments, and flender knowledge of the Count 
in marine afi^rs./ 

The oth«r parts of the Count’s Journal need no comment. That 
•he flioald ftand acrofs the Pacific ocem and diredt his courfe for 
China, are obvibufly the refult of Ae didates of common fenfe ; that 
extrome dillrefs ihould follow the want of proper fubordination among 
a fet of e3dle8. Or men of defperate ffirtune and adventure, is not at 
all wonderfiil $ and that fuch men, without any fettled deftination, 
and adting throughout from the impulfe either of neceffity or their 
own: inclinations, ihould range from one ifland to another, where 
dieir wants could be beil fup^died, is what the ilighteil ideas of cauie 
and efiwSt would have foretold. The difeoveries and adventures of 
the Count on this pailage and eliewhere mufi; ipeak for themielves, 
and I have.no doubt will be found interefiing, as well from the 
nature of the incidents as the novelty of the places of a^ion. 

It is - Aill l«fs necellary to enlar^ on the effeft which the abilities 
and acquifitions of tha Count produced at the Court of France, and 
the undertaking which was afterwards entruiled to his management. 
The leading fii^s of this part of his Memoirs have fufficient collateral 
evidence. Neither need 1 make any remarks on his political prin- 
ciples with regard to colonization, of which I think the intelligent 
iubje<3s of our free and liberal government will b? at no lofs to form 
a. proper opinion ; whether th^ be viewed in a civil or commercial 
light. 1 will therefore only add on the fubjed of the Memoirs, tiiat 

d the 
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the Count, in his fhort hiftory of Kamchatka, appears to have had 
Kracheninnikow’s voyage into Siberia before him, a work which 
Captain King * confiders as worthy of entire credit. It will eafiljr- 
be feen, however, that our author, by fpeaking always in his own 
perfon, and mentioning his authorities in feveral places, means tov 
tonfirm all the general faifis as from his own obfervatioa. I perceive 
that the drawing of plate II. nearly refembles the tenth plate of tho 
French tranflation of Krafeheninnikow ; but neither thefe nor that in' 
the original Ruffian appear equal to that in Cook’s Voyage. The 
plates 8, 9, 10 and 11, have fomc little uncertainty with regard to 
their references and bearings ; both whiph irtiperfedlions are confc** 
quences of the fire which confirmed the Engraver’s houfe. The 
references on the plates will diretfi: the reader to fill fuch blanks as- 
were necefiarily left in the text. I muft Ukewife take notice, that 
the word caftor, which I have every where rendered beaver, is ufed 
throughout this work to denote the fea beaver or otter ; that the 
word corvette, which I think denotes the kind of veflTel called an 
hooker, has been moftly retained, on account of my being uncertain 
whether the French apply it to any particular veflel, or fimply to denote 
a packet j and that I have kept the fpelluig of proper names uniform, 
though it is not fo in the manufeript, the Count’s fignature in his 
own hand being frequently varkd. The charts of harbours on the 
coaft of Madagafcar are not particularly mentioned in the body of the 
work : mofi of them convey an account of their origin in their titles. 
The harbour and bay of EaR Cape, plate XXI ^ of the North coaft 
of Mada^fcar in plate XXVI j of Vannembey in plate XXVIII; 
and of Louquez in pkte XXIX. are fi;>und in Mr. Dalrymple’s coU 
leflion, where they are copied from M. D’Apres, and do not efien-* 
tially difier from the prefent engravings of the Connt’s manufeript. 
I fuppofe therefore that the Count had them from the fame q^iarter aa 
M. D’Apres ; that is, either from the mafters of vefiels at Madagafr. 
car, or the French Government, 

NTs, 


♦ Voyage before cited, III. 405, 
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Mr. Magellan’s correlpondence on the Count’s fubfequent adven- 
tures, having been fubmitted to my infpedion, appears to require a 
very confiderable ^hare of deliberation and mutual comparifon of its 
parts, before the more particular events can be placed in a proper 
light. Several of the letters from individuals concerned in this adven- 
ture contradidl each other ; and fome of them are written with fuch a 
fpirit of enmity towards the Count, as renders the impartiality of the 
writers very doubtful. I will not here enqoire how far it is probable 
that the failure of this laft enterprize arofe from a want of principles 
or prudence, either in the Count or in his affociates. The Imalleft 
knowledge of the human mind will readily ftiew, that when lofs and 
wretchednefs are the only confequences of an attempt founded on the 
moft brilliant hopes j quarrels and mutual recrimination mull infal- 
libly be the refult. For this reafon I lhall llightly trace the leading 
fadls, with very few obfervations of my own. 

The Count dc Benyowllcy and his family, with fome of his aflb- 
ciates, failed for Maryland on the 14th of April, 1784, on board the 
Robert and Ann, commanded by Mr. Alexander Mac Dougall. He 
arrived at Baltimore on the 8th of July following, having taken with 
him from London a cargo of the value of near 4000 /. llerling, confin- 
ing it feems of articles intended for the Madagafcar trade. Two caufes 
appear to have induced him and his friends to avoid a direft voyage 
to that ifland. In the firll place, they found it extremely difficult, 
if not impradicable, to procure the flag of any European power ; and 
in the next, there wa§ every reafon to hope that the American mer- 
chants, whofe affairs were thrown into confufion by the llruggle for 
independence, and the fubfequent lofs of their colonial privileges in 
trading to the mother country, would be more ready to embrace the 
offer of a new channel of trade than the fubjedls of more cftablilhed 
focieties. This expedation was found to be juft. A refpe<flablc 
commercial houfe at Baltimore was induced to join in the fcheme, 
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and fupplied the Count with a fhip of 450 tons, earrying twenty guns^ 
fix-pounders, and twelve fwivels. This fhip, cargo and ftorcs, was 
eftimated at fomewhat more than for thoufand pounds fterling, ex- 
clufive of the merchandize brought from London. It was named 
the Intrepid, and failed from Baltimore on the 25th of Oftober,, 
1784 } every one on board being, by agreement and oath, fubjedt to the 
abfolute command of the Count, though the merchants of Baltimore 
had appointed a Captain and Supercargo to affift the Count while 
under his command, and to condudt their affairs homeward bounds 
Their deftination was the harbour of St. Auguftin, on the Eaft^Coaft 
of the ifland of Madagafcar, where they were to form' a fettlement or 
emporium ; in the eftablifhment of which it was expedled that the 
Count’s influence with the natives, and the fupremacy they had con- 
ferred on him, would have been of fingiaJar advantage. The family 
of the Count remained in America, on account of the pregnancy of 
Madame de Benyowlky. At the beginning of January the Count 
made the coaft of Brafll, — by miflake, as his aflbeiates lay, and for 
want of keeping enough to windward ; but in his own letters he af- 
ferts, that he repaired for wood and water to this coaft,. in preference, 
for reafbns which he does not fpecify. The former, however, feems 
probable j for they were near a month turning to windward in order 
to clear Cape Roque, and at laft run dangeroufly aground on the 
ifland Juan Gonlalvez, near the mouth of the river Amargofa, in 
five degrees South latitude. It was not till the month of i^rif that 
the neceflfary repairs were completed, and they flood acrofs the At- 
lantic i being at Ihort allowance of provifions for the greateft part of 
the paflage. The kft letter of the Count was written from the coaft 
of Brafil, and confequently the remainder of this account muft corns 
from the letters of his companions. It does not appear why he 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope without putting in. The firft place 
he touched at was Sofala, on the Eaftern coaft of Africa, where he 
anchored on the 22d of May, 1785, and remained a fortnight to 
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refrelh his people. On the 7th of July they anchored in the Bay of 
Antangara, about ten leagues to the South- Weft of Cape St. Sebaf- 
tian, and unloaded their cargo, the Count’s intention being to proceed 
over land to the Bay. of Antongil, where the fliip was to meet them. 
It appears by the letters, that Lamboin, King of the North, who is 
mentioned in thefe Memoirs, came to pay his refpedls to the Count, 
and that a body of Scclaves under a Chief or King likewife came and 
encamped near hkn j that the Count propofed to enter into the oath 
of blood with him, but he exculed himfclf till a future day, on 
account of the fatigue of his journey : and from the mafter’s proteft 
it appears, that on the ift of Auguft, three quarters of an hour after 
the long boat had returned on board, between the hours of ten and 
eleven at night, a fevere firing was heard and feen on fhore exactly at 
the place of the Count’s encampment ; that between five and fix in 
the morning a few fcattered fhot were heard in a fmall wood about a 
mile up the country, and at day-light no figns were perceived of any 
white men on fhore, but that all the eiie<fts were removed; and 
laftly, that their own dangerous fituation, from the few hands and 
want of arms on board, and the probability that the Count and his 
party were cut off by the natives, together with the want of provifions, 
compelled them to depart for Joanna. From this ifland or Mohilia 
they proceeded to Oibo, where the fupercargo fold the fhip on ac- 
count of the infurers.- 

If the information ended here, it might naturally be concluded that 
the Count’s attempt had met with its fatal termination before their 
departure ; but there is a letter from one of the perfbns on board, 
which ftates, that the writer and another perfon were not convinced 
that the firing was made by the natives, but that they figned the 
proteft becaule overborne by numbers : and in another letter from an 
officer, who was brought prifbner to the Ille of France after the final 
deftruAion of the Count’s party, which (as far as relates to the de- 

ftruiftioa 



XV 1 


PREFACE. 


ftrudion of the Count and his people by the French) is confirmed 
by the writer of the former letter, I find mention indeed of a firing 
heard in the night j but, contrary to the proteft, the writer affirms, 
that the ihip failed in light of thofe on Ihore, to their great aftonilh- 
•ment, and that it was in vain that they ftood after her with the 
country boats. Tlie lame writer continues to ftate, that fifteen days 
after the departure of the veflel the Count departed for Angoutci, 
leaving mofl: of his people behind to fdilow him ; but the greateft 
part fell lick and died, two only remaining. From this letter, which, 
however, in many refpe<2:s feems to want explanation, it appears that 
the power and influence of the Count was fuch, that be had an 
armed force of the natives at his command, with which he proceeded 
to Angoutci, and commenced hoftilities againft the French by feizing 
their fiorehoule. Here he bufied himfelf in ere<^g a town after the 
nianner of the country ; and from hence he lent a detachment of one 
hundred men to take pofleffion of the French Factory at Foul Point; 
but they were prevented from carrying their purpofe into execution 
by the fight of a frigate which was at anchor off the Point. In con- 
fequence of thefe movements, the Government of the Ifle of France 
fent a Ihip with lixty regulars on board, who landed, and attacked 
the Count on the morning of the 23d of May, 1786. He had con- 
llrudled a fmall redoubt defended by two cannon, in which himlelf^ 
with two Europeans and thirty natives, waited the approach of the 
enemy. The blacks fled at the firfl: fire, and Benyowfley, having 
received a ball in his right bread, fell behind the parapet ; whence 
he was dragged by the hair, and expired a few minutes afterwards. 

Thus ended the life and adventures of the Count de Benyowlky j 
a man of invincible fpirit, inured to hardlhips, and habituated to 
face danger and every extremity with a mod uncommon degree of firm- 
nefs. To thefe extraordinary powers, he added an intimate and 
almod intuitive knowledge of the human mind. By nature, educa- 
tion 
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tion and habit, he was formed to perfuade, to command, and to 
coerce ; and his deftiny gave him ample occafion to exercife thele ta- 
lents. Of this Angular charadler mMiy and various have been the 
opinions. Thofe whofe interefts led them to oppofe him have fpared 
no accufations againft him and their accufations are of the ftrongeft 
and even the moft horrid nature. His enemies have reprefented him. 
as the unfeeling tyrant, and the unprincipled robber -yet while he 
lived he never was without enthufiaftic admirers, and warm friends 
who readily exerted themfelves, againft every rifque and every calumny, 
to ferve him. If it were expected that I ftiould give my opinion, I 
would declare, that I have not yet feen any thing againft him which, 
will not bear two interpretations j or which has not been written by 
men who contradidl each other, and had an intereft in traducing him. 
For thefe reafons it is that I would fufpcnd my opinion ; and thele 
are the reafons why, in the multifarious correfpondence which now 
lies before me, I have palled over the recriminations in filence. I 
have colledted only fuch fa< 3 :s as appear indubitable, and have fup- 
prefled all names, becaule the correfpondence, on account of the 
prefent infirm fituation of the gentleman to whom it of right belongs, 
has paired into my hands, without any other reftridlion but fuch as 
the lentiments of every man of principle and delicacy muft infpire. 

London^ Dec. 1789.^ 


W. NICHOLSON. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Since the foregoing Preface was prifitedf I have been favoured by 
Sir Jofepb Banks, Bart. P. R. S, with the communication of 
the following Papers, which I here infert, with a few Remarks, 


No. I. 

Extrait de ia Leftre de M. Basque le Bon, due 24 Septembre, 

1771, de Macao, 

IL vicnt d’arriver hier a Macao un Both a Pavilion Hongrois, 
command^ par le Baron Hongrois, Maurice Augulle Aladar 
Benyorlky, ConfeijUcr du Prince Albert, due de Saxe, Colonel de 
fa Majeftc Apoftoliqne Royal Imperiale la Reine d’Hongrie, et 
Q^icier d’un reginjent de la Confederation de la Republique, 
A Couronne de Pqjiogne. 

♦ 

Ce Monfi|Mr, apres avoir recu^ lept blclfures dans un combat 
contre les Rufles pres de Kaminieck, fut fait prifonnier de Guerre, 
et conduit dans la meme ville ou fe trouve detenu conimc 
prifonnier d’Etat Ic Prince Szoltits, Eveque de Cracovic, Senateur 
de ,Polognc, 


Le 
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Le Baron a trouve le moyen de s’echaper, apres avoir recu une 
patente du Prince Eveque, prifonnier, qui exhorte tons les Catho- 
liques furtout, a fecourir le dit Sieur Alader Benyoiiky, ' pour lui 
procurer le moyen de parvenir aupres de L’Empereur d’Allemagne, 
et aupres du Saint Siege Apoftolique. Lu patente due Prelat eft 
dattee de fa prifon, le 6tli Novembre, 1770. 

De 54 hommes d’eqiiipage, il ne refte plus a ce capitai'ne 
que 8 hommes en fante j tout le refte eft fur le grabat. Depuis 
deux mois ils fouffroient le faim et la foif : il a eu fon embarcation 
deux fois brifee, deux fois ils Pont racedmodee et remife en etat. 
Il ne fcait ni le Portugais ni I’Efpagnol, mais il park Latin* 
Francois, & Allemand. Il eft venu par le Nord, & a cotoyc: 
le Japan, &c. 


No. II. 


An Account of the arrival of a fmall VeJJeh of about eighty tons,, 
at Macao, the 23^ of September lafi, commanded by Baron 
Maurice Aout Alladar Benyorfky, Colonel in the Hungarian 
fervice, on board of which were fixty-two Hungarian foldiers, 
and five women, who, by their account, efcaped from, their im- 
prifonment in Siberia. Taken from the Colonel's own words, by 
me, Nathaniel Barlow, who was at Macao the time when they 
arrived there. “ 


UPON a vifit I made to the Baron above-mentioned, Ibon 
after his arrival, I requefted of him, as a great favour, he vv'ould, 

. be.' 
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fee pleafed to give me a recital of his adventures, as I told him 
fomething very extraordinary muft have happened to him, by 
his coming into thefe parts, fo remote from his own c(;untry. 
Agreeable to my requeft, he very politely acquiefced, and men- 
tioned the following particulars, in the French language. 

He faid, that he was firft lecretly lent by the Court of Hun- 
gary, with a body of five thouland fbldiers, to the alTi fiance of 
the Catholic Confederates in Poland, who were at that time at 
war with the Protefiant party of the fame nation, afilfied by the 
Ruffians. * That foon after his arrival in Poland, and joining a 
body of the Confederates, they had an engagement with the 
Ruffians, who being fuperior in numbers, foon defeated his body, 
took him, and almofi all his men, prifoners, and fent them away, 
with all expedition, into different garrifons in Siberia. That on 
his arrival at the place defiined for him and his party, they were 
put into clofe confinement, and treated in a mofi cruel man- 
ner, infomuch, that they were determined to attempt an efcape, 
at the hazard of their lives : very fortunately, an opportunity 
offered, by the guard being reduced to a fmall number, whom 
they foon overpowered, took their arms, and marched off, with 
all expedition, towards the province of Kamfchatka, where, in a 
fea-port, named Chevegat he had a friend on whom he could 
depend for affifiance in extricating him from the dangers that he 
was threatened with. Accordingly, after many days marching over 
mountains, and fometimes through almofi impeivetrable woods, 
(during which time he experienced every raifery poffible, by the 
want of provifions and water) he fortunately arrived at the above 
fea-port, where, to his great joy, he found his friend, by whofe 
affifiance a veflel was procured, and in a fhort time got ready 
for failing, when the Colonel and his party embarked. As he 
had formerly ferved in the marine fervice of the States of Malta, 
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lie there^ learnt Navigation^ by the afHilance df whibk he in^ 
tended making a coafting vc^a^e of it to Chilian but being drove 
off the coaft by a gale of wind, and not ex|>e(£Hng to make it 
again, he ftfeered to the north-eaft, in hopes of fincUng toe 
iflands he had beard was m that ' quarter. Accordingly, after 
many days failing, and great fufferings, he fortunately arrived at 
one of them he fuppofed to be near the Continent of America, 
where he got feveral kinds (rf refreihment 5 and, after ftaying a 
little time>. he embarked, with a defign to go to Acapuica, but 
not meeting with favourable winds, fteered towards the Phillipine 
iflands, where, after encountering with frclh difficulties, he arrived 
at the Marians, from whence intending to go to Manilla, was pre- 
vented by unfavourable winds : he then came to the refeflution o^ 
fleering towards China, where he fortunately arrived at the port 
of Macao, after a voyage of four months. 

He was as far nordi as 63 degrees j had with him Lord 
Anion’s voyages, tranflated into the Sclavonkn language, which 
he repeatedly faid was of the greateft ufe to him, being guided, 
in a great meafure, by them. — — -In his apartment were feveral 
mathematical inftruments, e^cially a quadrant, and a croft ftaffi. 
On requefting for a fight of his drafts, he, with great reludlance, 
produced one,- but, unluckily, a gentleman in company telling 
him that one of us was a fca-captein, he immediately withdrew, 
and carried with him the draft, by which we loft the oppor- 
tunity of knowing more particulars of this very extraordinary 
voyage. 

The veflcl is fifty feet long, and fixteen broad, entirely buflt 
of fir. 


No. 
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Nq. llh 

(c o p y.) 

Benyorjkfs. Narrative of a Voyage from Kamfchaitka io' 

Macao- 

Devenu en prifon, iy6gf Anni 

Amenez en exile avec Mejf. Princis^ P. Koltik, Eveque de Cracovia^ 

P. Kangtfzko, 

P, Rzfevuizky,, 

P. Pacz, 

Eveque de Kiove- 

A Kamfchatka, fotts 63 degree de la Latitude du Nord, lyg Long- 

1771 NAnne, 

DANS le mois May, ibrtis fur le galliotte St.. Piere, pafler 
Jufque a 238 degree de la Longitude, a 57 Latitude, d’ou,. 
naviger a pafler Tlfle Mariain par la grande tempete, et fort 
vents devenu a Japon, ou, ton de L’Androis, du Port Namqu,, 
mil pieds a la Texe, de la venu a Tlfle, Touza et Bonzo, de 
la, jufque a Nang^aki, d’ou aprez avoir peu de Noires fortis 
et pafler par les Ifles Amuy, jufque a Formofa, et I’lfle Bafchet, 
eniin, prit le cours droitment, a Makao, ou je fuis arrive dans 
le mois Septembre,* 1771 L'Ann, 

Signe par 

Sort is avec 83 hommeSf Baron Maurice y Aout d’Aladar 

Afrivi avec 6z do- de Benyorjkyy Colonelle de fa 

Maj. Imp. Generale Regem.. 
tar des les Confederes.. 

Mem; 
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Mem. The original from which the foregoing is taken, being 
wrote with very faint ink, upon bad paper, and German cha- 
raders frequently ufed, have occafioned imperfedions in this 
Copy. 


No. IV. 

JLxtraSl of a Letter from the Supra-Cargoes of Council at Canton^ 
in China ^ dated zoth November ^ 1771 j received per BritiJJo King» 

A fmall veflel arrived at Macao the 23d September, com- 
manded by a Flungarian Baron, Maurice Augufto Alader Benyorlky, 
which has occafioned much fpeculation. «,They being at Macao, 
and cannot obtain permiflion to come to. Canton, we are de- 
prived of the means to procure the intelligence which we might 
pofllbly otherwife do, had we an opportunity of difeourfing with 
him : it feems, beyond doubt, he is come from Kamfchatka, but 
by what track, or his motive, we have only what he pleafes 
to fay., being the only perfon who fpeaks about their concerns, 
and he very refer ved. We could wifh it were in our power to 
give you a particular account of this affair, but cannot do more 
than fend you the accounts we have received from others, and 
one that he gave himfelf, and figned by him. He has claimed 
the protedion of the French ; had a chop procured for him and 
fome of his officers jto come to Canton, but by their being 
mentioned in the chop (which was procured by Puan Khequa) 
under the denomination of French merchants ; and the Hoppo’s 
officer at Macao having had them deferibed to him differently 
.before, he returned the chop to Canton, and did not fuffer them 

4 • to 
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to proceed. The Mandarines here are apprehenfive they may be 
Ruffians ; and Puan Khequa, afraid of being drawn into fome 
fcrape, he rather chufes to decline interfering, and they are likely 
to remain at Macao till the French (hips leave China, which 
£hips they are to flhbark on board of for Europe. 


No. V. 


Extras} of a Letter from Canton, in China, to Mr. Pigou, 
dated the 20th November, 1771. 

ON the 23d of September, a fmall veiled commanded by a 
Hungarian Baron, arrived at Macao. He fays, that he was firil: 
fecretly fent by the Court of Hungary, with a body of five thou- 
fend men, which he commanded, to the affiftance of the Catholic 
Confederates in Poland, who were at war with the Protefiant 
party of the fame nation, affifted by the Ruffians. That foon 
after his arrival in Poland, and joining the Confederates, he had 
aik engagement with the Ruffians, who defeated his army, and 
fent them into different garrifons in Siberia, where being cruelly 
treated, the Colonel and party with him relblved to make their 
eicape, which they eafily effe<^d, their guard being very weak : 
from thence they got to the port of Kamfchatka, where they 
procured a fmall veffel, and failing to the northward, made land, 
which they fuppofed to be part of the continent of North 
America. Finding themfelves wrong in their tradt, they altered 
their courlc, and after five weeks fail came to Japan, where they 

had 
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had feveral fkirmiihes with the natives. They aftcrwattls law 
the Marian iflands, and thence bore away diredUy for Macao, 
being in great diftrefs for provifioiis. 


TRANSLATION op the PAPER, No. I. 

Extract of a Letter from M, the Bijhop Le Bon^ dated September- 

Zj!^thf 1771, from Macao, 

YESTERDAY arrived at Macao a veflel under Hungarian 
colours, commanded by the Hungarian Baron, Maurice Augufle 
Akdar Benyorfky, Councelor to Prince Albert, Duke of Saxony, 
Colonel (in the fervice) of her Apoftolic Royal Imperial Majefty, 
the Queen of Hungary, and officer of a regiment of the confedera- 
tion of the republic of Poland. 

This gentleman, after having received feven wminds in a battle 
againft the Ruffians, near Kaminieck, was made prifoner of war, 
and conduced into the ^e town where the Prince Szolits, Bilhop 
of Cracovia, is detained a prilLr-er of ftate. 

The Baron found the means to efcape, after having received a 
patent from the Prince Bifhop, the prifoner, who exhorts all Catholics 
efpecially to affift the faid Sieur Aladar Benyorfky, to procure 
him the means of repairing to the prefence of the Emperor of 
Germany, and before the Holy Apoftolical Court. The patent 
of the Prelate is dated from his prifon, on the 6th of November, 
1770. 2 


Out 
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Out of fifty-four men of his equipage, there remains no more 
to this Captain than eight men in health ; all the reft are con- 
fined to their beds. For two months paft they fiiffcrcd hunger 
and thirft. He has been twice fhipwrecked, and twice they 
have repaired their vefleL He is not acquainted with the Por- 
tuguefe or the Spanifli, but he fpeaks Latin, French, and 
German. He came from the North, and has coafted the iflaod 
of Japan, &c. 


REMARKS 
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REMARKS ON the PAPER, No. I. 

THIS Letter was written the day after the Count’s arrival at 
Macao, and does not contain the leaft hint of his baniihment into 
Siberia. It fpecifies no dates, except the Count’s arrival at 
China, and that of the patent, faid to be obtained at Karainieck. 
I fcarcely need obferve, that this account does not agree with 
the memoirs j and that the Count was at or near the town of 
Ochozk, in Siberia, at the time the patent is faid to have been 
given at Kaminieck. Upon this opcafion I have not the leaft 
inclination to doubt the veracity of M. Le Bon ; but whether 
thefe inconfiftencies arofe from the dilpolition of concealing the 
particulars of his adventures, which evidently aftuated the Count, 
who expe<n:ed great advantages from the knowledge he had ac- 
quired; or whether they may confift, for the moft part, of thole 
inaccuracies which ufually accompany the relation of verbal com- 
munications, I lhall not here attempt to decide. 


On the paper. No. II. 

» IN this paper it may be obferved, that the Count, being 
defirous of keeping the particulars of his expedition as fecret as 
poffible, judged it necelTary to communicate a pretended fet of 

ad- 
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adventures. The letter inferted in the Gentleman’s Magazine 
agrees very nearly with this report of Mr. Barlow: I (hall not 
therefore repeat the rema.rks I have already made upon that print. 
The mathematical inftruments in his apartment are not defcribed 
with fufficient minutenefs, to clear up the doubts, or confirm 
the allertions made in the note at the foot of page he. It feems 
probable, however, that the crofs-ftafF would not have pofleffed a 
place among his mathematical inftruments, if the quadrant had 
been one of Hadley’s conftru<ftion. . Mr. Barlow- fays the veflel 
was about eighty tons burthen : — Benyowiky (page 77, vol. I.) 
eftimates it at two hundred and forty : both are, perhaps, mere 
guefles ; but from the dimenfions given in this paper, and the 
draft of water mentioned at page 301 of the firft volume, the 
Count’s number proves very near, though under the truth. 


On the paper, No. III. 

THIS is doubtlefs the original from yvhich the fecond paper 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine (page vii) was tranflated. As the 
Count’s intention, certainly, was not that of conveying informa- 
tion, but of mifleading the enquirers at Canton, I have not 
thought it necelTary either to attempt an emendation of this im- 
perfed: copy, or to attempt any tranllation. 


fa 
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On the papers, Nb. IV. & V. 
THESE Papers do not appear to require any comment. 


On the drawing, or SKETCH, of the St. PETER 

AND St. PAUL, 


AMONG the Drawings of the Count, which compofcd part 
of the prefen t Work, there was one of the veflel in which he 
made his efcape. As it was a three-mafted veflel, differing in 
no refped, either in hull or rigging, from an European fhip, 
the Proprietors did not intend to have it engraved, for which 
reafon it was fet apart from the reft ; and as my endeavours to 
find it have been ineffeftual, I fear it has been irrecoverably miflaid, 
among other papers of no value ; I cannot, however, confiftently 
with the principles of redtitude, forbear obferving, that it was 
exceedingly unlike the prefent Engraving, particularly in its wales, 
which were nearly ftrait, and the guns, which were confiderably 
more numerous, being eight or ten on the vifible fide. Thefe 
circumftances, neverthelefs, are not enough, in my opinion, to 
impeach the Count’s veracity, without farther deliberation. The 

Chinefe 
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Chlnefc neatnefs Is fufficlently apparent in this Drawing, but it 
exhibits too many marks of incorredlnefs to be implicitly relied 
on ; of which I lhall only mention, that the flirouds do not ter- 
minate in the dead-eyes j that part of the gun- wale abuts again ft 
the main-maftj and that the planking upon the poop terminates 
upon the after mizzen back-ftay. I do not therefore apprehend 
that I lhall feem an advocate improperly partial to the Count, 
when I make the fuppofition, that his Drawing was made in 1784, 
from memory, at the time when the publication of hi^ Journal 
Xvas refolved on ; and obferve, that an interval of thirteen years 
may, without any great improbability be thought fufficient to render 
fuch a performance far from being corredl, ‘when made by a 
man whofe purfuits had been very little in the marine depart- 
ment. I might go farther, and attempt to guefs at the probable 
errors of both Drawings, with a view to difeover whether they 
can be reconciled ? I think they might ; but the difquifition 
promifes neither intereft nor utility. I will, therefore, only add, 
that the Count (vol. I. page 77,) rightly fays, that the veffel 
carried eight guns j and though (page 301,) he fays he cut ports 
at Kamfchatka, and mounted twelve additional guns, yet it 
feems they were wood; and it may eafily be imagined, that th« 
hard weather and misfortunes he met with in his voyage 
might force him to relinquifti that ufelefs parade, and clofe his 
• ports, when he repaired the veftel at the Liqueio Iflands. 


This occurrence of the Drawing of the veflel being overlooked 
in the Preface, though I thought I had omitted nothing to which 
the Public is entitled, leads me to mention, that the manufeript 
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copy at the Britifh Mufeum contains the followiing Drawings^ 
which it was not thought proper to engrave. 


I. The Shipwreck (Naufrage) of the Count de Benyowfky* 
among the Liqueio Iflands. As it is evident .that neither the 
Count, nor any of his companions, could have taken a drawing of 
the incident mentioned at the end of the firll volume, I con- 
fidered this Iketch merely as an ornament, conveying no in- 
formation j on which account it appeared unneceflary 'to en- 
grave it. 


2. View of the coafl: of Formofa. There is no reference to 
this in the M. S. and it has no note of bearings, diftance, &c. 
The Count’s cypher on the back of the drawing refers it to 
Auguft 26, 1771. 


Concerning the PORTRAIT in the 
TITLE PAGE. 


THIS Engraving was made by Heath, from a miniature Por- 
trait of half the fize, which came into my hands in the fame 

manner 
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manner as the correljwndence of the Count de Benyowiky, and 
others, relative to his laft expedition ; that is to fay, in confe- 
qucnce of the friendihip fublifting between Mr. Magellan and 
myfelf, which naturally led him to have recourfe to my afliilance, 
together with that of another intimate friend, for the manage- 
ment of his adairs, during his prefent indifpofition. 




THE 


MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS 


OF THE 


COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 


T he Count Mauritius Auguftus de Benyowfk)r, 
Magnate of the kingdoms of Hungary and Po- 
land, was born in the year 1741 at Verbowa, 
the hereditary lordship of his family, fituated in the 
county of Nittria, in Hungary. He was the fon of 
Samuel, Count de Benyowlky, General of Cavalry, in 
the fervice of the' Emperor, and Rofa, Baronefs of Revay, 
Lady and hereditary Countefs of Thurocz. The early 
part of his life was employed in the courfe of education, 
ftudies and exercifes which the court of Vienna affords 
to fuch of its valTals as are of illuftrious families ; and 
upon his arrival at the age of fourteen years he fixed his 
choice ©n the profeflion of arms. He was accordingly 
received into the regiment of Siebenfchien, in quality of 
Voi,. I, B Lieute- 
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Lieutenant, and joined the Imperial army then in the 
field againft the King of Pruffia^ T 4 ie firft battle at 
which he was prefent was that of Lobofitz, on the 8th 
of October, 1756, under the command of General 
Brown ; the fecond was that of Prague, on the 6th of 
May, 1757, under the Prince Charles of Lorrain ; and 
the third was before Schweidnitz, on the 1 2th of No- 
vember, 1757- In the following year, 1758, he had a 
fliare in the battle of Domftadt, under the command of 
General Laudon, after which period he received an in- 
vitation from his uncle, the Staroft of * Bieniowfky, to 
repair to Poland, in order to fecure the inheritance of 
his Staroftie. tie therefore quitted the Imperial fervice, 
and haflened into Lithuania, where he was acknowledged 
by his uncle as his heir, and fucceeded him in the pof- 
feffion of his lands. His tranquillity was, however, in- 
terrupted by the hidden death of his father, and the in- 
telligence he received that his brothers in law had taken 
poffeffion of his inheritance. This unexpected cata- 
ftrophe demanding his immediate prefence in Hungary, 
he quitted Lithuania, with the foie view of obtaining 
poflefiion of the property of his family ; but on his 
arrival he found the whole in the hands of his brothers 
in law, who, by force, oppofed his entrance into his own 
caftle. In this conjuncture, attending only to the jufticc 
of his caufe and the dictates of his vivacity, he repaired 
to Kruflbva, a lordfliip dependant on the caftle of Ver- 
bowa, where, after having caufed himfelf to be acknow- 
ledged by his vaftals, and being afliired of their fidelity, 
he armed them, and by their aftiftance gained pofteftion 

of 
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of all his effeds. His brothers in law, thus defeated in 
their vfurpation, adopted the moft atrocious expedient 
to complcat his ruin. For this purpofe, they reprefented 
him at the court of Vienna as a rebel and difturber of 
the public peace j in confequence of which falfc infor- 
mation the Emprefs Queen iffued a decree in Chancery 
againft the Count, who was, by that means, not only de- 
prived of his property, but compelled to withdraw, with 
the utmoft expedition, into Poland. It was in vain that 
he tranfmitted many memorials from Poland, tending to 
juftify his condud: ; as his enemies fuppreffed them, and 
continued firm in the ufurpation of his property. 

This difgrace, added to the efforts of a difpofition natu- 
rally adive, made him determine to travel ; fo that after 
eftablifhing his eftate in Lithuania in proper hands, he re- 
paired to Dantzick, with the intention of applying him- 
felf to navigation, and made feveral voyages to Hamburgh, 
and from thence to Amftcrdam and to Plymouth. He 
was on the point of making a voyage to the Eaft Indies 
in the year 1767, wfien he received feveral letters from 
the Magnates and Senators of Poland, which engaged him 
to return thither, in order to join in the confederation 
then forming. The perfonal regard he entertained for 
many of the nobility of that kingdom, added to the 
juftice of their caufe, and the confideration of his own 
peculiar interefts, induced him to comply with the earneft 
Solicitations of his friends. He accordingly arrived at 
Warfaw in the month of July, where he entered into an 
obligation upon oath with the chiefs of the confederacy, 
to the following effed : — 

B 2 
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1. That he acknowledged the confederation as the 
only lawful tribunal of the republic, and that he would 
pay obedience only to the orders iffued from its council. 

2. That he would not acknowledge the King until 
the confederation fliould have declared him lawfully 
eJeded. 

3. That he would join the confederation, on the firft 
notice, where they ihould determine to affemble, to op- 
pofe the Ruffians by force of arms ; and that he would 
not forfakc the colours of the confederation fa long as 
the Ruffians ffiould remain in Poland. 

4. That he would faithfully obey all the orders of the 
council or generality of the confederation. 

In the month of December he left Warfaw, with the 
delign of endeavouring to make his rights known at the 
court of Vienna, but being at length deprived of every 
hope of juftice, he was obliged to return into Poland. 
Being thus unjuftly deprived of a coniidcrable fortune in 
Hungary, without the fmalleft expedation of recovering 
it, he determined to quit for ever the dominions of the 
houfe of Auftria. During his paffage through the county 
of Zips, he was attacked by a violent fever, which obliged 
him to interrupt his journey. On this occafion he re- 
ceived repeated marks of friendffiip and regard in the 
houfe of Mr. Henfky, a gentleman of diftindion, and be- 
came enamoured of one of his three daughters, with 
whom he foon after had the pleafure to be united by 
marriage. 

In this ftate he found himfelf in the polleffion of hap- 
pinefs and tranquillity ; but it was not his fate to con- 
tinue long in polTeffion of repofe. The confederate ftates 

of 
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of Poland, a party of whom had declared themfelves at 
Cracow, taking notice that the Count de Benyowiky was 
one of the firft who had figned their union at Warfaw, 
wrote to him to join them. Their preffing folicitations 
would have been inelFedual, if he had not been aded on 
by a ftronger tie. His oath compelled him to go. He 
therefore departed without informing his fpoufe, and re- 
paired to Cracow, where he arrived on the very day the 
Count Panin made the affault. He was received with 
open arms by the Marfhal Czarnezky, and was immedi- 
ately appointed Colonel-General, Commander of Cavalry, 
and Quarter-Mailer General. 

On the 6th of July (1768) he was detached to Novi- 
targ, to condudl a Polifh regiment to Cracow, a commif- 
lion which he performed with honor, by bringing the 
whole regiment, compofed of hx hundred men, through 
the camp of the enemy before the town. 

The Marfhal was fo well fatisfied with the condud: of the 
Count, that he prevailed on the council of the generality 
to appoint him Mu flier- Mafter General, a place for which 
he had a competitor in the Prince Martin de Lubomier- 
fky, who, upon his arrival at Cracow with two thoufand 
regular troops, was declared a member of the generality 
of the confederation, and Infpedtor-General of Cavalry. 

Before the arrival of this Prince, the Count de Beny- 
owiky had propofed to the Marfhal an expedition to feize 
the fortrefs of Landfcron with the Poliih regiment in the 
fervice of the Crown, which was quartered in that pro- 
vince. The Prince de Lubomierfky, on hearing of this 
propofal, thought the enterprize eafy, and undertook it 
himfelf. Without acquainting the Count, he therefore 

gave 
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gave orders to his cavalry to proceed, and it was not till 
after his departure that the Marflial Czamelky informed 
him of this attempt. The Count de Benyowlky did not 
hefitate to allure the Marflial that the Prince would be 
defeated by the Ruffians before he had proceeded half the 
way, and that there was no other remedy than to fend 
the reft of the cavalry, without delay, to charge the 
Ruffians at the inftant of their attack on the Prince. 
Unfortunately, the Marfhal was long in deciding ; fo 
that it was not till the fecond day alter the departure of 
the Prince that the Count de Benyowlky received orders 
to march, with fourteen hundred cavalry, to fupport him. 
In confequence of this delay the Count, notwithftanding 
his utmoft diligence, did not arrive at Kremenka till 
fix hours after the defeat of the Prince. However, he 
had the good fortune to find the Ruffians on the fpot, not 
expeding any attack. Upon the information he had re- 
ceived from his fpies of their pofition and their negli- 
gence, he attacked and defeated them, and retook two 
hundred men, who had been made prifoners, of the party 
of the Prince Lubomierlky. 

After this manoeuvre he himfelf formed the projed of 
carrying the attempt upon Landferon into execution. On 
his march towards that fortrefs he was fo fortunate as to 
meet with feveral bodies of the Prince de Lu homier Iky ’s 
troops, which reinforced his own. At length he arrived 
before the fortrefs, where he fummoned the troops of 
the crown to furrender thcmfelves prifoners, and to put 
him in polTeffion of the place ; which he had the fatif- 
fadion of feeing performed in the fpace of an hour’s 
time. His firft proceeding was to engage the new troops 

under 
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.iin<ier tbeir oath of fidelity, in the fervice of the con- 
iederation ; after which he difpatched a courier to the 
Brinee Luhpmierflcy, (who, fince his defeat, had taken 
refuge in Hungary, without troops or friends,) to acquaint 
him with his fuccefs, and invite him to refume his com- 
.mand. But two days afterwards, having received un- 
doubted information that the Ruffian General, Count 
Apraxin, was on his march to inveft Cracow, he judged 
it indifpenfably neceffary to haften to the defence of that 
place ; and as he forefaw that a town of that magnitude 
could not be defended unlefs it were well fupplied with 
provifions, he laid the diftri( 3 :s of Bielcz, Landferon, and 
Novitarg, under contribution, and obtained eighty car- 
riages of grain, with fix hundred oxen. 

With this convoy he quitted Landferon, and marched 
towards Cracow. On his arrival at Vielicka, a town 
famous for its falt-works, he met a party of Ruffians, 
which he attacked and defeated, taking thirty prifoners, 
and the fum of nine hundred and eighty thoufand Polifh 
florins, being the King’s revenue from the falt-works.- 
In the night of the 29th of July he came to the paflage 
of the Viftula, from whence he difpatched an officer to 
inform the Marfhal Czarnezky of his return, . requeft- 
ing that the gates might be opened, to admit his party 
into the town without being difeovered by the Ruf- 
fians. The Marffial, who was not acquainted with the 
particulars of the enterprize of the Count, but had 
heard by report that he was defeated and flain, was 
overjoyed at his return, and he entered the city with 
four thoufand cavalry, a large fum of money, and a fup- 
ply of provifions. 


Immediately 
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Immediately after the arrival of the Count, he pro- 
pofed to the Maiflial to cftablifli a camp without the 
town ; reprefenting to him, that their numerous cavalry 
would exhauft their magazines without being of any 
utility. In fupport of this propofal he obferved, that 
the ^reateft advantages would be derived from an en- 
trenched camp, as it would facilitate the jund:ion of 
feveral parties of the nobility, who durft not declare 
themfelves in favor of the confederation, becaufe they 
faw no force to fupport them againft the Ruffians. The 
reprefentations of the Count did not, however, prevail 
with the council of the confederation. Orders were 
given to fhut and barricade the gates of the town, in- 
cluding all the troops, whole number amounted to thir- 
teen thoufand men. General Apraxin approached every 
day nearer the town, and laid the furrounding country 
defolate, fo that it could no longer, afford any fubliftance 
to the befieged. Provilions, by this means, becoming 
very fcarce and dear, the Count again propofed to the 
Marffial to permit him to fally out with a party of two 
thoufand cavalry, in hopes that with this troop he might 
throw fome provilions into the town, and perhaps caufe 
the Ruffian General to raife the liege. The council of the 
generality accepted this propofal, and permitted him to 
leave the city on the 23d of July, when he palled out at 
the gate of the Viflula, and fwam his troops acrofs the 
river, every other paffage being Ihut up. 

As foon as he had gained the open country he dif- 
patched feveral officers to engage the nobility to join him, 
and furnilh fubliftance for the befteged town. As early 
as the 8 th of Auguft he found himfelf at the head of 
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near five thoufand horfe and a good number of carriages, 
loaded with provifions, drawn by oxen, which were like- 
wife intended to make part of the fubfiftancc. On the 
yth of Auguft he repaired to the paflage of the Viftula ; 
but finding it occupied by the Ruffians, he retreated to- 
wards Viclicka, for the greater certainty of introducing . 
the fupplies into the town ; and, as he concluded that 
the beft method of infuring fuccefs would be to attack 
the Ruffians on one fide, in order to facilitate the paf- 
fage on the other, he accordingly marched on the icth 
of the fame month, with three thoufand horfe, diredlly 
to the enemy’s camp, leaving the convoy of provifions 
under the command of the Baron de Klufewfky, Colonel 
of Infantry, with orders to take advantage of the moment 
of the attack to enter the town. At three o’clock in the 
morning the Count, in perfon, attacked the Ruffian 
camp, and compelled General Apraxin to colle(fi all his 
troops to oppofe him, by which means a paflage was left 
for the Baron de Klufewlky. At eight o’clock the 
Count, being convinced that his fupplies had entered 
Cracow, made a preceipitate retreat, after having loft 
above fixteen hundred men. The Ruffian cavalry, com- 
pofed of Coflfacks and Huffiars, purfued the Count, who, 
in his retreat, had the misfortune to have his horfe killed 
under him, and, after receiving two wounds, he himfelf 
fell at laft into the hands of the enemy. 

The Ruflian General, being informed of the fuccefsful 
manoeuvre of the Count, was imprefled with a very high 
opinion of him, and propofed to the Count to enter into 
the fervice of his fovereign ; an offer which was rejected 
with difdain. He was, therefore, on the point of being 

VoL. I.. C lent 
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fent with the other prifoners to Kiovia, where his friends 
ranfomed him for two thotifand ducats, which is cejui- 
valent to twenty-two thoufand Fl^ch livres. * Being 
thus fet at liberty, he confidered himfelf as difpenfed 
from his parole which he had given to the Ruffians ; it 
being an inconteftable truth, that a man who purchafes 
the ufe of his faculties has a right to apply them to any 
ufc he may find neceflary for his welfare. By virtue of 
this indubitable right, the Count again entered Cracow, 
and was received with the moft perfedt fatisfadion by the 
whole confederacy. 

At the firft council of war which was held, he repre- 
fented to the generality, that the town being no longer 
able to hold out, it became an objed of the utmoft con- 
fequence to fccure another place of retreat. He there- 
fore propofed to the council to appoint him to feize the 
caftle of Lublau, fituated on the frontier of Hungary. 
This projed was approved of by the council, and the 
execution was committed to the charge of the Count, 
who on the 2 2d quitted the town of Cracow, a body of 
fix hundred horfe being appointed to follow him. On 
his arrival on the frontier he ufed every exertion to obtain 
the intelligence neceflary to infure fuccefs to his enter- 
prize. He even ventured to vifit the commanding officer 
of the caftle, who was not apprehenfive of the leaft 
danger. After a few vifits he had the addrefs to engage 
more than half the garrifon, by oath, in the intereft of 
the confederation, and he only waited for the appearance 
of. the detachmem from Cracow. But it unfortunately 
happened that the commander of that body was foindifereet 
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as to divulge the purpofe to which it was deftined ; fo 
that the news arrived at the caftle of Lublau before the 
troops, and the Count de Benyowiky; who waited in 
readinefs in the town of Georgenburg, near the caftle, 
was feized, and carried into that fortrefs. The precau- 
tion he had taken of remaining in Hungary did not fave 
him froiti the danger, becaufe the commandant of 
Leutfeh, an Imperial town, had permitted the foreign 
troops to pafs into Hungary, contrary to the rights of 
his fovereign. The commanding officer of the caftle 
treated the Count with the greateft indignity, and, pur- 
fuant to his order, fent him to General Apraxin at Cracow, 
who had taken poffeffion of that town during the abfence 
of the Count. It fortunately happened, however, that, 
in the paffage from Novitarg, a troop of two hundred 
confederates, whofc commanding officer knew the uniform 
of the troops who were conducing the Count, met them 
and refeued him out of their hands. As foon as the 
officer recognized the Count de Benyowfley, he furrendered 
his command to him. With this fmall force he marched 
towards Lublin, a town where the reft of the confede- 
ration of Cracow had appointed to meet, in order to join 
thofe of Bar. On his arrival near Lublin he fent an 
intelligent officer to enquire whether the Ruffians were 
ftill at a diftance, and whether any part of the confede- 
ration had already repaired to Lublin. The officer, on 
his return, acquainted him, that he had found a party 
of the confederates in Lublin, commanded by M. Der- 
zanowlky, who was then bulled in engaging the nobility 
- of that palatinate to declare themfelves in favor of the 
confederation j but that he had likewife been informed 
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that the Ruflians were advancing, by forced marches, tp 
diflodge the confederates from that town. This news 
can fed the Counr de Benyowflcy to abandon his dehgn of 
entering Lublin, inllead of which he proceeded to Spicza, 
where he met a body of the confederates, who joined his 
party. From Spicza he publifhed feveral manifeftos, in 
which he exhorted the nobility to join him, fixing the 
rendezvous at Zamofc, to which place he diredled his 
march. 

On his arrival at Krafnoflaw he learned, that a party 
of the confederates, who had retired to Chelm, was in 
danger of being attacked by a body of Ruffians, compofed 
of one battalion of infantry, eight hundred Coffacks, 
and four hundred Huflars. He inftantly determined to 
haften to their affiftance, and marched the whole night 
between the 1 7th and 1 8th of Odlober, 1768. His arrival 
was almoft immediately after that of the Ruffians, whofe 
cavalry had began to fpread over the fuburbs. He 
attacked and diflodged them, and upon entering the town 
he propofed to Colonel Suhalfky, whom he found with 
four hundred horfe in the great fquare, to leave the 
town and attack the Ruffians. This being refolved on, 
the Count marched out with his whole troop, pretending 
to fly, in order to detach the enemy’s cavalry from 
their infantry. He had the good fortune by this means 
to draw them two leagues from Chelm, when perceiving 
them at a confiderable diflance from their infantry, he 
faced about and brifkly attacked them. The Coffacks 
were thrown into confufion at the firft charge, and 
the Huffars, after fuftaining the fbock, endeavoured to 
re treat towards their infantry ; on the arrival of which the 

Count, 
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Count, whofe force confifted entirely of cavalry, retired 
with the lofs of one hundred and fix men, the enemy not 
daring to purfue him. The affair being thus terminated, 
the Count returned to Krafnoflaw, where he had the 
fatisfadion to meet a party of three hundred infantry, 
fent by the nobility of the palatinate of Sandomir, to the 
afllflance of Bar, the city from whence the general con- 
federation took its name. After the addition of this troop 
he found himfelf at the head of two thoufand men, in 
want only of field pieces and ammunition. 

Before he quitted Krafnoflaw he affembled a council, 
in which it was determined to repair to Zamofc, and take 
pofTeffion of the town, in order to procure the neceffary 
fuppliesof arms, money, and ammunition. On the 28th 
of Odlober the Count encamped in the fuburbs of the 
town, and fummoned the commandant of the town to pay 
the contribution of three thoufand ducats, arms for two 
thoufand infantry, four field pieces, four thoufand pounds 
of gunpowder, and fix thoufand pounds of lead. On the 
27th, having received nearly the whole of his demand, 
he quitted Zamofc, with the intention of repairing to 
Belcz, in order to encourage the nobility of that palatinate 
to declare in favor of the confederation. 

Upon his arrival at Grodeck he judged it proper to re- 
main fome time,^ in expectation of the parties which the 
nobility of the palatinate of Lublin might fend to him; 
Between the 6th and i oth of November he was joined by 
feven hundred and forty-three horfemen and one hundred 
and forty fantaflins, whereupon, judging himfelf fufirciently 
ftrong to appear before Belcz, he quitted Grodeck on the 
1 2 th, on his march towards that place. As he was palling 

through: 
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through the village of Lelki he met an officer with dif- 
patches from General Vitt, commander at K^mieniecz, to 
the King. This officer, who was compelled to deliver 
his packet, informed them, that a Ruffian party was 
then in the field, for the exprefs purpofe of purfuing and 
deftroying the confederated forces under his command, 
and that the Ruffian General had fet a price upon his head. 
After this information, and from the particulars con- 
tained in the difpatches, he changed his defign, and inftead 
of repairing to Belcz himfelf, he fent no more than a de- 
tachment of fix hundred horfe to that place, commanded 
by Colonel Suhalfky, to lay the town under contribution. 
'1 he Count pafled, with the greateft part of his force, to 
Sokal, a town not far from Belcz, where he waited the 
return of his fpies. One of them arrived in the night of 
the 20 th, from whom he received information, that a 
corps of Ruffians, joined by a regiment of Polanders in 
the fervice of the King, were marching haftily to fur- 
prize the Count, who they fuppofed to be in Belcz with 
his whole force. At day-break he difpatched an order 
to his officer in command at Belcz to march out of 
the town in the night of the 2ift, and proceed towards 
the village of Lelki to meet the Ruffians, and engage them 
to purfiie him. He exprefsly ordered him to retreat to- 
wards Sokal, and not to face about till he arrived on the 
banks of the river in the way to Sokal. After forward- 
ing thefe orders the Count quitted Sokal the 2ift of 
December, and placed his infantry, with four pieces of 
cannon, in ambufcade in a wood by the fide of the road, 
while he himfelf, with his cavalry, remained concealed 
behind an eminence nearer to Lelki. In this difpofition he 
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pafled the whole day and part of the night, in expectation 
of the event, frequently fending detachments towards 
Lelki to obferve the enemy. His officers returned every 
hour with information, and at length the long expected 
hour arrived in which he received notice that the detach- 
ment from Belcz had met the corps of Ruffians, was im- 
mediately attacked by them, and that the confederate 
party would very foon pafs by his poft. In faCt, the 
Count heard feveral difcharges of fire-arms, and quickly 
after he faw Colonel Suhallky retire towards Sokal, pur- 
fued by the Ruffians. He fullered both to pafs until 
Suhallky had proceeded beyond the wood where the con- 
federate infantry was in ambuffi. Thefe began a miart 
fire on the Ruffians, who inftantly halted, and afterwards 
retreated towards the mountain, behind which the Count 
lay concealed, out of the reach of cannon Ihot. The 
Ruffians drew up in order of battle to receive the Ihock 
of Colonel Suhallky’ s party, who came upon them, fup- 
ported by the infantry, out of the ambufcade. As foon 
as the firft fire had began, the Count rufbed upon the 
enemy’s right flank, which being forced to give way, fell 
vipon the centre in the greateft diforder. The Ruffians, 
neverthelefs, fought with defperate valour as long as 
their ammunition lafted ; but at length being compelled to 
yield to force, they furrendered themfelvcs prifoners, to 
the number of four hundred men, being the remainder 
of a party of three thoufand. 

After this happy termination, the Count, furprized to 
find no cannon with the enemy’s infantry, was informed 
that the Ruffian commander. General Ifmailow, having 
perceived that the corps of Colonel Suhallky was only a 
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detachment, had concluded that the Count himfelf re- 
mained at Belcz ; for which reafon he fent only the 
cavalry, with hx companies of chafleurs, on the pur- 
fuit, and had himfelf, with four battalions, fix pieces of 
cannon, ten fquadrons of Huflars, and a Polifh regiment 
of cavalry, proceeded to Belcz, with the intention of de- 
ftroying the Count’s party. In order therefore to obtain 
the beft information of the defigns of this General, the 
Count de Benyowlky difpatched a Polifh Captain, M. Rib- 
niczki, to make the nCceffary enquiries, and, if poflible, 
to bring the Polifh regiment over to the fide of the con- 
federation. 

After the departure of this emiflary the Count retired 
with his troops towards Mofty, a town fituate among the 
mountains of black Ruflia, about fixteen leagues from the 
field of battle, where he remained till the 2 7th of the month. 
On the 28th about noon he was informed that a body of 
troops were feen on the heights, marching with their 
colours flying. -He immediately ordered his forces to 
move, and marched towards them, with a determination 
to give them a warm reception ; but he was foon agree- 
ably undeceived by the arrival of a Polifli officer, whom 
he perceived to be his emiflary, and who informed him 
that the troops then on their march towards him confifled 
of four fquadrons of Polifh cavalry, who having quitted 
the Ruffian fcrvice, were defirous of joining the con- 
federation. The ufual oath was therefore adminiflered 
to them, after which the Count refolved to proceed to 
Bar, in order to give an account of his proceedings to the 
generality of the confederation, and to difpofe of his 
prifoners. But the following day, having received infor- 
mation 
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mation of the taking of Bar, and the retreat of the 
Count de Potoczky towards the frontier of Turky, he 
was delirous of joining him, and would have carried 
his purpofe into effedt, if he had not been folicited by the 
nobility of the palatinate of Lemberg, who fent feveral 
deputies to requeft him to approach their town, and 
fupport them in declaring for the confederation. He 
therefore marched towards Lemberg on the 4th of De- 
cember, and levied a contribution in that city, but was 
joined by no more than fifty horfemen. From Lemberg 
he fent a party to Brody, to raife fome money, and liim- 
felf marched towards the Dneifter. On the 1 4th he met 
at Zavalow a party of the confederates of the corps under 
the Count de Pulauzky, from whom he learned the 
whole of the misfortunes the confederation had fuffered, 
the taking of Bar, the defeat of Count Potoczky at 
Podhayze, and the imprifonment of the old Marfhal Pu- 
lauzky : but the event which moft fenfibly alfedted him 
was the defign of the two fons of the Marfhal Pulauzky, 
who, feeing their father imprifoned, were defirous of quit- 
ting the army of the confederation. 

All thefe circumftances determined the Count to repair 
to Zuaniecz on the 21ft. The young Counts Pulauzky, 
his old friends, received him with the greateft joy, as a 
friend capable of affifting in their enterprizes, and on the 
following day he was proclaimed Commandant- General of 
Cavalry, and inftalled in quality of Commander in Chief at 
Zuaniecz, a place which the elder fon of the Count Pu- 
lauzky ceded to him on account of the confidence he 
repofed in his experience. Immediately after the arrival 
of the Count a change was made in the difcipline of the 
troops of the confederates. They were better provided, 

VoL. I. D and 
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and fubordination more ftridlly attended to. And as the 
rigour of the feafon feemed to forbid the approach of the 
Ruffians, the Count availed himfelf of the time to flock 
the two fortreffes of Zuaniecz and Okopp with provifion^ 
in the latter of which the younger Count Pulauzky com- 
manded in perfon. He likewife ufed every exertion to 
reconcile the Count Potoezky and Krafinzky with the 
Marffial Pulauzky. But this interpofition had nearly 
proved unfortunate to the Count Benyowlky himfelf ; 
for the Count Potoefky, fufpedling him of an intention 
of releafing the Marfhal Pulauzky by open force, had 
proceeded fo far even as to ilTue orders to arrefl the 
Count de Benyowfky. The latter, however, having 
received information of the proceeding, quitted the camp 
and retired to Zuaniecz, where he connected himfelf Hill 
more intimately than before with the two fons of the 
Marfhal de Pulauzky. 

On the 29th of December the Count received advice 
of the departure dC the Count Potoezky, with his troops, 
for Bender. He faw clearly that this difunion between 
the two confederate parties would deftroy their force ; 
and for that rcafon he advifed the Count de Pulauzky 
to write to the Counts Potoezky and Krafinzky, to repre- 
fent to them the numerous dangers to which they would 
expofe many parts of the confederation, by feparating 
Irom them ; that, on the contrary, it was abfolutely ne- 
ceffiiry to re-enter Poland with a confiderable body of 
Turks to encourage and ffipport the nobility in taking up 
arms in favor of the confederation, which they might 
eafily do by facrificing their private interells to the general 
good of the republic. But the Count Potoezky, 
liflening only to the fuggeflions of his ambition, and flat- 
tered 
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tered by the diftindion he met with among the Turks, 
perfifted in the dehgn of not quitting the Turkifh army, 
in which he like wife prevailed on the Count de Krafinzky 
to concur. 

This precipitate departure of the Counts Potoczky 
and Krafinzky, and the diftance of the Turkifh army near 
Bender, entirely difconcerted the two confederate parties, 
compofed of feven thoufand eight hundred men, one half 
of whom were commanded by Count Cafimir Pulauzky 
at Okopp, and the other by the Count de Benyowfky at 
Zuaniecz. Thefe two chiefs, in order to keep their troops 
in fpirits, and likewife to anfwer the elTential purpofes of 
the confederation, took into their pay three thouland 
Lipky, a kind of light T urkifh cavalry, and after having 
put the fortrefles into a ftate of defence, they eftablilhed 
two camps between Zuaniecz and Okopp. 

Such was their pofition on the 2 2d of January, 1769, 
On the 24th they received advice that a Ruffian corps, 
commanded by General Ifmailow, was eftablifhed at 
Conftantinow, in Wolnia, and that another corps, under 
the command of General Kretfetnikow, had fixed their 
quarters at Lemberg. Hence they concluded that the Ruf- 
fians defigned to moleft them by their light troops till the 
expedted arrival of General Galitzin with his army. To 
prevent this, their firft care was diredied to the preferva- 
tion of the fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp, after which 
they raifed their camp to march towards the enemy. The 
Count Pulauzky undertook to ad: againft General Kret- 
letnikow, and the Count Benyowiky againft General 
Ifmailow. The latter direded his march towards Skalat, 
a caftle and town belonging to the Count Scipion, one of 
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his beft friends, a circumftance which, however, did not 
prevent him from feizing the artillery and furniture. 
From Skalat he marched to Viogrodeck, Lampol, and 
Zaczllaw, at which laft place he received a reinforcement 
of one hundred and fixty-nine horfemen and eighty-two 
foot foldicrs. From Zaczflaw he retired into the foreft of 
Lackow, whence he difpatched two of his officers to 
reconnoitre the enemy’s poft at Conftantinow. On their 
return he learned that General Ifmailow was not yet ar- 
rived, but that he was continually expedted, and that 
there was at Conftantinow only a Major, commander of 
Iix companies of infantry, having with him two field 
pieces, four hundred Huflars, and three or four hundred 
Coflacks ; and that the enemy was ignorant of the pofi- 
tion of the confederates, whom they fuppofed ftill to 
remain in their fortrefles. On this information the Count 
de Benyowlky marched his troops the whole night between 
the yth and 8th of February, and arrived before Con- 
ftantenow at four in the morning. He immediately dif- 
pofed his troops in order, and at five o’clock attacked 
them in three different places. The Ruffians made very 
little refiftance, fo that great numbers of them were flain, 
becaufe the Turks gave no quarter, a circumftance which 
obliged the Count to threaten the Aga who commanded 
them, that if he did not put a ftop to the carnage made 
by his troop, he would puniffi their cruelty on the Ipot. 
This firmnefs of the Count preferved the lives of many of 
thefe unfortunate men. 

After having thus defeated the Ruffians he took pof- 
feffion of Conftantinow, which he laid under contribu- 
tion, and then proceeded to Medzibors, On the 15th 

he 
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he took the caftle of Medzibors, the garrifon confifting 
of fixty-eight grenadiers, with eight pieces of cannon, 
and a quantity of ammunition and provifions. From 
Medzibors he pafled the river Bogh, and marched towards 
Grodek ; during which he was informed that the Ruffians, 
in conjunction with General Branicky, in the King’s fervicc, 
having been made acquainted with the operations and the 
march of the Count, had fent four thoufand men, in- 
fantry and cavalry, from Bar, to purfue him. This intel- 
ligence caufed him to haften his march, and to pafs the 
river Smotrick to the north of the caftle of Felftin. On 
the 27th, being arrived at Satanow, he was informed 
that the Count Pulauzky, not having fucceeded againfl: 
Lemberg, had attempted to diflodge feveral parties of Ruf-^ 
lians in the vicinity of that place, three of which he had 
defeated ; but that having received advices of the greateft 
confequence, he had retreated towards Zuaniecz, in hopes 
of joining the Count. On the 27th the Count Beny- 
owfky quitted Satanow, and marclied towards Grodek, 
and as he was paffing through the village of Oftokopia 
he met feveral carriages filled with wounded men, from 
whom he learnt that the Count Pulauzky had maintained 
a very fharp aClion with the Ruffians near the river Sre- 
bovicza, and had retired towards Grodek, the Ruflians 
not thinking proper to purfue him. 

In confequence of this information the Count halted 
to refreffi his troops, and after marching all night he ar- 
rived about day-break before Grodek, where the Count 
Pulauzky, hearing of his arrival, met him, and con- 
duced him into the town. The junCion of thefe troops 
was one of thofe happy turns of fortune which alone can 

change 
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change the iffue of a well-conduded enterprize, fuch as 
was that of General Ifmailow, who, fince the affair at 
Conftantinow, had fought the Count Benyowiky with- 
out being able to join him. The Ruffian cormnander, 
upon the information that the Count Pulauzky was aX 
Grodek with three thoufand men, determined to 
furround him, and would certainly have done it, if 
the arrival of the Count, with his corps of four thou- 
fand three hundred men, had not intervened and pre- 
vented it. 

On the 28th in the evening the confederate detach- 
ment announced the approach of the Ruffians, who were 
on their march, to the number of ten thoufand, in two 
columns. • 

On the iff of March, at feven in the morning, they 
were at no greater diftance from the city than one league, 
when the Count de Pulauzky prefented himfelf in oppo- 
fltion to them in the order of battle, with twenty-eight 
companies of infantry, fupported by iix pieces of cannon, 
with the Turkifh and Poliffi cavalry on each wing. At 
nine o’clock the action began, by an attack made by the 
Ruffian cavalry upon the left wing of the confederates, 
which was compelled to give way. The center was at 
the fame time charged by the enemy’s infantry along its 
whole front, which likewife engaged their left : at this 
moment the Count de Benyowfky marched his whole in- 
fantry to fupport the left wing of the Count de Pulauzky, 
and himfelf, at the head of his cavalry, ruffied on the 
enemy’s right flank, who were not in the leaft expeda- 
tion of this manoeuvre. The Ruffian General then di- 
vided his center to fupport his wings, but the enemy’s 

Coflfacks, 
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Cc^cks, who wfefe overtkfbwn, prevented the infantry 
from obeying their orders. The confequence was, that 
the ktter were thrown into the utmoft confufion, and 
Compelled to make a precipitate retreat, with the lofs of 
their carriages and artillery. This aiFair coft the Ruffians 
near twelve hundred men (lain, and as many taken pri- 
foners ; but the killed and wounded of the confederates 
did not exceed nine hundred. 

On the 2d of March the two Counts quitted the town 
of Grodek, and marched towards Zuaniecz with the 
intention of calling a council of war to decide ultimately 
on the meafures to be purfued. On the 7th, on a fpot 
between Zuaniecz and Okopp, they divided their troops 
in order to lead them into thofe fortrefles, to repofe 
themlelves, after the fatigues they had undergone. 

A council of war was held on the 8th, at which the 
Generals Laurent, Potoezky, Grocholzky, Radziminlky, 
Slabuferfky, Noviezy, and other commanders of the troops 
of the republic attached to the confederation were prefent. 
The two Counts, perfuaded that the Ruffian army waited 
only the return of fpring to make their approach to the 
Turkiffi frontier, reprefented to the council, that it would 
be prudent to determine to quit the two pofts of Zuaniecz 
and Okopp, and return into Poland. The reafbns they 
offered were, i. That while they remained on the frontier 
of Turky, the Ruffians would keep them feparated from 
Poland, and conlequently that the palatinates would never 
dare to declare for the confederation, becaufe unfupported 
by any military force. 2. That they themfelves would 
likewife continue unable to draw any fupply either of 
fubftftence or recruits from Poland, to reinftate their daily 

lofles. 
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of the fortrefles Zuaniecz and Okopp. They alfo in- 
formed the Count that General Ifmailow intended in a 
Ihort time to attack thofe fortrefles with twelve thoufand 
men appointed for the enterprize. 

On the 1 8th, upon his return to Zuaniecz, the Count 
communicated this news to the council, which was alfo 
confirmed by a Polifh ofhcer who deferred from Kami- 
eniecz to join the confederation. On the 2ifl: the Count 
de Benyowfky having received frefh advices of the ap- 
proach of the enemy, engaged the Count Pulauzky to 
quit the fortrefs of Okopp, as being incapable of main- 
taining a fiege ; but the council refufed to confent to the 
evacuation of that place ; and at lafl, on the 2 2d and 
23d, being aflfured that General Ifmailow was at no 
greater diftance than three leagues from Zuaniecz, they 
gave up all their hopes. The members of the council 
then deliberated only on the befl mean^ of fccuring them- 
felves individually, and one after another they quitted 
the fortrefs to retire into Turky, taking with them all 
the Rufllan prifoners. This proceeding confequently left 
the whole difpofition of affairs in the hands of the Count 
de Benyowfky. 

On the 24th in the morning the Count beheld from 
the fortrefs the enemy’s columns following each other, 
and feparating at the village of Havrilouka; whence 
he conjedlured that they intended to attack the two 
fortrefles of Zuaniecz and Okopp at the fame time, a cir- 
cumftance in which he was not deceived. On the fame 
day about noon the Count fired feveral eight pounders 
at the enemy, loaded with only one third of their ufual 
charge. The balls of courfe not reaching the enemy, 

they 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 

they concluded that they might, with impunity, approach 
ftill nearer the fortrefsf, which they did the fame day, 
and began to work on the eredlion of batteries. On the 
25th the Ruihans began to fire on the caftle, and con- 
tinued their cannonade till the clofe of the day, without 
receiving any efFedual return ; but in the night between 
the 25th and 26th the Count, after having given orders 
to the commanding ' t)fficer under him to fire on the 
enemy at day-break with his heavieft artillery, fallicd 
out of the caftle by the gate of Ottaky, which leads to- 
wards the Dneifter, with two thoufand horfe, and paftlng 
through Brahy, he made the entire circuit of the Ruffian 
camp, fo that he found himfelf by day-break at their 
backs. At this inftant the artillery from the caftle began 
a very heavy and deftrudive fire on the enemy’s camp, 
which was within half cannon fbot of the place. Their 
troops, who could not rally without being expofed to the 
fire which fwept their ranks, were quickly thrown into 
the utmoft confufion, which was greatly increafed by 
the hidden violence of the cavalry of the Count, who 
ruftied upon them, and forced them, at laft, to quit the 
camp and baggage, and fly with precipitation towards 
Grodek. Their terror was fuch, that they did not 
ftop till at the diftance of fix leagues from Zuaniecz, 
and on this occafion they loft eleven hundred flain, and 
three hundred and twenty-eight prifoners, with two pair 
of colours, three ftandards, and eighteen pieces of 
cannon. 

After the deliverance of Zuaniecz, the Count, defirous 
of affifting his companion, the Count dfe Pulauzky, at 
pkopp, marched immediately towards that fortrefs ; but 
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on his arrival he found it in allies, and entirely aban- 
doned, except by the dying and the dead. "Some of the 
former acquainted the Count, that the Count de Pu-* 
lauzky, feeing the impoflibility of maintaining the place, 
had himfelf, after repelling thtee aflaults, fet fire to the 
town and caftle, and immediately afterwards fallied out, 
with the intention of forcing a paflage through the enemy’s 
camp to join the Count de Benyowfky ; but that their 
knowledge of the fubfequent adventures of their intrepid 
chief extended no farther. 

The Count, after having feen the wounded placed in 
proper carriages, returned to Zuaniecz. On the 2qth he 
received a letter from the Count de Pulauzky, wl^o in- 
formed him, that not having been able to form a paffage 
towards Zuaniecz, in his fally out of Okopp, he had 
paffed the Dneifter, and dire<fling his march through 
Moldavia, he had happily arrived -at Zorfibur? whence he 
propofed to join the party of confederates at Sandomir in 
expedtation of the arrival of the Count, whom he advifed to 
quit Zuaniecz and immediately retire into Turkey, in order 
to march freely through Moldavia on the frontiers of Hun- 
gry, where he would himfelf wait for him in the neigh-; 
bourhpod of Zombor. The Count communicated this 
letter , to all the commanders under him, and determined 
with them to adopt the meafures propofed by the Count 
Pulauzky^ ‘ . : In confequehce of this deGifion he fent two 
®f his officers to the Bacha of Chotym, to inform, him of 
his intention, and to requeft the necelTary afliftance to 
facilitate his paflage. The Bacha acquielGed in all his 
den^nds, an4 pruniifrtl indifpenfabJeafliftance required, 
by the Counf. Qrders were therefore jimmbdiately givttik 

to 
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to fotwarcl the . equipages to Otaky, a village . fituated 
near Ghotym 5 and the 30th he evacuated Zuaniecz 
and marfched to> Brah^,'ialPolifh village on the bank of 
the Dnieftery i Oppbfiie cGhotyim, and under the cannon 
of/that ifortrefsj Nothing noiw remained but to pafs 
the river • but juiVT ad the Count was about to form 
a bridge, the; Bacha feht Jiim word that he durft by 
no means permit the eflkblifhment of a bridge acrofs the 
river without expfefs ordiers of the Grand Seignor ; and 
moreover, that, upon reflection, he did not think, proper 
to venture td receive thie Count, and his troops till inftruc- 
tions IhouldihrriTe froni Stambqul i 
1 d?hi 9 mdlagei thrbw the? Count into the utmofl: embar- 
rdfiment^ Fbr: :as he had evaciiated Zuaniecz, he found 
himlfilf expofed ‘tO)ithe'xlanger df being furrounded on 
the firfl: occaflon by the Ruflians, who, having the Bacha 
of:;Chatyra ,!iu^t 3 ^d^t interim eafily, and without 

danger, attack the Cburit whenever they pleafed. On 
the 6th of April the Ruflians .took pofleliion of Zuaniecz, 
and detached ia party, for the purpofe of 'entirely deftroying 
the Couinti andihis; tfoop&i In the night between the 7th 
and flth he wa? attacked at Braha, by four thoufand 
men, but the precipitation of the Rullian General faved 
the Count, o The enemy’s cavalry preceded their infantry, 
and firfl: lentered the village,! where they were very ill 
treated : by twoi batteries , the Count had conftruCled upon 
a fmall emiiience. Being thus forced to give way, they 
flopped the paflage of their infantry, which defeended 
the mountain of Braha ; and as every Ihot of the batteries 
took effect, the Count had the good fortune to repel them. 

Neverthelefs, 
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Ncyerthclefs, as he was by no mfj^s dcErous of a ibcond 
vifit, he quitted Braha on the 8th^ and n^dhfcd toi 
Kitaygrod, where he laid a : baridge acrofe tihe EhiicfUci!, 
and entered Turk yin fpice pf the prohibition andihenacteaiof 
the Bacha. He then paffed through Mefava, and repaired 
to Stadienieza near Chotym,^ where he pitched His tents near 
the camp of the Baciha of NatoHaj intending tp red His. 
troops for a Ihort fpace^ and to Rftle upon the meafiires 
neceflary to be adapted in facilitating his march throiugh 
Moldavia — . , . . 

On the loth he received an order from the Bacha of 
Chotym to raife his camp, and leave the daminions of 
the Grand Signior without delay; and this order was at- 
tended with the threat, that on the Icaft fign of refift- 
ance he would caufe all the confederates to be cut . in 
pieces. The Count returned for anlwer, that as the 
Grand Signior had granted his proteiiJion t© the con- 
federates of the republic, of whi^ he was a member, it 
was with the greatell furprize that he beheld the conduct 
of the Bacha, who had already forfeited his word, by 
promifmg him every alHftancc, whicLhe liad baiely de- 
parted from when he forbad him to pals the river art: 
Braha, and by that means expofed him to the mercy of 
the Ru/lians ; that there was no occalion for other proofs 
to convince him of the bad faith of the Bacha, who had 
fold his fervices to the Ruflians ; and that he feared not 
his threats, becaufe he was well affured that the brave men 
he commanded would not execute a commillion fo bafe as 
that of cutting off the troops of the friends and allies of 
the Grand Signior, who had taken refuge in his doi- 
minions. 


After 



•COUNT D.E BENYOWSKY. 31 

'A^tej* di/patchiog tliis ' anrwet, the Count waited upon 
the Bacha of Natedia, who was encamped near him, and 
to whom he communicated every particular of the con- 
dud: of the Bacha of Chotym, at the fame time that he 
requfefted his afUftahcc againft the violence of that traitor. 
The Bacha of Natolia, who was fecretly the enemy of 
the Bacha of Chotym, proinifed the Count his afliftance, 
and advifed him to fend a courier to Stamboul to acquaint 
the Grand Signior with the behaviour of the commander 
at Chotym, which the Count accordingly did the fame 
day. On the nth in the evening the Bacha of Chotym 
fent an Aga of the Janizaries to the Bacha of Natolia, 
with orders to fecure the perfon of the Count, and lend 
him to Chotym to be pundfhed for his infolence. But the 
Bacha of Natolia kept his promife to the Count, by fending 
an anfwer to the effed, that the Count, having fent a cfauz 
or courier to Stamboul, was entitled by the laws to an afylum 
till the return of the firman of the Grand Signior ; and that 
as his perfon was fafe in his hands, the Bacha of Chotym 
need not doubt his fecurity, though he refufed to put 
him into his without an exprefs order from the Grand 
Signior. After the departure of the Aga, the Bacha of 
Natolia advifed the Count to raife his camp, and retire, 
left the Bacha *of Chotym might avehge himfelf by 
treachery ; and this generous Turk, not content with 
ftiewing the Count every mark of friendftiip during his fhort 
ftay, detached likewife with him a body of one thoufand 
horfe, to accompany him to the frontiers of Poland. 

On the 14th, the Count raifed his camp, and 
marched towards Cllerniowcze, the refidence of the Hof- 
podar, at which place he arrived on the 1 6th, and from 

thence 
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thence difpatched feveral of his officers to convey - his 
baggage from Chotym ; but thefe, on their return, in- 
formed him, that the Bacha had feized the whole. Thus 
plundered by his allies, he marched towards Avriloveze, 
where he difmifled the Turkifh Spahisj and pailed, at 
length, to Zadobricze, in Poland, preferring the chance 
of war, though in a hazardous pofition, to the bale 
treatment he had received from his allies. 

On the 1 8th, after having refreftied his troops, which 
confifted of about three thoufand nine hundred men, he 
propofed to march towards Zombar to join the Count 
Pulauzky, but many of the Commanders refufed to fol- 
low him, and left him to the number fourteen hundred 
horfe; refuiing even to take charge of the lick and 
wounded, the conveyance of whom greatly incommoded 
the Count. He forced his march along the river Pruth 
as far as Dobrilow, where he arrived on the 26th. From 
Dobrilow he marched towards Oriow, and thence to Dor- 
chovicz, which is lituated in a valley between the Car- 
pathian mountains. On the 5th of May he fent an offi- 
cer from Dorchovicz to Zambor to procure intelligence 
of the Count Pulauzky ; and on the 9th his melTenger 
returned with the news that Count Pulauzky had retired 
into Hungary, and that the Ruffians were there under the 
command of Colonel Brincken, who being apprized of 
the approach of the Count, had determined to feck him. 
The Count, being fenlible from this advice of his extreme 
danger, which he could not avoid as he was ffiut in by 
his enemies, propofed to his troops to enter Hungary, and 
there wait for a favorable opportunity to enter Poland, in 
jumflion with the Count de Pulauzky. But they 
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refufed to follow him, becaufe they conhfted, for the 
moll part, of deferters from the Imperial forces, who 
durft not return into the Emperor’s dominions. In this 
diftrelfing htuation he had no other alternative but to 
retire into the foreft of Zyduczow, which he immediately 
put in execution. And Colonel Brincken would certainly 
have milTed him,, if he had not received advice of his re- 
treat by a deferter who left the Count at the palTage of 
Kippa, in the foreft of Zyduczow. 

The Ruflian Colonel, judging that the Count was 
marching towards Stry to join the confederate parties at 
Sanok, likewife haftened his march, and arrived thither 
half a day before the Count, whole forces were weakened 
by fatigue and hunger. In this ftate he was attacked, on 
the 19th of May about noon, by Colonel Brincken, at 
the head of four thoufand men. The Count was at firft 
compelled to give way ; but on the arrival of his cannon 
he, in his turn, forced the Colonel to retire, who at laft 
quitted the field, and retreated towards Stry. The advan- 
tage of the vidlory ferved only to augment the mifery, 
of the Count, who in this fingle a£lion had near three 
hundred wounded and two hundred and fixty-eight llain, 
and who had no other profpe<ft before him than either to 
perilh by hunger with his troops in the forefts, or to expofe 
himfelf to be cut in pieces by the enemy. However, that 
he might have no caufe to reproach himfelf, he took the 
advice of his officers and troops in his march towards 
Bialoboboky, who were unanimous to proceed to that 
place. The proje<ft required a fpeedy execution, though 
it was impoffible to carry it into efle<ft without firft re- 
Ireffiing the men and horfes who had juft been in action. 

VoL. I, F About 
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About eleven o’clock the Count refumed his march, and 
about ten in the morning of the 20th he arrived at the 
village of Szuka, where being obliged to halt for re- 
frefhment, he was furprized by a party of Coflacks, and 
had only time to quit the village and form his troops in 
order of battle on the plain, before he was attacked by 
the enemies cavalry, and loon after by their infantry, 
fupported by feveral pieces of cannon, which caufed the 
greateft deftrudtion among the forces of the Count. At 
length, in the heat of the combat, the Count, having 
before received two wounds with the fabre, was wounded 
in the body by the Ihot of a cannon, loaded with old 
iron and other deftrudive rubbifh. His fate decided 
that of his party, and the Ruffians had at laft the fatif- 
fadion of feeing him their prilbner. 

Colonel Brinken, the commander of the party he had 
fought with, caufed the Count to be conveyed to the 
Ruffian General Prince Proforouzky, who fent him 
to General * * * * commander in chief of 

the army, then encamped at Tarnopol, a man equally 
cruel and bafe, who, contrary to every fentiment of hu- 
manity, infulting the misfortunes of the Count, not 
only forbad the furgeons to drefs his wounds, but like- 
wife, after reducing him to bread and water, loaded him 
with chains, and in that Hate tranfported him to Kiow. 
It was fortunate, however, that the wounds of the Count 
reduced him to a lituation which perfuaded his condudor 
that he was in danger of immediate death, and induced 
him, upon his arrival at Polone, to make his report to 
Colonel Sirkow, the commanding officer at that place, 
who ordered him to be carried to the hofpital, where he 

was 
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was cured of his wounds by a French furgeon, named 
Blanchard ; from whofe report, when the Ruffian com- 
mander was informed that the Count was able to leave 
the hofpital, he caufed him to be lodged in the town, 
and advanced him fifty roubles for his fubfiftance. 

During his flay at Polone the Count became acquainted 
with a Lieutenant in the Ruffian fervice, named Milck, 
a native of Courland, who, equally generous with his 
Colonel, offered him a ffiare of the little he poffefled. 
Thus it was, that in the loweft ftage of misfortune the 
Count had the confolation to find friends, and he already 
had began to think his fituation tolerable, when he at 
once experienced the reverfe, upon the arrival of Briga- 
dier Bannier, who relieved Colonel Sirkow in his com- 
mand, and who had a ftrong prejudice againft the Count. 
Immediately after the departure of the Colonel this com- 
mander caufed the Count to be loaded with chains, and 
conduced to the dungeon with the reft of the prifoners, 
to whom this inhuman tyrant allowed no other fubfiftance 
than bread and water. Upon his entrance he recognized 
feveral officers and foldiers who had ferved under him, 
and their demonftrations of efteem and friendfhip was 
the only confolation he received in his diftreffed fituation. 

Twenty-two days were thus confumed in a fubter- 
raneous prifon, together with eighty of his companions, 
without light, and even without air, except what was 
admitted through an aperture which communicated with 
the cafemates. Thefe unhappy wretches were not per- 
mitted to go out, even on their natural occafions, which 
produced fuch an infection, that thirty-five of them died 
in eighteen or twenty days ; and fuch was the inhumanity 

F 2 and 
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and barbarity of the commander, that he fuffered the 
dead to remain and putrify among the living. The pri- 
fon was not opened till the i6th of July, which was 
the twenty-fecond of their confinement, and from thence 
the Count was led to the place of arms, where fevcral 
bands of prifoners, all in chains, were already convened. 
The order was foon given for their departure for Kiow, 
and they began their march under the guard of a com- 
pany, commanded by an ancient Captain of Infantry. 
The cruelty exercifed by the Rufiian officer towards the 
unfortunate men under his fuperintendance was fuch as 
can only be imagined by a monfter like himfelf. His 
brutal dilpofition caufed him to deprive them of half 
their allowance of bread, the value of which he con- 
verted to his own ufe, and he laid the villages under 
contribution for exempting them from providing the pri- 
ibners with lodging, at the fame time that he left them? 
expofed to the heat of the feafon and the rain in the 
open air, without tents or any fhelter whatever. Thefe 
unhappy men, emaciated with hunger and covered with 
wounds, being unable to march as faft as the com- 
mander defired, were continually beaten, and the Count 
himfelf was not excufed, though unable to walk without 
crutches. This treatment, fo infamous and Ihocking to 
humanity, caufed the deftru(9;ion of fuch a number of the 
prifoners, that out of fef^en hundred and eighty-two which 
were put under his condud; at Polone, he brought no- 
more than one hundred and forty-eight to Kiow, the reft 
being either dead, or abandoned in the forefts in a dying 
ftate. 


On 
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On the 4th of Auguft, Jiaving at length reached Kiow, 
a town on the border of Ruffia, fortified by fimple works 
of earth, the prifoners were again fiiut up in the cafemates, 
where they experienced the fame hardfliips as at Polone. 
The ftrength of the Count’s conftitution, which had 
hitherto enabled him to refift fuch an accumulation of 
hardfhips and fatigue, gave way at length, and on the 
1 2th he was attacked with a mafignant fever that quickly 
produced a delirium, which continued till the 8th of Sep- 
tember. On the I oth of the fame month the governor of 
Kiow, Count Voieikou, caufed the prifoners to pafs in re- 
view before himfelf and a commifiary who was charged to 
take an account of the name and quality of each. The 
Count, whom they were obliged to carry, had not ftrength 
to anfwer to his name when called in his turn ; whereupon 
the governor made enquiry refpecfting his ftate, and gave 
immediate orders that he ftiould be feparately lodged in a 
houfe, and that two roubles a day ftiould be paid him for 
fubfiftance. T his treatment, by enabling the Count to pro- 
cure proper diet, foon put him in a fair way of recovery. 
But at this crifis, unfortunately for him, an order arrived 
from Peterfburgh to fend ail the prifoners to Cazan, and 
the Count being forced to make this journey, though he 
was not compelled to walk, experienced a relaple, which 
obliged the Ruftlan officer to leave him at Nizym, a town 
dependent on the government of Kiow. M. Levner, a 
German merchant of that place, interefted himfelf in favor 
of the Count, and obtained permiffion of the Voywodc 
to receive him into his houfe. The care and attention of 
this humane and generous friend reftored him to health, 
and enabled him to appear in decent clothes. He fhould 

have 
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have thought his misfortunes greatly alleviated if he had 
been permitted to have remained at Nizym ; but on the arri- 
val of the fecond convoy of prifoners the Voyv/ode placed 
him in charge of the commanding officer. His benefedor, 
from whom he was then forced to part, had the generofity 
to prefent him with the fum of two hundred roubles, 
which, for fear of being robbed by fome of the Ruffian 
foldiers, he depofited in the hands of the commander, 
whofc name was Wolkow, with a requeft that he would 
keep it for him till his arrival at Cazan. On their arrival 
at Tula, the Count having occalion to purchafe fome pro- 
vilions and other necefiaries, requefted a few roubles of 
the commandant in the prefence of fome of the other 
prifoners ; but the unprincipled wretch not only had the 
effrontery to deny his having received any money, but 
likewife treated the Count with the moft injurious and 
abufive language, and from that time ufed every means in 
his power to render the reft of the journey uncomfortable 
to him. He even carried his malice fo far, that on their 
arrival at Cazan he accufed the Count before the governor, 
Count Krafnin Samaren, of attempting to raife a revolt 
among the prifoners ; and on this accufation he was loaded 
with chains and committed to prifon, from which he was 
not delivered but at the preffing inftances of the Counts 
Marffial Czarneezky, Potockzy, and the young Pulauzky. 

After his deliverance from prifon he was lodged with 
a goldfmith, named Vendifehov, a native of Sweden, who 
treated him with great kindnefs and humanity. The re- 
putation of the Count, and his open difpofttion, pro- 
cured him a numerous acquaintance among the Ruffian 
nobilty ; and one day, being invited to dine with a man 

of 
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of quality, he learned, by Teveral particulars of the con- 
verfation, that a delign was projedling againft the govern- 
ment. Some day%' afterwards, being invited again in the 
lame company, one of the guefts addreffed him, and pro- 
pofed many queftions refpedting the difpo/ition of the 
prifoners towards Government ; at the fame time obferv- 
ing that the governor of Cazan, having no more than 
four hundred men in garrilbn, was very unealy left the 
prifoners, whofe number amounted to feven thouland, 
ftiould revolt, and that to prevent fo dangerous an event, 
he had fent to Peterlburgh, requefting orders to fend 
them into Siberia. The Count immediately perceived the 
intention of the perfon who queftioned him, but not 
thinking it prudent to enter into any converfation by 
which he might feem to enter into an engagement, he 
only replied, that the Governor, having a body of brave 
men under his command, who were armed and in pof- 
feflion of the fortrefs, had nothing to fear from men 
worn out with difeale, and for the moft part acftually 
difabled ; but that he doubtlefs a<fted prudently in taking 
every precaution fuitablc to the office he held. The 
continuation of this difeourfe led the Ruffian at laft to 
declare to the Count, that the nobility of many of the 
governments were greatly difeontented with the defpotick 
authority of the Emprefs, and that, in order to deliver 
themfeives, they were difpofed to enter into a confede- 
racy to fhake off the yoke of flavery, and become as 
free as other nations ; that the prefent moment was 
highly favourable to their deftgns, becaufe the troops 
were employed elfewhere, and the clergy, equally dif- 
eontented, were ready to join the nobility, who beftdes. 

might 
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might eailly gain over the Tartars of Cazan, a people 
naturally difpofed to declare in favor of the Turks. He 
ended his difcourfe by obferving that the RuH^an nobility 
likewife depended much on the afliftance of the prifoners 
who were fo unworthily treated in their misfortunes. 

The Count, without any embarraffment, replied limply, 
that the prifoners being without arms, and always kept 
in light of their guards, could not dare to make any at- 
tempt againft government ; but that on recovering their 
liberty they were difpofed to fliew their gratitude in the 
moft zealous and effedtual manner, and that confequent- 
ly, if they were delivered from their wretched fituation, 
no matter by whom, their deliverers might be alTured of 
their attachment. After this converfation the Count 
rejoined the company, and was received with fuch de- 
monftrations of friendlhip as convinced him that the 
whole party conlifted of malecontents. Immediately 
after the company broke up, the Count waited on his 
old friend the Marfhal Czarncezky, to whom he com- 
municated his difeovery. On the following day the 
Marfhal invited feveral of the fuperior officers among 
the prifoners, and revealed the fecret to them, in order 
that by their deliberations it might be decided what mode 
of proceeding they ffiould adopt, in cafe they fhould re- 
ceive any propofals on the part of the difeontented no- 
bility. It was accordingly determined in fecret com- 
mittee, that the confederates fhould not enter into any 
confpiracy againft the government in conjundlion with 
the malecontents, to whom, neverthelefs, a promife might 
be made, that in cafe they fhould become mafters of 
the city, the prifoners, being let at liberty, would form 

a body 
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a body which ihould adt in concert with their deliverers 
until the final orders of the generality of the confedera- 
tion might arrive. 

The Count de Beiwowlky was entrufted with tho 
management of this afiair, which he purfued with the 
greateft zeal, prudence and fagacity, in fuch a manner 
as not to endanger any of the prifoners, even on the 
fuppofition that government jfhould difcover the con- 
fpiracy. The malecontents, on the other hand, entered 
into their purfuit with fo much fpirit, that they fuc- 
ceeded in In'inging over to their party the nobility of 
the governments of Voronicz, Bielogorod, Kiow, and 
the greater part of Mofcow, the capital of Ruflia. They 
only waited for the appearance of the Tartars of Cazan, 
who had engaged to prefent themfelves before the town 
of Cazan with nine or ten thoufand horfe. 

Such was the fiate of afFairs on the 6th of November, 
(1769) when a hidden change was produced by a quarrel 
between two Ruffian lords, one of whom informed the 
governor, that the prifoners, in concert with the Tartars, 
meditated a defign againft his perfon and the garrifon. 
This apoflate accufed the Count, in order to fave his 
friends and countryjnen. On the 7th, at eleven at night, 
the Count, not fufpeding any fuch event, heard a knock- 
ing at his door. He came down, entirely undrefTed, with 
a candle in his hand, to enquire the caufe ; and upon open- 
ing his door was furprized to fee an officer, with twenty 
foldiers, who demanded if the prifoner were at home. 
Oik liis replying in the affirmative, the officer fnatched 
the candle out of his hand, and ordering his men to 
follow him, went haftily up to the Count’s apartment. 
Vox.. I. G * The 
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The Count immediately took advantage of the miftake, 
quitted his houfe, and repaired to the quarters of his 
intimate friend, Major Wynbladth, who was likewife a 
prifoner. After relating the adventure to' him, and en- 
gaging him to make his efcape together with him, they 
quitted Cazan, and repaired to the neareft village, where 
they took horfes of the countrymen, with the intention 
of haftening to Sebukfar. On their arrival at this place 
they apprized feveral Ruffian gentlemen of the difeovery 
of their plot, who having the ftrongeft ireafons to 
fear the confequences of the Count’s being arrefted, 
gave him a podrufehna, or order for poft horfes, with 
money and cloathing. From Sebukfar they paffied to 
Kufmoden Janlkoy, where they took poft, and continued 
their route as far as Nizney Novogrod, where they gave 
out that they were officers returning from Kizlar to Pe- 
terlburg, charged with difpatches from the governor. 
The Voivod had the politenefs to invite them to dinner, 
and treated them elegantly, after which he furniftied 
them with a letter for the Voivod of Volodomir, which 
was of the greateft fervice to them, as they certainly 
would have been arrefted if they had not been provided 
with it. They ftill continued to urge their courfe, and 
pafled through Mofeow, as well as Twer, Velki- novo- 
grod, and other places, in the night. 

At length they arrived at Peterlburg on the 19th of 
November, where the Count took lodgings in a hotel, 
caufing his Major to pafs in the charader of his valet- 
de chambre. Upon his firft going out he met a German 
tradefman, by profeffion an apothecary, who being given 
to un^erftand that the Count was deurous of palling by 
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fea into another country, directed him to the lodgings of 
a Dutch Captain. 

The Count accordingly waited on the Captain, and 
begged him to take him and his domeftic palTengers, 
promiling to pay him five hundred ducats on his arrival 
in Holland. The Captain agreed to receive him on 
board, and as he was ready to fet fail the following day, 
he appointed the Count to meet on the bridge of Neva 
about midnight, who accordingly attended there exa<Stly 
at the time, with his companion. While they were 
waiting the arrival of the Captain with the utmoft im- 
patience, he at length appeared, and fainted the Count, 
begging that he would remain on the fpot a moment, as 
he would quickly return, after he had finifhed fome prefling 
bufinefs with his correfpondent. He did not fail to re- 
turn foon after, and beckoned the Count, who haftened 
to meet him. But at the very inftant he was about to 
exprefs his gratitude to the Captain, twenty foldiers 
feized on him, and knocked him down ; after which 
they condvM^ted him, together with the Major, to the 
Count Cfecferin, Lieutenant-General of the Police, who, 
in a very mild and polite manner, propofed the follow- 
ing queftiorts to the Count. 

1 . He demanded the birth, country, age, and religion 
of the Count ? 

2. Under what power he had ferved before he became 
engaged in the confederation ? 

3. Who had perfuaded him to hgn the adl of confe- 
deracy ? 

• 4. Whether he did not know that the court of France 
furniflied money for the payment of the troops of the 
confederates ? 

G 2 
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5. Who had engaged him, being a priibnerj to exeijte 
the other prifoners to revolt, and what was his defign, in 
cafe he had fucceeded in getting poffeffion of Gazan ? 

6. Whether the other confederate chiefs were con- 
cerned in the confpiracy or not, and whether there were 
not certain Ruilians engaged with him to, carry thi« 
abominable plot into execution? their names, and the 
manner in which the engagement was brought about ? 

7. After deferting from Cazan, why did the prifoner 
repair to Peteriburg, if he had not fomc premeditated de- 
hgn ? Whence had he money for making a journey of 
that length by poft, and, why did he pretend that his 
companion was his fervant ? 

8. On the fuppofition that his deiign was that of 
quitting Ruflia, why did he prefer going to Holland ? 

The anfwers of the Count were, 

1. That he was born Magnate of the kingdoms of 
Hugary and Poland, is aged twenty-eight years, and 
profefles the Ghriftian religion. 

2. That he fervcd in the Imperial army in quality of 
officer in the war again the King of Fruffia. 

3. That in his quality of Starofte, he thought it his 
duty to affift the republic in fhaking off a foreign 
yoke. 

4. That he was ignorant whether or no the court 
of France furnifhed the confederation with money. 

5. That he had never excited the prifoners to revolt, 
his deiign being no other than that of recovering his 
own liberty ; and that the tyranny and cruelty he had ex- 
perienced in the prifons had forced him to this attempt ; 
that he never had any intention of feizing the town of 

Cazan ; 
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Qziam ; and: tterefore he could have no further in- 
tentiom confequent to the imaginary capture of that 
town. 

6. That in quality of prilbner, it was neither necef- 
fary nor expedient that he fliould become an informer, 
and confequcndy that he declined anfwcring the flxth 
qufeftion, 

7. That after quitting Cazan he had repaired to Pe- 
teriburg, for the j^rpofe of more eahly quitting the 
empire by means of ftne foreign ihips ; that as he had 
no other defign, he had caufed Major Wynbladth to pafs 
as his domeftic, that their difficulties and expences might 
by that means be diminiflied. 

8. That as to his intention of repadring to Holland, 
he had no other motive than his having met with a 
Dutch Captain, who promifed him his paffiige, and 
that it was, befides, of little confequence to him what 
country he might go to, provided it were out of the 
dominions of Kuffia. 

After this examination the Count was conveyed to the 
fort St. Peter and St. Paul, and there confined in a fub- 
terraneous dungeon, feparate from Major Wynbladth. 
On the 23d in the morning, being the third day of his 
detention, his prifon was opened for the firll time, and 
after three days faft he received a morfel of bread and a 
pitcher of water. On the lame day in the evening he 
was conduced by an officer and fix men from his prifon 
to the minifter, Count Panin, who was in his cabinet, 
and who propofed an hundred quellions, one after the 
other, without giving him time to anfwer, and at laft 
fliewing him fevcral papers, from which he affirmed that 

he 
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he was acquainted with all the machinations of the Count,' 
he loaded him with the hariheft invedives, advihng him 
to affirm all queftions that might be afked in the council, 
■which if he failed to do, he would find himfelf in a 
wretched fituation. After this mild and friendly advice 
Count Panin ordered him to be re-cond-udod to his prifon, 
giving diredions that he fhould be loaded with irons. 

On the 23d he was again brought' forth, and con- 
duded before the privy council. • On. his ei^tance^ 
into the plw of tneeting* he beheld twenty ^Rufli^ns^ 
feated, each having a fheet of paper befori him, and ‘ 
a pen in his hand. Count Panin prefided at thii 
council. The perfon who performed the fundion of 
procureur , read all the queftions which had been 
made by the Count Cfecferin to the Count Eehy- 
ow/ky, and alfo his anfwers. Count Panirt afterwards 
ordered the Count Benyowfky to fwear that all thefe 
anfwers were conformable to truth, with which he 
immediately complied. After this .preliminary. Count 
Panin required him to retrad his oath, and confefs the 
truth, otherwife he fhould be put to the torture. This 
threat, fufficiently horrid to fhake the fortitude of the 
mofl: innocent perfon, irritated the Coimt, who replied 
to the minifter,.' that, as a. judge, it ill became him to 
perform the office of executioner ; that juftice ought 
never to have recourfe to punifhment, before convidion 
of the accufed ; and that the council having propofed to 
the Count to purge himfelf by oath, it was neceftary that* 
his convidion fhould be founded on proofs that his oath 
was falfe, or that otherwife every violent proceeding* 
againft him would be an ad of barbarity, to which he 

never 
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never conld believe that her Majefty the Emprefs would 
give her fanftion. This anfwer of the Count, which 
was written down word for word by the fecretary, caufed 
feveral . members of the council to vindicate him againfl: 
the opinion, of Count Panin. Thefe gentlemen obferved, 
that the prifpner j having been convidlcd of nothing but 
an attempts j to defert, could not be condemned as a 
ftate criminal. This obfervation produced a difpute 
between the affeiTors, and the Count was condu(!led back 
to his prifon ; from which he was again brought forth on 
the morning of the 25th, and conduded before the 
council, where he was confronted with a Ruffian gentle- 
man, whom the governor of Cafan had fent to Peterf- 
burg to be exaniined by the council. This wretch was 
the fame who had accufed the Count to the governor of 
Cafan. He maintained before the council, that the 
Count knew of the plot which the Ruffians had formed 
againfl government^ that he had encouraged them, and 
that he himfelf was the perfon who had proraifed the 
difcontented party to affift them with all the prifoners. 
The prefident ordered the Count to anfwer this accufation, 
which he did, by freely affirming that he had, in feveral 
companies of the nobility, heard propofals treated of 
againfl the governor of Cafan. That thefe noblemen 
had adually made formal propofitions to him, to become 
conneded with the party of malecontents, and to engage 
all the prifoners in their interefl : but that as his fltua- 
tion as a prifoncr did not require him to abandon his prin- 
ciples and betray them, he had kept the fecret ; and as 
fat as related to the propofitions made to him by the 
malecontents, he had anfwercd without hefitation, that 
, , the 
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the prifoners would not engage in any attempt againft 
the government of Gazan, and ftilllefs againft the interefts 
of the Emprefs : That it did not become them to inter- 
meddle in the pretenfions of the Ruffian nobility, who 
alone were to decide their own quarrel, and that the 
prifoners would patiently fuffer their late, though the 
difcontented nobility might depend upon their ferviccs,. 
in the lingle cafe only that they ftiould firft fet them 
at liberty. 

The Ruffian himfelf acknowledged that this account 
was true ; after which the Count was returned to prifon 
till the 29th, when he was brought before the council 
to receive his final judgment. At the commencement of 
this fitting the prefident threatened the Count to put 
him to the torture ; but being unable to urge any crime 
but that of defertion againft him, he propofed to the 
Count to fign a refignation, by which he obliged him- 
felf never to ferve againft the Ruffians ; to quit the em- 
pire without delay ; and never to return, on pain of 
death. Under thefe conditions Count Panin promifed 
him his liberty. Count Benyowfky did not hefitate to 
fign his refignation, of which the following is the pur- 
port. 

I, the underfigned, do acknowledge, that having been 
feizfcd in my flight from Cafan, and her Rnperial Majefty 
of all the Ruffias having pardoned me by her natural 
clemency, I have entered into the prefent renunciation, 
never to ferve any power againft the arms of her Imperial 
Majefty ; and that, upon becoming in pofleffion of my 
liberty, I promife for ever to quit her dominions, obliging 
myfelf, under pain of death, not to enter them again 

under 
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under any pretext whatever. Done at Peterfburgh, the 
2 ad of November, 1769. 

The Count, after having figned this engagement, inftead 
of being fet at liberty was reconduded to his prifon, and 
there confined till the 4th of December, when, about 
two hours after midnight, an officer with feven foldiers 
came to him, giving orders that they fhould take off his 
chains and clothe him in a fheep-lkin garment ; after 
which his fetters were again faftened on, and he was 
conduded into the court of the prifon and thrown upon 
a fledge, to which two horfes were harneffed, which 
immediately fet out with the greateft fwiftnefs. The 
darknefs did not permit the Count to difeern the objeds 
around him, but the noife of many bells led him to 
think that he was followed by feveral fledges, a cir- 
cumftance which excited a long train of refledions on 
the fatality and lingular circumftances of his deftiny. 

At the beginning of his journey he conceived fome 
hopes that he was to be conduded into Poland ; but at 
day -break the fight of feveral villages through which 
he had paffed after his departure from Cazan deftroyed 
that hope, and convinced him that he was on his way to 
Siberia as an exile. 

When they reflfed at noon the Count received a 
morfel of dry bread, and on defeending from his fledge 
to mount into another, he perceived Major Wyiibladth, 
who was the companion of his misfortunes. The ex- 
ceffive cold caufed the Count to fuffer much pain from 
his wounds, and he was almoft frozen when the com- 
mander of the convoy made him difmount to pafs 

VoL. I. PI the 
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the night in a cottage. When he recovered the ufe of 
his faculties he perceived that he was in company with 
Major Wynbladth, who not being wounded was better 
able to fupport the rigour of the feafon. In this com- 
mon date of misfortune it was fome confolation that they 
could fee each other and communicate their refledions. 

The Ruffian commander, Prince Maneow, Lieutenant 
of the troops of the Senate, being affeded with their 
deplorable htuation, informed them, in confidence, that 
his orders were to condud them to Mofcow, from whence 
they were aftei*wards to be carried to Tobolzk, and thence 
to Kamchatka, the place of their exile. He had like- 
wife the politenefs to caufe them to eat with him. 

When they arrived near Mofcow their condudor 
quitted them, and returned with fledges, and a detach- 
ment of fixteen foldiers, headed by a Lieutenant, who re- 
lieved the Prince Maneow, conduded them forward on 
their journey. On the 13th of December they arrived 
at Volodomir, where they were joined by four fledges 
with four exiles, likewife deftined to pafs the remainder 
of their lives at Kamchatka, and from that Ration they 
had the confolation of their company. The Count, 
who was well acquainted with the Ruffian language, 
made enquiries concerning thefe four prifoners. The 
one was Vaffili Vaffilics Panow, Lieutenant of the Guards; 
the fecond Hippolite Stepanow, Captain of Infantry ; 
the third Afaph Baturin, Colonel of Artillery ; and the 
fourth Ivan Juanies Solmanow, Secretary of the Senate of 
Mofcow. Their efcort confifted of forty-fix foldiers of 
Volodomir, under whom they were conduded to Nizney 

Novogrod, 
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Novogrod, where they arrived on the 1 8th, and from 
thence they were drawn to Kuzemodemjazkoy, a town 
where their guard was reinforced with one hundred and 
fifty horfemen, to pafs more fecurely through the go- 
vernment of Cazan, at that time difturbed by the incur- 
fions of the Tartars, who, fince the departure of the 
Count, had already committed feveral ads of hoftility, 
and with whom a party of the prifoners delerted from 
Cazan had taken refuge. Thefe circumftances occafioned 
the commander of their party not to ftop in any of the 
villages, but to make the beft of his way to the town of 
Malmitz, fituated on the banks of the river Viattka, 
where the reinforcement left them. From Malmitz they 
were drawn to Saragut, and thence to Kunzir, from 
Kunzir to Tuninkz, and from thence to Tobolzk, the 
capital of Siberia, diftant feven hundred aad eighty leagues 
from Peteriburg. 

On their arrival they were lodged in the town, each 
feparatcly with his guard. The Governor, Count Denis 
Juanovicz Cfecferin, brother of the Lieutenant-General 
of the Police of Peteriburg, a man as remarkable for 
his humanity, as for the politenefs of his behaviour, not 
only caufed the irops of the exiles to be taken off, but 
likewife afforded them every kind of alliftance, even to 
the furnifhing them with linen ; and as he was affeded 
with the mifery of thefe unfortunate men, he granted 
them his permiffion to pafs fourteen days in the town, 
to recover their health, which was much impaired by 
hunger and the inclemency of the feafon. During the 
whole time that the prifoners remained at Tobolczk they 

H 2 were 
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were furniflied with provifions from his own kiteherr, aiid 
on their departure he prefented each of them with the 
fum of fifty roubles, with a quantity of brandy, and like- 
wife five hundred pounds of tobacco, an article of great 
value at Kamchatka. 

We {hall here terminate the narrative which we have 
eolleded of the adventures of the Count, and fhall relate 
the fequel as it is written with his own hand. 
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OF THE 

TRAVELS of the COUNT BENYOWSKY 
into Siberia, in confequence of an order of the 
Senate of Petersburg, by which he was banilhcd 
to Kamchatka. 


CHAP. r. 

introduction, the count arrives at tobolzk, the capital 

OF SIBERIA. HUMANITY OF THE GOVERNOR. DEPARI’URE FROM 
THAT PLACE. VILLAGES ON THE ROAD. CITY OF TARA. RIVER 
AND TOWN OF TOMSKY. THE TARTARS INTEREST THEMSELVES 
IN FAVOUR OF THE EXILES. A PROPOSAL IS MADE TO THE COUNT 
TO ESCAPE TO CHINA, TO WHICH HIS WOUNDS PREVENT HIS. 
ACCEDING. PRESENT TO THE EXILES FROM THE TARTARS. DIS- 
INTERESTED BEHAVIOUR OF THEIR CONDUCTOR. 

T W A S born of an illuftrious family in Hungary, and 
ferved the ftates of the republick of Poland with fome 
diftindion, under whofe colours I had the misfortune to be 
made prifoner by the Ruffians in open war, after receiving 
feventeen wounds. This unfortunate event fubjeded me 
to every calamity which tyranny can inflid. T wi s con - 
veyed from one prifon to another, and - ' co 
to the unhappy ftate of flavery. In c 
order of tlie Ruffian Senate for my 


5+ MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS of 

loaded with fetters, and conducted to Tobolzk, the capi- 
tal of Siberia, conhfting of about five hundred houfes, 
inhabited by Ruffians and Tartars. It Rands at the foot 
of a mountain, on the top of which is a caflle, com- 
manding the town, and ferving as a place of refidence 
for the governor. 

The garrifon of this town ufually confiRs of two regi- 
ments of infantry, three fquadrons of cavalry, and two 
or three hundred Coffacks. The governor of Tobolczk, 
Count Denis JuanovieczCfecferin, a man equally eRimable 
for the humanity and generofity of his difpofition, caufed 
my fetters to be taken off the firR day of my arrival, and, 
after providing me with a lodging, heaped many favours 
upon me and Mr. Wynbladth, the companion of my 
misfortunes. This gentleman was a Major under the 
confederation, who having ffiared in my former adven- 
tures, was likewife the partner of my baniffiment. The 
greateft favor which I obtained from the governor was, 
doubtlefs, the ufe of pen and paper, to diffipate my 
cares. Precious inftrument, which can give the ffiadow 
of liberty where the fubRance exiRs not ! IneRimable 
gift of art, whofe value can be truly eRimated by thofe 
only who have felt thy lofs ! With thee I Riall Rill poffefs 
the enjoyments of the mind ; and by thy affiRance my 
misfortunes and complaints may be tranfmitted to future 
times ! 

I arrived at Tobolczk on the 20th of January, 1770, 
and as I did not quit this town till the 4th of February, 
tliC benevolence and care of the governor enabled me to 
recover my health and flrength to fupport the voyage 
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with greater courage. The governor, after having loaded 
me with marks of his favour, which was likewile ex- 
tended to my five companions, difpatchcd us for our 
place of dcilination, under the efcort of a Sottnik of 
Cofiacks, with twenty-four men under his command ; at 
the fame time he informed us that our condud-or had 
orders to treat us with kindnefs. We departed from 
Tobolczk with fixteen fledges, fo that we had a fledge 
for every two excepting the commander, who had one 
for himfelf. The firft paufe we made was at Sobulak, 
a village inhabited entirely by Tartars. Our commander 
lodged us all with him in a houfe, and promifed that 
this fhould be the cafe throughout the journey. We eat 
with him, and the Coffacks might have been taken for 
our fervants, from the particular attention v/hich our 
condudor ordered them to pay us. His example caufed 
the whole troop to omit no means of rendering our jour- 
ney as agreeable and as comfortable as could be expeded 
in a ftate of flavery. 

On the 5th we departed from Jubalak to continue our 
journey, and at noon we refted near a river named Supkra 
to refrefh our horfes. Our condudor informed us, while 
his troop was employed in procuring fome provifions froai 
the neighbouring villages, that he was the fon of a Swedidi 
colonel, who had had the misfortune to be banifhed, 
and that he himfelf, being a native of Siberia, had 
been inrolled among the Cofliicks, over whom he at 
prefent was Sottnik, or commander of one hundred men ; 
that fince his promotion he had always endeavoured to 
obtain the charge of the exiles which were to be con- 
duded into Siberia, as it gave him the greateft fatisfadion 

to 
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to have an opportunity of alleviating their misfortunes. 
The free and open manner with which this officer 
exprefled himfelf, fufficiently ffiowed that he fpoke his 
real fentiments, and it was a great confolation to us to 
find ourfelves under the di recti' n of a virtuous and com- 
paffionate man. From Supk-Tu we continued our journey 
along the banks of the river Jrtieffi, and arrived at the 
fmall town of Bercnowzky, where we palled the night. 
At this place we found twenty exiles, who treated us 
ffih. Thefe unfortunate men affiired us, that in the 
fingle province of Tobolczky there were upwards of 
twenty-two thoufand exiles, reduced to feck their main- 
tenance by the chace. From Bercnowzky we departed 
on the 6th, and arrived very late in the night at llirga, 
a village compofed of about fifteen hojfes, inhabited by 
exiles j among whom I recognized an Hungarian, who 
informed me, that he had been Major of one of the 
regiments of Huffars in the Rulfian fervice, commanded 
by General Horvath ; and that he had the misfortune to be 
banifhcd for requefling his difmiffion, in order to return 
into his own country. He afl'ured me, that he was a gen-r 
tleman of the family of Orofz. As I ran no rilk in con- 
verfing with this unfortunate perfon in the Hungarian 
language, whicli was underftood by no one prefent but 
liim and myfcif, I afked him many queftions, and among 
others, how it happened that fo great a number of exiles, 
reduced to the moft extreme mifery, had not yet made 
feme attempts to efcape j to which he anfwered, that a 
confidcrable number of their companions had already 
attempted to efcape towards Perlia, but having been met 
by the Nogais Tart^s they were all llain, and that this 

event 
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cwilt had intimidated the others, and prevented thenj 
from following their example. Beiides which he informed 
me of fo many obftacles, that at laft I was convinced of 
the great difficulty of efcaping from exile at Tobolczk, 
and refledlcd with great fatisfa< 9 ion that my defrination 
was to Kamchatka, on the fea coaft, though I am per- 
fuaded that there is no country whatever in which liberty 
may not be gained by an aBbciation of relblute men, 
infpired with the love of independence. 

On the 7 th, after having pafred the river Ifirga, we 
arrived at Juika, a village inhabited by Tartars, who re- 
galed us with mare’s milk and horfe fleffi. The exceffivei 
cold and the wind, which threw up the fnow in whirl- 
winds and drifts, forced our commander to remain at 
this village four days. We quitted it on the nth early 
in the morning, and about noon we refted on the banks 
of a river, over which we forded, and from whence we 
proceeded to Ahufea, a village frtuated on the banks of 
a river of the lame name, which falls into the river 
irtifek. Here we paffed the night, and the next day 
proceeded to T^a, the capital of the province of the 
fame name. The commander of our troop propofed to 
pafs fome days in this town, on account of the feverity 
of the weather, as well as diat we might reft ourfelves, 
and be better enabled to fupport the fatigues of the reft of 
our journey, which was to be made without fledges. 
During our ftay at Tara the commandant allowed us the 
liberty of walking in the town, and even in the environs i 
his friendly difpofltion towards us extended fo far, that he 
prevailed on the Voivode to invite us to dinner, and after^ 
wards perfuaded feveral of the inhabitants to make iw 

Voi. I. * I prefents. 
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presents. Tkefe confifted of J^abito ^ Ibajfoij, aad a 
Confiderabk ^autity of brandy. r, 

On the 2 ad we at length quitted Taraj and aft^ 
having repaffed the river Irtilka we arrived Luky, a 
village inhabited by Tartars ; frc«n whence We ooi^inned 
through iitinasenfe woods and over lofty mountaina, where 
we all fuffered greatly from fat^ue, and more efpecially 
myfelf, who was covered with wounds. Our day« jour- 
neys were very (hort, our nights paffed in the midifl: of 
fnow» and our horfes had no other food than n^s. On 
the 3d of April, being encainped on the river Om, we 
were furprized by a band of Tartars of the hord of Ba- 
rabuts. On their firft appearance we requefted the 
commandant to fupply us with arms to dj^nd ourfelves, 
and immediately mounted our horfes. ' The Tartars ap- 
proached, obferved us for a moment, and paffed by, full 
gallop, without molefting us^ After their departure we 
croffed the river Om, and continued our march to the 
river Juakra, on the borders of which we pitched out 
tents. At day-break, juft at the mon^nt we mounted 
our horfes, we difeovered a troop of armed men on foot, 
who called out to us, in the Ruffian language, to wait 
for them, which our condu<ftor caufed us to do. On 
their arrival they faluted us, and afterwards addreffing 
our chief, they propofed many queftions refpedting our 
lituation, which, when they learned, they condoled with 
us, and informed us that they were our partners in mif- 
fortune, having been exiled into Siberia, and that for ten 
years paft they had fubfifted merely by the chace and 
fiftiing. Their number amounted to fixty-three men, 
who apparently had fome enterprize in contemplation. 

Our 
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O^r commander, who was appreheniive of bad confer- 
iqiiences from their company, propofed to part, but they 
tompelled him to remain three days on the fpot. 

Thefe huntfmen, finding our provifion of brandy ex- 
cellent, did not fiiffer us to depart but with regret : at 
length, however, being delivered from thefe importu- 
nate people, we quitted the river Juakra, and marched 
towards Bogorodekoy, where we arrived on the 
nth. > From Bogorodekoy we crofied the river Oby, 
and on the 17 th we arrived at Tomfzky, a town re- 
gularly enough built, but peopled, for the moft part, 
with Tartars. It is fituated on the banks of the river 
Tomfzky, and, for its defence, is provided with a kind 
of fort, in which the Voivode of the provmce refides, 
with fdUr hundred foldiers and eight hundred Cofiacks. 
The governor’s name was Villcneuf, of French origin, 
i:>ieutenant-Coloncl in the fervice of Ruifia, and for- 
merly an exile. He received us with humanity, and by 
the perfuafion of our conductor, permitted us to re- 
main in the town till the loth of May, in order to 
avoid the inclemency of the feafon, which was fo much 
the more dangerous, as the weather is always extremely 
wet at the latter end of April and the beginning of May. 

We paffed our time not difagreeably at Tomfzky, be- 
caufe the Tartars, being informed by our condudor that 
we had had the misfortune to be made prifoners of war 
when fighting in conjundion with the Turkifli army, 
made it a point of religion to aifift us. Among 
others a dealer in fables interefted hitijfelf more particu- 
larly in my welfare. He propofed^ tei me to make my 
efcape towards China, and exprefibd his readinefs to 

I 2 run 
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run the rifk of accompanying me. He informed me 
that he was born in the hord of Kantay, in the country 
of Kalkaz, on the borders of China, and was perfectly 
acquainted with the road thither. I fliould have ac- 
cepted his propofal with joy, if the difficulty, or rather 
the impoffibility, of travelling at leaft three hundred 
leagues on foot had not detained me. The deplorable 
lituation to which my wounds had reduced me was fuf- 
ficient to convince him of the impoffibility of my accept- 
ing his propofitiom He therefore loaded me with pre- 
fents, which, whether they came from him alone, or from 
the whole body of Tartars of Toinfzky, amounted to 
more than nine hundred roubles, a fum which we di- 
vided amongft us, and out of which we were delirous 
of making a prefent to our condudor. But this generous 
man refufed to accept of the fmalleft trifle, and aflured 
us, that on our arrival at Kamchatka we ffiould find fuf- 
ficient occafion for our money. 


CHAR 
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CHAP II. 

DEPARTURE FROM TOMSZKY. JUSKA KRASNOIARSZK. ILLIMSK. PRICE 
CURRENT OF EUROPEAN GOODS AND FURS AT THAT PLACE. 
JAKUTZK. PRIVILEGED COMPANY OF TRADERS IN FURS. THE 
COUNT PROJECTS HIS FUTURE ESCAPE IN CONCERT WITH M. 
HOFFMAN. A SOCIETY OF EXILES FORMED. THEY DEPART FOR 
JAKUTZK, LEAVING M. HOFFMAN BEHIND. THEIR GUARDS QUAR- 
REL. ALARMING CONSEQUENCE OF MR. HOFFMAN’S DEATH. ITS 
EFFECTS HAPPILY PREVENTED. 

O N the iith of May we at length quitted the town 
of Tomfzky, and palled through a defert country 
covered with woods and mountains, always encamped in 
the fnow, and after fourteen days moft painful march we 
were necellitated to reduce our allowance to half a pound 
of bifcuit per day. Being thus exhaufted by hunger and 
fatigue, after lohng eight ColTacks and twelve horfes on 
the road, we at length arrived on the i8th at Julka 
Krafnoiarfzk, a town fituated on the banks of the great 
river Jenifea : it conlifts of about thirty houfes, inhabited 
by Ruffian exiles ; the fort, more properly called the 
miferable intrenchment, in which the houfe of the 
Voivode is built, is a raifed fquare furrounded with pa- 
lifades, and the garrilbn which defends it is compofed 
only of twenty foldiers, who are likewife exiles. 

The Voivode of this province, famous for its mifery, 
lodged us in his fortrefs, and did not condefcend to fee us 
till our condu(ftor had informed him that we intended 
making him a prefcnt. This news, which our condu<^Ior 
iikewife communicated to us, occaiioned the Governor to 

invite 



62 


MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS op 

invite us to fupper ; and he did not difdain the acceptance 
of hxty roubles as a prefent, and for a like fum he fold us a 
fmall barrel of brandy, containing about eighteen bottles. 

On the 19th in the morning the Voivode preffed our 
conductor to depart, and we quitted this place about noon. 
The continuation of our journey was not more agreeable 
than that from Tomfzk. No objed: prelented itfelf to our 
eyes but an immenfe plain of fnow, here and there inter- 
rupted by mountains. Every fucceeding day became more 
fatiguing. We loft almoft all our horfes, and we pafled the 
two chains of mountains which feparate the government 
of Illimfk from that of fenifeifk, almoft dying with hun- 
ger, having no other fubfiftence than the bark of the 
birch tree fteeped in water. At length however we ar- 
rived on the 25 th of July, and the 26th day of our march, 
on the banks of the river Angara, where we had the good 
fortune to meet a horde of Tungus Tartars, who gave us 
four elks, with a provifton of dry fifh, in exchange for 
tobacco and brandy. 

On the 26th we arrived at Illimfk, the capital of the 
province of the fame name, fttuated on the banks of the 
river Illima. This town poflefles a confiderable trade, 
arifing from the quantity of furs depofited here, which 
the exiles keep till the arrival of the Ruftian merchants, 
who purchafe them in exchange for European provifions 
and export them to China. They ufually gain 200 per 
cent, on the merchandizes of Europe, and on their arrival 
at China they again redouble their profit on the furs. 
The following is nearly the rate at which the merchandize 
of Europe is fold to the hunters and exiles of this place : 
one pound of gunpowder, three roubles ; one poirnd df 

tobacco. 
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tobapco, one rouble and ,a balf j forty pounds of flour, 
five roubles ; ten pounds of butter, fix roubles ; a barrel 
of brandy of eighteen pints, fifty roubles ; and in propor- 
tion to thefe values they barter or purchafe one fable’s 
Ikin for one rouble ; one black fox’s Ikin, three roubles ; 
one bear’s fkin, half a rouble ; fifty (kirts of the northern 
fquirrel, (petit gris) one rouble ; one hundred Ikins of the 
white rabit, one rouble ; twenty-four Ikins of ermins, one 
rouble, &c. &c. 

The Voivode df this province, after having fupplied us 
with fix elks and twenty pounds of flour for our provifion, 
difpatched us to Uftkotfkoy, a village lituated on the 
banks of the Lena, where we embarked in canoes, made 
of the bark of the birch, in order to haften our journey. 
We pafled down the river Lena, which runs by Jakutfzk, 
and after running through all the northern part of Siberia 
empties itfelf into the frozen fea. Our voyage by water 
was very commodious and agreeable on account of the 
beauty of the fealbn, and we happily arrived at Jakutfzk 
on the 20th of Auguft, where we were all lodged in one 
houfe, having for our guard only four foldiers, commanded 
by a ferjeant who relieved our conductor. 

The town of Jakutfzk, which is fituated in the fixty- 
fecond degree of north latitude, is the capital of a province 
of the lame name. It is compofed of 130 houfes and a 
fortrefs, the whole built of wood, and inhabited either by 
exiles or coffacks, a kind of military which the govern- 
ment has formed by enrolling all the male children of 
the Swedes and Germans formerly exiled into Siberia. 
This troop is ufually employed by government to levy 
tribute on the Tartars who are fubjedt to Ruflia. Their 

number. 
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number, in the year 1 764, amounted to twelve thoufand 
armed men. 

During our ftay at this place I became acquainted 
with feveral Greek merchants to whom the Emprefs had 
granted the exclufive privilege of the fur trade in this 
province, in conhderation of the fum of thirty thoufand 
roubles. They allured me they had already gained above 
eighty thoufand roubles belides the purchafe money ; but 
that being obliged to Ihare that fum with governors and 
minifters, for the fupport of their rights, this trade had 
not been extremely advantageous, efpecially lince the 
war with Turkey had, during the laft three years, inter- 
rupted the freedom of commerce. I likewife became 
acquainted with feveral exiles, from whom I learned that 
there were thirty-five officers exiled in that town, and 
that their number in that fingle province amounted to 
four hundred and twenty-five men. All thefe unfortunate 
perfons lamented the departure of Monf. de Brin, a 
Frenchman, Colonel in the lervice of Ruffia, who had, 
during five years, been Voivode of the province ; and 
who, unfortunately for them, had been relieved by a 
Ruffian as remarkable for his cruelty and barbarity as his 
predecelTor was for his generofity and goodnefs. 

On the third day after my arrival in this city I re- 
ceived a vifit from the Sieur Hoffman, a Surgeon, who 
was fent from Peterlburgh to Kamchatka, to excrcife his 
profeffion as Surgeon Major of the Government, with a 
falary of one thoufand five hundred roubles. At our 
firft meeting I perceived, from his converfation, that he 
poffeffed a penetrating mind and a worthy and amiable 
difpofition. The account I gave of my misfortunes, and 

the 
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the excefs of barbarity under which I had long fulFered,* 
afFeded him greatly ; and as he confidered his milTion 
to Kamchatka as an exile, he did not helitate to pro-' 
pofe, without any previous overture from me, his opinion* 
that on our arrival at Kamchatka, we Ihould dired: our 
attention to an efcape by the way of fea, cither to Japan 
or China and that he faw no other difficulty than the 
procuring failors to conduct the vellel, which he pro- 
pofed to purchafe under the pretence of employing it in 
fifliing. This propofition convinced me that he was 
determined to ftiare my fate. I therefore affured him 
that he needed not be uneafy with regard to navi- 
gating the veffel, becaufe I was fufficiently capable of 
undertaking that talk by virtue of the experience I had 
acquired during feveral voyages. I likewife informed 
him that it was with the greateft fatisfa6lion that I 
learned his refolution, which I had myfelf conceived and 
formed from the lirft inftant that I heard that Kam- 
chatka was the place of my exile j and that provided he 
continued in the fame opinion, and kept the moft pro- 
found fecrecy, I would anfwer for its fuccefs. 

From that day our difcourfe was continually direded 
to the means of fecuring our efcape. I ran no hazard in 
making this propofal to my companions, who, during the 
whole journey, had Ihewn me the moft particular refped, 
which was increafed by th^undion of Mr. Hoffman, who 
united himfelf to us by oa^. 

On the 29th of Auguft the company eleded me their 
chief ; it was compofed of Mr. Hoffman; Major Win- 
biadth. Captain Panow, Captain Hoppolite Stephano, 
Colonel Baturin, and Secretary Sopronow. The ardent 
VoL. 1 . K dcfire 
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(Jefire which Wc all had to eany our ddSgn into execu- 
tion, induced us to ufe our endeavours with the Voivode 
to difpatch us to Ochoczk, a fea port in Siberia, from 
whence we were to embark for Kamchatka. He readilj 
acceded to ourwiflies, and difpatched us on the 29th of 
the fame month under the guard of two Szottnik, or cap^r 
tains, with twelve Coflac]^ under their command. Mr. 
Hoffman unfortunately could not depart with us, on 
account of the neceffity of carrying his effefis with him. 
On our departure from Jakutzk we were attended by 
moft of the exiles, who scaled us with a good dinner 
on the banks of the river Lena. Among theie unhappy 
men were two Rudian Lords, of the family of Gurgkw, 
both young, who, after having ferved in the guards of 
the Emprefs, were exiled by her orders on the death, 
of the late Emperor. The new manner of travel- 
ling on fledges drawn by elks was very agreeable to us. 
The fwiftnefs and agility with which thefe animals run 
can hardly be conceived, and their manner of fubllfting 
is ftill more furprifing : an handful of mofs mixed with 
urine, enables them to fupport the fatigue of three or 
four days. 

The flxth day after our departure we arrived on the 
banks of the river Tola, where we were obliged to re- 
main two days, bccaufe our condud:or thought proper to 
employ that time in vifiting^the Tartar chiefs of the 
hord Jakutti, to extort prefents from them, of which 
they brought a tolerable large quantity in flcins of mar- 
tins, foxes, and rofzomak, an animal peculiar to this 
province. Its figure nearly refembles that of the European 
wolf, and its fldn has the fame ^pcarance, exceptihg 

that 
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that its colour is a glofly black. The women in Si- 
beria make bonnets of this Ikin. 

On the third of September we paffed the river Tola, 
and continued our journey without interruption thus far, 
excepting a difference which happened among our 
conductors, during the time our camp was pitched on 
the banks of this river, where they made a flop for the 
purpofe of gambling, an occupation which they had 
ftrenuoully followed ever fince our departure from 
Jakutzk. One of the Coflacks having loft all his pro- 
vifions in play againft the chief, thought proper to 
indulge himfelf in fomc difrefpeCtful exprdlions, upon 
which the Commander ordered the Coftacks to tie him 
up and give him one hundred lafhes with the whip* 
Inftead, however, of executing the orders of their com- 
mander, the Coftacks took the part of the culprit, and 
after having ftxippcd their c^cer naked, entertained him 
with mOTC than three hundred ftripes ; an operation, 
which, though wc bore no part in it, nevertheiefs afforded 
us fame diverfion. 

This adventure was quickly followed by an event 
which greatly alarmed us. We were informed by a 
Coffack, fent exprefs from Jakutek, that Mr. Hoffman 
was dead, and that, after his deceafe, the governor had 
found certain intcrefting papers among his effefts, which 
he had forwarded to the governor of Ochoczk, in a 
packet, to be put into the hands of our condu(ftor, 
addreffed to Mr. Plenifher, Commandant of that town, 
recommending to him not to fend us to Kamchatka. 
This relation convinced us that the Sicur Hoffman had 
either written fome letters to his friends at Peterfburg, 
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in which he informed .them of his projed, or that he had 
made fome notes relative to our affair. After many 
fuppofitions, we concluded that the Governor at leaft 
fufpeded our projed, if he was not entirely convinced of 
it ; and that he had fent difpatches to the Governor of 
Ochoczk, in confequence of which, it was probable we 
might be fent to prifon a fecond time. In this fituation, 
I propofed to my companions to feize the packet and 
change the contents by the affiftance of Mr. Spphronow, 
who having been Secretary, might draw up a letter to 
our advantage, to be included among the other papers. 
My propofition was accepted by my companions, and we 
.immediately determined to avail ourfelves of every means 
of executing it. An opportunity foon after prefented 
-itfelf. On the iith of September, as we were paffing 
the river Aldan in boats, our elks at the fame time 
fwimming over, the boat in which our condudor was 
placed with his difpatches was overfet by the malice of the 
.Coflacks ; who, after having well flogged him, were de- 
firous of playing another trick, to difembarrafs themfelves 
entirely of his company. It was a happy circumfl:ance 
for him that he was a good fwimmer, and quickly 
reached the ihorc. The readinefs with which I ran to 
his aflifliance, and the fufpicions he had of his Coffacks, 
led him to attach himfelf to me, and that more efpecially, 
becaufe he obferved that my companions treated me with 
refped, and of courfe that I might be very ufeful in de- 
fending him, in cafe the Coflacks fliould hereafter make 
any attempts againff his fafety. 

This rough paffage over the river Aldan obliged our 
pondudors to halt, in order to dry their cloaths, and I 
i feized 
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feized the occafion to treat them with brandy, at the 
fame time that I engaged them in a gaming party. My 
ftratagera fucceeded fb well, that after having confumed 
nine pints of brandy, they every one fell afleep. During 
this period of infenfibility we feized the difpatches, 
which we found drawn up in fuch terms as were calcu- 
lated to render our captivity extremely wretched, and 
fhewed that we had every reafon to congratulate ourfelves 
on the lucky chance which offered itfelf. The letter of 
the commandant of Jakutzk to the commanding officer 
of Ochoczk was to the following effect : — 

“ The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Roftarguew, con- 
“ du6t fix prifoners of ftate, fent by order of the Senate 
“ as exiles to Kamchatka, whom you are deffred to con- 
“ fine in prifon without delay, and keep them fafc 
“ until you fiiall receive from me more ample informa- 
“ tion refpeding their condud: and defigns, in order 
“ that you may then examine them with the utmoft 
“ ftridnefs. My prefenfc knowledge refpeding them is 
“ as follows : On their arrival at Jakutzk I took pity on. 

them, and allowed them the liberty of walking about 
“ the town; but they abufed my favour, by exciting 
“ feveral of the exiles to revolt, and one in particular 
“ among them, named Maurice Auguftovicz, has been 
“ artful enough to gain over to his interefts the furgeon 
“ Hoffman, who promifed to join with him at Kamchat- 
ka, to procure a fhip, that they might deliver all the 
exiles of Kamchatka. I was informed of this abomi- 

f 

“ nabJe projed by one of the exiles, to whom the Sieur 
Hoffman had fpoken in confidence before his dcccafe. 
“ I have found feveral papers among his cffeds after his; 

“ death. 
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*< death, which I do not underftand, becaufe written in 
“ the German language, but which I fend you, in hopes 
“ that you may be able to difcover their contents. 
“ Suppofing, however, that thefe wretches have no 
“ other defign than that of making their efcape, which, 
however, I do not conceive to be the cafe, it becomes 
“ neceflary to look ftriAly after them, and I advife you 
not to fend them to Kamchatka this year. I (hall 
” tranfmit an account of this event in my hrft difpatches 
to the Senate, and requeft their orders, which you 
“ cannot receive in lefs than a year.” 

We examined the other papers of the Sieur Hoffman, 
but found nothing which tended to betray us. There 
was no other paper among the difpatches but the go- 
vernor’s letter, which could have injured us, for which 
reafon we contented ourfelves with changing it for ano- 
ther, to the following tenor. 

Sir, 

“ The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Roftarguew, con- 
“ dud: fix prifoners of ftate, fent into exile to Kam- 
“ chatka, by order of the Senate. After I became ac- 
“ quainted with them, I found their behaviour fuch as 
led me to intereft myfelf in their favour, and con- 
vinced me that they are all men of honour, elpecially 
“ the two foreigners, who arc merely prifoners of war. 
My difpofition to aflift the unfortunate induces me to 
write to you in their favour. Is it not pradicable to 
allow them a certain degree of liberty in your town, 
to preferve them from the fcnrvy, a diforder which is 
“ fo dangerous in your port? You wilTrun no rifk in 
allowing thefe unfortunate men ^ certain degree of 
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“ liberty, for it is impoffible that they ihould make an 
ill ufe of yOur confidence. The furgeon Hoffman, 
“ who was about to repair to Kamchatka, is dead, and 
“ I have no perfon to appoint in his place. One of thele 
prifoners is of the lame profefHon. I fee no incon- 
“ venience in recommending him to the governor of 
“ Kamchatka, who being unprovided will, doubtlefs, be 
“ glad to avail himfelf of his fervices. The papers 
“ which accompany this belong to the late Mr. Hoffman, 
“ I fend them that you may procure a tranflation, and 
afford fome explanation relative to his property, as I 
have realbn to think he poffeffed fomfi ihare in the 
“ company of hunters. With every wifh for your prof- 
** perity, I am, &c.” 

After having thus carried our projedt into execution, 
we difmifled our fears, and our fatisfadlion was complete 
when we were affured, after the waking of our conduc- 
tors, that they had not obferved any alteration in the 
packets. We continued our journey peaceably enough 
to the river Inna, on the banks of which we arrived on 
the 20th of September. The prodigious quantity of 
fiih which we obferved in this river caufed us to remain 
on the fpot two days, when we departed with a confider- 
able provifion of filh, and continued our journey con- 
ftantly due eaft. We pafled over very lofty mountains 
and dreadful precipices. The cold was fo extreme near 
the fummits of the mountains, that two of our conduc- 
tors were frozen to death. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

VILLAGE OF JUDOMA. SLEDGES DRAWN BY DOGS. ARRIVAL AT 
OCHOCZK. DESCRIPTION OF THAT TOWN AND HARBOR. STATE OF 
ITS COMMERCE. THE EXILES EMBARK FOR KAMCHATKA. THEIR 
DANGEROUS PASSAGE. 

O N the 29th we arrived at a village compofed of fix 
houfes, inhabited by exiles, and fituated on the 
banks of the river Judoma. At this place we were pro- 
vided with fledges drawn by dogs, for the reft of our 
journey to Ochoczk. Though Judoma is compofed 
only of fix wretched houfes, the place is well known, 
becaufe it is the rendezvous of feveral Tungufe nations, 
and fome hords of Mongols, who repair thither to trade 
with the hunters [promiflenyj. It is by this contraband 
intercourfe that the moft beautiful Ikins pafs into China 
without paying any duties ; and it would be difficult for 
government to put a ftop to it, becaufe all the Coflacks, 
and their chiefs, are interefted. In the month of No- 
vember they meet at Judoma, to the number of four or 
five hundred armed men ; befides which it is a part of 
the policy of government to wink at this contravention, 
as it would be dangerous to excite the Siberians to revolt ; 
the flighteft difturbance would arm the inhabitants, and, 
if this fhould once happen, Siberia would be for ever loft to 
Ruffia. > 

After our departure from Judoma we palTed over a 
dreadful chain of mountains, where we were exceflively 
fatigued, becaufe we were entirely ignorant of the manner 
of driving the dogs. More than once I fell down defeents 

of 
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iof above iSxty feet in depth, together with this dogs and 
itedges ; but it is one fortunate circumftance, that in 
this country there is -no falling but among fnow, fo that I 
fuffered Iktje e cm diefe ^<^cai^ a few bruifea. 

^hen wcf liai crofled ; the_ pountains our journey was 
more agreeable, ' for we paffed without danger along the 
banks of the river Urak, where, if my htuation had been 
lefs wretched, I might have received fome picture from 
the profpe<^ around me. It confifted of immenfe moun- 
tains, Handing feparate on the vaft extent of a' fea of 
fnow : a 'view which affefted the mind with a fenfe of 
magnificence and terror united. ' 

' On the 1 6th of Odober we at laft arrived at Ochoezki 
where we were immediately conduced to the Chancery, 
and thence to our refpeftive quarters^ with four Goflacks 
and an Attamen or Corporal, as guards for each. The 
commanding officer of this town, and of the whole pro- 
vince, was Mr. Plenifiier, a native of Courland, exiled in 
the time of the Emprefs Elizabeth. I cannot determine 
whether we were indebted to our ftratagem of counter- 
feiting a letter from the Voivode of Jakutzk, or to his 
natural dilpofitimi,^ for the goodnefs he {hewed to us. On 
the firfi day of our arrival we were very commodioufly lodged 
in the houfes of towns-people, who were in very good 
circumftances, and it was at the fame time intimated to 
us, that we might enjoy full liberty, and go out when- 
ever we pleaf^, provided we took a guard with us. 

The town of. Ochoczk is fituated in fifty- nine degrees 
feventeen minutes north latitude, and three hundred and 
forty-eight degrees ten minutes longitude, from the me- 
ridian of Kamchatka, It is very indifferently built of 
VoL. I. h wood* 
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wood, and ftands od the banks of the river Ochota, the 
mouth of which is defended by what they call a fortrefs, 
though it is nothing mojc than a fimple fquare furrounded 
with pallifades, and provided with a four-potmder at each 
angle. The garrifon ^ this fortrefs is ncvertnelefs compofed 
of four hundred and eighty ibldiers, all entiles from the 
Eurt^ean troops. The town contains three hundred and 
twenty-two houles, inhabited by exiles, who, dnce the 
jrcar 1741, the time of the expedition of Captain Beer- 
ing, have applied themielves to fea afl^irs. Their num- 
bei may amount to about nine hundred men. Ochdezk is 
the ftorehoufe of the commerce of Kamchatka. The 
Governor is nominated chief of all the colleges, of which 
there are four, eftablifhed at this place, viz. the College 
i f Admiralty, the College of War, the College of Com- 
merce, and the Colley of Police and Adminiflratiom 
Thefe denominations at firft appeared ftriking and im- 
portant to me, but the charm foon difappeared, when I 
found that the members who compofed them were brutes, 
whofe only merit was placed in continual licentroufhefs 
and debauchery. I have often feen many of thefe members 
five or fix days together in a continued Rate of intos^ica- 
tion. The rich furs which the Koraks, Lamuths and Tun- 
gufes, who are in fubje<3ion to the Ruffian government, 
and whofe number amounts to forty-two thoufand 
fouls, pay as a tribute to government, and of which the 
impolition is arbitrarily varied, according to intereft cf 
thefe members, who in turn perform the fan<ftion of 
Colledor, fupply them with the means of obtaining 
ftrong liquors, whatever may be their prices, and they do 
not fail to drown their cares in brandy. 
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Two years before my arrival a battery bc^ erefted 
on the point of land which clofes the entrance of the 
river, in order to defend the town from the incurfions of 
the independent Koraks and Tfuktfy, two favage nationa 
who inhabit the northern part of the province, and are irrc- 
concileable enemies of the Ruffians. They maintain a cor- 
refpondence with the fubjedted Koraks and the Tungufes, 
which circumftance finds government fufficient bufinels 
to prevent their confederation. The difpofition of thefe 
people cauled an alarm in the government during my ftay j 
for thirty Coflacks having deferted from Ochoc^k gave 
them reafon to fear that their defign was to colledl thefe 
nations together 3 but this apprehenfion was diffipated by 
the information which was received, that the deferters 
had direffed their courle towards the river Amur. 

The port of Ochoczk, whieh at the deepeft contains 
no more than nineteen feet of water, is formed by the 
river Ochota, which in its eourfe has worn a bay. The 
entrance is N. ^-W. J found in the port two vef- 
fels of two hundred and fifty tons each, and eleven 
others, the largeft of which was three hundred and fifty 
tons burthen, and the finallefl: eighty. Thefe veflels were 
defined either to make difcoveries on the coaft of Cali- 
fornia, or to carry provifions to the different ports of 
Kamchatka, or were freighted by individuals, who make 
expeditions in the iflands Kurilles, Aleuthes, and Alakfa, 
to chafe beavers, foxes, and bears. I'he harbour-mafter, 
Lieutenant Sind, uiformed me, that during the laft year the 
Captains Kreniczin and Levafcheff, who were fent by 
order of the Emprefs on a voyage ot difeovery, had 
armed two veflels, one the St. Peter and St. Paul, and the 
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^ther named the* Elizabeth, with which thej" departed to 
^-xamine thfe Coaft oF California ; but that they returned 
without- doing any thiiig, Under the pretence that their 
crews had mutinied^ though the true reafon for their 
want of fuGcefs confifted ill their ignorance and want of 
experience. 

Being delirous of profiting by my flay in this place, 
I inquired of different perfons concerning the interefts 
of Ruflia, the population of Siberia, the hiftoty of the 
country, the cuftoms, manners, and ufages of its inha- 
bitants, their prejudices, and treaties between one na- 
tion and another ; but as this fubjedl is in fome refpecft 
foreign to the purpofe intended in the prefent narrative, I 
fhall content myfelf with annexing my ideas in *the form 
of a fupplement to the prefent memoir, and fhall only 
obferve in this place, that Ochoczk and Kamchatka are 
become places of great importance to Ruflia, from the 
yearly increafe of revenue their commerce affords to that 
empire. The following is a fhort ftatement of what I 
learned from the Secretary of the Chancery : The impor- 
tation of beaver fkins, one year with another, amounts to 
fixteen thoufand ; of fables twenty- three thoufand ; of er- 
mines one hundred and eighty-four thoufand ; of hkck 
foxes two thoufand five hundred ; of roffomaks feven thou- 
fand ; of the common fox fourteen thoufand of the nor- 
thern fquirrel thirty-fix thoufand ; of pefci and- rabbits 
twenty-five thoufand ; of fea Wolves fix thoufand ^ and 
of bears four or five thoufand. Thefe articles are conveyed 
to Jenifeifk, in exchange for brandy, tobacco, flourj 
coarfe cloth, filk, &c. the intrinfic value of whkh does 
not exceed two hundred thoufand roubles, though the 

amount 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 


77 

amount of the fale of the furs in China is near two millions 
of roubles. From this ftatement it is evident that Ruilia 
cannot but gain immenfe capitals by this commerce. 

The time of my ftay at Ochoczk was very agreeable ; 
but as I had reafon to fear that the governor of Jakutzk 
would difcover our plot in his next difpatches^ I per- 
fuaded my companions unanimoully to requeft orders 
for our departure, and to engage the governor to difmifs 
us for Kamchatka as foon as poffible. This officer was 
likcwlfe urged by its being the feafon to difpatch veffels 
to Kamchatka, and accordingly embarked us on board 
the packet St. Peter and St. Paul, of two hundred and 
forty tons burthen, with eight pieces of cannon and 
forty-three men, commanded by the Sieurs Efuryn and 
Koroftilow j their lading was one hundred and forty-two 
facks of flour, each containing one hundred pounds ; two 
hundred barrels of brandy, each containing twenty-five 
pints ; and the reft of the cargo belonged to feveral mer- 
chants, by whom it was freighted. On our arrival on board 
we were received very roughly by the fecond in command, 
who, after having indulging himfelf in a fet of invedives, 
caufed us to be chained and confined before the mafl, with 
orders to employ us in the meaneft kbour. As we had 
already been accuilomed to a fmall portion of liberty, 
our fituation affiided us not a little ; but it laftcd only 
one day, for on the arrival of the captain we were de- 
livered from our fetters, and had the fatisfadion to fee 
our enemy puniflied with fifty flrokes of the knout for 
having aded without orders ► 

The journal of our navigation is not fufficicntly inte- 
rcfting to be given in detail ; I fhall, therefore, fpeak omy 
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of the leading circumftances. On the 2 2d of November wt 
dropped down the river to its mouth, where we moored in 
two fathoms and three quarters water, the wind being north. 
On the 23d we fet fail, the wind having changed to the 
north-weft, with a very hollow fea and confiderable cold. 
On the 24th a violent tcmpeft arofe, which obliged us to 
lay- to, the wind being then Ibuth-weft ; the gale in- 
creafed in the night, and the Captain, with all his men, 
having got drunk on the occafton, a favourable opportu-. 
nity prefented itlelf to feize this veflcl, thus abandoned 
to the fury of the elements. Unfortunately for us, how- 
ever, the fwell of the fea, and repeated fqualls of wind, 
prevented our executing an attempt of this nature. On 
the 25 th in the night the wind, after veering all round 
the compafs, fixed at north-eaft, and continued to blow 
with extraordinary violertce. About three in the morning 
our main-maft fprung, and we carried away the mizen- 
topmaft ; fo that nothing remained ftanding but the mizen- 
maft. The noife of thefe difafters roufed the captain, who 
crawled out of his cabin to give us orders, but part of the 
wreck falling upon him, broke his arm, and rendered him 
incapable of attending his duty, in which, indeed, he would 
have had no opportunity of difplaying much manage- 
ment, as the whole of our mafts, yards, and rigging, was 
nearly unferviceable. In this fituation of extreme necef- 
fity we redoubled our efforts to repel the danger, andl 
the failors, drunk as they were, fecmed well aware of 
the utility of our fervices. Some of them joined us, 
and with hearty curfes on their officers for ignorant 
and drunken wretches, fwore that they would obey our 
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drders. The captain, who was likewife perfuadcd that 
he was indebted to onr dffbrts for his prcfervation, and 
being afraid to put the command into the hands of hi» 
mate, whom he had hitherto kept in irons, declared loudly 
that he entrufted the conduct of the veflel to my care till 
he fhould be himfelf able to attend to it. 

On the 26th about noon the wind Hackened, and after 
much labour I fet the fore-fail by pafling a flay from the 
bowfprit to the flump of the main-mafl. At five in the 
afternoon the wind changed to north- weft, and llackened, 
fo that we fet the mizen and mizen-ftay-fail ; but we could 
not keep her to her courfe long, for the wind changed 
again to eaft-fouth-eaft, which obliged me to clofe hawl, in 
which fituation we made our courfe good between fouth 
and fouth one quarter weft. On the 27th we faw land, 
and by a meridian obfervation the latitude was fifty-four 
degrees fevcnteen minutes. The failors affirmed that the 
land was the ifland of Sachalin. Our fituation tempted 
me to feize this occafion of efcaping from flavery : 
i therefore propofed to the crew to anchor on the coaft 
of Korea, to repair our mafts and trim our cargo, which 
had Ihifted in fuch a manner as to endanger our over- 
fetting, in cafe we fhould be vifited by a gale of wind 
like the former. Notwithftanding this, however, all 
the rhetoric I could ufe was incapable of prevailing 
over the crew, who, being encouraged by the appear- 
ance of fettled weather, obliged me to bear away from 
the coaft of Korea. It was in vain that I made ufe of 
iron and garlick to falfify the compafs. This ftratagem, 
perhaps, might have fucceeded if the wind had not 
changed , but it fuddenly fet in between the fouth- weft 
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and fouth fouth-weft, and thus forced me, in fpite of 
of my inclination, to direct my courfe for Kamchatka. 
On the I ft of December we diicovered land, which the 
failors perceived to be the mountain of Alakfa, and from 
their information refpeding the land marks I brought 
the veftel into the mouth of the Bolfa. 


CHAP. IV. 

ARRIVAL AT KAMCHATKA. CONFERENCE WITH SOME EXILES THERE. 
THEY WAIT UPON THE GOVERNOR, AND RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS. 
VILLAGE OF THE EXILES. ORDINANCES OF THE CZAR PETER 
FOR THEIR REGULATION. 

/^N the 2d, at high water, we entered the port; and 
in this place my command terminated. On the 3d 
we were fet on ftiore, and lodged in a yourth, which is 
a kind of houfe built of earth, the roof alone being 
viftble above ground. We were guarded by four fol- 
diers, eight Coflacks, and a ferjeant. About noon we 
faw feveral velTels, which dropped down the river ; 
they were of the kind called Bajdara in the language of 
the country, formed of very thin planks, faftened 
together with whalebone, or covered with lea wolves 
Ikins, well fewed together. One of thefe veflels con- 
veyed a Ruflian ofEcer with ten Coflacks, deputed from 
the Governor of Kamchatka to receive the packets from 
court, and take the exiles under his guard. The 
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officer went firft on board the veflel, and afterwards 
on fhore, where he relieved our guard by his Coflacks. 
A certain fomething, which, according to his own ex- 
preffion, ftruck him at firft fight of me, excited his curi- 
ofity to know who I was, which I fatisfied laconically by 
anfwering, “ a foldier, once a general, but now a flave.” 
This anfwer furprjzed him, and, as he has fince protefted, 
conciliated his efljeem. When he learned that my com- 
p^^ns were likewife officers, he prefented us with a 
diliner according to the cuftom of the country, which 
confifted of boiled fiffi, roafted fifh, and fiffi powdered and 
made into bread. This cookery would have difgufted 
famine itfelf, but the thing which the moft effedlually 
overfet my ftomach was the drink ; it was compofed of 
fifh putrified in water, the corruption of which gives the 
water a certain fournefs. During the dinner, at which 
it might be of fomc fervice to the epicures of our great 
towns to have been prefent, the converfation turned on 
the manners and cuftoms of the country, and the con- 
clufion in every cafe was, that there is not a more 
miferable country on the face of the earth. After dinner 
the officer caufed us to embark in his boats, two in each, 
and condudled us to the town called Bolforetzkoy 
Oftrogg. 

After rowing four verftes we met four vefl'els, with 
men on board very well cloathed. They ftopped 
to queftion us concerning Europe, but when they were 
informed by our guards that we were exiles, we were 
furprized to behold their change of countenance, and the 
joy and fatisfadion, which they could not conceal. We 
fuppofed thoir ofiers of fervice and demonftrations of 
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gladnefs were mockery, and as we thought ourfelves 
jiiftly ofFended, we threatened vengeance if they con- 
tinued to infult our misfortunes, and moft afluredly 
we fhould have returned the fuppofed infult, if the 
commander of our convoy had not informed us 
that our quarrel was founded in mifunderftanding, 
and allured us that our fuppofed antagonifts were 
companions in misfortune, being exiles as well as 
ourfelves. The limilarity of our fate and misfortunes 
produced an inftantaneous friendlhip, and their firfl 
tranfports of joy, which were founded only on the hope 
of finding fome confolation in our fociety, were fucceeded 
by tears. They gave tts an affecting account of their 
lituation, and the cruelty with which they were treated ; 
and their recital confirmed us in the opinion, that there 
is no flavery more dreadful than that of an exile at Kam- 
chatka. I affured them that we fet the higheft value on 
their good wifhes, and in the name of all my compa- 
nions tellified our ardent defire to continue in friendfhip, 
and maintain an indiffoluble connexion with them. 
This firft moment of converfation afforded me a favour- 
able opportunity of eftablifhing a fyftem of union among 
the exiles ; for they did not fail to inform me that many 
among themfelves were continually caballing about the 
governor, in hopes of gaining his favour at the expence 
of their companions. My obfervations on this fubjedl 
appeared to adt ftrongly upon them, and they protefted 
that they would embrace the earlieft opportunity of 
affembling all our friends, to determine upon the efta- 
blifhment of a certain order among them, and that they 
believed they could not do better than to acknowledge me 
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as their chief, &c. This declaration was very flattering 
to me, and I have flnce been perfectly convinced of the 
advantages of the fteps they propofed to take. 

The officer fearing to be benighted, prefled us to 
continue our journey. Our new companions changed 
their courfe to accompany us, and during this fhort 
voyage the aflurances and proteftations of the mofl: 
flncere friendfliip were a hundred times repeated. They 
promifed that we fliould find conveniencies in their ha- 
bitations fufficient to permit us to reft a few days after 
our fatigue; but that it would foon after be neceflary 
to labour, in order to fecure ourfelves from famine. 
Their accounts of the place entirely difheartened my 
companions ; but as to myfelf, who have always laid it 
down as a principle to do every thing in my power to 
prevent the greatefl: evils, to overcome the prefent, and 
to give myfelf little concern for the future, I was only 
attentive to fuch parts of their narration as tended to 
render me acquainted with our fituation, and the pofli- 
bility of delivering ourfelves from it. My conclufions 
were nearly as follow : i . T hat liberty was granted to 
us merely for the purpofe of earning a fubfiftence, of 
which we could not afliire ourfelves without the mofl: 
unremitted labour. 2. That is was of the greatefl: 
confequence that I fhould gain the favour of the gover- 
nor, in order to obtain permifTion, on fome future oc- 
cafion, to arm a veflel to hunt the beaver, in order that 
we might make our efcape on that firfl: occafion, 
3. That it was neceflary to eftablifh an union among 
ail the exiles, and to caufe them to adopt a certain 
deference for me. 4. That it was abfolutely neceflary 
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to invent fome method of keeping the fecret, on the 
confidence of which I might be enabled to confer with 
many individuals refpe<St:ing our departure. 

My mind was fo occupied in the adjuftment of thefe 
concerns that I paid very little attention to the cir- 
cumftances of our voyage : we arrived, therefore, infen- 
fibly, at the clofe of the day, to the town .; where, on 
our landing, we were fhut up in a houfe oppofite the 
fortrefs. On the 4th, at ten in the morning, we were 
conduced by our guards before the governor, Mr. Nilow, 
who having been informed of the fervices I had per- 
formed in the courfe of our navigation, received me very 
civilly, and thanked me for the care and pains I had 
taken in preferving the fhip. After which he feparately 
examined us refpeding our quality, caufes of our exile, 
&c. and laftly ordered us to go before the fecretary of 
the chancery, Mr. Sudeikyn, who, he informed us, 
would give us more ample inftru-dtions refpedting our fu- 
ture fituation, which, as far as depended upon himfelf, 
he would not fail to mitigate, provided we behaved 
Gurfelves with obedience, and performed our duty in a 
peaceable manner, by remitting the hyaflak or tribute 
to the chancery which fhould be preferibed. After this 
fine fpeech he caufed us to be led to the fecretary, whoni 
we found in the chancery office ; the governor’s fervant 
put a paper into his hands, which he read, and then 
afiured us that we might efteem it a great happinefs that 
we were fent to Kamchatka, as there was not a better 
difpofed gentleman in the whole world than the gover- 
nor ; and that, with regard to himfelf, he was a gentle- 
man of diftindion honoured with the peculiar confidence 
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of her Majefty the Empreis ; and moreover, that he was 
dr^ied to prote<9: us in the moil effedual manner. I 
returned him our thanks for his goodneis in intereiling 
himfeif in favour of the unfortunate, and intreated him 
to inform us of our duty, and the mode of conduct to 
which it was expelled we fhould conform ; in anfwer to 
this he acquainted us, 

1 . That we ihould be fet at liberty on the following day, 
^d provided with fubfiftence for three days, after which 
we muil depend upon ourfelves for our maintenance. 

2. That each peribn would receive from the chan- 
cery, a mufquet and a lance, with one pound of powder, 
four pounds of lead, a hatchet, feveral knives, and other 
inftruments and carpenters tools, with which we might 
build cabins, and that we were at liberty to choofe our 
iltuations at the diftance of one league from the town ; 
but that we ihould be bound to pay in furs, during the 
firll year, each one hundred roubles, in return for thefe 
advantages. 

3. That every one muft work at the corvee one day 
in the week for the fervice of government, and that we 
might not abfent ourfelves from our houfes for twenty-^ 
four hours without the permiffion of the governor. 

4. That each exile ihould bring to the chancery iix 
fables ikins, fifty rabbits ikins, two foxes ikins, and 
twenty-four ermines per annum. 

After this information the fecretary difmiifed our 
guards j and caufed proviilons for three days to be im- 
mediately diftributed, the whole coniiiling of nine 
pounds of dried fiih. We then quitted the chancery and 
went diredly to the magazine to receive our arms and 
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utenfils, which were carefully delivered to us according 
to our choice, for the ftore-keeper permitted us to choofe 
in confequence of our having promifed him fome furs. 
It was with the greateft pleafure that I again beheld myfelf 
armed ; and my companions received equal fatisfaftion 
from the lame circumftance. When we came out of the 
magazine We perceived twenty exiles, who had brought 
fome fledges drawn by dogs to afllft in carrying our 
charge, and who offered us the ufe of their cabins until we 
fhould have built our own. We accepted their invi- 
tation, and departed towards their home. Their repeated 
marks of civility were exceedingly fatiguing to us who 
were in a ftate of extreme hunger, but at length, about 
three in the afternoon, we arrived at their habitations, 
which formed a fmall village comppfcd of eight cabins, 
and the fame number of balagans, or magazines. In the 
centre of the village we perceived a long fquare building, 
which our new companions informed us was their public 
hall of meeting. 

I'he number of thefe unfortunate men was twenty- 
three, and there were about thirty women living 
with them ; among thefe I remarked that a perfon of the 
name of Cruftiew poffefled a confiderable degree of 
authority, and I foon perceived that it was his houfe 
into which we were received. He caufed us to fit in his 
yourt round the fire, while the women prefented us with 
brandy and dried fifh, and afterwards tea and butter; this 
breakfaft was followed by a dinner, which confifled en- 
tirely of fifh, and we were not without a defert, com- 
pofed of caviar and cedar nuts. Our dinner pafTed in 
great filence, becaufe we were bufied in filling our empty 
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ftomachs ; but, when we had performed this tafk, the con- 
verfation began by enquiries on our part refpedling our 
prefent fituation : the accounts we received ferved only 
to render us more intimately acquainted with the extent 
of our misfortunes. The following are the chief par- 
ticulars concerning which we were informed : 

1 . That the ordinances of the Czar Peter enabled, that 
no exile could poffefs property ; and that in confequence 
of this edi£l the foldiers of the garrifon frequently entered 
the houfes of the exiles and carried away whatever they 
pleafed, againft which depredation the exiles had no 
remedy. 

2. That in cafe an exile Ihould have been fo ralh as 
to ftrike a citizen or foldier, though upon provocation, 
he was condemned to die of hunger. 

3. That on account of their being declared exiles from 
civil fociety, every faithful fubje£t was prohibited from 
receiving them into their houfes. 

4. That their lives being granted them for no other pur- 
pofc than to implore the mercy of God and the remiflion 
of their fins, they could be employed only in the meaneft 
works to gain their daily fubfiftence. 

The knowledge of thefe articles made me tremble 
with horror and indignation ; this, exclaimed I to myfelf, 
is the legiflation of a man revered by all Europe ! But as 
I had no defign of patiently enduring the unhappy ftate 
of fuch a flavery, the account only encreafed my ardour 
and my efforts to deliver myfelf from it. As the firft 
ftcp, I determined to fpeak privately to Mr. Cruf- 
4)iew, who had an afcendancy over the others ; and* 
who, on account of his having refided eight years at 
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Kamchatka, could eafily afFord me every neceflary in- 
formation. 

After our converfation had turned for a conliderabic 
time upon the difagreeable events of the life into which 
we were about to enter, and our hofts having allured us 
that there were fome among them who had groaned 
under this llavery for twenty-lix years, Mr. Panow, one 
of my companions, who during the whole difcourle had 
appeared abforbed in contemplation, fuddenly exclaimed, 
“ How is it pofllble, my friends, that brave men like you 
“ can have endured this unhappy fate without having 
“ made fome attempt to deliver yourfeves from tyranny ? 
“ You are afraid of death then, and in this cafe I fear we 
“ fhall find no true afibciates in you.”- — ^He would have 
continued his difcourfe, but Mr. Cruftiew made a fign to 
me to interrupt him, which I did by direfting the con- 
verlation to another fubje^f ; but at the fame time I re- 
folved to alk the reafon fi*om Mr. Cruftiew, why he ob- 
jected to our converfing in an open manner. 

Our entertainer caufed brandy and tea to be ferved, 
and propofed to his companions to receive us in 
their cabins and Ihare their provilions with us, ob- 
ferving to them that we fhould not be able to build 
new cabins during the vi^inter. The congrefs applauded 
this propofition, and, to conciliate our union, we fwore a 
mutual friendlhip ; after which every one received a com- 
panion. My lot, in which I confefs there was a flight 
management, gave me to Mr. Cruftiew. 
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CHAP. V, 

THE COUNT FORMS AN INTIMACY WITH MR. CRSUTIEW, AN EXIDE. 
SOCIETY ESTABLISHED FOR PROJECTING THE MEANS OF ESCAPE. 
THE COUNT’S SPEECH AND PLAN OF A CONSTITUTION. THE EXILES 
WAIT UPON THE GOVERNOR AND THE CHANCELLOR. THE GOVER- 
NOR APPOINTS THE COUNT TO TEACH THE LANGUAGES TO HI# 
CHILDREN. AN UNFORESEEN EVENT TENDS GREATLY TO MITI. 
GATE THE DISTRESSES AND ADVANCE THE PROJECTS OF THR 
EXILES. 

O UR places of habitation being thus fettled, every one 
retired, and I feized the firft opportunity of being 
alone with Mr. Cruftiew, to enquire the reafon why he 
had interrupted the dilcourfe of Mr. Panow , at the J&me 
time that I affured him I could not perfuade myfelf that 
any one amongft them could be fo bafe as to betray his 
companions : it is very true, replied he, my dear friend,, 
that you can have no reafon to think fo meanly of any of 
them, though it is very certain, that there are fome among 
us who would rather pafs the reft of their lives in this curfed 
country than expofe themfelves to the mercy of the waves. 
But the moft humiliating circumftance is, that there are 
among us fome wretches, who, in hopes of obtaining their 
liberty by^ betraying our fecrets, would certainly lofe no 
time in communicating our projects to the governor; 
for, continued he, there exifts a law, which is the only 
one in favour of exiles, to the efied, thatevery exile who 
lliall have revealed to the governor any plot concerning his 
authority, or relating the public peace, which may be 
VoL. I. N carried 



9^ MEMOIRS vvND TRAV^EtS of 

carried on by other exiles, fhall be immediately fet at 
liberty. He ended his difcourfc by aflairing me that his 
life and his utmoft exertions were entirely at my fervice ; 
that he would avail himfelf of the firft occafion to declare 
me chief of the fociety, and that, in a word, my principles 
and views fhould in future be the rule by which he 
would diredt his own. We, therefore, referred the more 
ample coniideration of our interefts till another occafion, 
when we propofed to detemiine the manner of executing 
an attempt, either to fet ourfelves at liberty, or facrifice 
our lives in the purfuit. 

Such was the iflue of the firft day of my arrival, after 
which we retired to reft. I made many reflections on all 
that had happened during the courfe of the day, and 
determined on the means of preferving the fecret of 
whatever we might in future deliberate or conclude upon 
amongft ourfelves. 

I perceive that I cannot in future relate the conti- 
nuation of my memoirs in the form of an hiftory, and 
{hall therefore proceed in the form of a journal. 

On the 5th, I arofe and examined the whole cabin, 
which appeared to be very well furnifhed ; but what 
furprized me the moft agreeably was, an alcove of the 
fame kind as that in which I flept, which was filled with 
French, Ruflian, Englifli, German, and Latin books, 
placed in order. I found Anfon’s Voyage laying on a 
table, and began to read it with pleafure, but had fcarcely 
finiflied the firft page before Mr. Cruftiew entered and 
embraced me. Our firft- converfation turned on this 
famous voyager, and my friend informed me that for fix 
years paft he had deliberated in his own mind on the 

means 
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means of quitting Kamchatka, and making his way to 
the Marian iflands. The account of the ifland of Ti- 
nian, as defcribed in that publication, had ftruck the 
imagination of Mr Cruftiew fo forcibly, that the illand, 
in his opinion, was nothing lefs than paradife. From 
this turn of mind, I determined to acquaint him with the 
refolution of myfelf and my companions, at the fame 
time*»propoling that he fliould join us. He joyfully ac- 
cepted my propofition, and kneeling before me, imme- 
diately took an oath of fidelity and obedience. He af- 
fured me likewife, that by his incorporation into our 
fociety, he fhould reinforce it with twenty other compa- 
nions ; but he requefted my permilTion to fpeak to them 
concerning it. I was delighted with an acquifition of 
fuch confiderable value, but confined myfelf to take his 
oath of conftant friendfhip, at the fame time that I beg-, 
ged him not to ad: precipitately, but to wait for the ap- 
probation of our fociety ; the rules of which I was en- 
deavouring to eftablifh for the purpofe of fecuring our 
mutual prefervation and regulating our condud. 

After thefe preliminaries I informed my companions, 
and we eftablifhed a committee of the following members : 

Myfelf, chief, 

Panow, 

Baturin, 

* 

Stephanow, 

Solmanow, 

Wynbladth, 

. Cruftiew, 

Waftli, my old fervant, 

N 2 


At 
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, At the opening of our affembly I addreffed the meet- 
ing as follows : 

“ A variety of events has forced us to this place, where 
“ we find ourfelves opprelTed under one common misfor- 
“ tune. We are all aware of its cruelty and barbarity, 
“ and its duration threatens us with the moft dreadful 

confequences. The excels of our misfortune ought, 
‘‘ therefore, to lead us to feek our own fafcty, by tbrow- 
“ ing off this abominable yoke of flavery, to which in- 
“ juftice and defpotifm hath condemned us. The 
“ equality of our unfortunate fituation renders our con- 
“ ditions equal : there can be no queftion therefore of 
“ preference among us in confequence of the titles 
“ we may have formerly pofleffed, whether by birth 
“ or acquifition. At this moment we are equal 
“ by the very nature of our fituation ; and from this 
“ point it is that I will proceed to propofe to you a 
“ conftitution relative to ourfelves, in order that we 
“ may, with perfect fafety, eftablilh a plan of operation, 
“ the execution of which will lead us to liberty.” 

“ From our own experience in the world we cannot 
“ but be convinced, that no fociety can exift without 
“ the choice of a perfon, to whom the fupremacy Ihall 
“ be intrulled. The choice of fuch a perfon ought 
“ therefore to engage our ^firft attention. He Ihall be 
“ our creature, but at the fame time that we give him 
“ our confidence, it will be necellary that we pay him 
“ the moll perfed fubmilfion. In order to proceed 
“ without delay to this nomination, I propofe the moll 
“ fimple method ; namely, that every one Ihall write the 
“ name of the perfon on whom his choice Ihall be fixed, 

“ and 
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‘ and the plurality of names ihall determine. When a 
‘ chief fhall be thus ele<fted, let him fwear to keep the 
following four articles : 

“ I. That he Ihall employ his utmoft abilities and 
‘ every poffible means to form a plan, which he Ihall 
‘ carry into efFe< 9 : at the peril and riik of his life. This 
‘ plan ihall tend to fet us at liberty as early as pof- 
‘ fible.” 

“ 2. That he ihall not give any diftinguiihed preference 
‘ to any perfon amongft us ; but ihall inform the 
‘ committee of every thing which he may think of ad- 
‘ vantage relative to his operations.” 

“ 3. That in cafe the chief ihall be deiirous of re- 
‘ nouncing his plan, or ihall remonftrate to that pur- 
‘ pofe to the committee, or even ihall converfe to that 
‘ effedl with any individual feparately, he ihall be 
puniihed, ipfo faSio^ with death, and the committee 
“ ihall have the right to execute this fentence in what- 
‘‘ ever manner may to them appear the moil expedient.” 
“ 4. That after the chief ihall have made his oath he 
ihall receive a feparate oath from each of the indivi- 
“ duals who form the fociety, and that the oath ihall in 
“ fubilance be as follows : 

“ I. That each member of the fociety ihall employ 
“ his utmoft exertions and abilities, at the peril of his 
“ life, to co-operate in the execution of the plan which. 
“ ihall be adopted for the obtaining of liberty.” 

“ 2. That having acknowledged the authority of his 
‘‘ chief, he ihall obey him with the moft perfe<9: fub- 
“ million ; and that as he finds himfelf, by injuftice and 
‘‘ defpotifm, difearded from all civil and political fociety, 

he 
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“ he will, without any reftridion, obey the orders of 
“ .the chief eled, acknowledging hiiri as his fovereign 
and mafter.” 

“3. That having rendered himfelf, by virtue of his oath, 
'worthy of the confidence of the fociety without any 
reftridion, each individual ftiall engage to keep the 
“ moft profound fecrecy concerning every thing which 
“ ftiall have been treated or determined from that day 
“ forwards ; and in cafe he ftiall have betrayed this 
engagement, he (hall acknowledge himfelf, ipfo faSio^ 
“ culpable, and worthy to be punifticd with death, to 
“ which he ftiall fubmit from the moment of his apof- 
“ tacy from the prefent oath ; fubmitting himfelf like- 
“ wife by the prefent ad to be the inftrument of exe- 
“ cution of every fentence of death which {hall be de- 
“ creed in the committee againft any other of the fociety, 
“ whomibever he may be.” 

“ After taking this oath, let the chief, with all the 
members of the fociety, eftablifti a fourth article, as 
“ follows : 

“ 4. That if, in cafe of treachery, cither the chief, 
“ or any other perfon of the fociety, ftiall fall into 
“ the hands of government, he ftiall keep the moft 
“ profound fecrecy refpeding their union ; and the 
aftbeiation (hall ufe the means, at the rifk and pe- 
“ ril of their lives, to take that perfon out of the 
“ hands of government, either by refcuing him by open 
“ force, or by providing him with poifon or arms to 
“ deliver himfelf from oppreftion.” ‘ 

This fpeech was received with veneration, and I was 
convinced, from the countenance of my auditors, that 

they 
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they approved my propofitions. In confequence thereof 
every one took paper, and wrote a name according to 
his choice. Upon opening the papers, feven bore my” 
name, and my paper that of Cruftiew, which determined 
them to nominate Mr. Cruftiew my fecond. We then 
proceeded to take our oaths, and I received thofe of the 
other members of the fociety. 

•Such was the conclufion of my fecond day at Kam- 
chatka. After having fixed the meeting of the com- 
mittee for the lothof the month, Mr. Cruftiew declared 
that he had feveral friends to propofe as members of our 
fociety, to which I acceded, and fixed the time of their 
reception on the i oth. 

On the 6th we met, in order to proceed in a body to 
pay our compliments to the governor. He received us, 
and after having been informed that I fpoke feveral lan- 
guages, he appointed me mafter of languages to His fon 
and his three daughters, in conflderation of which he 
difpenfed me from all public work, and ordered the fame 
fubfiftence to be allowed me as to the foldiers of the 
garrifon. After having acquainted me with this deter- 
mination, he called his children, and exhorted them tO' 
be diligent, and learn whatever I might teach themt 

After this ceremony we waited upon the chancellor,, 
who admitted us in the fame manner. We found him^ 
playing at chefs with Koloflbw, liettman of the Coflacks.. 
He ordered us to wait till the game was finifhedi I ap- 
proached the table and examined the ftate of the game. . 
My particular attention furprized the chancellor,, who* 
enquired if I underftood chefs; I anfwered in the af- 
firmative.. Soon after, finding his own game defperate,. 

and,, 
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and, in his opinion, loft, he told me he would give me 
fifty roubles if I could win it. The hettman protefted 
that he would not play with an exile, as it was contrary 
to the laws, but the chancellor maintained that he might 
legally do it, as the laws prohibited only the communi- 
cation with exiles ; and at laft the hettman, rather 
piqued at the chancellor’s intimation that he was fearful 
of lofing the party, confented that I fliould play the 
game out. He had the advantage of a caftle, a knight, 
and two pawns. At the third move I uncovered my 
caftle, \vhich ftood behind a bifhop and oppofite to the 
queen, at the fame time that I checked the king 
with my bifhop. The lofs of the queen fecured the 
game in my favour, fo that I foon gave the check-mate. 
At the end of the game I found that it had been 
played for five hundred roubles on a fide, and I imme- 
diately received the fifty roubles. The hettman being 
vexed, was defirous of having his revenge, and the chan- 
cellor confented to find money for my ftake. He difmifled 
my companions, after prefenting them with two bottles 
of brandy, and detained me to play at chefs. I won 
three fucceflive games, which put two thoufand roubles 
into the chancellor’s pocket, of which, my part amounted 
to one hundred and fifty roubles. At dinner time I re- 
tired, and fooi: after, with great furprize, perceived the 
hettman clofe behind me. He called after me very civilly, 
and informed me that he had a projefl in his head, in 
which, if I would join, I fhould find it much to my ad- 
vantage j but for my part I was apprehenfive that his lofs 
might make him my enemy, and therefore propofed to 
reftore the hundred and fifty roubles which had been 

pre- 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 97* 

prefehted to me; at the fe.me time making the beft ex- 
cufbs I could for what had happened. But my fears 
were foon difhpated when he difcovered his project; 
which was, that I ftiould play againft fome rich mer- 
chants, who had won large fums of money of him, and 
that if I had the good fortune to win he was certain of 
gaining an immenfe liim, of which the fifth part fiiould 
be paid me on the fpot. 

The fituation in which I found myfelf, and the want of 
money to carry my enterprize into execution, made me 
determine to accept his propofition, and to aflure him of 
the fortune of his rivals in this play. As Jfbon as I had 
given my confent, he forgot my fituation as an exile, and 
prefled me to go to dinner with him. I was received by 
his fami’y with great refpedt ; for he prefented me in the 
charafter of an illuftrious, though unfortunate gentleman,, 
to whom his family owed great obligations. At dinner 
we were furprized by feveral of the chief people of the 
town, but my entertainer, who, by his charge, was the 
third perfon in the government, knew fo well how to 
manage the eonverfation, that he perfedly ellabliflied 
that degree of confideration, which he was defirous I 
fhould poflefs. At my departure he caiifed me to be 
fiipplied with provifions, namely, butter, fait meat, rice, 
and brandy fuflicicnt, at leafi, tO' entertain my company 
five days. 

When I arrived at home I aficmbled my companions, 
and related to them every thing that had happened. At the 
fight of my provifions and tlie hundred and fifty roubles, 
they thought they beheld providence in perfon ; their 
hopes were ftill more Iiighly elevated, when I informed 
• VoL. I. O them 
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them of the plot in which I had engaged with the hett- 
man, againft the merchants. Our evening thus paffed with 
great chearfulnefs, and many were the caftles we built in 
tJie air. As foon as the company was gone, I employed 
myfelf in writing out copies in the Latin, French, and 
German languages, for my fcholars ; and afterwards, 
enlivened by hope, I retired to reft, and enjoyed the moft 
refrefhing fleep. 


CHAP. VI. 

THE COUNT ENTERS UPON HIS OFFICE AS LANGUAGE-MASTER. THE 
GOVERNOR PRESENTS HIM WITH A FEMALE SLAVE, AND A SLEDGE 
DRAWN BY DOGS. A PROPOSAL MADE TO HIM BY SOME OF THE 
CHIEF GENTLEMEN OF THE TOWN TO ESTARLISH A SCHOOL. A 
PARTY AT CHESS. AN EVENING’S ENTERTAINMENT. PARTIALITY 
OF MISS APHANASIA NILOW, THE GOVERNOR’S YOUNGEST DAUGH- 
TER, FOR THE COUNT. MADAME NILGW APPROVES HER ATTACH- 
MENT. 

O N the yth, my late riftng obliged me to haften to 
the governor’s, where I found the younger part of 
the family alTembled in the hall. I gave them the 
copies, and cauled them to fpell the words. The: 
yOungeft of the three daughters, whofe name was Apha- 
nafta, who was lixteen years of age, propofed many 
queftions concerning my thoughts in my prefent fitu- 
ation- Her queftions convinced me that her father had; 
given them fomc information concerning my birth and 

mi 3 fortunes ► 
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misfortunes. I therefore gave them an account of my ad- 
ventures, at w^hich my fcholars appeared to be highly 
aiFe<9:ed, but the youngeft wept very much. She was a 
beautiful girl, and her fenfibility created much emotion 
in my mind ; — but, alas, I was an exile. 

The governor afterwards came in and attended to my 
inftrudions. He appeared exceedingly well fatisfied with 
my method, and informed me that he intended to prefent 
me with a Kamchatka female (lave, a fledge, and two dogs. 
I thanked him for this favour, but obferved, that as an exile 
I could not poffefs any property, and that I was refolved to 
endure my fate with patience. He perfifted, however, in 
his refolution, and obferved that the fenate would not be 
difpleafed at his kindnefs for me, after having received 
an account of the ellential fervice I had done the ftate, 
by prelerving the veffel, with the lives and fortunes of 
the fubjedis of the Emprefs. The goodnefs of his dif- 
polition affeded me greatly, and I thanked him with the 
utmoft lincerity ; after which I took my leave. But he 
detained me a fhort time, and ordered a fledge to be har- 
nelTed, which he put into my hands, with a conductor, 
whom he ordered to obey me. 

When I arrived with this new equipage, my com- 
panions cried out that miracles were revived ; and more 
efpecially, when I informed them of all that the go- 
vernor had laid, they verily believed themfelves delivered 
from the yoke of flavery under my prote<ftion. But 
Mr. Panow furprized the ^embly by obferving, that 
they had no fuch reafon to rejoice, for the governor’s 
benevolence would flacken my zeal, and that afterwards, 
at the firft change of a governor, we fliould remain ex- 

O 2 pofed 
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pofed to the mercy of the barbarians. He was going on 
with his difcourfe, when I judged it prefer to interrupt 
him by renewing my oath, with every affurance of my 
beii^ devoted to the good of the fociety. 

After dinner I received a vifit from the hettman, who 
was accompanied by Meffrs. Cafarinow and Rofeurakow, 
two principal merchants. After the firft civilities they pre^ 
pofed to me to eftablilh a fchool for the languages, arith- 
metic, and geography ; and, to enable me to undertake 
this, they made an offer of putting together an entire 
houfe, newly built, at any place where I might chooie 
to eftablifh a public fchool. I accepted their offers, on 
condition that they fhould perfuade the governor to fend 
his children to this fchool : becaufe, as I was obliged to 
repair every day to the governor’s, I fhould not otherwife 
have it in my power to fuperintend the public fchool. 
We concluded our arrangement with the condition, that 1 
fhould receive five roubles per month for each child; 
that they fhould pay me befides half a rouble for wood 
and lights ; and laftly that they fliould contribute together 
to furnifh my houfe with moveables and a flock of pro- 
vifions, together with a fervant to drefs my victuals. 

The more I refledled on the favourable change of my 
lituation, the more my hope increafed that I fhould be able 
in fafety to execute the plan I had formed for my deliver- 
ance. For the diflrefling image of a wife whom I loved, 
and who in my abfence, in probability, had given birth 
to an infant, prefented itfclf conftantly to my mind, and 
permitted me to receive no perfedl fatisfadion. Abforbed 
in thefe refledions, I paid little attention to the conver- 
fation between my companions and oiw guefts ; but the 

hettman 
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idettman rbufed me oiit dT my werie, by requefting me 
to csame and diiie widi hm^i aiid play a few games at chels. 
He informed that hie propefed this party to 
Mr. Caforino^, thieti prefect) who wotild take no denial, 
and that eadb game llmuld be three hundred roubles, of 
which he woiiid ftake ©n my fide one hundred and 
twenty, and the cfeantellor the fame fum, and that, if I 
won, the fixty roubles of each game would belong to 
tne ; but that, in cafe i Ibft, they would bear my lofs. 
Mr: Cafarinow eonfented to the engagement, on condition 
that fifty games Ihould to be played ; and that he might 
he permitted to make an affociation, any one of whom 
ihould be at liberty to play againft me, as in like manner 
it ihould be permitted either for the chancellor or the 
hettman to play in my ftead. The hettman replied^ 
that he could not ilipulate but for himfelf : it was there- 
fore determined tdi wait on the chancellor, to whom wc 
accordingly went. This gentleman performed his part 
very dexterouily, by making feme difficulties at firft, though 
at laft he eonfented, and the articles were written down 
and figned, with the additional ftipulation, that ready 
money iliould be paid jdbwn at the end of each game. 

The agreement was ratified by an evenirig’s entertain- 
ment, at which fifty perfons were prefent ; and the 
governor himfelf, with his family, came in. On his 
arrival the mufic was fent for, and dances began. As 
for myfelf, I was a friendly fpediator of the whole ; and, 
being now upon terms of great familiarity with every one, 
I reqiiefted the chancellor to fend a few bottles tD my 
companions. He invited them all, appointing a chamber 
for their ufe, where they could fee every thing that pafled 

without 
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without communicating with the aflembly contrary to the 
laws. During the whole entertainment, my fcholar Apha- 
nafia never quitted me but to join in the dance, which flie 
did very gracefully ; her mother came up to us once, and 
whifpered to me, I think your fcholar will become your 
friend ; have an eye over her r I am a kind mother. — She 
fpoke to me in very good German ; and as it was the firft 
time I had converged with her I, felt fome embarraffment, 
but foon recolleding myfelf, I aifured her of my refped: 
and inviolable attachment. The governor, obferving me 
in converfation with the mother and the daughter, like- 
wife came up to us, and aiked the fubjedt of our con- 
veriation ; but Madame de Nilow prevented my anfwering, 
by faying, that fhe was enquiring whether I could not 
teach her daughter mufic. This mezzotermino delivered 
me from all apprehenhon, and a fhort time afterwards 
the governor and his lady retired. Mifs Nilow returned 
to me, and informed me that her father had confented to 
the eftablilhment of a public fchool, and that confequently 
fhe, with her lifters and brothers, ftiould often have the 
pleafure of vifiting her mafter. It is impoflible to 
deferibe the amiable and graceful manner of this charming 
girl. Two hours after midnight I attended my fcholar, 
with her lifters, to the governor’s houfe, and afterwards 
returned home. 


CHAP. 



COUNT iXE BENYOWSKY. 


103 


CHAP. VIL 

A BUILDING ERECTED FOR A SCHOOL. CONVERSATION WITH 
MADAME NILOW. PROFITS ARISING FROM THE COUNT’$ SKILL 
AT CHESS. MISS APHANASIA CONVERSES WITH THE COUNT. 
THE SOCIETY OF EXILES REINFORCED. HUNTING OF THE BEAR. 

O N the 8 th my. friend Cruftiew came to me at day- 
break, to enquire what lituation 1 had chofen for 
the new edifice, and on going out of my hut I found 
almoft all the pieces of wood for the building ready. 
As foon as I had marked out the fituation the workmen 
began to put them together. After breakfaft I repaired 
to the governor’s houfe to give the ufual leffons to my 
fcholars, whom I found ready, with the alphabet in their 
hands. When they had faid their fpelling leffons, they 
requefted me to write fome German and French words 
in the Ruffian characters, it fortunately happened that 
I was provided with a grammar of the Ruffian, German,, 
and French languages, which I had found among the 
books of my friend. I put this into their hands, with 
fome inftruCtions for the ufe of it. As foon as. the kfibns 
were ended, I was afked a thoufand queftions concerning 
my country, its manners, cuftoms, &c. 

When I was preparing to depart, the governor ’'s lady 
arrived, and after difmifllng her children, made me fit 
down befidfe her. She informed me, that fhe was the 
daughter of a SWediffi colonel, exiled into. Siberia ;; that 
her mother had changed her religion, and that ffie had 
married Mr. Nilow, at that time lieutenant-colonel', a* 
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worthy man, but greatly addided to drinking, the excefs 
of which rendered him brutal and infupportable ; that Ihe 
enjoyed no pleafure excepting that of feeing her family 
grow up around her, though at the prefent inftant, after 
having fulFcred the mortification of feeing her two eldcft 
daughters married to two officers who were addided to 
gluttony and drinking in the moft difgufting excefs, ffie 
could not but lament the fate of the youngeft, who was 
intended by her father to be married to a certain kuzma, 
one of the moft difagreeable perfons in the univerfb. 
She therefore intreated me to endeavour to gain the con- 
fidence of the governor, and to ule my utmoft exertions 
to change this refolution. My reply to this good mother 
was, that I would do my beft, and that at all' times fhe 
fliould find me obe-dient to her commands. Sooii after 
I took my leave, and returned home, where I found an 
invitation from Mr. Hettman to form a party at chefs. 

In the mean time we dined, and after dinner Mr. Gruf- 
tiew prefented to me the candidates for reception into our 
iociety. About four o’clock a woman came to take my 
meafure for fliirts and clothes, according to the cuftom 
of this country, where the women perform the taylor’s 
bufinefs. At feveii o’clock I waited on the chancellor, 
where I found five merchants. We played five games at 
clitfs, four of which I won, and after receiving one 
hundred and eighty roubles, I took my leave. 

On the 9th a merchant, named Cfulofnikow, hearing 
that 1 poffiefTed fome money, propofed to me to play 
a couple of games with him, but declared that he 
would not play for lefs than two hundred roubles a game. 

I accepted his propofal, only dcierring it- till afternoon, 

becaull* 
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becaufe I was obliged to attend my fcholars at the gover- 
nor’s houle. When I entered the hall I was furprized to 
find Mifs Aphanafia abfent, and ftill more to hear that flie 
was ill in bed, but being defirous of taking her leflbii, flie 
had afked leave for me to come to her, which her mother 
had granted. I was accordingly introduced into her 
chamber, where this amiable girl difclofed the fentiments 
of her heart with fuch opennefs and fimplicity, that the 
Ruffian language at that moment appeared to me the moft 
mufical in the univerfe. ' Our converfation was inter- 
rupted by the appearance of Madame Nilow. I therefore 
took my leave, and on my arrival at home I found 
Mr. Cfulofnikow, who loft three games at chefs. The 
reft of the day was employed in fettling the order for the 
reception of the candidates to be prefented by Mr. Cruf- 
tiew. We agreed that the council of eight ffiould 
alone be entrufted with the fecrets, and that fuch other 
perfons as might in future be admitted ffiould be informed 
only of fuch particulars as the council might judge 
neceffary to communicate to them to fecure their con- 
fidence. At this meeting, therefore, the form of the 
oath was drawn up, a.nd we employed the reft of the 
evening in preparing an entertainment. 

On the loth, at day-break, Mr. Cruftiew went in 
fearch of his candidates, and at nine in the morning 
returned with them. Their names were as follow : 

Demetrius Kuzneczow, a free Ruffian merchant. 

Aphanafi Kumin, Captain of the Coffacks, free. 

Andrew Gurcinin, Chamberlain of the Emprefs Eli- 
zabeth, an exile. 

John Sibaew, Captain of the Hunters, free. 

VoL. I. P 


Alexis 



io6 MEMOIRS A^^D TRAVELS ot 

Alexis Protopop, AfcMeitoh of the Chiirch* free. 

Levonti Popow, Gaptain of thfe Huilters, free* 

John Cfurin, brother to the captain of a irietchaiit 
fhip, free. 

Magnus Meder, of the Admiralty, exiled twenty 
years. 

John Wolkowi a free hunter. 

Caffimir Bielflci, a Polifh ftaroft, exiled fifteen years 
before. 

Gregory Lobczow, Colonel of Infantry, an exile. 

Heraclius Prince Zadikoy, exiled eighteen years before. 

Julian Brandorp, a Swede, exiled fix years before. 

Nicholas Srebernikow, Captain of a regiment of 
Guards, an exile. 

Andrew Biatzinin, an exile. 

At eleven in the morning the candidates were intro- 
duced to the committee, and the oaths and engagements 
were read to them. They immediately took the oath, 
and figned their engagements ; but in order to confirm 
their fandtion we determined that all thofe who were of 
the Ruffian religion fhould go to confeffion, and take 
the facrament to corroborate their oaths. In confequence 
of this order Mr. Gruftiew attended them to the chbrch, 
where their confeffions were received, and the facrament 
was adminiftered to them by the Protopop. After their 
return we celebrated our little feaft, and the governor with 
his family, the chancellor, and the hcttman, with feveral 
other principal perfons of the town, came to us in the 
evening, and honoured our aflembly with a vifit, which 
fixed the epoch of the independence of the exiles : 
For the governor, being extremely drunk, fwore, that he 
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acknowledged me as chief of the exiles, and com- 
manded the chancellor to regifter an ad in the chan- 
cery, to authenticate this nomination ; at the fame time 
promilmg to write a reprefcntation in my favour to go- 
vernment, in order that I might be employed in the 
fervice of the ftate : The diancellor and the hettman 
fupported the intentions of the governor, and had the 
fatisfadion to win near -feven thoufand roubles from the 
merchants, at chefs, who by this means paid the ch^ges 
of our entertainment. 

On the I ith we determined to go in chace of the bear, 
and obtained permiffion from the governor of four days 
abfence. On this day I received a confiderable pref«it 
in linen and fome peices of plate from Mr. Nilow. Oa 
the 1 2th we departed, to the number of iixteen, well ar- 
med, with eight fledges, and went down the river which 
was frozen. At the diftance of twenty-eight verftes we 
flopped at the dwelling of the tajou or chief of Cfekawka : 
he gave us an account of the feveral viflts he had re- 
ceived from the bears in his neigbourhood, and entertained 
us and our dogs with a dinner ; after which he conduced 
us to a brook which fell into the river of Kamchatka. 
But the inflant that he perceived three bears at play on 
the banks of this rivulet, he eameftly entreated us to re- 
tire, afliiring us that thefe creatures would be the death 
of us. After delivering this advice, he decamped, and 
we approached our enemies ’till within the diftance of 
mufquet fliot, when we difeharged our fire-arms, and 
wounded them. Enraged with their wounds, they 
came forward to attack us with the utmoft fury. It 
was a fortunate circumftance that my companions were 

P 2 accuftomed 



io8 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELSjop 

accuftomed to this chace. They met the bears, and, 
after a long combat, flew the whole three ; for none of 
them chofe to quit the field of battle. 

I'he following circumftances are proper to be taken 
notice of refpeding this manner of hunting. At fight 
of a bear one of the hunters advances to begin the attack, 
which he does by prefenting his left arm to the animal, 
having previoully fecured himfclf by thick pieces of wood, 
faftened lengthways upon the arm, in order that the bear 
may not break it at the firft gripe. The moment the 
animal feizes the arm the hunter ftrikes him with a lance 
within the left Ihoulder. After this ftroke the other 
hunters continually run their lances into the body of the 
animal, who often breaks the weapons, and, if the firft 
ftroke be not effectual, throws down his opponent and 
ftrangles, or at leaft maims him. 

After having flain thefe three bears we laid them on 
our fledges and returned towards Cfekawka. At the half 
diftance we met the tajou with twenty natives of Kam- 
chatka, armed with lances and bows. They acquainted 
us that they came to aflift us ; but when they faw the 
dead bears they fung our praife, and condufted us back 
in triumph. The firft care of the Kamchatka men 
was to fkin the bears, for which they gave us twenty-fix 
martins fkins, and eight foxes fkins for the flefh. This, 
bargain was very agreeable to us, and we refolved to fally 
forth by moon-light to make another prize. We fu«- 
ceeded very well in this attempt likewife, for we flew five;^ 
others, but Sibaew was wounded. 

Among thefe bears there was one of prodigious fize, and 
as white as fnow. We fet apart his fkin as a prefent for the 

governor i 
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governor ; and propofol to apply the four others to 
our own ufe as mattralfes. We therefore laid them on our 
fledges, and returned towards our habitations, where we 
Ikinned them, and falted the flefli ; after which we 
carried our prefent to the governor, who was highly 
pleafed with it. 


CHAR VIIL 

PUBLIC SCHOOL OPENED. THE SOCIETY OF EXILES MEET ON 
BUSINESS RELATIVE TO THEIR ESCAPE BY SEA. CHESS. THE 
COUNT COMPOSES CHARTS OP THE COASTS AND ISLANDS AD- 
JOINING TO KAMCHATKA. DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCE OP THE 
AFFAIR LAST DEBATED IN THE SOCIETY OF EXILES. AVERTED- 
BY THE COUNT, WHO NARROWL'K^IWlPES ASSASSINATION. HIS' 
ENEMY PUNISHED. 

O N the 14th, the fchool-room being ready, I received 
my fcholars, and made choice of Meff. Cruftiew 
and Panow as my afliftants. At four in the afternoon 
the governor’s children appeared. The number of my 
fcholars amounted to twenty-three, among which were 
three merchants, who came to learn arithmetic. 

On the 1 6 th Sibaew requefted me to call a meeting, 
in order to communicate a difcovery relative to our enter- 
prize. I appointed that very night at eleven o’clock. 
When the committee was aflembled, I demanded of hiim 
the communication he had to make, which was as follows. 

In 
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In the oo«urfe of the preceding mottth of Auguft, Cfu- 
lofnikow failed from Oohoczk with a veflel of one hun- 
dred and fifty tons, ^rficd, and bound to the Aleuthes 
iflands, to catch beavers. Hi« erew confified of twenty- 
eight hunters, who had never been at fea before, and 
thele being overtaken by a violent tempeft, had run the 
veffel afliore. Cfulofnikow in this jundure had forced 
the people to work without inteiiniffion to get the veflel 
off the ground ; and upon their refulal to perfevere, had 
obtained military affiftance from tin governor to compel 
them. In confequence of which treatment they had 
unanimoully determined, fiift to get the veffel off, and 
afterwards to make their efcape with her out of llavery. 
Mr. Sibaew having been conlulted by them on this affair, 
took advantage of their difpofition to infinuate that they 
had no chance of fucceeding in their attempt unlefs they 
could engage me to take the command, which they 
immediately refolved^lihido, and entreated him to inform 
me of their determination. He therefore thought it in- 
cumbent on him to acquaint the committee, that they 
might determine what was propereft to be done in thefe 
circumftances, which in his own opinion he thought 
very advantageous to our interefts ; as by increafing our 
number we might put ourfelves in a fituation to employ 
open force in feizing a veflel, and making our efcape 
with our arms in our hands, in cafe we could not fiicceed 
by ftratagem. 

This propofition appeared very interefting to us. The 
opinion of every perfon prefent was therefore taken, and 
the fociety was at laft induced to adopt mine, whicdi was 
as follows : 


That 
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That Sibaew fhould return for anfwer to the«, that I 
was greatly affeded with the fujfFerings they endured, but 
that having already been betrayed, once before, in mjysn- 
deavours to allift the unfortunate, I could not trult to 
their propofals. For it would be fufficient if out of 
twenty-eight there Ihould be one apoftate who might 
betray me ; and as the enterprize was of the nature of a 
revolt, they would be puniflied by being condemned 
for life to the mines. I recommended that no other 
anfwer fhould be made them on my part but this *, but I 
engaged Sibaew to encourage them in their difpofition to 
quit Kamchatka, and perfuade them to ufe every means of 
gaining my confidence, while I referved to myfelf the 
condud and management of their plot when it fhould be 
brought nearer to an iflue. 

On the I yth in the morning Sibaew arrived with two 
of the principal perfons of the crew of Mr. Cfulofni- 
kow, the one named Lapin, who was mafler, and the 
other Parenefin, who was carpenter. They both threw 
themfelves at my feet as foon as they entered, and con- 
jured me not to abandon them in their enterprize. They 
obferved, that their refolution ought to be agreeable 
to me, as I fhould thereby fecure my liberty ; and they 
offered to engage themfelves by oath to be faithful and 
obedient to me in all my commands, and to follow 
me to the end of the world. I continued to urge 
difficulties until they had affured me that they would 
engage themfelves by the moft ficred oath, and take 
the holy communion to corroborate every engagement 
into which I might think proper to require them to 
enter. This refolution determined me to give them 

fome 
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fome hopes that I would accept the charge, provided 
they engaged their companions to follow my fortunes 
und||f the fame oath. For which purpofe I told them, 
that as foon as they were all agreed, they might come to 
me, in order to execute their oath of union. 

After their departure, I aflembled my companions, and 
communicated to them the agreement I had made with 
the chiefs of Cfulofnikow’s people. The fteps I had 
taken were approved, and the company finding them- 
felves reinforced by twenty-eight ftrong, robuft and deter- 
mined men, no longer doubted of fuccefs. We agreed 
from that day forward to bufy ourfelves in making car- 
tridges, and preparing our arms. Each of us was dire<fted 
to provide a mufquet, a pair of piftols, a fabrc, a lance, 
and fixty cartridges. 

On the 1 8 th I paffed the day with the chancellor 
in playing at chefs, and I won feven games. On my re- 
turn I found Mr. Norin, lieutenant of the garrifbn, who 
alked me to lend him five hundred roubles, which he 
wanted to fit himfelf out, as he was nominated comman- 
der at Nifnioftrogg. I promifed to comply with his re- 
queft, on condition that he gave me his word of honour 
to behave with humanity towards the unfortunate exiles 
dwelling within the limits of his jurifdidlion. He ac- 
companied me home, where I put the five hundred 
roubles into his hand, and received in return his pro- 
teftations of friendfhip and gratitude. My companions 
were much concerned at my liberality ; but when I 
aflured them that I had near five thoufand roubles in 
my box, they found themfelves more at cafe in that 
refpeifl. , 

On 
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On the 1 9th the chancellor defired me to compofe a 
reduced chart of the Kurilles and Aleuthes iilands, together 
with the coafts of Kamchatka, and Ochoczk ; and, in 
order that I might obtain the neceflary information, he 
gave me permiflion to take out of the archives whatever 
pieces I might find relative to the fubjedt. As this 
bufinefs tended to divert my wearifome fituation, and, at 
the fame time, to fupply me with the knowledge which 
was requifite to the execution of my projed, I undertook 
it very willingly ; and on that very day I received out of 
the Chancery feveral journals and relations of fea voyages, 
made either by the officars in the Imperial Ruffian fervice, 
or by individuals. At the firft perufal, however, I was 
convinced that I could advance nothing with certainty, 
except fuch articles as I found in the journals of Span- 
berg, Bering and Tfirikow. 

On the 20th Madame de Nilow prefled me much td 
teach her daughter mufic. Unfortunately, however, my 
whole knowledge of this art confifted in playing the harp,' 
an inftrument which it would have been a miracle to 
have found in Kamchatka. Neverthelefs, to pleafe this 
lady, I promifed to make one ; though I had never 
handled any cabinet-makers tools. On my return 
home I confulted with my friends, concerning the ac- 
complifhment of my promife ; and, after I had made 
a model, Mr. Panow undertook to affift me in the con- 
ftruftion of the inftrument ; Mr. Cruftiew engaged to 
make the firings with the entrails of dogs and rein deer, 
and Mr. Stephanow promifed to make all the iron 
fcrews. 

VoL. I. Ct 
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On the 2 1 ft, Mr. Cfulofnikow, the merchant, came 
to me, and reproached me with having excited his crew 
to mutiny, and threatened that, if I did not point out 
the ringleaders to him, he would diredly go and com- 
plain to the governor, and demand an order for my im- 
prifonment. The direct and aflured manner in which 
this man made his attack, led me to fear fome treachery 
on the part of his people ; but, as it was neceflary to 
avoid every appearance of confulion, I replied, that he 
muft be out of his fenfes to accufe me with fo ftupid an 
undertaking. I admitted that his people had applied to 
me for an engagement to build my houfe, and that I had 
made a bargain with them, which, however, I would 
willingly cancel, if the governor judged it inconvenient. 
I affured him that I entered into this explanation, not 
with a view to juftify myfelf to him, whom I defpifed too 
much to think of making any reply to his accufations ; 
but that I did it to make him blufh at his want of hu- 
manity. I moreover aflured him, that I fliould lofe no 
time in waiting on the governor, and making him ac- 
quainted with the execrable treatment with which he 
purfued his people, who, though unable to fubftft with- 
out working, were deprived even of that refource, as far 
as his power could go ; and that, as to myfelf, I fhould 
foon fi.nd an opportunity to punifh him for his infolence, 
in having dared to attribute fuch proceedings to me. 

During our converfation, feveral of my companions- 
came up ; and when informed of the fubjed of our dif- 
courfe, they attributed his proceeding to a defire of 
avenging liimfelf /or the lofs of a fum of money againft 

me 
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me at chefs. The conteft fbon became warm, and ter- 
minated in a ihower of blows, which fell to his ihare. 

To prevent the bad confequences of this adventure, I 
immediately waited upon the governor, and informed 
him of the accufation of Cfulofnikow, not forget- 
ting to mention the infolence of his behaviour. The 
governor, irritated by the reprefentations of his lady and 
the reft of his family, fent a ferjeant in fearch of 
Cfulofnikow, and the moment he appeared, without fuf- 
fering him to fpeak, he declared to him, that if he ever 
infulted me in future, he would fend him to prifon, and 
profecute him for having loft the velfel entrufted to his 
care ; and that ftnce he had information that the veflel 
could not be got olF, he would difcharge his crew from 
their contra<ft, and give them full liberty to enter on board 
of any other velfel. The governor accordingly fent his 
olEcer to the chancellor, in order that his commands 
might be carried into execution ; and poor Cfulofnikow 
found himfelf obliged to fubmit without fpeaking a word. 

I thanked the governor, and returned homewards, 
but had fcarcely proceeded one third of the way be- 
fore I was attacked by Cfulofnikow and his coulin, 
with two ftout bludgeons and drawn knives. I had no 
other arms than a ftick, and was at a diftance from every 
place of alliftance. However I fet myfelf in a ftate of 
defence with my back againft a ftore houfe, and in this 
lituation I received many ftrokes on the arm. One of my 
blows was fo lucky as to fall on the head of Cfulofni- 
kow’s companion, and extended him upon the earth ; 
upon which, having only one to deal with, 1 attacked my 
man with fury, broke my ftaff, and then flew upon 

0^ 2 him 
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him with my fifts. At the firft onlet I had the good 
fortune to ftrike him fuch a violent blow that he vo- 
mited blood, and begged his life, which I granted, at 
the lame time that I reproached him with his treachery. 
I promifed, however, not to fpeak of this adventure to 
the governor. 

After I had left him and was proceeding on my way, 
I met Sibaew, who feeing me all bloody, with feveral 
contulions on my head, enquired what had happened, 
and upon being informed, he ran to the governor’s houfe 
■to carry the news. The governor immediately fent a 
detachment to feize Cfulofnikow and his coufin, the 
latter of whom died that afternoon, by the fradure of 
his Ikull. Cfulofnikow was condemned to fix mbnt3i^ 
public labour, and his whole property confifcated to the 
ufe of the ftate and the church. For my part it was 
with great difficulty that I reached home, and notwith- 
ftanding every care, I was obliged to -keep my bed ten 
days, during which time I received continual vifits from 
the chiefs of the country, and efpecially the family of the 
governor, which appeared to be highly intcrefted in my 
welfare. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.. IX, 

THE EXILES NARROWLY ESCAPE POISONING, ON NEW YEAR’S DAY. 
DISCOVERY OF THE AUTHOR, WHO DISCLOSES THEIR PROJECT, 
AS COMMUNICATED TO HIM BY ONE OF THEIR NUMBER. THE 
EXILES MEET, AND PUT THE TRAITOR TO DEATH IN THE HGHT. 

. FARTHER ENQPIRIES MADE BY GOVERNMENT, WHICH ARE REN- 
DERED ABORTIVE BY AN ACCIDENTAL CIRCUMSTANCE. 

O N the I ft of January, lyyij we paid our refpefts to 
the governor and other principal perfons, and after- 
wards affembled, in order to make a kind of entertain- 
ment. We had received from feveral merchants, prefents 
of teaand fugar, with which wc regaled ourfelves. But 
this pleafure coft us dear ; for in a quarter of an hour after 
we were feized with violent cholics and vomiting. Mr. 
Fanow was the firft who afliired us that we were poifoned, 
for he affirmed that he had obferved many of the pieces 
of fugar tafted fait. In confequence of this fuppofition, 
cadi of us drank a large quantity of whale oil. It is 
impoftible to defcribe our fufferings ; fome were af- 
&Aed more than others, and as to myfelf, who had 
only taken one cup of tea, I found, after I had taken 
the oil, that my pains difappeared with only a trembling 
in all my limbs. But my utmoft exertions wei e requi-cd 
to attend my other companions, confifting of fourteen 
perfons, many of whom vomited blood. 

During this crifis, feveral of our companions came to 
fee us, who, when they found what had happened, made 
hafte to bring a quantity of the rein deer’s milk, 

which 
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which at laft mitigated our pains, and caufed them to go 
oft' with a trembling of the limbs, excepting Mr. Cfurin, 
who died in the night, and Mr. Panow, who continued 
fcarcely alive. As foon as we had recovered our forces 
and began to reflect upon this event, .we examined the 
fugar. I gave a piece to a cat, and another piece to a 
dog, wrapped up in part of a fifti. Both thefe animals 
were ftrongly convulfed, and burft in the fpace of half an 
hour. This experiment convinced us that Mr. Cafarinow, 
a merchant, had poifoned the fugar ; but as it was of im- 
portance to fearch this affair to the bottom, we deter- 
mined to keep the lecret, for which reafon we caufcd the 
Protopop to attend the burial of Mr. Cfurin, and Mr. 
Panow, finding himfelf better, was conveyed to his hut. 

On the 2 d, about noon, I waited on the governor, with 
the intention of giving him an account of our accident ; 
and, as a proof, I carried with me the fugar loaf. The 
governor was not inclined to give credit to my decla- 
ration, for which reafon I offered to convince him by 
fending for Mr. Cafarinow, and propofing to him to drink 
tea, at the fame time that notice might be incidentally 
taken, that I had prefented the governor with a loaf ^ of 
fugar. For I obferved that the behaviour of Cafarinow 
on this occafion, could not fail, either to clear up his in- 
nocence, or indicate his guilt. Madame Nilow approved 
my propofal, and the governor confented to follow my 
advice, on condition that I fhould be a witnefs to what 
might happen, from a neighbouring chamber. 

The governor accordingly fent for the chancellor, the 
hettman, and Cafarinow, with two other merchants. 
The moment I faw them arrive, I retired into the next 

room. 
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room, where I could hear every thing that paffcd. The 
chancellor and the hettman arrived firft, and were in- 
formed of the bufinefs for which they had been requefted 
to come. They concluded that Cafarinow had executed 
this ad: of revenge againft me on account of his having 
loft a large fum of money at chefs, and declared that they 
did not doubt the truth of my relation. They at the 
fame time obferved, that if the fad ftiould be eftabliftied 
againft Cafarinow, it would be abfolutely neceflary to 
punifti him with the utmoft rigour of the law, by con- 
demning him to labour in the mines, after confifcation of 
his whole fortune. 

Cafarinow at laft arrived with the two other mer- 
chants : the governor received them politely, and entered 
into difeourfe concerning the fitting out of fome (hip- 
ping for the iflands Aleuthes, to catch beavers. In the 
midft of their dialogue, the governor propofed tea, which 
was accepted by the whole company, and he continued 
his difeourfe with Cafarinow, by afking if he was not in 
the habit of taking tea feveral times in the courfe of the 
day, to which he anfwered in the affirmative. In the 
mean time the table was fet out, and the governor, looking 
at the fugar-loa;f upon the table, exprefled his fur- 
prize at the generofity of the exiles who arrived laft, and 
obferved that he had received as a new-year’s gift from me, 
two iugar loaves, part of which he had now the pleafiire 
of offering to the company. At thefe words Cafarinow 
turned pale, and upon the governor’s enquiry whether he 
was ill, he replied he was, and begged leave to retire. The 
chancellor replied, that his illnefs would go off after a 
couple of difhes of tea. He continued, however, to 

make 
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make his excufes, but at laft the cup of tea being' 
poured out was prefented to him, and the governor infifted 
on his drinking it. At this crifis the unhappy wretch 
no longer doubted but that he was difcovered, and, 
throwing himfelf at the feet of the governor, declared, that 
he had poifoned the fugar, with the intention of delivering 
focicty from fuch a monfter as myfelf. He affurcd the 
governor that he would himfelf be convinced of this after 
hearing the depofition of a perlbn of the name of Piat- 
linin, who had difcovered to him a plot, which I had 
formed, to arm all. the exiles, and to feize veflels in order 
to efcape from Kamchatka. The governor was too much 
enraged at the attempt of Cafarinow to pay any attention 
to his words ; but committed him to prifon, giving orders 
to the chancellor to proceed to the confifcation of his 
property, and to regifter the fentence againft him from 
his own confefTion, of an attempt to poifon. 

After having feen this wretched man dragged to jail, 
and the governor’s dinner time being near, I retired. 
Immediately on my arrival I aflembled the council, and 
afterwards all thofe who had entered into the oath of 
confederacy. I declared to them the treafon of Piat- 
finin, who was then prefent, and the meeting fentenced 
him to die, but granted him three hours to prepare him- 
felf for death : the Protopop attended him, and in the 
evening he was led out and put to death during the 
night, by fhooting him through the head. 

In confequence of the depoiition of Cafarinow, the 
chancellor caiifed a coITack, of the name of Piatfinin, to 
come before him, and queftioned him concerning the fefl. 
'riiis poor wretch was at a lofs what to anlwer, but abfo- 

lutely 
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denied qirer liaviiig fpoken to Cafarinow, and the 
chaaoeHiot did not give bimfelf the trouble to confront 
them, but contented himfelf with inferting in the fentence 
a declaration of faldiood agamif the depolition of Cafa-^ 
rinow. 


CHAP. X. 

THE COUNT CONSTRUCTS A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT FOR HIS SCHOLAR 
MISS APHANASIA. MEMBERS PROPOSED TO THE SOCIETY OP 
EXILES. PLAN OF OPERATION SETTLED, THE GOVERNOR PRO- 
POSES A JOURNEY. LARGE SUMS OF MONEY WON AT CHESS, AND 
PART PRESENTED TO THE GOVERNOR’S FAMILY. MISS AKJANASIA 
DECLARES HER AFFECTION FOR THE COUNT IN THE PRESENCE 
OF HER FATHER, WHO IS EXCEEDINGLY IRRITATED, BUT IS PACIFIED 
BY HIS COLLEAGUES IN OFFICE. THE GOVERNOR MAKES THE 
NECESSARY DISPOSITIONS TO REVERSE THE SENTENCE OF EXILE 
: UNDER WHICH THE COUNT WAS BANISHED. 

O N the 3d we were informed of all that had happened 
at the governor’s as well as at the chancery, and it 
was with the greateft fatisfaiSlion that we refleded on our 
narrow efcape from the confequences of treachery and 
poifon. Several of us, however, were afilided with fe- 
verc fits of illnefs afterwards. On this day my mufical 
inftrument being finifiied, and the firings mounted, I 
carried it to Madame Nilow, and played a few airs upon 
it before her, and though the found of the inftrument 
was far from being lively, the melody was thought inchant- 
Yot. I. R ing 



122 MEMOIRS and travels of 

ting by the governor and all his farnily. From that day 
forward their youngeft: daughter Aphanafia was infepa- 
rable from her inftrument. 

On the 4th Mr. Stephanow informed us, that he had 
difcovered that Bocfarow, Ifmailow, and Lapin, three 
young perfons apprenticed to the fea, had refolved, 
together with live or lix hunters, to feize a veflel, and 
efcape to the Aleuthes illands, to eftablifh themfelves there. 
He obferved, that lince the propofal firft came from them 
he could depend on their fidelity ; but as the treachery of 
Piatfinin had made a ftrong impreflion on the minds of 
my companions, I contented myfelf with propofing that 
Mr. Stephanow Ihould form a connection with them, and 
encourage them in their refolution till we Ihould have de- 
cided refpeCting their admifiion ; but that we Ihould poft- 
pone our decifion to the time of the execution of our pro- 
ject. My opinion was agreed to, and Mr. Stephanow 
was intrufted with the management of this affair. 

On the 5th a committee was held, to confult on the 
means of carrying our project: into execution. It was 
here determined, that, in order to prevent all fufpicion 
in future, the greater part of our companions Ihould 
quit the town of Bollha, and fettle at Nifney-oftrog during 
the winter, under pretence of following the chace ; 
But that in the courfe of the month of March, or at farthefi: 
by the 1 5th of April, they Ihould rejoin me, in order that 
as the harbour began at that time to be cleared of ice, and 
the ihipping would be fitting out, we Ihould embrace the 
earlieft opportunity of feizing the firft veffel we Ihould 
be ready, in which we would embark, and leave Kam- 
chatka. In confequence of this refolution it was deter- 
mined 
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mined that Meffrs. Cruftiew and Stephanow fliould under- 
take to make fure of part of the crew of the firft veffel 
which might be fitting out, with a view to facilitate the 
execution of our projeft ; while I ftiould attach myfelf to 
the governor, the chancellor, and the hettman, for the pur- 
pole of fruftrating the effeA of the inlinuations of the mer- 
chants, who, from the treachery of Piatfinin, and feveral 
other circumftances, had been confirmed in their fufpicions. 
On the fame day I requefted the governor’s permillion of 
abfence for my companions, that they might hunt near 
Nifney Novogrod, which I obtained. On the 6th they 
departed, after I had given them two hundred roubles to 
facilitate their eftablilhment, together with a letter of 
recommendation for Mr. Norin, commanding officer at 
Nifney-oftrog. 

On the yth the governor propofed to me to accompany 
him on a journey he intended to make in the courfe of 
the month, together with his family. I complied with 
his orders, and promifed to be ready, but the chancellor 
and the hettman, who came in foon after, reproached 
me for abandoning their parties. The governor, how- 
ever, allured them that he Ihould not be abfent longer 
than feven or eight days ; in confequence of which they 
determined to make the lame journey, on condition that 
we took a chefs board with us. The governor was 
curious to know the fum they had won at that game 
lince I had borne a part ; and, upon making a calculation, 
it appeared that it amounted to forty-two thoufand 
roubles, in money and furs. The chancellor, to Ihew 
his attachment to the governor, aflerted, that he had 
agreed with 'me to fet a fide one-tenth part of the 

R 2 profits 
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profits as a prefeat to tfee goveirticjr’s fattirly, which 
he called me, as well as the hettman, to witnefs. 
The governor was highly pkafed with this declara- 
tion, and immediately caiifed his dMghteris to be 
called, and ccMnmimkalted to them the news of their 
good fortune; obferving, that they were indebted to me, 
in the firft place, for this advantage, and next, to the 
friendlhip of the chancellor and the hettman. I perceived 
that Mr. Hettman was offended at the ftep the chancellor 
had taken, for which reafon I called him afide, and repre- 
fented to him that this a<3: of generofity, as well as all the 
good confequences which might arife from it, would be 
lhared by him, as well as us ; and that there ftill remained 
a vaft field for us to extend our advantages. This 
afiurance fet his covetous heart fomewhat more at eafe. 

The governor’s family exprefled their acknowledgements 
to us ; but Mifs Aphanafia added, that ihe hoped, fromihe 
goodnefs of Mr. Chancellor and Mr. Hettman, that they 
would intereft themfelves in my favour, and obtain thc*Jd>b- 
lition of the fentence of my exile, and the neceifary ’^£iCe, 
in order that I might be employed in fome charge under 
government, that her fincere defire of feeing me happy, 
and of partaking in my happinefs, might be accompliflled. 
At thefe words the governor flew into a rage, and loaded 
me with invedives, but the chancellor and hettman 
remonftrated ftrongly againft the injuftice of blaming me 
for the fentiments of his daughter. They obferved it 
was not impoflible but that I might in future poifefs a 
charge under government, and in that cafe the gover- 
nor cotdd not do better to infure the happinefs of his 

family. 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 125 

f^tnily. Their arguments at length had fome effed on 
the governor, who beciune calm, and addre/Ted them 
in thefe words: Gentleinaen, you are witnefs to the 
declaration juft now made by my daughter, of which 
I ftiould be much aftiamed; but, ftnce you find it 
excufable, I pardon her, and undertake to employ my 
credit in mitigating the fentcnce of exile againft Beny- 
owiky. I therefore requeft that you will fign an ad which 
I ftiall propofe to you, which, according to the laws of 
the Czar Peter, difcharges every exile from his fentence. 
This law enads, that every exile who ftiall have difcovered 
a plot formed againft government, or the chiefs, fhall 
be difcharged from the rigour of his fentence. The 
exile before you has a right to this abfolution j for he has 
revealed to us the attempt of Cafarinow to poifon us. 
Without his declaration neither you nor myfelf would 
now have been alive. You cannot therefore difpenfe 
with figning this ad. of abfolution, which we will fub- 
mit to the fenate, with our letters of recommendation, 
for the fake of the form only : For the ordinances of 
the Emperor do not prefcribe this to be done, but are 
pofitive in cnading, that every governor or voivode, 
prefidcnt of a college, or chancellor, with the confent 
of his counfellors, fhall be authorized to pronounce this 
abfolution. 

This fpeech of the governor was received like an oracle,, 
and the chancellor invited the governor immediately to 
call a meeting the following day, to carry his refo- 
lution into effed. The hettman made hafte to engage 
Madame Nilow to join them, in order to confirm the 

governor 
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governor in this ftep, who beholding his family at his 
feet, and the chancellor and the hettman urging every 
entreaty, confented at laft, and complimented me with 
my liberty. 


CHAP. XL 

THE COUNT IS IN DANGER OF BEING PUT TO DEATH BY MIS' 
ASSOCIATES. THEIR SUSPICIONS REMOVED. AN EMBARRASSING 
DILEMMA. PRESENTS MADE TO THE COUNT. THE MANNER OF 
HIS ABSOLUTION FROM THE SENTENCE OF EXILE. HE MAKES 
A PROPOSAL TO THE COUNCIL. GENEROUS DISPOSITION OF THE 
CHIEF INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN. CONSEQUENCES OF THE 
COUNT’S ADVANCEMENT. 

T his bufinefs was not condudled with fecrecy. The 
governor’s family divulged the adventure cpn- 
fufedly, and the whole town was informed of my ap- 
proaching abfolution before I left the governor’s houfe ; 
which I did, after having received orders to appear the 
following day at the chancery at eleven in the morning. 
In my way I met many perfons who loaded me with com- 
pliments, and when I arrived at home, 1 found MelTrs. 
Panow, Stephanow, Baturin, and Cruftiew, who ac- 
cofted me with fome confufion, and informed me that I 
muft appear before the general meeting. I enquired what 
prelTing affair demanded my prefence, and obferved that 
I had very agreeable news to communicate to them ; but 
great was my aftonifhment at the anfwer of Panow, who 

informed 



COUNT DB BENYOWSKY. 127 

informed me that this news would coft me my life, to 
which he added, that 1 was a traitor, and that nothing 
more could be laid on an affair which was of fufEcient 
importance to be decided according to the conftitution I 
had myfelf eftablifhed. 

Surprized at this difeourfe, I had no time to confider 
what motives could lead them to ad: in this manner. 
It was in vain that I folicited my beft friend, Cruftiew, 
to give me fome intimation of the bufmefs ; for he 
refufed, by obferving that he was forbidden to fpeak to 
me, and that it was neceflary I fhould appear before the 
affembly. I then entered, and the iirft objeds which 
prefented themfelves to my fight were two of my affoci- 
ates, armed with fabres, at the door, and a goblet on the 
table filled with poifon. Thcfe preparations led me to fup- 
ppofe that I was charged with treachery, and that the pro- 
ceedings of the governor in my favour had induced my 
companions to believe that I had accufed and betrayed 
them. On this fuppofition I demanded leave to fpeak, 
and immediately related to them every thing which had 
paffed at the governor’s houfe, together with the decifion of 
the governor. After having ended my difeourfe, I demanded 
judgement. Confternation and joy was on every counte- 
nance. Mr. Panow advanced towards me the firft, and, 
throwing himfelf at my feet, entreated my pardon, affirming 
that he was the author of all that I faw. He informed 
me, that as he could not believe my connexion with the 
chiefs of the government was fimply the effed of accident, 
he had long fufpe^fed me of treachery, and had not ceafed 
to follow my fteps ; and that he had, on that very morning, 
followed me, and was convinced of my duplicity, when 
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he heard that, by virtue of the ordinance of the Czaf 
Peter, I was declared to be at liberty : a conviiftion which 
inl^iired him with the refolution of aflailinating me ; 
though he had deferred the execution of his purpofe, 
merely with the intention of informing his companions of 
their danger. That in confequence of his declaration, 
they had determined to put me to death ; but that the 
prefervation of my life was owing to the refolution of 
Mr. Cruftiew, who perfuaded the meeting to hear me 
before they proceeded to the commiflion of a crime, as 
he would anfwer for me at the expence of his life : 
And as the aflurance of Mr. Cruftiew was now found 
to be tnie, he intreated my pardon for his precipitate 
hafte. I embraced this worthy aflbeiate, and thanked him 
for his care, at the fame time begging that he would, in 
future, entertain a better opinion of me- 

The fears of the aflbeiation being thus diftipated, they 
indulged themfelves in the pleafing reflexions, how 
much my liberation would tend to infure the execution 
of our projeX. After the riflng of the aflembly, I con- 
fulted with Meflrs. Cruftiew and Protopop about my 
apprehenflons refpeXing the governor’s daughter and her 
mother, who feeing me in a ftate of liberty, prefled me 
to marry her, which was out of my power, becaufe I was 
already married, and refolved to profecute our voyage. 
The firft reprefen ted to me, that my marriage being by 
compulfion, would be unlawful, and that I might clear 
myfelf of it on my return into Europe. The lecond 
propofed to me to repeat the form of marriage, with- 
out entering into any engagement ; to which efleX he 
promifed to give me a certificate. They both en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured to convince me that I needed not helitate to 
comply with the felicitations of the governor’s family, 
for the purpofe of fupporting the common intereft. But I 
refolved to do nothing which might injure my repu- 
tation. I therefore declared that I would put off this 
affair as long as I could, in order to gain time, and that 
I did not defpair of obtaining their confent to defer tho 
marriage till the month of May ; at which period, it 
would be in our power to fettle the bufinefs in another 
manner. I confefs that in my own mind 1 felt the ut- 
moft regret and uneahnefs, to be the inftrument of 
diftrefs to an amiable girl whom I tenderly loved ; but 
the hope that Ihe might, at fome future period, be hap- 
pier in a marriage more fuitable to her fituation, tended 
in fome meafure to render my refle<3:ions lefs afflicting. 

I employed the reft of the day in preparations to make 
a decent appearance at the chancery, and in the evening 
I waited upon the chancellor and the hettman to thank 
them for their favours. Both thefe gentlemen loaded 
me with compliments ; the chancellor obliged me to ac- 
cept a traineau, very elegantly conftruCted of whalebone 
and gilt, which was drawn by four white dogs, and ac- 
companied by a flave to dired them ; and the hettman 
prefented me with a parca, or peliffe of beaver’s fkin, edged 
with the (kin of the black fox, together with a bonnet of 
blue velvet bordered with fables. 

On the 8th, all the exiles aflembled at my houfe. At 
ten o’clock the fecretary of the chancery, Mr. Szudeikin, 
came to invite me to the chancery. I accordingly or- 
dered my fledge to be harnefled, and waited upon the 
chancellor, attended by my companions, who remained at 
VoL. I. S the 
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the gate. The fecretary introduced me into the council 
chamber, where L found the governor fitting as pre- 
fldent, with eighteen other principal gentlemen, includ- 
ing the chancellor and the hettman. The governor made 
a very long fpeech, in order to render me truly fenlible 
of my good fortune, in having fallen into the hands of 
juft and enlightened men. He enlarged much on the 
mildnefs of the Rufllan government, and the excellence of 
its laws, and concluded his difcourfe by praifing the 
Emprefs, whofe virtues he extolled to the lldes. After 
his fermon, he ordered the chancellor to read the adt 
of my abfolution, which was word for word as follows : 
“ Actuated by the inviolable duty qf juftice, after 
having materially examined the behaviour of Auguftus 
“ Samueloviez, an exile to this place, by order of the go- 
“ verning fenate, and (purfuant to) the will of her Impe- 
“ rial Highnefs, Catharine, Emprefs and Autocratrix of 
“ all the Ruflias, I do declare him abfolved from thepro- 
“ fcription pronounced in the fentence againft himt, and I 
“ do command his remiflion, conformably to the in- 
“ tention of the legiflature, explained in the fifth fedtion 
“ of the inftrudlions concerning the laws againft pro- 
“ fcribed and exiled perfons; and in order that the 
“ caufes which have determined me to this proceeding 
“ may be perpetuated in juftice, I command that the 
“ f pecks fa 6 ti be printed beneath the prefent adt, as it 
“ has been prefen ted unto me by the chancellor. 

‘‘ May it pleafe his excellency the governor to con- 
“ fider the declaration of Auguftus Samueloviez, who 
“ difcovered the attempt to poifon, made by Cafa- 
rinow, and intended to caufe the death of the 

“ governor. 
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“ governor, with the principals of the regency, doubtkfs 
“ to carry into execution a defign of feizing the govern- 
“ ment of this province, and depriving the empire of the 
“ dominion thereof. That the faid Auguftus Sa- 
“ mueloviez, in order to prove the criminal intention, 
“ hazarded his own life, with the lives of feveral of his 
“ companions, by making a trial of the force of the poi- 
“ fon on his own perfon ; and that in this manner, at the 
“ peril of his life and the lives of his friends, he clearly 
“ proved the guilt of the above-named : which evidence 
“ was laftly confirmed by Cafarinow himfelf, who con- 
“ feffed his crime. May it therefore pleafe his excel- 
“ lency the governor, conformably to the ordinances of 
“ the late Czar Peter, to pronounce the fentence of ab- 
“ folution from exile, in favour of the faid Auguftus 
“ Samueloviez. 

Signed, NOVOZILOW, Chancellor, 

SZUDEIKIN, Secretary. 

The prefent order, containing the a(ft of abfolution, 
after being read in council, was exhibited and publifhed 
conformably to the laws. When the reading was finifhed, 
the governor caufed me, to approach the table, prefented 
me a looking glafs, and commanded me to kifs it. 
This ceremony being finifhed, he embraced me himfelf, 
as did likewife all the other m^bers prefent at the coun- 
cil ; immediately after which, fix of the guards entered 
with a drum, and went out with the fecretary in order 
to publifh my abfolution through the town. During the 
time they were executing their commiflion, I requefted 
the governor’s leave to make a propofal, and being 
permitted to fpeak, 1 addrefled the council. I aflured 

S 2 them 
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that after having isehdered a fiarvide ©f this nature 
to the ftate, I was determined to employ my whole life 
in endeavouring to promote the interefts of that part of 
the nation which had intcrcfted itfelf fo highly in my 
welfare ; and that in confequence of this diipofltion, I 
propofed to eftabliih the cultivation of grain on the 
fouthern point of land^nd.to clear a quantity of paftyre 
ground for the AipportT of catde, fufficient. to mainllain* 
the inhabitants of Kamchatka. In order to carry this . 
project into execution, I only requefted permiffion to ’ 
eftablifh myfelf with the other exiles in that country, 
with forty natives as labourers. 

The chancellor fpoke in favour of my propofal, and 
the governor confented to report it for difeuffion at the 
following meeting. At the breaking up of the council, 

I was invited to dinner ; but before I departed I joined 
my companions, and explained td ‘them the reafons of my 
propofal, which they found advantageous to the purpofe 
of our union. 

Numberlefs were the compliments I received at din- 
ner. The family of the governor in particular ex- 
preffed their fatisfadion, more efpecially Mifs Aphanafia, 
who was uncommonly attentive to her drefs that day. 
Twenty- two principal gentlemen of the town were pre- 
fent at this dinner ; and one of them, named Cafimir, 
took the lead at the defert, by obferving that the praife 
of good adions ought not to be confined to words, but 
that as the governor had fatisfied the claim of juftice, It 
was the duty of fociety to beftow the reward of merit ; 
he therefore propofed that the citizens fhould unite to 
contribute a fund for my eftablifliment. 

Ihe 
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The governor t®* this propofittion, that he fe- 

rioufly intended t6 make my fortune ; and that as he 
defigned to give me his daughter in marriage, it was his 
bufinefs to take care of my eftablifliment. But the chan- 
cellor contradided this refolution, by declaring that as 
the governor had a numerous family, prudence required 
that he ftiould not impair his own private fgrtune, and 
confequently, that he might permit thofe to ad who were 
defirous of teftifying their gratitude to me. The hett- 
man feconded the chancellor, and the governor at laft 
confented that Caiimir fhould purfue his plan, and the 
governor declared that he would not poftpone the mar- 
riage between myfelf and his daughter, longer than till he 
received orders from the governor general of irkuezk, 
from whom he had requefted the creation of the office of 
lieutenant-general of the police in my favour. 

The company applauded this refolution, and the even- 
ing paffed very agreeably to every one but myfelf. No 
words can deferibe the confufion of my mind, when I 
refleded that I was forced to deceive a charming and in- 
nocent girl. I could not conceal my confternation 
from the penetrating eye of Madame Nilow ; and it was 
with the utmoft embarraffment that I contrived to 
elude her inquiries, by pretending that my apparent af- 
flidion was occafioned by the mortification of finding my- 
felf feparated from the company of the other exiles, for 
whofe friendffiip I had a very great value. The avowal 
of fo natural a fentiment fatisfied her, and fhe endea- 
voured to remove thefe refledions, by promifing that fhe 
would contrive means to mitigate their hardffiips ; but at 
the fame time ffiedefired me to fix my future refidence in 
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the governor’s houfe, where apartments were provided for 
me in order that I might be at hand to aflift in the pub- 
lic bufinefs. 

This propofal greatly embarraffed me : but as I had a 
thoufand reafons for refufing this mark of goodnefs, I 
urged every argument I could think of to perfuade her to 
fuffer me tp relide as ulual without the town and fortrefs, 
to which fhe at laft confented. 


CHAP. XII. 

PROOF OF THE CONFIDENCE AND ATTACHMENT OF THE EXILES 
TO THE COUNT. THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL LIBfRATE 
THE EXILES. THE COUNT PROMISES TO PROCURE THE EN- 
LARGEMENT OF THE PERSON WHO ATTEMPTED TO POISON HIM. 
FARTHER PROGRESS OF THE EXILES IN THEIR PROJECTS TO ESCAPE. 
AN ENTERTAINMENT PROPOSED. THE GENTLEMEN OF THE TOWN 
MAKE PRESENTS TO THE COUNT. GOOD EFFECTS OF THE COUNT’S 
EXERTIONS IN FAVOUR OF HIS ENEMY. 

U PON my return home I found my friends aflembled. 

Many of them fhed tears of joy, and declared that, 
fmce my good forl^une was eftablifhed, and they could 
depend on my refolution, they were refolved to recede 
from the oath of union, in order to avoid expofing my life 
in future. They protefted, that their refolution was unani- 
mous, and that they made this declaration in confequence of 
their perfonal attachment to me. I thanked them for this 

fingular 
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fingular mark of friendfhip, but I declared my fixed and 
unalterable determination to break the bonds of our 11a- 
very, and propofed to them to renew the oath of union. 
Mr. Panow advifed us to fend an exprefs to Nifneynovo- 
grod to inform our companions of what had happened, 
in order that no falfe account might caufe them to give 
up the hope of recovering their liberty. Purfuant to this 
advice, Sibeaw was difpatched, and as the courfe of 
bufinefs at my fchool was interrupted by thefe intervening 
events, I entrufted the care of it to Mr. Winbladth, Major 
of the confederation, who was taken a prifoner, and ex- 
iled with me, and I nominated Mr. Meden as his alliftant, 
who had been long exiled, and was of the fame country 
as the Major, namely, Sweden. 

On the 9th Mr. Baturin finilhed the charts which I 
had compofed of the northern navigation. I prefen ted 
them to the chancellor, who, after exprefling his appro- 
bation, laid them before the council, and obtained the go- 
vernor’s confent to fend them to the College of Admiralty at 
Peterlburgh. On the fame day the chancellor prefented 
the report for intrufting me with an eftablifhment to cul- 
tivate the land in Lopattka, and, after a Ihort difcullion, 
the governor palTed an adt in council, by which the 
alliftance of Government was promifcd me in forming my 
eftablilhment. By this adt I found myfelf authorized to 
form a colony of exiles. For the partiality of the governor 
and principal men of the town was of fuch admirable 
Ijervice in explaining the ordonnances of the Czar Peter, 
that the governor thought himfelf authorized to declare 
in this adf, that all exiles who fhould repair to the coun- 
try of Lopattka to form a colony, and fettle there ibr 
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the purpofe of cultivating the ground, fliould be abfolved 
from tlieir fentence of exile ; and all this was done in 
conformity to the fenfe of the laws, which were found to 
declare clearly, that every profcribed and exiled perfon, 
who fhall have rendered eflential fervices to the ftate, of 
fuch a nature as tends to its prefervation, fhall be capable 
of receiving the favour of abfolution. This proceeding 
of a whole council convinced me that there are no laws 
which cannot be interpreted as convenience may did:ate. 
The prefent day’s work completed my fatisfadtion ; for after 
I had declared in the council that I had dilpofed all the 
exiles to undertake the eftablifhment of this new colony, 
the governor commanded me to bring them, that they might 
hgn their declaration to that effe< 9 :. I flew home with 
this order, and aflembled my friends, to whom I explained 
my meflage. They immediately followed me to the 
chancery, to flgn their fubmiflion ; in confequence of 
which the governor caufed an amnefty to be publifhed in 
their favour. 

The rapidity of my operations aftonifhed every one ; 
but that which gave me the greateft pleafure was the 
conviiStion that no one fufpedled my intentions. When 
we left the chancery, we proceeded in a body to return our 
thanks to the governor, the chancellor, the hettman, and 
other counfellors : the reft of the day was employed in vifit- 
ing the merchants and other inhabitants of the town. While 
I was at the houle of Kolofow the hettman, the family 
of Cafarinow intreated me to caule him to be fet at liberty, 
and to procure a repeal of the lentence by which he was 
condemned to labour in the mines. I promifed this 
afflided family that I would ufe my beft endeavours, 

but 
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But as 1 had learned that his fortune, which was con- 
fifeated, amounted to more than iixty thoufand roubles, 

I clearly faw how difficult the bufinefs would be ; for it 
was certain that I could not fave this unhappy man, 
but on condition that he fhould give up all thoughts of 
reclaiming his property. I informed his wife of my fears ; 
but Ihe affured me, that her hufband would fubmit to 
the facrifice on condition that the governor would employ 
him in a voyage to the Kurelles illands to coiled: tho 
tributes. I therefore promifed to obtain his liberty ; and 
as this ad of generofity might add greatly to my repu- 
tation, I determined to ufe every eiffort to overcome fuch 
obftacles as might prefent themfelves. 

On the fame evening I had an opportunity to fpeak 
to the chancellor, and accordingly propofed the affair to 
him. He was difpleafed at firft ; but when I informed 
him that Cafarinow renounced his fortune, he hefitated, 
and a fhort time after told me, he had thought of a 
method to remove every difficulty but that he would 
communicate his ideas to the governor and the hettman, 
and give a decifive anfwer in the courfe of twenty-four 
hours. 

On the loth I affembled a committee, in which, after 
having difeuffed our common interefts, we refolved to 
make the neceffary preparations to repair to the country 
of Lopattka in the month of March, at which place we 
fhould pretend to bufy ourfelves in eftablifliing our colony : 
And that at a proper opportunity we woiild requeft a 
vellel from the governor to tranfport our effed:s and pro- 
vifions ; on the arrival of which we would take poffeffion 
of it, and bid adieu to this wretched place. 

VoL. I. T 
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In conformity with this refolution, we determined to 
coiled provifions fiifEcient for a voyage by fea of three 
months. At the breaking up of the committee I propofed 
to give the fociety an entertainment on the occafion of 
our abfolution from flavery, to which all the principal 
men of the town fliould be invited. My propofai was 
approved of, and Mr. Cruftiew was direded to make every 
requifite preparation. 

About noon Mr. Calimir came to inform me that the 
meeting of the gentlemen of the town had determined to 
make me a prefent of fix thoufand roubles, one-third in 
ready money, one-third in merchandize, and the reft in 
provifions and articles of domeftic ufe. I accepted this 
mark of generofity ; and as the mefiage Was delivered in 
writing, I returned my anfwer in the fame manner, taking 
care to ufe every expreflion fuitable to the extent of my 
gratitude. 

After the departure of Mr. Cafimir I waited upon the 
governor to dinner, and obtained his permiffion to give 
the propofed entertainment at the town-houfe. It was 
fixed on the 1 5 th, becaufe the governor was defirous of 
fetting out on his journey on the i6th. 

When dinner was ended, the chancellor came in, tc^- 
gether with the hettman. They conferred a fhort time 
with the governor in his clofet, after which I was fent for, 
and was informed that the liberty of Cafarinow was granted, 
on condition that he fliould immediately go to the Kurelles 
iflands, and remain there two years, which was a fuffi- 
cient time to repair his lofs ; for thefe gentlemen were 
not at all difpofed to reftore his fortune. The governor 

charged; 
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charged me with the meffage, which I immediately exe- 
cuted. Upon entering the prifon, I faw this unhappy 
man at my feet, intreating my forgivenefs for having 
attempted to take away my life. I interrupted his 
lamentations, by demanding what reafon he could have 
to hope for favour from me ? He replied, by conjuring 
me to have pity on him, and pardon him on account of 
his unfortunate family. At length, however, being de- 
firous of removing his apprehenfions, I propofed to him 
the conditions under which I believed 1 could deliver him 
from imprifonment. Thefe he accepted with profef- 
hons of eternal gratitude, and at laft, when he was told 
that I had obtained permiftion for him to go to the Ku- 
relles illands, he aflured me that a fingle year would be 
fufficient to re-eftablifh his fortune. Whereupon I de- 
clared that he fliould be fet at liberty as foon as the 
veffels were ready to convey him there. This information 
tranfported him with joy. He embraced my feet, and 
ufed all the expreflions of the moft lively fentiments of 
gratitude. 

Being thus affured of Cafarinow’s readinefs to accept the 
terms propofed, I quitted him to render an account to the 
governor, who was delighted with his compliance, and or- 
dered the chancellor to expedite him, with the ferjeantCuf- 
mina, to the Kurelles illands. I perceived that the gover- 
nor was dehrous of converhng in private with the chancel- 
lor and the hettman, and therefore took my leave. As I 
paffed through the town I called on the family of Ca- 
farinow, and informed them of the favour the, governor 
had granted him. I naturally expeded acknowledgment 

2 and 
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and thanks: but my heart was not proof againU the 
furprize of beholding a family at my feet, who called me 
their protector and benefador. Ivan CIbrni, who fince 
the affair of Cafarinow called no more upon me, came 
likewife to embrace and addreffed himiyf in the 
following words : Liften, my friend. I was informed 

of your attempt as well as Cafarinow, and confequently 
I had as great a right to be your enemy as he. We were 
partners in the accufation intended to be made againft 
you, but I was not an accomplice in the attempt to 
poifon you. The misfortune which afterwards happened 
to my relation caufed me to fwear your deffrudion* 
Your generolity to him has reconciled me, and I not 
only fwear to keep all I know in fecrccy, but 1 likewife 
devote myfelf to your fervice in every thing you may re- 
quire me to do.” 

This explanation aftonilhed me, but I faid no more, 
in anfwer, than that I hoped his gratitude would be 
ihewn in forgetting all that had pafled. Upon my re- 
turn I related the incidents of the day to my companions^ 
who rejoiced at the happy fftuation of our affairs*, 


C H A R 
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CHAP. XIIL 

PREPARATIONS FOR MARRIAGE. SINGULAR PRELIMINARY CUSTOM. 
PRECAUTIONS FOR PRESERVING SECRECY AND SECURING THE 
PROGRESS OF THE UNDERTAKING OF THE EXILES DURING THE 
COUNT’S ABSENCE. GRAND PROJECTS FOR CREATING GOVERN- 
MENTS AND EMPIRES IN THE NORTH. AN ENTERTAINMENT ON 
THE OCCASION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE EXILES. 

O N the iith, Madame Nilow lent to delire me to wait 
upon her^ and informed me, that Ihe wilhed her 
daughter might do the honours of the entertainment of 
the 1 5 th, and that {he Ihould be publickly declared my 
future Ipoufc. As I could find no proper excufe, I con- 
fented to her requeft, upon which Ihe caufed her daughter 
to be called, and recommended her to be careful that 
the bufinefs of the day Ihould be conduced in fuch a 
manner as to do her honour. 

After the departure of her mother, my pretended fu- 
ture fpoufe reproached me for being more attached to the 
fociety of my companions than her’s; and I anfwered her 
prcfling remonftrances by promifing to wait upon her as 
frequently as pofiible. 

About noon, being engaged to dine with the governor, 
v/ho now called me by no other name than fon, he re- 
quefted me to compofe a fhort defcription of Kamchatka, 
in a form proper for the prefs ; as he was defirous of 
exhibiting proofs of his abilities. I promifed to write 
the work according to his ideas, and engaged to finifli) 
it during our journey. He exprelfed his fatisfadion 

at 
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at this promifc, and embraced me, faying, that he hoped 
by this work to obtain the government of Ochoczk, 
After dinnc:r he informed me in confidence, that the af- 
fair of Cafarinow had been worth eighteen thoufand rou- 
bles to him ; but that the rafcal would be well replenifhed 
by the voyage he was going to make. 

In the evening, the governor being invited to fup with 
Ivan Cforni, I accompanied him with my intended lady. 
Mr. Profcurakow engaged me to play at chefs, and a very 
ftrong party was formed. The chancellor and the hett- 
man were on my fide ; and Profcurakow, Ottlafkow, and 
Ribnikow, were on the oppofite fide. The game was 
for five hundred roubles ready money, twenty dozen 
martins fkins, twelve beavers, and twelve black foxes 
fkins. After a long conteft I won the game, as well as 
three others following. Our play detained us till three in 
the morning, and my fhare of the winnings amounted to 
near eight hundred roubles. 

The governor took a pleafure in looking on, and I 
did not quit the company till about four in the morning, 
when I attended him to his houfe, where I offered to 
take my leave, but was detained on pretence of the dan- 
ger of accidents. But great was my furprize, when the 
governor’s lady introduced me into the chamber of Mifs 
Aphanafia, where fhe took her leave, faying, I hope you 
will be prudent ; but as it is proper you fhould be ac- 
cu domed to live together, I thought you could not be 
better lodged tlian with my daughters ; with thefe words 
fbe retired, wifhing me a good night. Aftonifhed as I 
was at this fpeech and manner of proceeding, fo contrary 
to the cufloms of Europe, I had ample matter to form 

' fyftcms, 
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fyftems, hut my charming companion did not permit me 
to employ my thoughts on meditations of this kind. 
She had fo much to lay and I to anfwer, that we paiTed 
the time without thinking of fleep, and I did not leave 
her company till eight in the morning. 

When I returned home, I found Mr. Cruftiew and my 
other friends very uneafy at my abfence ; but^ their ap- 
prehenfions difappeared as foon as they faw me. The 
fatigue of the forgoing day required that I fliould take 
Ibme repofe. 1 therefore retired to deep, after reminding 
Mr. Cruftiew of his having undertaken that every pre- 
paration fliould be regularly made for the 1 5th. When 
I awoke at five in the evening, I had the pleafure to fee 
my pretended future fpoufe befide me, who exprefled 
the moft lively apprehenfions for my health, and declared 
that (he would not quit me ; for which purpofe {he had 
already fent to her mother to inform her, that (he had 
found me indifpofed, and was refolved to fit up with me. 
It was to no purpofe for me to reprefent that her attach- 
ment to me might injure her in the opinion of her fa- 
ther, for fhe perfifted in her refolution ; and during the 
difcuflion of this point between us, Madame Nilow’a 
maid arrived and brought word that her miftrefs ap- 
proved the determination of her daughter, and for that 
reafon had fent her fervant and her bed ; after which 
meflage, and the ufiial enquiries concerning my health, 
the fervant returnecL This day palTcd without any un- 
favourable incident. 

On the 1 3th, I conducted my pretencfcd future fpoufe- 
to the governor’s, and was received in the moft affedion- 
ate manner. The governor took me into his clofet, beg- 
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ged me to come in future every morning for an hour, to 
read the reports and letters which he received, in order 
to make a regular ftatement of their contents, and draw 
out the anfwers or orders. As his defire was a com- 
mand to me, I endeavoured to perform this talk with 
zeal, and to the utmoft of my abilities ; after which I 
took my leave, as I was defirous of palling the day with 
!ny companions, in order to regulate certain arrangements 
necelTary to fecure our correfpondence during my journey* 
When I returned home I was complimented by my 
companions, who prefen ted me with a complete and 
magnificent habit of red fattin, edged with gold lace and 
faced with fables, with a pair of bulkins very curioully 
embroidered ; at the fame time requefting that I would 
wear it on the 15th. After this prelude, which was at- 
tended with every teftimony of friendlhip and regard, I 
appointed a general meeting to be held after dinner. I 
exhorted my alTociates of the tommittee to be more 
particularly careful than ever to preferve our fecret, as 
the leaft indiferetion would ruin us all. I did not con- 
ceal from them my fears refpe<fting my abfence, for 
which reafon I defired them to make an oath of obedience, 
without reftridion, to the orders of Mr. Cruftiew, and 
to do nothing without his confent : And as I was de- 
firous of maintaining a regular correfpondence with Mr. 
Cruftiew, I requefted them to appoint me three com- 
panions of the ordinary number, who might pretend to 
be hired by me ; in order, that in cafe of any misfortune 
or unlucky incident, I might not be unfupported, but 
might avail myfelf of their fervices to fend notice to the 
other aflbeiates in time, if any treacherous difeovery 

Ihould 
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ihould come to light. Id, confeqiience of my propofal it 
was determined that Ivan Kudin, George Lapkin, and 
Nicholas Rubatow, fhould follow me, each having, a (ledge 
and being well armed, and attended by a native on whom 
he could depend. Mr. Panow added, that he did not 
think this precaution fufficient, but was defirous that 
feveral of the fociety (hould olfer their fervices to the 
governor to hire (ledges and to condud: them themfelves 
for his fecurity and convenience. Mr. Panow’s propo- 
(ition was agreed to, and Mr. Kuznezow undertook to 
propofe this alfair to the governor. So that as the at- 
tendants of Mr. Kuznezow would coniift of (ix (ledges, 
I (hould by that means have an addition of twelve armed 
men, which, together with myfelf and the fix others, 
amounted to nineteen, a fuiEcient number to withdand 
the firft check. This precaution being fettled, we 
paded that day and the following evening in an agreeable 
manner. 

On the morning of the 14th Mr. Hettman came to fee 
me, and intreated me to perfuade the governor to fend 
him to Peterlburg in the fpring, and fupport his requeft, 
that her Imperial Majefty would permit him to form an 
eftablKhment in the Aleuthes idands, under himfelf as 
governor. The ambition of this perfonage was well 
known to me, though I could not avoid fmiling, in my 
own mind, at the enthufiafm of the man, who, with very 
little abilities, was dedrous to become a legidator. Ne- 
verthelefs, as his fiiend(hip and good will were necedary 
to me, I promifed to obtain the governor’s confent to his 
reqiied, and engaged to draw up a memorial, on the part 
of the governor, in fupport of his propofal. My com- 

VoL. I. U plaifancc 
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plaifance led him to profefs the ftrongeft attaohmenC 
to me, to which he added a promife, that on his return 
I fhould be invefted with the government of Kamchatka, 
while my future father-in-law Ihould be eftablifhed at 
Ochoczk. According to his ideas, our triumvirate was 
to be unalterable ; but as the chancellor was left out of 
the plan, I propofed to this new governor to confer 
upon him the government of Kamchatka ; obferving 
that I fhould be contented to attend him to the Aleuthes. 
iflands in the quality of fecond, where I might be of 
the greateft fervice to him in the conqueft of California, 
a proje<5l which flood foremoft in the imagination of Mr^ 
Hettman. 

The tone of conviction which I ufed in laying this to 
the hettman, encouraged him to give full fcope to his 
imagination ; and the remainder of the converfation 
clearly proved the extravagance of his ideas, for I could 
cahly perceive that it was with fome reluCtance that he 
retained the idea of a ftate of dependence, while he had 
it in his power to become a fovereign. 

After his departure, I communicated the fubjeCt of his 
vilit to my companions, and could not avoid reflecting r 
how little the Ruffian fenate, by whofe decree I was fent 
into exile, were aware of the projeCls which then em- 
ployed my mind, and more efpecially the ideas to which 
I gave birth, of eftablilhing empires, and robbing the 
Spaniards of their remote pofleffions by arranging this 
chimerical projeCt in writing. Neverthelefs it led me to 
the probability, that at fome future time California might 
be taken by the Ruffians, and that the Spanilh colonies 
might, fooner or later, become their prey. 


About 
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About noon I waited on the governor, and gave 
him an account of the projed: of the hettman, with fo 
many reafons in its favour, that he declared himfelf 
fatisfied with it, feduced, no doubt, by the hope of ob- 
taining the government of Ochoczk. After dinner, when 
the chancellor and hettman arrived, the propofition of 
the latter was treated of at large, and I faw, with the; 
greateft fatisfadion, that all thefe three perfonages adopted 
my plan, which they commiflioned me to draw out. It 
therefore lay with me to create thefe three governors, to 
whom I accordingly promifed the utmoft exertions of my 
pen in their favour. This day gave me a decided fu- 
periority at Kamchatka. Hitherto I had been ufeful to 
thefe three chiefs, but when they adopted a fyftem, the 
compolition of which refted with me, I became more 
than ufeful, for I was then indifpenfably neceflary to 
them. In the evening I retired to enquire concerning 
the preparations for our entertainment. Mr. Cruftiew 
gave me an ample account, from which I was fatisfied 
that every particular was arranged in the beft manner. 

Ou the 1 5th, at nine o’clock, all the exiles came to me, 
perfedly well and even richly clothed. We proceeded 
from my houfe to that of the governor, in twenty-three 
fledges, each drawn by four dogs, where we were re- 
ceived affedionately. The chancellor and the hettman 
being prefent faved us the trouble of going to their houfes. 
The governor gave us a lift of perfons whom he defired to 
be admitted. I then detached feveral parties of my com- 
panions to invite the guefts, while myfelf, with Mr. Cruf- 
tiew and my intended fpoufe, went to the town- houfe to 
give orders. We had eleven muficians, and fixty-feven 
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covers were ferved up to thirty-five gentlemen and thir- 
ty-one ladies, for the young gentlemen and unmarried 
ladies were invited only to the dance, which followed the 
entertainment. As the hettman had lent me three peices of 
artillery, we fired them off on the arrival of the governor’s 
family. At two o’clock the company fat down to table, 
and did not rife till five, at which hour the younger part 
of the company began the dances, which lalfed till three, 
Mr. Kuzneezow infinuated himfelf fo well into the favour 
of the governor, that his company, and the offer of fix 
fledges to carry the governor’s effeds and equipages, were 
accepted of. He immediately informed me of his fuccefs j 
for which I embraced and thanked him with all my heart. 

When the governor retired, he told me he would defer 
his journey till the i yth, as he was defirous of a day’s 
repofe after this entertainment ; a refolution which was 
very agreeable to me, as I myfelf felt the fame necefiity 
for an interval of reft. 

When the company broke up, Madame Nilow pre- 
fented her youngeft daughter, and declared her my firture 
fpoufe. This attra<fted compliments from all fides, with 
a degree of jealoufy from fome of the merchants and young 
officers. 

When I had feen the governor home, as I excufed my- 
felf from remaining at his houfe, Mifs Nilow accom- 
panied me home, to look to my health, as flie faid ; and 
I paffed the whole of the i6th within doors, till the 
evening, about fix o’clock, when I conduced my in- 
tended lady home, and received the orders of the gover- 
nor, who placed the whole care of his voyage and the 
bufinefs of a fecretary upon me, Our attendants were 

to 
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to tohfiil of nineteen fledges and forty-fix perfons, and 
otir departure was fettled at fix in the morning of the 
1 7th. Plate II. exhibits a view qf the fledge drawn by 
dogs. 


CHAP. XIV. 

A JOURNAL OF AN EXCURSION MADE BY. THE GOVERNOR OF 
BOLSOREZKY OSTROGG, IN COMPANY WITH THE COUNT DB 
BENYOWSKY. 

T H E following is a journal of our travels. On the 
17th in the morning, about ten o’clock, we quitted 
Bolforezky Oftrogg, and arrived at Molerowka, at which 
place the tajon, being informed of our arrival, regaled us 
with fifti and cavear, and made the governor a prefent 
of feveral furs. The weather was fevere and frofty, with 
an eafterly wind in our faces. 

On the 18th we left Molerowka, and proceeded to 
Baniowka, where we were received and entertained by 
exiles, who likewife made the governor a valuable prefent 
of furs. 

On the 19th we left Baniowka, and the river of the 
fame name, and, after much labour and fatigucy we ar- 
rived at Hereboftova. Here the tajon of Koanik com- 
plained to the governor, that a foldier of the garrifon of 
Verchney Oftrogg, after having violated his daughter, had 

flaia 
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flain her. In confequence of this accuiatipp) which was- 
proved, the governor direfted me to expedite an order to 
, Verchney Oftrogg, that the faid foldicr fhould fufFer the 
knout until he died. 

On the 20 th we arrived at Chiakollautka, almoft mar- 
tyred by the impetuofity of the wind, and very near being 
fwallowed up by the drifts of fhow. We had Icarcely 
entered the jourt of the tajon before it blew a perfe^ 
hurricane, and in the morning we found our dwelling 
buried under the fnow. The country people exerted 
themfelves to open a paflage through the fnow, in order 
to get out. Being defirous of taking a view of the 
country, I afcendcd through the hole ; but it was im- 
pofliblc to difcover the leaft iigns of any houfe, though 
I knew that our attendants were lodged in nine different 
adjacent jourts. The continuance of the hurricane, 
which conliderably augmented the quantity of fnow 
about us, compelled us to remain here till the 25th. 

On the 26 th in the morning we departed, and towards 
evening arrived at Valowka, where we found certain 
exiles, whole occupation conhfted in making fait in the 
bay of Avatcha. 

On the 27th I accompanied the governor to vifit this 
famous bay. It is a noble bafon, into which I obfcrved 
that a large river and three others emptied themfelves, 
though the Rullians affirm the contrary. We afterwards 
proceeded to vifit a ftore-houfe lituated to the northward 
of the bay. 

On the 28 th our attendants joined us, and we paffed 
near the lake of Natafehova, and arrived at Katchoun, 
where the governor received very confiderable prefents. 

Here 
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Here we were joined by the hettman and the chancellor, 
whofe company ferved to enliven our converfation. 

On the 29th we pafled near another lake named Kimak, 
and proceeded to Alzime# On the 30th we left Alzime, 
and arrived at Tahallka, where the governor determined 
to reft. The tajon, who was one of the moft conftderable 
in the province, did not fail to regale us with rein deers 
flefti, the fruit of larac, * and Jukola, which is a kind of 
fifti dried. 

On the 2d of February we proceeded to Kronotowa, 
where I was defirous of feeing the head land of Kronock, 
which lay to the eaftward of us, while the lake of Kronock 
lay to the weft ^ but the governor oppofed my deftgn, 
by alluring me that the road was not cleared, and I 
might probably be buried in the Ihow. On the 3d >wc 
proceeded to Katham, from which place I fent to Nifney 
Conratiew, to advife my companions of our arrival, and 
to dire<ft them to bring a prefent of their fineft furs for 
the governor, the chancellor, and the hettman. On the 
4th we arrived through a very bad road, over moun- 
tains and precipices, to Chovalova, where we found 
Mr. Norin, commanding officer at Nifney, together with 
the principal merchants, waiting for us ; who informed 
the governor that conftderable prefents were prepared for 
his arrival in town. 

On the 5 th, after having pafted the river Kamerath, a 
part of the exiles prefented themfelves before the governor, 
to whom they announced their intention of making prefents, 
and afterwards joined our fuite. On the lame day, about 
fix in the evening, we arrived at the town or village ol: 
Verchney, where the governor alighted at the habita- 
tion 

* This word is obfewe in the manufcriiTt. 
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tion of the protopop, and I lodged with him; but the 
others fixed their lodging with the town’s people. On 
the 6th I received orders to forward all the prefents to 
Bolfha, and, from a moderate eftimation, I found that 
the governor’s journey to Nifney had been worth near 
feven thoufand roubles to him. 

We remained in this town till the 1 3th ; and as the 
ieverity of the cold did not allow me to make any 
excurfions, I employed my time in drawing up a defetip- 
tion of Kamchatka, in order to promote the defigns of 
the governor. My work was interrupted only by the 
game of chefs, which was eagerly ftudied by every one 
who was defirous of diftinguifhing himlelf fiom the 
common rank of people. My winnings at this game 
amounted to near thirteen thoufand roubles, in furs and 
ready money, which the chancellor and the hettix^ 
lhared with me. 

On the 13th we reached the village of Kamenin, 
where all my projects would have been overthrown, if a 
lucky accident had not averted this moft imminent 
danger. On the 14th, in the morning, I came out to 
diredl Mr. Kuzneczow to fend an exprefs to our affociates 
at Bolfha, to advife them of our return. As foon as I 
came out I was accofted by a native, who reqiiefled to 
be introduced to the governor, as he faid he had a letter 
for him from an exile who had been taken ill, and was 
by that means prevented from waiting on the governor 
himfelf. I ordered this man to follow me, and went 
with him to Kuzneczow, where, after opening the letter, 
I faw it contained an account of the fecrets of our union, 
from one of the affociates named Levantiew. This man 
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came from Nifney to joini the governor, and make his 
report in perfon; but, happily for our caufe, a violent 
cholic feized him in the middle of his journey, and forced 
him to adopt the expedient of fending a letter to the 
governor. Upon this information I ordered Kuznec- 
zow to depart immediately with Ivan Kudrin, and dif- 
patch the traitor. I then rejoined the governor, with 
whom I breakfafted, after which we proceeded on our 
journey. 

We arrived at Kolitova, where I requeftedthe governor 
to remain, on pretence of vifiting the volcano of Krafnaia. 
He confented, and on the 1 5 th we proceeded to view 
this famous volcano. I approached within five toifes of its 
mouth, where a fudden exhalation of fulphureous fume 
furprized me, and caufed me to fall backwards among the 
hot allies, which burnt my face. But, fortunately for me, 
th^re were feveral natives of Kamchatka near at hand, who 
were provided with iron hooks, with which they dragged 
me out, and, after having rubbed the burned parts with 
whale oil, they recondu<^ed me to Kolitova, where I 
found Mr. Kuzneczow returned from his expedition. 
He reported, that Levontiew had declared his refolution to 
his coufin at Nifney, who, not being able to difluade him 
from it, had poifoned him in a glafs of brandy, which they 
drank together j and that, on the arrival of Kuzneczow, 
this unhappy wretch was at the point of death. He 
confeffed his intention to Kuzneczow, and entreated, as 
a favour, that he would put him out of his mifery, at the 
fame time that he declared the fociety had nothing more 
to fear, fince his letter was intercepted j becaufe he had 
difcovered his intention to no one but his coufin, who, 
VoL. I. X faithful 
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faithful to his engagement, had poifqned him. Thisi 
account gave me great fatisfaftion, and induced me to 
prefs the governor to return ; but, as he was determined 
£rft to viiit Tigilb, nothing could be done but follow 
him. 

On the 1 6th we arrived at Napana, where I met a fo- 
reign exile whofe acquaintance I immediately requefted^ 
and was not a little furprized to behold a man of the age 
of ninety-two years in perfeft health. He told me his 
name was Ehrenfchild, a Swedifh colonel, who had been 
exiled forty-nine years before into Siberia, and had dweft 
at Kamchatka for twenty-two years. I propofed to him 
to join us at Bolfha, to which he confented, and for 
which purpofe I obtained the governor’s permiflion, but 
this unfortunate perfon died a Ihort time after. 

On the 17th we arrived at Chippin, where we found 
the jourts forfaken. On the i8th we arrived at Volofka, 
which was likewife deferted, and on the 19th we at laft 
arrived at Tigilb, a town and fort, which I fljall hereafter 
defcribe. At this place the governor remained three days,, 
and received confiderable prefents. On the 2 2d we pro- 
ceeded from thence to Galiny. On the 23d we arrived 
at Belozolova, and on the 24th at Sigican. On the 2 5th 
we reached Takout, from whence the governor fent the 
chancellor and the hettman the next day to Verchney 
Oftrogg to infpe<ft the military, while he himfelf, with 
his attendants, continued his journey towards Bolfha. 

On the 27 th we arrived at Ivanka, and laftly, on the 
28th, at Bolfheretzkoy Oftrogg, where I was received 
by my friends with that cordiality which can only be 
found in a fociety united by indiflbluble intercfts. The 
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i^tigue of my journey did not allow me to proceed in 
copying out the work I had written for the governor, 
which, for that reafon, was not prefented till fome days 
after ; and as it may convey fome information refpedting 
this remote part of the world, I fliall infert it in this 
place. 


CHAP. XV. 

an abridgement of the history and description of 

KAMCHATKA. 

T he peninfula of Kamchatka forms the north-eaft 
extremity of Alia, extending from the 62d to the 
51ft degree of north latitude. The wel^ern coaft of 
Kamchatka is very finuous, forming many harbours, and is 
interfered by many rivers, among which Bollha is the 
largeft. Veffels from Ophoezk enter this river, which, 
however, they cannot do with fafety but at the time of 
fpring tides, which rife between nine and eleven feet. It 
is difficult to go up this river on account of it’s rapid 
ftream and the great number of illands it contains. 

Kamchatka, by offering an afylum for our navigators 
during winter, engages them in the purfuit of difeoveries . 
At the prefent time it is merely a place of rendezvous, 
and ftorehoufe for the exchange of rich furs, brought by 
the hunters from the Kurelles and Aleuthes illands ; but 
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m cafe the fovereign ifliould ithink proper to; eftablilh 
colonies in thofe iflands, and' cultivate m-trad^ with 
China, Japan, Korea, and Idzo, Kamchatka would be- 
come a fouitce of great riches and profperity to the Ruf- 

iian empire. - ; ■ r r . . , . 

This peninfula may likewile ferve to eftabliih a com- 
munication between the two continents of Alia and 
America. The only commodious port on the eaftern 
coaft is the bay of Avatcha, named Racova. The go- 
vernor of Kamchatka has built a regular fortrefs, capable 
of defending its entrance. 

The inhabitants of the torrid zone are indebted to 
the fun for the art of producing fire, but the northern 
nations owe this to volcanos. I apprehend thefe phasno- 
mena to be an effed: of the central heat of the earth, 
which burfts forth, and that the fca may contribute to 
the phsenomcna by a fermentation, engendered by the faline 
parts of the waters, filtrated through the earth. With- 
out entering into conjedures refpeding the origin of 
volcanos, 1 muft take notice that there are more than 
twenty in , the peninfula of Kamchatka ; of thefe, the 
three moft celebrated are at Avatcha, Tolbatfchz, and the 
third near the river of Kameralteria. The fame princi- 
ples which have given rife to volcanos have produced 
a great number of hot fprings, which have been found 
to polfefs the efficacy of mineral waters. The water 
which flows from thefe fprings is covered with a black 
fcum, fome of which I coileded, and found it perfedly 
adapted for ufe as India or China ink. 

With regard to the fertility of the foil of Kamchatka, 
after having made many remarks and obfervations, 1 cannot 
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avoid contradiAing the diiFerent accounts which have 
been delivered at the chanceiy. All the attempts which 
have been made to produce grain have been unfiic- 
cefsful, except on ground prepared by manure. Though 
fome wood is naturally produced, fufficient for the con- 
ftrudiion of huts, there ia none proper to be ufed in 
the building of (hipping. In this refpe(5l: I can contradict 
Mr. Steiler, who likewifc reports, that this country 
abounds in herbage, and that the cattle are of a prodigious 
fize. If there had been any cattle at Kamchatka in his 
time their number ought to have increafed till the year 
1 77 1 , in which I made the tour of the place ; and through- 
out the whole of Kamchatka I found only five cows and 
two bulls, which were fed with the bark of birch nine 
months in the year, for there is no verdure except be- 
tween the months of July and September. 

Neither is the climate and the air of Kamchatka fo 
mild as many writers pretend. A continual mift, which 
covers the whole country, produces fcorbutic diforders 
and other illneffes, which check population. The cold 
is fo extreme that feveral (bldiers were found, during 
the late winters, frozen on their (lands. The long 
duration of the fnow Tikewife occafions blindnefs, info- 
much that the natives of the country feldom exceed forty 
years of age before they become blind. 

Kamchatka produces metals. Near Avatfet I found 
iron ores, and near Girova the ore of copperv The 
mountains afford rock chryffal, fome fpecimens of which 
are green and reddilh ; the natives of the country ufe it 
to make heads for their javelins. The only kind of trees 
which grow in Kamchatka are a fpecies of baffard fir, 

cedars. 
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cedars, willows, and birch ; the cedar afiprds a grain 
which the natives are very fond of : the bark of the willows 
and the birch ferves them inftead of bread. The only 
ufeful plant in this country is the farana, which flowers, 
and affords fruit in the month of Auguft. The natives 
of Kamchatka make a large provifion of this fubftance, 
which, together with cavear, forms a certain pafte, which 
they til ink delicious, but upon which I think I never 
could fupport life. Befldes the farana, government has 
caufed another plant to be colledted, under the name of 
Vinovaya, from which a kind of brandy is diftilled, which 
produces a moderate revenue, but is hurtful in its ufe, 
as nothing can equal the poifon of this plant. The go- 
vernor would ad very prudently by prohibiting this dif- 
tillation, and importing a larger quantity of brandy from 
Europe, 

Kamchatka makes no great figure with refped to ani- 
mals. The firfl rank belongs to the dog, which ferves 
inftead of draught horfes, and, after it’s death, affords a 
Ikin for the clothing of man. The dogs of Kamchatka 
arc large, but adive and laborious ; they are fed with 
opana, which is a compofition of ftale fifh and the bark 
of the birch, but they are moft commonly obliged to feek 
tlieir own food, which they find in the rivers produced by 
the hot fprings, where they find fifh. 

The fox comes next’after the dog ; its fkin is gloffy, and 
there i« no fur in Siberia which can be put in competi- 
tion with the fox’s fkin of Kamchatka, 

The ram of Kamchatka is excellent food ; its fkin is 
highly valued, and its horns are likewife an article of 

commerce j 
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commerce ; but of late years the number of this fpecies 
has greatly diminiihed. 

The fable is very common in Kamchatka, and the 
natives continually hunt this animal, as do likewife the 
hunters. The number of fables brought to market laft 
year from Kamchatka amounted to fix thoufand eight 
hundred. 

The fur of the marmotte is very warm and light. 

Bears are very numerous in Kamchatka ; their difpo- 
fition is gentle, and they do no mifchief, except in their 
own defence. The hunters are obliged to hunt the 
bear for fubfiftence, but it often happens that they get 
torn, though the bear very feldom kills a man. It feems 
as if this animal fpared the life of the creature it no 
longer fears : they have never been known to hurt 
women. Thefc creatures are fat during the fummcr and 
lean in winter. 

Amphibious Animals. 

The manate refembles a cow in the form of its head.. 
The females have two nipples, and hold their young 
againfl their bofoms. The French have named this animal 
lamenti, from its cry. It has a black rough fkin, as thick 
as the bark of an oak, and capable of reilfting the 
ftroke of an hatchet. The teeth of the manate are pre- 
ferred to ivory. Kamchatka affords annually of thefe 
between two hundred and fifty and three hundred.. Tlie 
flefh of the manate refembles beef when full grown, and 
veal when young. 

Kamchatka likewife affords beavers. The fur of this^ 
creature is as foft as down ; its teeth are fmall and fharp, 

but 
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but its tail fliort, flat and broad, terminating in a point. 
Beavers are catched here with the line, and fometimes 
they are {hot under the ice. 

The fea-lion is of the fize of an ox ; its cry is dread- 
ful ; but, happily for navigators, it is one of the figns of 
the vicinity of land during the fogs, which are fo common 
here. The fea-lion is a timid animal ; it is ftruck with 
the harpoon, or fliot with the mu fleet, or bow and 
arrow. 

The fea-calf is found in great abundance near all the 
iflands and headlands of Kamchatka ; it never goes far 
from fhore, but enters the mouths of rivers to devour 
flfli. The flein of the fea-calf is ufed to make bufleins. 
The inhabitants of Kamchatka take this animal with 
the line. 

Kamchatka affords a large quantity of different kinds 
of fifli, from the whale to the fmalleft fpecies, but the 
birds of this country are few ; and as I know of nothing 
new with refped to either, I fliall here conclude this 
article. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE NATIVES OF KAMCHATKA, THEIR ORIGIN, 
FOOD, HABITATIONS, RELIGION, ETC. THE NARRATIVE OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXILES RESUMED. PREPARATIONS FOR WAR. 
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY OF EXILES ALTERED. 
CONSEOyENCE THENCE ARISING. 

T he original people of Kamchatka call themfelves 
Itelmen, which word denotes inhabitants of the 
country. If we were to attempt to difcufs their origin 
from the conftnnStion of their language, we ftiould declare 
them to be defcendants of the Mongal tartars : their figure 
refembles that people; their hair is black, their beard is 
thin, and their face broad and flat. This nation poflefles 
no tradition refpeding its origin : it was numerous at the 
arrival of the firft Coffacks, but has fince greatly dimi- 
niihed. 

The natives of Kamchatka have no other fubfiftence 
than fifh, roots, bear’s flefh, and the bark of trees, with 
water to drink, and fomctimes brandy, for which they 
pay very dear to the merchants. 

Though this people is at prefent cloathed, for which 
advantage they are indebted to the Eurojieans, it has coft 
them dear, when placed in the balance againft the bar- 
barous and tyrannical treatment they have experienced 
from their new mafters. Their women are exceedingly 
difpoled to luxury, to fuch a degree, that they do not 
perform the offices of the kitchen without their gloves 
oni; and they would not, on any account, fuft'er them- 
VoL. I. Y felve* 
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felves to be feen by a ftranger without their gloves and 
rouge, which they fmear in large quantities upon their 
hideous countenances. Thefe people dwell in two kinds 
of houfes ; their winter habitation is called yourth, and 
that of the fummer balagan. 

The whole religion of the natives of Kamchatka confifts 
in the belief that their God, having formerly dwelled in 
Kamchatka, fixed his habitation upon the banks of each 
river feveral years, and peopled thofe places with his 
children, to whom before his difappearance to eftablifh 
himfelf elfewhere, he gave the circumambient country for 
an inheritance. For this reafon they never quit a do- 
main fo ancient and unalienable. 

The fenfations of this people are merely corporeal. 
Happinefs, in their opinion, confifts in idlenefs, and the 
gratification of the natural appetites. It is impoflible to 
perfuade them that any mode of life can be more hajppy 
or more agreable than theirs, and they always confider 
the manner of living in Rulfia as worthy of their utmoft 
contempt and difdain. 

The inhabitants of Kamchatka have a, peculiar cuftom 
in contrading marriages ; but as this ufage is deferibed in 
the memoir of Spamberg, I ftiall not repeat in thisit 
place. Every intimacy between the fexes is allowed of, 
and, according to the principles of the Kamchatka na^ 
tion, a plurality of wives is allowed but the Ruflian 
government forbids poligamy, in which refpedt perhaps 
it tends to depopulate this country. 

It is difficult to conceive what reafons could lead j(b 
wretched a people, who have nothing either to lofe or to 
gain, to enter into war. But it is very certain that they 

are 
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are ftfongly addided to revenge. The objed; of their 
wars can be only that of making prifoners, to em- 
ploy the men in work, and fubjed the women to their 
pleafures. There is no doubt, however, but that the 
Coflacks on their arrival excited troubles and differences 
among them, in order to profit by their inteftine wars. 
The conqueft of this nation has been a very difficult talk 
to the Coffacks, for, though feeble in its wretchednefs, it 
has fhewn itfelf terrible in its defence. They have availed 
themfelves of ftratagem and treachery when force was un- 
fuccefsful ; and if it be true that this nation is bafe, yet the 
fear of death prevails fo little among them, that filicide is 
very common. There are inftances of thefe people being 
befieged by the Coffacks in a place of retreat, and, when 
deftitute of all hope of efcape, they have firft cut the 
throats of their wives and children, and afterwards killed 
themfelves. The ufe of muchomor is convenient for this 
purpofe, as a dofe of it caufes them to die by a profound 
fleep, which deprives them of all fenfation. The much- 
omor is a kind of champignon, very common in this 
country ; the infufion of which caufes drunkennefs and 
hilarity, but, if ufed to excefs, produces ftrong convul- 
fions, which terminate in death. 

After I had prefented my abridgment of the hiftory of 
Kamchatka to the governor, who found it a mafter-piece 
in his opinion, excepting that the expreffions were not 
fufficiently free from a foreign manner, I applied all my 
attention to contrive fuch meafures and precautions as 
might infure the iiiccefs of my plan. I'he two inftances 
of treachery 1 had experienced made me very iincafy ; 
and as I had to do with people who were governed by 
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the pfejndice of religioa, I coulcl not take too much 
caution to fecure myfelf. In coniequeiice of this, I con- 
vened all my aflbeiates on the ift of March, about fix in 
the evening. I opened the committee by giving an ac- 
count of my voyage and the death of Levontiew, after 
which I declared that it appeared neceffary, in my opi- 
nion> that we fhould fummon all thofe who were abfent, 
in order that we might be ready to defend ourfelves, or 
to make an attack in cafe of neceflity. 

Mr. Meder informed the committee that he had pre- 
pared one hundred cartouch boxes, each containing forty- 
eight full cartridges, and fixty other charges fattened to 
each ; and that Mr. Cruttiew had colleded, or caufed to 
be made, fixty knives, which might be ufed to advantage 
inftead of eutlafles, as each of them was eighteen inches 
long and three broad : that fixteen pair of pittols and 
thirty-fix hatchets had been purchafed j and that Mr. Pa- 
now had caufed one hundred pikes to be made. 

The number of our company amounted to fifty-nine 
perlbns, every one of whom appeared fully determined to 
fiipport each other. I therefore aflured my companions 
that when we had united our forces we fhould be able 
to refitt every open attack, provided we were all together. 
For this reafon I ordered Mr. Panow to fend an immedi- 
ate exprefs to thole that were abfent. The approach of 
fpring permitted our coming together without exciting 
any fufpicion ; becaufe the governor and all the inhabi- 
tants of Kamchatka were perfuaded that our attention 
was taken up in preparations for our ettablilhment on the 
extremity of the peninfiila. 

lit 
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In order to give more ftrength to this general optniohj 
I propofed to the Ibcicty that we ihotild draw Up a me-* 
moriai, and prefcnt it to the governor, in which we 
/houid pra)r him to grant us a diip to tranfport all out 
provihons and efFeds. 

The meeting was on the point of breaking up, when 
Mr. Panow made a motion. He began by obferving that 
the indiferetion of one fingle perfon would be fufficient 
to dellroy all our hopes ; for which reaibn he held it to 
be of the laft neceility to refolve in this committee that 
the affociation Ihould give up all authority into my hands, 
in order that, after having given fo many proofs of my 
at,tachraent to their interefts, I might in future be dif- 
penfed from communicating my intentions refpedling the 
meafures I propofed to take, and the means which I in- 
tended to employ in carrying my plan into execution. 
He therefore propofed that the whole fociety fhould agree 
to fubmit implicitly to my orders, and to ratify this hib- 
miilion by an oath. He obferved, that when the Ibciety 
had thus granted me the fupreme authority, it would 
depend upon myfelf to nominate my council and the 
chiefs who might be propofed to the parties I Ihould 
hereafter form. 

Mr. Stephanow opp^gfed this motion ; but it was agreed 
to by the fociety, fo that Mr. Stephanow remained alone. 
In order to diflipate his confufion, I declared that I 
would nominate him a member of my council, becaufe, 
as he was the only one who miftrufted my intentions, he 
might fuperintend my adlions. The meeting, however, 
oppofed his nomination, at the inftance of Mr. Panow,. 
who declared that Stephanow had rendered himfelf in- 
capable 
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capable of any confidence on our part, and that it was 
merely with a view of excluding him from our fecrets 
that he had made his propofition. For he could not, 
as he obferved, conceal that he was in pofleffion of in- 
dications of treachery meditated on the part of Mr. Ste- 
phanow, though he had never chofen to fearch to the 
bottom of his intrigues, becaufe he was defirous of {paring 
the life and honour of his relation. But he threatened, 
that if Mr. Stephanow did not conlent to receive and fub- 
mit to the future orders, till the day of our departure, 
he fhould hold himfelf obliged to employ every means in 
his power to come at the knowledge of his proceedings, 
and to cxpofe him to the company. 

I was extremely aftonilhed to hear Mr. Panow exprefs 
himfelf in this manner, in the prefence of Mr. Stephanow, 
who did not anfwer a fingle word. The company, equally 
furprized, requefted me to force Mr. Panow to declare 
what he knew ; bjjt I refufed, by obferving, that I 
refpedted the fentifnents of Mr. Panow, and placed the 
moft unbounded confidence in his declaration. Neverthe- 
lefs I alked Mr. Stephanow, whether he would receive and 
obey the orders ; to which he anfwered in the affirmative, 
at the fame time that he loaded me with invectives, and 
declared that I was indebted to Mr. Panow for the prefer- 
vation of my life. He called his relation to witnefs, that he 
had no wiffi to betray the interefts of the fociety, and that 
his vengeance had no other objeCl in view than myfelf 
perfonally ; a lofs which, he faid, was of little confequence, 
as he was well affined that many of the company were 
more capable of executing the appointment of chief 
than myfelf. He even took upon him to declare, that 

- I had 
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I liad abufed my authority in putting Levontiew to death, 
in which affair his coufin had been deceived ; though the 
truth was, that I was defirous of ufurping his fortune 
after his death. This confident affertion excited the in- 
dignation of Mr. Kuzneczow, who prefented the letter 
of the deceafed to the fociety. The hand- writing was 
immediately known, and the contents juftified my refo- 
lution. This eircumftance, however, produced no change 
in the ideas of Stephanow, who demanded the judgment 
of God between him and myfelf. This judgment is 
founded on a cuftom of the Coffacks, which eftablifhes 
that the two opponents fhall fight a duel, in prefence of 
witneffes, and the perfon overcome is efteemed guilty. 

His ridiculous appeal produced a divifion in the meet- 
ing. The moft rational part were of opinion that it was 
neceffary to interpofe their authority, and condemn 
Stephanow ; but the reft hefitated. Upon this divi- 
fion I thought it proper to anfwer for myfelf, being 
affured that it was of the greateft confequence that I 
fhould give proofs of relblution. I therefore replied 
that I accepted his challenge, and appointed ten o’clock 
the following day to give him fatisfadion, at the diftance 
of two leagues from our habitation. 

The affociates agreed to accompany us, under pretence 
of hunting. This incident occafioned the final termina- 
tion of Mr. Panow’s propofition to be retarded. He 
thought proper, neverthelefs, to keep Mr. Stephanow in 
fight, and to endeavour to pacify him ; but finding it 
impolfible to produce any alteration in his difpofition, 
as he himfelf told me, he abandoned him W his unhappy 
fate. 
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On the 2 d in the morning I ordered itty ile^e to 
harnefTed, and departed withMeffrs. Cruftiew and Ku2nec- 
zow for the rendezvous. Mr. Panow attended his relation, 
and at nine o’clock the whole company were met, and de- 
termined that the quarrel fliould be decided with the broad 
fword. As foon as we had received our arms he advanced 
towards me with unexampled temerity. I parried the 
firft ftroke he made, by engaging his fword, which broke 
in two ; at which inftant I ftepped back to let him fee 
that I was not difpofed to take advantage of his being 
difarmed. The wretch then drew out a piftol, and fired it 
at me, without any other efFed except that the ball grazed 
my left arm. His treachery irritated me to fuch a degree 
that I advanced towards him, though I faw a fecond 
piftol in his hand, which, however, mifled fire. I then 
feized him and threw him on the ground. The aflbciates 
immediately came up, and urged me to put him to 
death. This, however, I refufed. I put him into their 
hands, requefting that they would fpare the life of this 
wretched perfon ; but my requeft did not prevent their 
infulting and ill treating him on all fides. 

Mr. Panow took charge of him, and we returned to 
our habitations, where I appointed a meeting of the 
committee at fix in the evening; and in the mean time I 
vifited the governor, with whom I dined. Our difcourfe 
ran upon the proje<fts of Mr. Hettman. I omitted nothing 
to confirm the governor in the hope of poffefling the 
government of Ochoczk. After dinner Madame Nilow 
called me afide, and informed me that her daughter 
prefled her refpe<fting the conclufion of our marriage, 
and confequently that it depended on me to perfuade her 

to 
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to wait the moment fixed for our union ; but that if I 
confented flie would undertake to difpofe her hulband to 
agree to the celebration of our union. 

Being thus obliged to gain time, I had no other means 
of excufe than to urge my intention of firll making an 
excurfion to fix my new colony, and to build a houfc, 
and arrange my houfehold affairs, that her daughter 
might not be expofed to the rigour of the feafon, with- 
out every neceffary convenience. After a long conver 
fatioh this good mother adopted my reafons, and pleaded 
my caufe with her daughter, to whom fhe introduced 
me j but as flie foon after left us, the whole charge fell 
upon me, and it was with difficulty that I prevailed on 
this amiable young lady to confent to the delay. 


CHAP. XVII. 

VARIOUS PROCEEDINGS IN THE ASSOCIATION POR PROJECTING THE 
ESCAPE OF ThE EXILES FROM SLAVERY. 

AT fix in the evening, I repaired to our meeting, 
where Mr. Criiftiew prelided in my abfence. Fie 
addrefled me in the name of the whole company, which 
granted me the entire authority and rnofl abfolute com- 
mand over the fociety. I accepted their fubmiffion, 
which was confirmed by mutual oath. After this ce- 
remony, I required Mr. Panow to declare the motives 
which had determined Mr. Stephanow to attempt my 
VoL. I. Z life; 
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life; he at firft begged me not to prefs him in this re- 
Iped:, as he obferved that he had given his word and oath 
to the unfortunate Stephanow, though he would not con- 
ceal that, in a long converfation with him hnce his laft 
accident, he had obtained his permiffion to difcover the 
caufes that had produced his enmity towards me. 

My friends all declared unanimoully that it was ne- 
ceffary the wretch fhould himfelf appear, whereupon 
Kuzneczow immediately went out to fetch him. This 
unhappy man appeared before us, not only without the 
leaft confuHon, but with a degree of audacity by which 
he appeared to dare me. I made a fign to Mr. Gruftiew, 
who queftioned him concerning the difpofition of his 
mind, and the caufes which had produced his extreme 
malice againft me. His anfwer was to the following 
effea. 

“ Ever hnce I firft knew your chief, I found it im- 
“ pofiible to forgive that fuperiority which he has afliimed 
“ over us all. Myjealoufy was often outrageous, but the 
“ confidence he repofed in me ufually reftored my reccl- 
“ kaion, and I have often applauded my own refolution 
“ in overcoming my natural difpofition, which led me to 
“ offend. I had even perfuaded myfelf that I poffeffed 
“ the moft unfliaken attachment to him, when I was 
“ furprized by jealoufy. I beheld the lovely daughter 
“ of the governor, I became enamoured of her, and the 
“ certain knowledge of her approaching marriage with 
“ your chief, caufed me to fwear his deftruaion. You 
“ know the reft, gentlemen, and I here proteft, that 
“ though his generofity has preferved my life, it has 
“ made no change in my intentions. If, therefore, it be 

“ of 
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of any confequence to you to preferve his life, do not 

fparemine.” 

Several members of the fociety reprefented his folly 
and bafenefs to him, but his anfwers only {hewed that his 
njind was in a ftate of defperation. His fituation, never- 
thelefs, affedcd me, and I addrelTed myfclf to him in a 
mild and friendly manner, affuring him that I har- 
boured no refentment againft him, though he had juft 
reafons to blame himfelf for the little confidence he 
repofed in me, before he made a determination to engage 
in fo bafe an attempt againft my fafety. I acquainted 
him that it was very true I had an efteem for the gover- 
nor’s daughter, and had reafons to think myfelf the objeift 
of her affection ; but that I did not intend to marry her, 
and confequently his defpair was premature. I then 
called the whole company to witnefs the truth of my 
^crtions ; whereupon the unhappy Stephanow fell at 
my feet, begged a thoufand pardons, and entreated me to 
forget all that had pafl'ed. I promifed the moft abfolute 
compliance with this requeft, on condition that he would 
inviolably fubmit to the orders of the fociety ; and with a 
view to make fure of him, I nominated three aflbciates to 
attend him and watch his motions. After I had thus 
received the fatisfaftion of recalling this man to his fenfes, 
I adjourned the committee till nine o’clock. 

On the 3d, Mr. Panow waited upon me in the morn- 
ing, to thank me for the goodnefs I had fhewn to his un- 
happy friend, at the fame time that, in his name, he 
requefted permiffion to fee me. I confented, the more 
willingly, as I could depend upon the reditude of Mr. 
Panow. Stephanow arrived about ten o’clock, and en- 

Z 2 treated 
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treated me to confirm the pisomi^ tfiat i <^d not intsencf 
to marry the governor’s daughter, which I didb with, the 
iitmoft earneftnefs ; upon which he beggedy that at the 
inftant of my departuceT would permit him» t3o c^y her 
off. Companion for the man’s unhappy fituationv. 
well as the necefiity of faving mylelf from the exioefs;c^ 
his defpair, induced me to promife, after advifing him. t»i 
be patient, that I would ufe every means t» fatisfy hia. 
wifties, as far as their accomplifhment might agree with 
the inclinations of the young lady. This promife con- 
tented the poor man, who then returned to his confine- 
ment. Mr. Panow, after his departure, embraced me 
cordially, with many thanks for the pains I took to re- 
ftore the peace of mind of his relation. The reft of the 
day was employed in compofing the order of fervice for 
my companions^ that every one might perform his talk 
with propriety. In the evening the hettman came with- 
feveral merchants to lofe feme games at chefs, which hap- 
pened to his wifli, and produced no fmall profit ; for his 
winnings did not amount to .lefs than two thoufandi five 
hundred roubles that night. 

On the 4th, I received a letter from Nifney Oftrogg, 
from one of the aflbeiates, named Loginow, who ad- 
vifed that three exiles from Verchney Oftrogg had rc- 
folved to wait upon me, in order to be admitted into our 
fociety, though he was aflured that their defign was to 
regain their liberty by betraying me. He expreffed his 
fufpicions that thefe three exiles had been informed of 
our defign by the late Levontiew, and concluded his let- 
ter by informing me that himfelf and Sibaew had re- 
folved to return very foon, with all the other aflociates. 

On. 
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On* lAie convened a meeting to draw up a pe- 

tition t?o) tke govecncM*,^ rcqnefting a Veflel fer the carriage 
of ©u® utseniilfe and effe< 9 :s' tO' Lopattka, in order that we 
might formi our eftabliihment. Aftet this bufinefs was 
difpatched,. I infomaed* them of the appi^oaching arrival of 
our ccmipamons fi»m*Nifney Oftrogg, and the projed of 
the three exiles of Verchney. With regard to the laft 
a-ffaiit, we refolvedi that we would confefs to them that it 
was very true we had formed a deiign to efcape from the 
tyranny under which we had fuifered, but that iince the 
governor had extended his protedion to us, we had de- 
termined to form a new colony at Lopattka, and confe- 
quently we fliould propofe to them to affociate in our 
undertaking. I* requefted all the members of our fociety 
to converfe with them agreeable to this arrangement. 

Towards evening, a certain merchant, named Krafitni- 
fcoW',, arrived, and propofed to me to enter into a contrad 
with him for the foie furnilhing of our colony with fupplies ; 
on which account he promifed to give credit for twelve 
thoufand roubles. I replied, that this affair being a 
common concern to all the individuals who compofed this 
hew colony, I could not, for that reafon, make any fti- 
pulation with him until I had firft received their in- 
ilfudionsj though I did not doubt their confent, on ac- 
count of the great advantages the fociety would derive 
from fuch a credit. This poor merchant already de- 
voured in imagination the great advantages which fuch 
an excluhon muft produce. In hopes, therefoie, of 
purchafing my good will, he drew a purfe of two hundred 
roubles out of his pocket, which he prefled me to accept, 
and which I did not think proper to refufe, as it ferved 
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the better to cover my intentions and fpnfirm the pnb- 
lic in the perfuafion that a new colony was really about 
to be formed. With this view I likewife be^ed him to 
procure me fome good carpenters and blackfmiths. 

On the 6th, I was invited to fpend the day with the 
hettman, who put a confiifed mafs of papers into my^ 
hands, containing his projects relative to the Aleuthes 
iflands ; from which he begged me to compofe a me- 
morial to be prefented to her Imperial Majefty. The 
head of this man was filled with fuch a numerous ar- 
rangement of chimerical proje(fts, that it was with the 
utmoft difficulty I could difluade him from the grofleft 
abfurdities in the foundation of his fyftem ; and perhaps 
I fbould not have fuccceded, if the chancellor, who ar- 
rived during our conference, had not fupported my 
reafoning. 

In the evening the governor’s family arrived, who, at 
my requeft, invited fome of my companions, among 
whom was Mr. Stephanow. I had before found an op- 
portunity to perfuade Mifs Aphanafia to diffemble. her 
fcntiments towards him, which ffie promifed to do, and I 
could depend on her promife. In this manner we 
palTed the evening very agreeably, and I had fufficient 
leifure to make my refledlions on the weaknefs of the 
human mind, when I faw that the fame Stephanow, who, 
a ffiort time before had ufed fevery effort for my deftruc- 
tion, was now continually loading me with the titles of 
his guardian angel and benefador. 

Upon our departure I accompanied the governor’s lady 
home, at her own requeft, where I learned the difcourfe 
which had pafted between Mr, Stephanow and Mifs 

Aphanafia, 
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Aphanafia. The amount was that Stephanow had de- 
clared his love in due form, and entreated her to accept 
him for her hulhand. To this the lady anfwered, that 
as flie had not yet had a fufficient opportunity to become 
acquainted with him, fhe could not accede to his pro- 
pofal; but that Ihe hoped time would tend to advance 
his expedations. She affured him that fhe had no 
averfion to his countenance, but that the accomplilQiment 
of his hopes would, it was to be feared, find great ob- 
ftacles on the part of her parents, who expeded a fortune 
to fecure her future welfare; and, as Mr. Stephanow, being 
an exile, could have no pofleflions, the adjuftment of that 
bufinefs would doubtlefs be very difficult. She further 
acquainted him that this greateft obftacle could only be 
removed by my protedion, for which purpofe /he recom- 
mended him to employ every means of cultivating my 
friendffiip. I thanked this amiable young lady for her 
goodnefs, while at the fame time I felt the fincereft re- 
gret to behold myfelf the inftrument of her future af- 
flidion, though her kindnefs and friendffiip baniffied, for 
the moment, thefe affliding thoughts from my mind. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

THE EXILES IN DANGER OF TREACHERY. THEY ENDEAVOUR TO 
PROCURE A VESSEL, BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS. THEIR MILITARY 
ARRANGEMENT. FINAL PROJECT. 

O N my return home Mr. Cruftiew informed me of 
the arrival of Meffrs. Ivalkin, Voladimir, and Puf- 
karew, the three exiles concerning whom I had received 
information from Verchney. On the 7 th in the morning 
I received a vifit from Mr. Stephanow, who fatigued me 
by his meannefs. At ten o’clock Mr. Ivalkin came to 
fee me, together with his two companions. Their firft 
converfation turned upon their fuiferings and their birth, 
which they iinifhed by compliments, and the obfervation 
that they had lived long enough in the world to be 
ready to fubmit to the commands of fo enlightened a 
chief as myfelf, at the fame time that they declared the 
intention for which they had come fo far; n^ely, to 
be* in readinefs to facridee their lives to promote my in- 
tereft. I thanked them for their compliment, but de- 
clared, that as I was equally wretched with themfelves, 
it was out of my power to ferve them in any other 
way than by mitigating, in fome meafure, the hardfhips 
of their fituation, for which purpofe, in cafe they chofe to 
aflbeiate with us to form our new colony, I would readily 
fhare with them the advantages which our labour and in- 
duftry might procure. This reply had a very ftriking 
effe<ff upon their countenances. Mr. Ivalkin replied that 
they had formed very different hopes, as they had heard 

from 
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from fome of their intimate friends that I had refolved 
to purfue a plan to fet the exiles at liberty ; the hope 
of co-operating in which had been the foie motive of their 
application to me. Upon this declaration I alTured them, 
that it was true that the unhappy ftate of llavery in which I 
found myfelf, as well as the fufferings of fuch a number 
of brave men, had led me, at firft, to the determination of 
running all rilks to procure our liberty, but that lince 
government had granted us fuch diftinguilhed marks of 
proteftion, and had given us the means of procuring an 
eafy and comfortable fituation, I had changed my refo- 
lution, and had perfuaded all my companions to re- 
linquifli theirs ; in confequence of which they had re- 
folved to aflift in my labours. I continued to difplay to 
them, at full length, the advantages that might be ex- 
pefted to refult from our enterprize ; and I gave fo 
flattering an account of the hopes I had conceived of it’s 
fuccels, that they were entirely convinced of it’s reality. 

Several of our companions entered foon after, and the 
converlation turned entirely upon the means I had adopted 
to render our eftablifhment fuccefsful. I took this op- 
portunity of aiking Mr. Ivafkin for his determination, 
who replied, that the thing required mature examina- 
tion, and could not be decided in an inftant ; but 
Meflirs. Puflearew and Voladimir declared that they would 
unite themfclvcs to us without referve, and at the fame 
time proceeded to lay, in the prefence of Mr. Ivalkin, 
that as for him, they were determined to have no further 
conne< 5 t;ion with one who had formed the villainous 
projcA of obtaining his pardon by betraying a number 
of brave men. They declared that they had undertaken 

VoL. I, A a th^ 
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the journey with him, expreflly with the intention of fhif- 
trating his defign, in cafe our views had been, to efeape 
from Kamchatka, and proceeded to relate the whole of 
Ivalkin’s projeft, who finding himfelf difeovered, began 
to intreat for pardon. I faid no more to him in 
reply, than that the idea alone of fo vile an undertaking 
convinced me that he could not efeape difgrace and 
punilhment, though, with refped to myfelf, as my con- 
dud: had been fuch as to fear no reproaches, I would 
confent to pardon him, on condition that he never again 
appeared in my fight. 

After his departure, as I did not think it prudent to ex- 
pofe myfelf to the enterprizes of fo bafe a wretch, I imme- 
diately waited on the chancellor, and acquainted him with 
Ivaikin’s attempt. This account enraged the chancel- 
lor to fuch a degree, that he immediately went to the 
governor, and obtained an order to difpatch Ivalkin to 
Verchney, with an injundion never to return again to 
Bolflia. Thus ended the attempt of this infidious wretch. 
My companions congratulated me on its happy iflue ; but 
I required them to difeover none of our views or intentions 
to our new aflbeiates, becaufe I was defirous firfl: of gaining 
a knowledge of their real intentions before we fhould com- 
municate any particulars of information to them. 

On the 8 th I convened the chiefs of our fociety, and 
went in a body with them to the chancery to prefent our 
petition, which the governor caufed to be read. The 
decifion of the council was, that, as government could 
not furnilh us with a veflel, we fliould be fupplied by 
baydars, which are large boats. In confequence of which 
refqlution, a fufficient nupiber.of thefe boats were ordered 

to 
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to be delivered: to us, which, by making fevcral trips 
along the Ihore, might render us fervices equally eflential 
with thofe of a larger velTel. To prevent delay the go- 
vernor ordered them to be immediately delivered, and at 
the fame time he caufed the conceffion of the land of 


Lopattka to be given into my hands, together with the 
^ermiilion to begin my operations as foon as I thought 
proper. 

This refolution, fo unfavourable to our interefts, de- 


ftroyed our hope of polTeffing a veffel in our own 
power. I therefore affembled a committee, in which, 
after conliderable difcuflion, it was determined, that we 


Ihould poftpone our departure, under various pretences, till 
we could feize a proper opportunity of gaining poffeffion 
of an armed veffel by main force, and by that means 
making our efcape. And, in order that the execution of 
this proje<Jf might not be left entirely to accidental events, 
we appointed the 1 2th for a fecret committee, the mem- 
bers of which were immediately nominated, and were 
as follow : Myfelf, Preiident ; Mr. Cruftiew, Mr. Kuz- 
neczow, Mr. Baturin, Mr. Panow, Mr. Gourcfinin, and 


Mr. Wynbladth. 

On the 1 2 th Sibaew and Loginow arrived from Nifney- 
Oftrogg with twelve other aflbciates. I dined this day 
with the governor, and after dinner Madame Nilow 
acquainted me that fhe defigned to cauie a complete 
houfe to be conftru<Sted in wood, that it might be carried 
to the fpot where I might eftablifli the principal place 
of my new colony. She affured me, that I need not 
give myfelf any uneafmefs concerning the arrangement 
of my houfehold affairs, as fhe was determined to take 
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tharge of the whole ; for fhc declared licir itttention 
that my marriage with her daughter fliould be celebrated 
in the month of May at fartheft. This delay rembvcd 
the apprehenlions I had began to entertain. I thanked 
her with all my heart for the care fhe had the^odnefs 
to take of my future eftablifhment, and palTed the reft 
of the day in the company of this worthy family. It 
was very late before I returned home, where I found 
a letter from Mr. Norin, commanding officer at Nifney, 
which was brought by Sibeaw.* This officer had for- 
warded to me a quantity of furs, in payment for the fum 
I had lent him. He felicitated me on my poffeffion of 
the favour of the governor, and my approaching mar- 
riage, and concluded his letter by requefting my pro- 
tedion. 

On the loth I conferred with the diflerent perfons 
appointed to form the committee of the 1 2th, and the 
reft of the day was employed in attending to our arms 
and ammunition. 

On the I ith the private meeting was held by adjourn- 
ment, to appoint the order of fervice, in cafe we Ihould 
be obliged to ad by main force. It was fettled as fol- 
lows in three divifions. 

The left wing, commanded by Mr. Wynbladth. 

Mr. Kuzneczow, 

Stephanow, 

Sibeaw, 

Bielfky, 

Lopcfow, 

With thirteen alibciates. 


The 
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The center, Myfeif, chief* 

Mr. Panow, 

Ruimin, 

Meder, 

Srebernicow, 

Loginon, 

Baturin, 

With fourteen affociates. 

The right wing, commanded by Mr. Cruftiew. 
Archidiacre Protopop, 

The Prince Zadzkoy, 

Brandorp, 

Novozilow, 

Lapkin, 

Volkow, 

With twelve aflbeiates. 

With re^rd to Meflrs. Pulkarew and Voladimir, as 
well as Ifmaelow and Bayarew, who had been before pro- 
pofed by Mr. Stephanow, we determined to communicate 
no part of our intentions to them ’till after the expedition. 
On the fame day it was determined, that all the arms 
ihould be carried into our hall of meeting, where they 
ihould be kept charged, and in order to conceal them 
from view, an alcove ihould be ere<aed for that purpoie. 

On the 1 2th, at eight in the morning, the committee 
met, wherein I propofed to confult refpeding an expe- 
dient to procure a fuitable veflel, in which we might effeA 
our efcape as foon as the port fliould be open by the 
thawing of the ice. Mr. Wybladth propofed to embrace 
the opportunity, when a vejfifel fliould be on the point of 

failing. 
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idling, as the captain ufually gives an entertainment the 
evening before, at which a part of our fociety might in- 
troduce themfelves with a quantity of poilbned liquors, 
which might be adminiftered before the clofe of the 
night, fo that about midnight it would be eafy to get 
poffelHon of the velTel ; after which, on a fignal being 
given, the whole aflbciation might go on board, and 
force the crew to fet fail without the leaft oppofition. 
His advice was reje<5ted. 

Mr. Gourcfinin was of opinion, that we might make our 
efcape with ®ur boats, in which we might pafs from one 
of the Kurelles illands to another, and thence to Japan, 
where we might meet with Dutch veflels, and gain a paf- 
fage to Europe. His advice was not approved of. The 
difficulty of navigating thefe boats in the open fea was 
attended with evident danger of feparation j belides 
which, in order to arrive at the eftablilhment of the 
Dutch at Nangafaky, it would be necellary to fail round 
Japan, which was impradicable . 

Mr Panow declared that he would not prefume to 
make any propofal on account of his ignorance in fea 
affairs, but referred intirely to me for information. 

Mr. Baturin propofed to give the governor an enter- 
tainment on the pretended occafion of our approaching 
departure to Lopattka, to which we might invite all the 
principals of the town ; and that in the middle of the 
night, we ffiould feize and keep them as hoftages until 
government confented to deliver a veffel to us. This 
propohtion was likewife rejeded, becaufe complicated in 
the execution; for as the garrifon amounted to two hun- 
dred and forty foldiers, a number greatly fiiperior to ours, 
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it would always be in their power to force us to fet the 
perfons at liberty, whom we might have feized ; befidea 
which, as there were near feven hundred Collacks in the 
town, it was not probable that fo confiderable a number 
of armed men would not intereft themfelves in a quarrel 
of this nature. Laftly, a difficulty equally infurmoun- 
table arofe from the officers of the marine in the port,, 
who might colled: their failors belonging to nine or eleven 
veffels then in the harbour, and render our efcape im- 
poffible. 

Meffrs. Kuzneczow and Cruftiew prefled for my 
opinion, which I ftated by rcprefenting to the commitee 
the inconveniencies annexed to the execution of the projeds 
before propofed. I convinced them that every attempt 
by main force would be impradicable, and therefore not 
to be made, unlefs called for by the prefling fituation of 
events. I avowed my readinefs to facrifice my life ; but, 
at the fame time, exprefled my opinion that our affairs 
were not fo defperate as that we fliould leave every thing 
to chance. I informed them that my wifli was to take 
advantage of the departure of the packet St. Peter and 
St. Paul, which would be ready on the 1 5th of May, 
and was manned by only twenty-two failors, with five or 
fix paffengers. It was .therefore my defire, that ten or 
twelve of our affociates fliould engage as failors on board 
this veffel, and that Mr. Kuzneczow, being a merchant, 
might agree with the captain for his paffagc, by which 
means it would be eafy to engage the captain by promifes 
and money to receive feveral bales of furs fecretly in the 
night, on pretence of evading the duties. This arrange-- 
ment would require the captain to fill out of the har- 
bour 
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bour in the evening, when it would be eafy for us to board 
the veffel by the affiftance of our boats, in which cafe we 
fhould find ourfolves mafters of the veffel without any ef- 
fufion of blood, as our number would exceed that of the 
crew four to one ; after which we might fend back 
the iailors and officers in our boats, and continue our 
voyage. 

The end of our debate was, that my propofition was 
unanimoufly approved, and the committee charged Mr. 
Kuzneczow to fele(3: twelve affociates, and procure them 
to be entered on board that veflel. In the evening the 
whole fociety aflembled, and received the agreeable news 
that the meafures for carrying our enterprize into execu- 
tion were abfolutely fettled, without endangering the life, 
or fafety of any one. This declaration fet every mind 
at eafe. After which I acquainted the foeiety that I 
thought it neceffary to make a journey to Lopattka, in. 
order to fix the public opinion refpefting the cftablifhment 
of our colony. The meeting approved my propofition, 
whereupon I nominated Meffrs. Stephanow, Panow, 
Wynbladth, and fix others, to accompany me. 

On the 1 3 th, I acquainted the governor, and alfo the 
chancellor and the hettman, with my intentions. The 
governor gave dired^ions for fupplying me with an order, 
that all the tajons, or chiefs of the villages of Kamchatka, 
fhould afford me the fame affiftance as would have been 
given to himfelf. Madame Nilow promifed me provi- 
fions for the journey. The reft of the day was employed 
in preparing our fledges and refrefhing the dogs, 
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C H A P. XIX. 

A JOURNEY TO LOPATTKA. SIBERIAN SORCERY. RETURN TO BOLSHA. 

O N the 14th, at feven in the morning, I departed with 
four fledges; we flopped at the governor’s houfe 
to breakfafl and take our leave. The governor’s fon 
and Mifs Aphanafia, accompanied us as far as Nichilova, 
where we dined with the tajon, and afterwards parted. 
I continued my route as far as Tfekawka, where we flept 
at the houfe of the tajon. Here we found a fchaman, 
who called himfelf a forcerer, and who, according to 
the opinion of the natives, had dealings with the devil. 
I was defirous of being a witnefs of the manners of 
thefe impoflors, and therefore prefled the tajon to bring 
the fchaman to me, that he might tell my fortune: 
the tajon accordingly ufed his endeavours to perfuade 
him to gratify my expedations ; and a prefent of flx 
roubles fecured his compliance. Here follows an account 
of the manner in which the forccrers of Kamchatka 
exhibit their artifices : 

He firfl caufed all the women to go out of the yourth, 
after which he flripped himfelf entirely naked, and 
waihed his whole body with his own urine. He then 
clothed himfelf in a long garment made of dogs 
ikins, tanned ; upon his head he placed a capuchin 
with two horns, and laftly he faflened a drum to his 
belt. Thus equipped he placed himfelf in the center 
of the yourth, turned round once, cried out, kutts. 
kutui^ kutuchta^ and drew a bottle out of his 
VoL. 1 . B b budget, 
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budget, part of the contents of which he drank, lie 
then threw himfelf on the ground, where he remained 
motionlefs for ten or fifteen minutes. At the expiration 
of this time he began to howl and cry, and icon after got 
up and beat the drum with all his might, and without any 
intermiflion, except at intervals to give more efficacy to his 
howlings. His motions were fb violent that he Screamed 
nut with all his force, and at laft, his mouth, eyes, and 
all his limbs, became convulfed in a manner truly fliock- 
ing to behold. When an hour had thns paffed, during 
which he made every imaginable contortion, the fi;haman 
fat down on the ground, and began his prophecy with a 
hoarfe and feeble voice. The following is what he laid, 
word for word ; “ Thou art come to demand thy fate of 
“ my fpirit j he will fecond thy efforts to avenge the 
“ death of the fpirits of our fathers whom the Ruffians 
“ have cut off. It is Kutuchta who is with thee. T hou 
“ fhalt behold the blood of thine enemies, thou lhalt be 
“ happy in thy voyage j but afterwards, when thou fhalt 
“ fpill blood and thine own lhall flow, thou fhalt be 
“ dear to the fpirits of our fathers.’* After thefe words 
he fell afleep, and the tajon caufed him to be carried into 
a feparate yourth. 

Upon my enquiry refpediing the liquor this pretended 
forcerer had drank, the tajon informed me that it 
was an infufion of muchomor, a kind of champignon, 
which has the power of intoxicating. He affured me 
that its force was fuch, that the fchaman fometimes 
flept three or four days after it ; whence I concluded 
that the muchomor produced effeds fimilar to thofe 
of opium. As loon as this curious, though by no 

means 
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m^ns agreeable entertainment was over, 1 went to bed 
an<l flept comfortably. 

On the 15th, we arrived at Kurinka, a village compofed 
of eight yourths, where we ftaid till a ftorm was over, 
which every inftant threatened to bury us beneath the 
fiiow. 

On the 1 6th, we arrived at Compak, a village fituated 
at the foot of the mountain Opala. The tajon of this 
place prefented me with feveral pieces of copper ore, and 
fome pieces of lapis la2juli. 

On the 17th, I flept at Ozernaia, a village fituated on 
the banks of a river of the fame name, which flows into 
the lake Kurille. 

On the 1 8 th, we arrived at Tontina, a village of the 
Kurilles ; the tajon received us cordially, and promiled 
to accompany us in examining the whole country of 
Lopattka > but as we arrived very late and were greatly 
fatigued, we deferred the bufinefs to a future day. 

On the 19th, the tajon prefented his family to us, and 
made us an offer of his vcffels to double the cape ; for he 
affured us that the eaftern part of Lopattka was more 
fertile than that which he inhabited ; but as I had deter- 
mined to condud myfelf in fuch a manner as to convince 
government that I really defigned to eftablifh a colony, 
I propofed to travel inland towards the lake Kuil, and 
therefore requelled the tajon to provide me with a guide. 
He offered his own fervices, and that of his fons ; we 
therefore departed at nine in the morning, and arrived 
very late in the evening on the banks of the lake, after 
which wc travelled to the eaftward along its banks, and 

B b 2 arrived 
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arrived at an habitation of the Kuilles, where we pafled 
the night. 

On the 20th, we direded our courfe toward the head 
of a fmall river which falls into the lake, and is nearly 
in the midway between cape Lopattka, and the lake 
itfelf. Here we had the good fortune to find a very 
agreeable plain j but as it was dill covered with fnow, I 
could not form any judgment refpeding the foil. For 
this reafon I contented myfelf with erecting feverat pi- 
quets, to denote the fituation of the future town, and 
then I drew a plan of the place, with the intention of 
more effe<dually fecuring the good opinion of the gover- 
nor and other principal inhabitants. From this place we 
departed direftly for Tontina, where we arrived ik the 
evening. 

On the morning of the 21ft, after a fliort repofe, I 
requefted the tajon to furnifh me with two Baydara, in 
which, with a gentle breeze at north- weft, I failed round the 
cape in a very fhort time. The ifland Schoumtlkoy being 
in fight, I determined to land on its north-weft fide, 
where I paffed the night, becaufe there was no wind, and 
I did not wifh to fatigue the rowers. 

On the 2 2d, I failed to the ifland Poromufir; and as 
the wind began to draw round to the eaftward, I deter- 
mined to pafs over to the ifland Anfigonone, commonly 
called Alaide. We quitted Poromufir at ten in the 
morning, and arrived at Alaide at three quarters after 
three, where we flept upon the fnow, having no other 
bed than our bear’s jfkins. 

On the 23d, the beauty of the weather, with the wind 
in the fbuth-weft quarter, tempted me to return to Bolfha 

by 
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by feaj but as I had left my fledges and equipage with 
the tajon of Tontina, I refolved to fend Mr. Panow 
thither in one of the boats, that he might return with 
our equipage to Bolflia. After his departure I fet fail at 
eleven in the morning, and failed north -eaft a quarter 
north, with a ftrong breeze, under which we made great 
way. About five in the evening we arrived at the en- 
trance of Lopattka, where we got in with much diffi- 
culty, as we had the misfortune tq run aground on the 
bar. 

On the 24th, at four in the morning, we departed 
from Lopattka and failed along fhore until we arrived 
at the port of Bolffia at three in the afternoon, and came 
to an anchor at Tchekawka, a bay at the entrance of the 
port ; for the river being frozen, we could not proceed 
further by water. Hence I fent to the tajon for fledges, 
and after making fome prefents to the Kurelles of Ton- 
tina, I departed for Boliherezk, at which place i arrived^ 
on the 25 th, at three in the morning. 

My return furprized Mr. Cruftiew, who informed me, 
that the governor’s lady had fent orders to the tajon of 
Nifehilow, to inform her of my arrival, as fhe had deter- 
mined to make a party of pleafiire to meet me. But the 
news which gave me the greateft fatisfadlion was, that 
every thing was quiet, and na one any longer doubted 
the reality of our projedl* I then laid down to reft ; but 
as I intended to furprize the governor, by appearing, before 
him and prefenting my plan, 1 gave orders to awake me 
at fix in the morning, when I got up and fketched out 
my plan, with the fituations of our gardens,, which, on 
the whole, made a very pretty appearance. I finiflied my 

work 
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work at ten o’clock, and immediately waited upon the 
governor. The ferjeant of the guard knew me at a dif- 
tance, and carried the news to the governor and his whole 
family, whom 1 found on the draw-bridge. I was greatly 
affeded at the manner in which they received me. The 
governor took me with him into his clofet, and heard the 
account of my excurlion; but upon the fight of my plan it 
was impoflible to conceal his joy. He obferved that the 
cnterprize was really one of the moft happy thoughts in 
the world, and faid he had not the leaft doubt but her 
Imperial Majefty would give marks of her fatisfadion on 
receiving the plan, together with his reprefentation of the 
collateral circnmftances. Full of this projeft, he fent 
for the chancellor and the hettman, to communicate his 
ideas to them ; while in the mean time he fent me to give 
an account of my abfence to his dear Aphanafia. This 
beautiful and lovely young lady received me with thofe 
tranfports which the candour and opennefs of her dif- 
pofition did not permit her to conceal, and her refped-- 
able mother bore a Ihare in her joy. 

I was detained to dinner, and, during my ftay, had no 
leifure to refle<fl on the agitation of my mind. The 
different queftions of the governor, the chancellor, 
and the hettman, which required proper anfwers, af- 
forded fufficient employment for my whole attention. 
But as foon as dinner was over I retired, on pretence 
of taking fome repofe, but was very far from being ca- 
pable. For, on my return home, I could no longer 
fupport the anxiety which poffefled my mind, and forced 
me to attend to an infinity of reflediions that prefented 
themfelvcs. Every day brought the moment of the exe- 
cution 
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Gutk>ii of my entei-prize nearer. Gratitude, and the at- 
taci^ment I had formed to the governor’s family, feemed 
to reproach me j for I clearly law that my departure 
would be artended with the ruin of him, and all his fa- 
mily, becaufe the court would attribute to him alone the 
crime of granting me the means of making my efcape.. 
Thefe refledlions were ftill further aggravated by the con- 
llderation that our enterprize, though well planned, 
might fail, and, in that cafe, no other expedient would 
remain than to attack and gain poffeflion of the fort by 
furprizc ; an expedient which could not be carried into 
execution without rilking the blood of thofe who had fo 
greatly interefted themfelves in my welfare. It was 
evident that the governor, who had given me his con- 
fidence, and had hcwiourcd me with his firiendfhip, was 
intitled to my moft grateful returns ; but, on the other 
hand, as the chief of a party, I fhould become perjured, 
and unworthy to live if I fhould endanger or abandon the 
interefts df the fociety. 

Such were my rraedions, which 1 communicated to 
Mr. Cruftiew, a man of underftanding and a lincere 
friend After he had heard me, he embraced me, 
and afTured me that, from the knowledge of my cha- 
rader, he had always been apprehenfive of this crifis ; 
that he was infinitely obliged to me for the confidence I 
had placed in him, and would fpeak his fentiments with 
freedom. He admitted, tliat the court would impute my 
efcape to the governor, if information fhould be giveii' 
refpe<Sting the advantages he had afforded me ; but that the 
chancellor and the hettman, being likewife concerned, there 
could be no doubt but they would draw up their report 

irt 
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in fuch a manner that the court ikould know nothing of 
what the governor had done in my favour. For this 
reafon, he obferved, that I might difmifs my apprcheii- 
fions 'y more efpecially as my obligations to the governor 
could not be put in competition with my duty to the 
focicty. Such, he faid, was his opinion with refpedt to 
our future efcape ; but in cafe we fhould be obliged to 
ac5l by open force, one or the other event muft happen, 
either that we Ihould all be put to the fword, or Ihould 
become mafters of the country. In which laft cafe, it 
would be in my power to carry the governor with me by 
force, who, no doubt, would embrace this determination 
with pleafure, with a view of efcaping from punifhment ; 
and that, on our arrival in Europe, I Ihould find means 
to fliew my gratitude to him and his whole family. 

Thefe reafons, weak as they were, ferved to quiet my 
mind, and I perceived, that when the mind eafily 
giv^es way to defpair, it is as eafily comforted. They 
who may read the prefent paflage ought to beware of 
deciding either on my weaknefs or my fortitude. When 
Mr. Cruftiew obferved that my anxiety was removed, he 
propofed to aflemble a committee, which I appointed to 
to be held at eleven that evening. 
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CHAP. XX. 

A DANGEROUS DISTURBANCE AMONG THE EXILES. ITS CONSEQUENCi:. 

T he principal aflbciates met, and Mr. Kuzneczow 
informed me, that he had fncceeded in placing ten 
hunters and two natives of Kamchatka, on whom he 
could rely, among the crew of the packet St. Peter and 
St. Paul, and that he had likewife agreed with the cap- 
tain for his palTage to Ochoczk, as well as refpedting 
the embarking and private conveyance of his merchan- 
dizes. This account of the advanced ftate of our affairs 
gave me the greateft fatisfacStion. 

On the 26th in the morning, I received an invitation 
for myfelf and friends from Madame Nilow, to attend her 
on an excurfion in our fledges. We therefore waited on 
the governor, and fet out with him and his family, ac- 
companied by the chancellor and the hettman. At the 
diftance of two leagues from the banks of the Bolflia, 
near its entrance, we flopped and examined fome houfes, 
newly and very neatly built in wood. After this infpec- 
tion, the governefs informed me, that they were deflgned 
tor me and her daughter, obferving, at the fame time, 
that the thought it became her, as a mother, to give us 
houfes and furniture, as her hutband had given us land. 
The governor, who was ’till this inflant unacquainted 
with his lady’s undertaking, highly approved it, and 
ordered the chancellor to diredl workmen to iinifli 
the building. Mr. Stephanow, who was prefent, and 
VoL. I. C c heard 
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heard all that paffed) could not avoid obferving to Mr. 
Cruftiew, that he faw very clearly that I deceived him, 
and Ihould deceive the whole fociety, after which words 
he went off with his fledge. Mr. Cruftiew concealed 
this difcourfe from me, and only laid, that he was obliged 
to go ; immediately after which, he left us : lb that I 
remained alone with Mr. Baturin, with whom I waited 
upon the governor home, and dined with his family. 

After dinner, Mr. Sibeaw requeftcd to fpeak with me, 
and informed me that it was absolutely neceffary I Ihould 
go home, as Mr. Stephanow had produced a dangerous 
riot. I fent him back with the allurancc that I would 
come without delay ; but as it was neceffary that I Ihould 
give fome rcalbn to the governor for my hafty departure, 
I told him in public, that I was informed Mr. Stephanow 
had again fallen into a ftate of phrenzy, which required 
my alliftance. Mils Aphanalia faid openly, that flie 
knew his diforder, and was convinced it was not at all 
dangerous. It was to no purpofe that I made ligns to 
her to delift, as Ihe took no notice, but direding her- 
felf to me ; You arc going, faid Ihe, to intcreft your- 
lelf in favour of an unhappy wretch, who wiflics to de- 
prive you of life ; upon which Ihe burft into tears. Thefe 
words excited the governor’s curiolity, who demanded an 
explanation ; whereupon I gave him an undifguifed ac- 
count of my adventure and combat with Stephanow, not 
omitting to obferve, that his enmity arofe from his paf- 
flon for Mifs Aphanalia. Upon this information, the 
governor delired me to let him fend him to prifon, where 
he would contrive to render him a little wifer. I inlifted, 
however, upon its being left in my power to imprifon 
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him at home, aiid, at the fame time, reprefented the 
ncceility of this aift of authority for maintaining fub- 
ordination among thofe who were deftined to form the 
new colony. He therefore determined to grant me this 
right, and the chancellor added, that it was very proper 
that I fhould be permitted to exert my authority. Seeing 
the governor in this difpofition, I requefted the conceflion 
of this power in writing, and accordingly the chancellor 
drew up an inftrument, which the governor immediately 
figned. 

Thefe tranfa<9:ions prevented me from returning home 
as foon as I fhould otherwife have done. Upon my ar- 
rival, I found more than fifty foldiers or cofiacks round 
our habitations, difputing with my companions. I was 
immediately informed that Mr. Stephanow, after a difpute 
with Mr. Cruftiew, had called a foldier, who was in fight,, 
and told him to run for affiftance, for that otherwife I 
fhould put him to death, and that he had fecrets to 
reveal to the chancery. The foldier had colleded others, 
and feveral coffacks came to the afliftancc of Stepha- 
now, who was already fhut up by our companions. The 
foldiers infifted tliat he fhould be fet at liberty, and at 
laft attempted to force their way into our habitations, fo 
that our companions were obliged to take arms to check 
their impetuofity. Upon this I enquired if any of the 
foldiers could read writing, and a corporal anfwered in 
the affirmative. I made this man read the conceffion 
of right, figned by the governor and the chancellor ; after 
which he begged my pardon, and intreated that I would 
not inform the governor of what had paffed. I promifed 
him I would not, and thus the difturbance ended. 

C.' c 2 As 
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. As foon as I came within doors, Mr. Cmftiew informed 
me that he had luckily followed Mr. Stephanow, from a 
convidion that he was going to create fome difturbance ; 
but that as he did not overtake him till his arrival at 
his houfe, he took Meffirs. Kuzneczow and Gourcfinin to 
accompany him. They all three entered Mr. Step ha- 
now’s houfe, whom they found bufy writing. At fight 
of them he flew out into exclamations and threatenings 
too dangerous to be heard by ftrangers, and ended by 
declaring to them, that he would immediately go and 
difcovcr the whole plot. 

Thefe circumftances evidently fliewed how much this 
madman was to be feared. They attempted to feize him, 
but he proved ftrong enough to overthrow Mr. Cruftiew 
and Mr. Gourcfinin, and, in fpite of the efforts of 
Mr. Baturin, who held him fall, he had got out of the 
door, and excited the foldiers to affemble, in order to 
deliver him ; for he told them, that the other exiles in- 
tended to poifon him, and that he had fecrets of treafon 
to declare at the chancery. Mr. Cruftiew proceeded to 
obferve, that while the foldier ran to the town, they 
bound and gagged Stephanow, whom they fliut up under 
guard ; but a multitude being afterwards got together, and 
demanding the liberty of Stephanow, they faw themfelves 
ncceflitated to take arms, while Sibeaw flood over the 
prifoner, with orders to put him to death, at the firft 
report of any fire arms. 

This relation put me in fear for the life of the unhappy 
wretch, for which reafon I made hafte to change the orders 
of Sibeaw j after which, fearing that the reports might reach 
the governor, I fent *Mr. Cruftiew, with inftrudtions to 

inform 
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inform him of what had pafled, and then I gave orders 
to aifemble the whole fociety. 

We only waited the return of Mr. Cruftiew to begin 
our proceedings, who at laft arrived, and brought the 
good news, that the governor left me entirely mafter of 
the prifoner and his punifliment , but that with regard 
to the affembling of the foldiers and coffacks, he would 
give orders that no perfon in future fhould dare to ap- 
proach our quarters with the intention of committing 
violence, under, pain of fifty ftrokes of the knout, and 
condemnation to the public works for three months. 

This agreeable meffage was delivered to me by Mr. 
Cruftiew in the full meeting, and as foon as he had taken 
his feat, I demanded their advice how to a<ft with regard to 
Stephanow. The greater part were for putting him to 
death, as a man capable of excefles which, fooner or later, 
would endanger the fociety ; and infifted that it was better 
to fave the lives of fifty-feven perfons by facrificing one 
fingle perfon, efpecially one who was a criminal. I could 
not, however, confent to this refolution, on account 
of my attachment for Mr. Panow, who was related to 
the prifoner, and was not then prefent. I therefore ufed 
every perfiiafion to induce them to defer the execution till 
his return ; but the company appeared very unquiet, and 
prefled me to pafs judgment upon him. I fucceeded at 
laft in calming their apprehenfions by a ftratagem. I 
propofed that Stephanow fliould be brought before us, 
be reproached by the whole company, and that fentence 
of death ftiould afterwards be pafted on him ; but inftead 
of arfenic and corrofive fublimate, I would only giv^e him 
an emetic, the efic<fts of which would lead him to 

believe 
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believe his death near at hand. I affnred the meeting 
that I was convinced that this crihs would produce his re- 
formation, and that the inftant would decide his fate, and 
convince him that life or death would depend on his 
repentance or perfeverance iij his criminal dcligns. 

My propofal had its effedb on the company. I there- 
fore lent four armed alTociates for the prifoner, and in the 
mean while the dofe of emetic was made up, cOnfiftirig 
of three grains. On his arrival he appeared before us 
with fome firmnefs, but at the light of the goblet on 
the tabic, he turned pale. Before any queftion was pro-^ 
pofed to him the order of the governor was read, and as 
he knew his hand-writing it was fhewn to him, that he 
might believe the evidence. After this preliminary, I 
reprefented to him that his feft mifcondu<9: indicated 
nothing more than malevolence againft my perfon, and 
that therefore he had been pardoned; but the prefent 
cafe being of fuch a nature as to endanger the whole 
fociety, it was not in my power to change the laws of 
the conftitution, and confequently that I muft deliver 
him to their judgment. Mr, Cruftiew then difplayed 
all his rhetoric to reprefent to this unhappy wretch his 
crimes, and his blindnefs to his own individual intereft. 
His difcourle threw the milerable Stephanow into tears, 
who cpnfelTed himfelf to be worthy of the greateft pu- 
nilhment. After this, each of the company bellowed 
fome words of deteftation on him, and as this ceremony 
lafted for fome time, poor Stephanow fainted, and fell 
on the ground. By the application of fpirit of fal am^ 
moniac and vinegar, he was brought to himfelf. During 
the time of his infenlibility, Mr. Cruftiew drew out tlic 
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lentence, to which Be Hftcned with the greateft anguiih, 
hut at the laft words, which were, “ for thefe caufes the 
“ iaid Stephanbw is condemned to drink the liquor con- 
tamed in the bowl, in order that death may enfue,” 
he fainted away a fe.CDnd time. Upon his recovery he 
aikcd to fpeak with me, which being granted, he 
intreated me to pardon his faults, and to deliver him, 
if poffibie, from this fatal judgment, promiling that 
his life and blood Ihould be employed in my fervice. 
He then openly declared*, that this misfortune was, no 
doubt, a punifhment from the hand of God, whom he 
had offended by attempting to contrad a marriage, though 
he was already married to a wife then living in Ruflia. 
He proceeded to declare, that from that moment he abjured 
the madnefr of love, which had led him to the lofs of 
his life in fo difgraceful a manner. At length this un- 
happy man, being urged to drink the liquor, implored 
the grace and compailion of the conqjauy, but in vain, 
fbfif they peifffted in the execution of his judgment. 
Being thus convinced of the firmnefs of their refolution, 
he at laft took the cup in his hand, but upon bringing it to 
his mouth, his courage again failed him, and he fell 
back into the arms of Sibeaw and Baturin, who held the 
cup. On his recovery he wept bitterly, and again in- 
treated the company to parHon him. The peculiar ftate 
in which I beheld him, moved me to compallion ; and 
as there was realbn to fear that the drink, though fimply 
an emetic, might deprive him of life through appre- 
henfron, I interpofed to obtain his pardon, which was 
granted, on condition that he fliould be kept a prifoner 
until our departure. He confented to this j but, as he 

was 
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was too much exhaufled, the company did not prefs him 
to fign his fubmiflion. He had fcarcely ftrength enough 
to thank me in a few words for my protedion before he 
fainted again. I caufed him to be taken to Mr. Cruftiew, 
where he was bled by Mr. Medcr; but this precaution 
did not preferve him from a violent illnefs, which feized 
him and kept him in his bed till the time of our depar- 
ture. This incident having employed us almoft the 
whole night, the meeting broke up a little before day. 

On the 27th I awoke very late, and was, by that 
means, prevented from waiting upon the governor in the 
morning, as I had promifed. Mifs Aphanaha came tO 
fee me, and reproached me for my negledt. She break- 
fafted with me and Mr. Cruftiew ; after which ftie re- 
turned, happy in the information that I had nothing 
more to fear from Mr. Stephanow. 

About noon, Mr. Panow came to me. This worthy 
aflbciate having been informed of the intereft I had taken 
in the fafety of his relation, fell on my neck, and 
t hanked me for my indulgence. He afterwards told me, 
that he knew that Stephanow had meditated the carrying 
off the governor’s daughter, and had for that purpofe, 
conneded himfelf with Ifinailow and Bofcarew, with fix 
others, who were determined to quit Kamchatka, but 
that he had defered adviftng me of the plot, becaufe 
Ifmailow and Bofcarew had affured him, that they would 
not take any ftep without informing him of it. Mr. Panow 
recommended thefe two men to me, as likely to be fer- 
viceable on board, on account of their knowledge in fea 
affairs. 

After 
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After dinner I went to Stephanow with Mr. Panow. 
This unhappy man related to him his laft adventure, in 
which he did not fpare every exprelhon fuitable to the 
enormity of his crime. It was with fome fatisfadion that 
I was convinced of the iincerity of his repentance. Mr. 
Panow did not fail to exprefs a due fenfe of his'condud:, 
and advifed him to fhew his gratitude to me in future. 
We foon retired, as we were not delirous of increafing 
his confufion ; after v/hich we returned to my houfe 
we where fpent the evening very agreeably. 


CHAP. XXI. 

THE COUNT NEGOCTATES WITH THE CAPTAIN OF A VESSEL. PRE- 
PARATIONS FOR THE APPROACHING CRISIS. 

O N the morning of the 28th, Mr. Kuzneczow re- 
quefted to fpeak with me in fecret, for which pur- 
pofc I begged Meflrs. Cruftiew, Panow, and others, who 
werli|prefent, to retire^ He then informed me, that 
Mr. Cfurin, commander of the Corvette St. Peter and 
St. Paul, had acquainted him, that he was unwilling to 
return to Ochoczk, becaufe of his debts, and for fear of 
the confequences of a procefs then againft him in the Ad- 
miralty court, the ifluc of which, if it fhould turn 
againft him, might condemn him to the mines. He 
would not, therefore, confent to make the voyage but on 
condition that Mr. Kuzneczow would find fecurity to the 
VoL. I. D d amount 
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amount of three thoufand roubles, and would promifc to 
obtain leave of the Admiralty that he might take the 
command of a merchant velTel. Mr. Kuzneczow Ob- 
lerved that this overture had entirely difconcerted his 
projcd:, as he could not depend on the compliance of 
another captain, in cafe Mr. Cfurin fbould give up the 
command. This account at firft alarmed me, but, upon 
ferious refledion on the fituation of Mr. Cfurin, I per- 
ceived fome reafon to hope that it would forward the 
projed of gaining him over to my interefts. I immediately 
communicated my ideas to Mr. Kuzneczow, who thought 
them very well founded ; but he objedied that Cfurin 
was fo ftrongly attached to a girl at Kamchatka, that he 
never would confent to go without her: I removed 
this laft difficulty, by obferving that he might carry the 
girl with him, to which Mr, Kuzneczow could make no 
objeftion. 

As it was my wiffi to become acquainted with the len- 
timents of Mr. Cfurin by perfonal converfation, I dired:ed 
Mr. Kuzneczow to bring him to me, and to promife, in ge- 
neral terms, that he would do every thing that might be 
neceffiary to render him the fervices he required. When 
Mr. Kuzneczow was gone, I rejoined Mr Cruftiew,^ilvho 
was in company with feveral of our affociates. I freely 
told them what I had heard, and the refolution I had 
adopted ; but I found them ftrongly perfuaded that I 
ffiould not fucceed in the attempt;” 

After dinner, Mr. Kuzneczow arrived, and informed me 
of the approaching viftt of Mr. Cfurin ; I therefore went 
home and had juft time to order tea before he came. He 
made a thoufand excufes on his arrival for the liberty he 

had 
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had taken of waiting on me, and requefted to know if I 
had any commiflions for Ochoczk, he, being the com- 
mander of tW St. Peter and St. Paul, would gladly take 
charge of them, and I might depend on his diligence. 

On this offer I replied, that as it was my intention to 
import fome provilions and other articles for the ufe of my 
colony, I would avail myfelf of his kind offer to put a 
couple of thoufand piaftres, into his hands, that he 
might convert them into fuch articles of merchandize as 
I fliould diredt. To this I added, that if it was in my 
power to render him any fervices he need only fpeak, as I 
knew the gentlemen of the fea were obliged to engage in 
certain indiredt bufinefs to enable them to fupport the 
charges which were neceffary to* maintain their fituation 
with credit. I hoped therefore that he would not be 
offended at the offer of a fum for that purpofe. 

The open and undefigning manner in which I made 
this offer, appeared to affe£t him, and his manner con- 
vinced me that I fliould have no difficulty in fettling my 
bufinefs with him. Our difeourfe was interrupted by the 
appearance of tea, but we refumed it as foon as the table 
was cleared. He began by informing me of the fubjedt of 
the procefs he had at the Admiralty, the caufe of which 
was as follows. 

Captain Lewafeheff had commenced a procefs againfi: 
Mr. efurin, for exciting a mutiny among the crew of the 
fhip St. Ecatherina, in the expedition of the year 1769. 
Several failors depofed that Mr. Cfurin was the caufe of the 
overfetting of the boat in the middle of the river Bolflia, 
in which captain Kreniezin then was ; and, as the captain 
was drowned by this accident, the procefs had been in- 

D d 2 ftituted 
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ftitutcd criminally againft Cfurin. His e3fplanation 
the affair afforded ample matter to enable me to convince 
him that he would certainly be condemned. My rea- 
fons appeared to be fo well founded, that he declared 
he would pretend illuefs, in order to avoid commanding 
the veflel. This decifion reduced me to the necefiity of 
forcing his fecond retrenchment, which I did, by repre- 
fenting that his delaying his departure would not fave him ; 
becaufe, doubtlefs, when the council faw that he was de- 
termined not to return, they would require the governor of 
Kamchatka to fend him under guard, fo that by this ma- 
noeuvre, he would gain only a few months delay j after 
which the confulion of his affairs would be ftill greater 
than before. He admitted the truth of this remark, and 
entreated me to fend him to my new colony, or, at leaft, 
to favour his procuring a paffage to the Aleuthes illands, 
where he would finifh the reft of his unfortunate life. 
As he faid thefe laft words he burft into tears, and faid, 
that he could give up his life and fortune without regret, 
but that his affedion for a young perfon with whom he 
lived, was fuch, that he could not bear the thoughts of 
having her. 

After this confeflion, he begged me to have pity on 
his fttuation, and grant him my protedion and advice. 
I promifed to refled ferioufly on his affairs, but obferved, 
that it would require fome time to conflder maturely 
what was beft to be done. I gave him my word, how- 
ever, that I would clear him of his embarraffment ; but 
at the fame time, as a previous condition, I inflfted 
that he fhould not mention his fttuation to any one, 
nor think of quitting the command of the veflel. He 
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lw©re that he would comply with my direftions, and 
thus we parted. But as I thought it neceflary to intereft 
his mind by fome immediate advantages, I called him 
back, to put a bag of five hundred roubles into his hands, 
with the compliment, that I begged him to accept of 
this advance to purchafe a prefent for his lady. He 
refufed at firft, but I forced him to accept the prefent 
by declaring, that, if he perfifted in his refufal, I ftiould 
not believe he was really attached to my interefts. He 
therefore accepted my prefent, and I was delighted at 
having made fo good a bargain. 

On my return to Mr. Cruftiew, I informed the fociety 
of the good difpofition of my client, and they were not 
a little aftonilhed at the rapidity of my proceedings. In 
confequence of which, they determined no more to op- 
pofe my decifions in future, but wait, with patience and 
calmnefs, for the reful’t. I afiured them of my readinefs 
to perform my part, and promifed to neglect nothing to 
fecure the fuccefs of my plan with the moft fcrupulous 
attention. I obferved, that by this management, fteadily 
adhered to, the moment of execution would be naturally 
eafy, provided we were not forped to precipitate our 
meafures, in confequence of treachery from our own 
aflbeiates, or a difeovery on the part of government. 

This laft refledion induced Mr. Panow to requeft that 
I would at leaft communicate to the fociety the plan I 
fhould adopt, in cafe we fhould be difcovcred or attacked 
when we leaft expeded it. To this pofitive queftion I 
thought proper to anfwer, that my refolution would 
depend on circumftances, and the meafures taken by 
Government 5 fo that it was impoflible, at this moment, 

to 
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to fix my determination. But in the mean time I 
exhorted the fociety not to be alarmed at the crifis, 
which might furprize us, but to confirm themfelves in 
the refolution of dying with courage. .. I likewife added, 
that to prevent any furprize, I had fecured means of re- 
ceiving pofitive advice refped:ing every ftep which Govern- 
ment might take againft me ; and that, provided we could 
have one night before-hand, I would anfwer for the 
poffeflion of the fort and garrifon ; after which I was 
convinced the town could not hold out, becaufe it flood 
expofed in every part to the cannon of the fortrefs. 

This anfwer fatisfied Mr. Panow ; but it gave rife 
to a longer conference, wherein every one fpoke his 
thoughts, and the whole fociety unanimoufly repeated 
their profeflions of ftrid: obedience at the critical 
moment. 

I left the company, and proceeded to pafs the evening 
at the governor’s houfe, where I was received like one of 
the family; and, after pafTing the evening very agreeably, 
1 returned home about midnight. 

On 29th I was bufied with Mr. Meder, in making 
three petards, to be ufed in cafe circumftances fhould 
require the gates of the fortrefs or the chancery to be 
forced open. During this work I refleded on the bufinefs 
of Mr. Cfurin, and digefted my plan ; for which reafon I 
fent to defire to fee him in the evening. Before dinner I 
vifited Mr. Stephanow, whofe fever had increafed the 
preceding day. I found him tolerably eafy. He made 
many apologies for his attempts againft my perfonj and 
appeared to repent fincerely of what he had done. 
I therefore endeavoured to raife his fpirits, by afluring 

him, 
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him, that it would always be in his power to preferve my 
efteem and friendlhip, as long as he avoided a repetition of 
his offences. His reply confided of reiterated profefTions 
of amendment in his future condud:, which confirmed 
the good opinion I had formed of him. 

After dinner I returned home, where I waited the ar- 
rival of Mr. efurin, who came at five o’clock. He began 
the converfation with promifes and affurances of his devo- 
tion to my fervice, and concluded, by requefting to know 
what I had fettled refpedi ig him ; to which I anfwered, 

1. That I required him to retain the command of the 
packet, and to conform exadly to the arrangement he had 
made with Mr. Kuzneezow. 

2. That at Lis departure I would let him know what 
he had to do, but that at prefent I fhould only inform 
him that Mr. Kuzneezow would mange matters fo, that 
the fecond day after his departure the Ship fhould fpring 
a leak, which would afford a fufficient reafon for comino; 
to an anchor, which he might do at Lopattka. In the 
mean time I promifed to obtain the Governor’s per- 
mifllon that he might be permitted to eftablifh himfelf 
among us. 1 obferved that this appeared to me to be 
the only honorable method of avoiding the voyage to 
Ochoczk ; and further, with regard to his eftablifhment 
and future marriage with the young lady in queftion, I 
promifed him two thoufand roubles, and the place of 
captain of the military. 

My propofal pleafed him, and he bound himfelf, by oath, 
to conform ftridly to every particular. He even offtred 
to fign an engagment to that effe6f, which he confirmed 
by oath. This affair being finifhed, I difmiffed him, and 
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haftened to call a committeej to communicate the news 
of my fuccefs ; and as I thought it very neceflary not to 
lofe fight of Mr. Cfurin, I charged Mr. Kuzneczow to 
conned himfelf with him, and not to leave his company. 


CHAP. XXII. 

PREPARATIONS FOR DEPARTURE. MISS APHANASIA DISCOVERS THE 
INTENTION OF THE EXILES. 

O N the 30th Mr. Crulliew and Mr. Panow, at the 
head of twenty-five of our aflbciates, were depu- 
ted to wait on the governor, with a requeft that he would 
pleafe to receive the title of Protedor of the new colony. 
They were likewife charged to wait on the chancellor 
and the hettman, with a fimilar requeft, that they 
would accept other titles relative to the colony ; and, in 
the laft place, they were to prefent a memorial to the 
magiftrates of the town, to requeft their aftiftance and 
fupport in favour of the new colony, which was to 
bear the name of Nilovaga, in honour of the governor. 
They performed their commiflion, and returned with 
the news, that they had met with an agreeable reception 
from all the gentlemen on whom they had been direded 
to wait. 

On the 3 1 ft I received a meflage from the magiftrates 
of the town, informing me, that they had favourably 
received my memorial, and that, in confequence of the 
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utility and fervices which the capital expeded from our 
induftry and attachment, they had fent us an aggregation 
to the rights of citizens of Bolfharezk for all the children 
which fhould be born in the new colony. After I had 
made the meffenger a prefent, I communicated our good 
fortune to the company, which was greatly amufed at 
this comedy of my compofing. 

April the ift. As I knew that the velTels employed 
between Ochoczk and Kamchatka ufually took no larger 
flock of water than ten or twelve butts, I ordered Mr. 
Solmanow to purchafe twenty or twenty-five butts, and 
carry them to Cfekawka, after getting them put in order, 
under pretence of applying them to the manufadture of 
fait from fea water. About ten o’clock this day I re- 
ceived a meflage from Mifs Nilow, that fhe would call 
on me in the afternoon, requefting at the fame time 
that I would be alone, becaufe fhe had affairs of im- 
portance to communicate. As I fuppofed the latter 
part of this meffage to be mere pleafantry, I was far from 
expedling any extraordinary information ; and my furprize 
at the event was much greater, as 1 had not the leaft 
reafon to fuppofe Ihe had made any difeovery of my in- 
tentions. Mifs Nilow arrived at three in the afternoon ; 
her agitation on her firll appearance convinced me that 
fhe was excedingly affiidled. At fight O'f me flie paufed 
a moment, and foon after burfl into tears, and threw 
herfelf into my arms, crying out, that fhe was unfor- 
tunate and forfaken. Her fighs and tears were fo extreme 
that it was more than a quarter of an hour before I could 
obtain a connedled fentence. I was extremely affcdled at 
her fituation, and ufed every expedient to calm lier mind, 
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but this was extremely difficult, becaufe I was entirely 
ignorant of the reafon of her affliction. 

As foon as fhe became a little compofed, fhe begged 
me to fhut the door, that no one might interrupt us. I 
came back, and on my knees entreated her to explain the 
caufe of her prefent Situation, which fhe did to the fol- 
lowing effect : 

She informed me that her maid had difcovered to her, 
that a certain perfon, named Ivan Kudrin, one of my 
affociates, had propofed to her to fhare his fortune, and 
that this indifcreet perfon had afiured the girl, that he 
was about to quit Kamchatka with me, to make a 
voyage to Europe, where he hoped to place her in an 
agreeable fituation. The maid had firft related the cir- 
cumftance to her miftrefs, but, as fhe could never believe 
me capable of fuch bale and treacherous behaviour to her, 
fhe was defirous of hearing the account herfelf, and had, for 
that purpofe, perfuaded the fervant to appoint a meeting 
with Kudrin, in order to qneftion him more amply, 
while fhe herfelf might hear the whole, by being con- 
cealed behind a curtain. In this manner, fhe faid, fhe be- 
came convinced of her unhappinefs and my treachery, and 
that fhe would have fpared me the confufion of hearing 
this, if, from a conviction that fhe could not live after 
fuch an affront, fhe had not been defirous of bidding me 
a laft farewell. 

On flnifhing thcfe words fhe fainted ; and tho’ I was ex- 
ceedingly alarmed and diftrefled on the occafion, yet I 
did not fail to arrange a plan in my mind, during the in- 
terval of her infenfibility. When this amiable young lady 
recovered, fhe afked if fhe might give credit to what fhe 
had heard. I then threw myfelf at her feet, and intreated her 
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to hear me calmly, and judge whether I was to blame or 
not. She promifed flie would and I addrefled her in the 
following terms. 

“You may recoiled, my dear friend, the account I gave 
you of my birth, and the rank I held in Europe : I re- 
member the tears you fhed on that occafion. The mif- 
fortune of being exiled to Kamchatka, would long lince 
have compelled me to deliver myfelf from tyranny, by 
death, if your acquaintance and attachment had not pre- 
ferved me. I have lived for you, and if you could read 
my heart, I am fure 1 fhould have your Pity ; for the 
pofleffion of your perfon is become as neceflary to my 
exiftence as liberty itfelf. The liberty I fpeak of, is not 
that which your worthy father has given me, but implies 
the poffeflion of my eftate and rank. I have hoped for 
the pofl'eiiion of your perfon, with a view of rendering 
you happy, in the participation of my fortune and dig- 
nity. Thefe views cannot be accomplifhed at Kam- 
chatka. What rank can I befbow on my love but that of 
an exile ? The favours of your worthy father may be of 
the Iborteft duration. His fucceffor may foon recall his 
ordinances, and plunge me again into that ftate of fuf- 
fering and contempt, from which I was delivered for a 
fhort moment. Reprefent to yourfelf, my dearefl: friend, 
the affliAion and defpair that would overwhelm my foul, 
when I beheld you a fliarer in my pain and difgrace ; for 
you well know, that all the Ruffians efteem the exiles as 
diflionoured perfons. You have forced me to this declara- 
rion of mjj^ intentions, in which I have been guided by the 
attachment and iincerity of my heart. I deferred the com- 
munication to you, but I fwcar that fuch was my refo- 
iution. — Why then, inrenupted ffie, did you conceal 
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your intention from me, who am ready to follow you to 
the fartheft limits of the univerfe ? — This aflurance en- 
couraged me to proceed, and engage this charming young 
lady in my interefts. I told her, therefore, that I was pre- 
vented only by the fear left ftie ftiould refufe my propofals, 
on account of her attachment to her parents ; but that, as I 
now had nothing to fear in that relpedt, I could inform 
her, that my intention being to leave Kamchatka, 1 had 
determined to carry her off ; and in order to convince 
her, I was ready to call Mr. Cruftiew, who would con- 
firm the truth. On this aflurance fhe embraced me, and 
intreated me to forgive her want of confidence, at the 
fame time that fhe declared her readinefs to accompany 
me. 

This degree of confidential intercourfe being eftablilhed, 
I perfuaded her to difmifs every fear from her mind. 
Many were the trials I made of her refolution, and the 
event convinced me, that fhe was perfectly determined to 
follow my fortunes. The fecret being thus fecure, by 
her promife to keep it inviolably, I had no other uneafinefs 
remaining but what arofe from the communication 
having been made to her fervant. I mentioned my 
fears to Mifs Nilow, who removed them, by afluring me 
that her fervant was too much attached to her to betray 
her fecret; and had, befides, an affedlion for Kudrin, 
fo that fhe could anfwer for her diferetion. Thus agree- 
ably ended our converfarion, though the commencement 
was rather tragical ; and I received the vows of attachment 
and fidelity from an artlefs and innocent mind. 

Mifs Nilow did not depart till about fix o’clo^. I im- 
mediately fent for Kudrin, whom I reproached for his mif- 
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condud and indifcretipn, by explaining the great danger 
to which he had expofed the whole fociety. I promifed 
at the fame time not to divulge his fault to the fociety; 
but iniifted that he fhould in future avoid all farther 
explanation of the ftate of our affairs to the young woman. 
I likewife promifed, in order to calm his uneahnefs, that I 
would contrive matters fo that he fhould take her with 
him. This poor wretch, on my ffrft accufation, was 
feized with the moft terrifying apprehenlions, and fell 
to the ground at my feet, crying out for mercy, as he 
fuppofed I fhould deliver him up to the judgment of the 
fociety, from whom he had nothing to expert but death. 
But, on my conclufion, he arofe, kiffed my hand, and 
fwore eternal fidelity. For my part, I was very well fatisfied 
to have extricated myfelf out of fuch a difagreeable embar- 
raffment, by fettling affairs on fo good a footing. 

After the departure of Kudrin, I went to Mr. Cruftiew, 
who, being apprized in the morning, of Mifs Nilow’s 
intended vifit, and feeing me come out fo late, thought 
proper to rally me up upon the occafion. But his hilarity 
foon gave place to aftonifhment, when he heard what had 
paffed. He was perfuaded, he faid, that I muff have 
been born under a happy influence, and that nothing 
could fail us under fuch aufpices. I laughed at his 
enthuflafm, though I was truly fenflble of that good 
fortune which had removed fo many unpleafant in- 
cidents. 

On the 2d Madame Nilow invited me to breakfaft, and 
took me apart to enquire what I had done to her 
daughter, who ufed to be exceedingly in fpirits at lieir 
return home, but had, fince yefterday evening, been 
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continually in tears. It was difficult to anfwer this home 
queftion; to which I could at firft make no better 
reply than by faying, that Mifs Nilow had imparted 
a fecret to me, that related to herfelf alone, and was 
•communicated under the feal of confidence, which I 
could not infringe. Madame Nilow laughed at this 
excufe, and afterwards ordered her daughter to be called, 
whom fhe required to releafe me from the injundfion of 
fecrecy, that I might be at liberty to relate what had 
paffed between us yefterday ; to which fhe anfwered, that 
fhe would intirely rely on my prudence, and that if I 
thought it neceflary I was at liberty to fpeak, though flie 
would be prefent, to know whether I fpoke the truth. 
I then related that fome perfon, with a view to injure me 
in Mifs Aphanafia’s opinion, had informed her that I was 
not of the Greek religion, and had perfuaded her to afk me 
me to become of that faith: that fhe had accordingly^ made 
the propofal to me two days ago, to which I anfwered, that 
though, in my opinion, all religions were alike, I could not 
confent to make any change in mine; and upon her obferv- 
ing, that my determination might prevent our marriage, I 
replied, that then we fhould die without reproach, fhe was 
vexed, and our friendly intercourfes had fuffered a flight in- 
terruption, till a fecond opportunity for explanation offered 
itfelf. I added, that in our laft converfation I had expreffed 
my hope that Mifs Aphanafia would in future put lefs con- 
fidence in advifers. Madame Nilow, after having patiently 
heard my account, blamed her daughter for prefuming to 
meddle in affairs of religion ; and faid, fhe hoped her pru- 
dence in future would prevent her going into any fuch ex- 
travagancies. She then retired, and left us at liberty. I 

embraced 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 2i§ 

embraced the opportunity to confirm the young lady in 
her refolution; and flic afiured me that I might remain 
perfedly eafy with regard to her maid, who was as defirous 
as herfelf to fee us fafe in Europe. We finifhed our con- 
verfation on the happinds we fhould enjoy when at perfect 
liberty. After which I retired, and ordered a general 
meeting to be held on the 5th. I then vifited Mr. 
Stephanow, whom I found under the application of' 
blifters, having been in a continual delirium for three, 
days and nights.. 


C H A P. XXIII. 

VARIOUS PROCEEDINGS. THE CHANCELLOR RECEIVES INFORMATION 
OF THE ATTEMPTS OF THE EXILES, THE COUNT’S EXERTIONS TO 
PREVENT THE CONSEQyENCES OF THIS DISCOVERY. 

O N the 3d of April, Mr. Solmanow purchafed twenty- 
two butts and forwarded them to Tfekawka. Mr. 
Kuzneezow likewife advifed me, that he had purchaled a 
calk of brandy for feveh hundred and eighty roubles, 
which I immediately paid. MelTrs. Baturin and Wyn- 
bladth, who were commilTioned to fait filh, alfo informed, 
me, that they had prepared two calks of filh, and one 
calk of whale oil; but they could procure no more than 
four hundred and fifty pounds of flour. 

On the 4thMr. Kuzneezowinformed me that Mr. Gfurin . 
was going on board to fet the ihip to rights ; and confe- 

quently 
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qiiently thofe of our affociates who were engaged in the 
ved'el muft be ready to depart on the yth; and that in 
order to overlook the tranfadtions of Mr. Cfurin, he 
had determined likewife to go on board himfelf. I 
agreed to his propofal, earneftly adviiing him to exert 
every attention to promote the bufinefs intrufted to him; 
but at the fame time to hold himfelf in readinefs to 
return at the firft call. And, in order that our corefpon- 
dence might be rendered more certain, I commiflioned him 
to ftation a trufty native of Kamchatka at Mikutka, to 
carry my advices and orders to him. I was informed 
in the evening that the governor was indiipofed. 

On the 5th I put off the meeting ’till the evening, on 
account of the necelTity of vifiting the governor. On 
my arrival at the fort I found the whole family greatly 
afflidted, and the govern 95 very ill with a violent colic. 
I gave him a little extract" of aloes with brandy, and had 
the pleafure to fee him able to walk about by noon. He 
thanked me for my affiftance, and begged I would give 
him a provifion of the medicine which had done him fo 
much fervice. I refufed flaying to dinner, and returned 
home ; after which the general meeting was held, where 
I gave the fociety an account of the meafures I 
had taken to fecure the veflel St. Peter and St. Paul ; 
but I thought it likewife neceffary to exprefs to the 
meeting my fears of fome unfortunate accident. For this 
reafon I required that no one in future would go into the 
town without a companion, and that they would not haunt 
public hoiifes, where feveral difputes had arifen between the 
foldiers of the garrifon or coffacks, and my people. I ob- 
ferved that the moment of the execution of our projed; was 

nearly 
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nearly approaching, for which reafon it was of the utmoft 
confequencc to avoid every mifunderftanding, and to be 
upon our guard. I therefore exhorted th^ to remain 
peaceably in their houfes, and always near the chiefs 
\^hich I had nominated, in order that they might come 
together in cafe of any unforefeen accident, and be in 
readinefs to obey my orders. The whole company 
unanimoufly replied, that they would ftridly obey my 
orders, and that I might depend on their fidelity. Their 
readinefs gave me much fatisfadion ; I thanked them for 
their confidence in me, and regaled them with a large 
quantity of punch, the difpofal of which employed the 
company till four in the morning. 

On the 6th I remained at home the whole dsgr, at reft,‘ 
except in the evening, when I made a vifit to the go- 
vernor. On the 7th, Mr. Kuzneczow took his leave 
with ten of our companions. This day Mr. Baturin, in- 
formed me, that Ifmailow, Bofcarew and Z^likow 
had propofed a number of queftions to him cbiicerning 
the new colony ; and that he overheard Ifmailow whilpcf 
Bofcarew, “ we fhall get nothing out of him, for he is Sa- 
“ muelovicz’s friend, let us go to the others,” from which 
he fufpeded that thefe three men had received fomc in- 
formation of our projed. From this account I recol- 
leded, that Mr. Stephanow had been conneded with 
thefe perfons, and might have informed them of fome 
of the particulars ; I therefore went immediately to him, 
but he was not in a fituation to anfwer any queftions. 
Nothing therefore remained to be done, but to apply to 
Mr. Panow, whom I ordered to enquire for one of the 

VoL. I. F f three 
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three, and found his intentions, that I might take mjr 
meafures in time. 

Mr. Criiftiew, when infotm^d of this bufinefs;, aprr 
peared very uneafy, which was a ciroumftancc un- 
ufual in him, as he was a man of courage, and poileffed 
great firmnefs of mind. After refle<^ing a fhprt time, h^ 
told me, that he thought he fhould be able to lift the. 
bufinefs to the bottom ; but that there was reafon to fear 
a difcovery on the part of government which we couldi 
not avoid, fuppofing his ideas to be true ; for he told 
me that Ifmailow was related to the chancellor, and pof- 
felTed his confidence. The ftrong marks of apprehenfion, 
which I faw in Mr. Cruftiew, obliged me to requeft hia.^ 
thoughts concerning the information of Baturin. He re- 
plied, that he was fearful of an intrigue among women ;; 
and faid he was aiTured that it was Mr. Kuzneczow’s in- 
tention to carry with him the filler of ferjeant Kuzmin ;, 
and that probably he had divulged the fecret to that woman. 
On the other hand, he was convinced that Mr. Ifmailow 
likewife kept company with the fame perfon, whence he 
inferred, that Ifmailow had got fome hints of our pro- 
je<Jl, which led him to endeavour at a more per fed; 
difcovery. 

Mr. Cruftiew promifed that he would ufe every exer- 
tion in his power to come at the truth by means of the 
woman, and advifed me, in the mean time, to wait on 
the chancellor, and obferve his behaviour, from which I 
might eafily know whether his nephew had already fpoken 
to him concerning his difcovery. 

Thefe fteps appearing reafonable, I determined imme- 
diately to wait on the chancellor, while Mr. Cruftiew 

was 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 


219 

was employed in making his enquiries. On my arrival 
the chancellor received me with more politenefs, but lefs 
cordiality than ufual. He ordered tea, and, during the 
time it was preparingj our difcourfe turned firft on the 
government, in which the chancellor repeated all the 
advantages I had received from the chiefs, in forward- 
ing my projeds ; Hand twice faid that he hoped my zeal 
and condudt would juftify their opinions and proceedings. 
In anfwer to his difcourfe, I replied, that I was greatly 
aifeded with the marks of goodnefs I had received, and 
Ihould negledt no favourable occahon of {hewing my gra- 
titude. After a {hort paufe, the chancellor afked me how 
far I was connected with Kuzneczow. I anfwered, that 
Mr. Kuzneczow having rendered me elTential fervices at 
my firft arrival at Kamchatka, when I was in the 
lowcft ftate of indigence, I thought it proper to ac- 
knowledge his good offices, at a time when I was at 
my eafe. He replied, that he hoped my motives were 
fuch as I expreffed, but that he could not help taking 
notice that various reflexions were made in the town con- 
cerning our intimacy ; more particularly fince Mr. Kuz- 
neczow had been feen openly affifting the exiles, with 
a mufket in his hand, at the time of their difpute with 
the foldiers and coftacks, refpeXing Mr. Stephanow. 

This overture fufficiently fhewed, that Mr. Ifmailow 
had related his fufpiciohs or perhaps difeoveries to his 
uncle, for which reafon I determined to clear the way by 
one effeXual ftroke. I therefore replied, that I faw 
clearly from whence this prejudice againft Mr. Kuznec- 
zow arofe. I informed the chancellor, that Kuzneczow 
and his nephew, kept company with the fame woman, 

F f 2 whom 
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whom I named, being the lifter of Serjeant Kuzmin; and 
obferved, that jealoufly had didated this expedient to his 
nephew, with a view to prejudice his rival. 1 aftiired 
him that, with regard to myfelf, I was happy in the 
prefent opportunity of fpeaking my fentiments to him, 
as my benefa<ftor. I admitted, that it might be very 
convenient, and not unbecoming Mrii; Kuzneczow, to 
frequent the company of a common woman, though 
fuch a proceeding would very ill become his nephew, 
who enjoyed a diftinguiflied rank. But what more parti- 
cularly mortified my feelings in this bufinefs was, that I 
underftood it to be the intention of his nephew to marry 
the girl; for which reafon I had difppfed Mr. Kuzncc- 
zow to perfuade her to make a voyage with him toOchoczk, 
where they were to be married. I ended my fpeech by 
obferving, that I fhould have concealed this proof of my 
perfonal attachment to him, if there had not been reafon 
to fear that filence, at this moment, might impair his. 
friendfliip for me. 

The chancellor liftened very attentively, paufed a mo- 
ment, and then embraced me, faying, that if I had not 
come he might have taken a very dangerous ftep. He then 
informed me, that his nephew had conftantly repeated to 
him for fome days paft, that he was certain Kuzneczow 
and myfelf intended to leave Kamchatka, and take fome 
women with us ; adding, that he was fure of our plot, but 
would come at the bottom of it by new inquiries. The. 
Chancellor proceeded to fay, that, from the reiterated ob- 
obfervations of his nephew, he had determined to fend fot 
Mr. Stephanow, and examine him; but that he now confi- 
dered my arxivaLas a,happy circumftance, fince it had fpared 
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him the confuiion of intimating hi& fufpicions of me. My 
account, he faid, had opened his eyes, and fhewn him the 
necellity of regulating the conduA of his nephew. 

Affairs being in this favourable train, I begged him to 
enquire of Captain Cfurin whether it were not true that 
Kuzneczow intended to fail with him to Ochoczk, and 
whether he had not contracted lor the pallage of a lady. 

The chancellor immediately fent for Clurin, and after 
receiving the confirmation of what I had faid from him, 
he promifed me a complete latisfadlion on the part of his 
nephew. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

THE SUBJECT OF THE PRECEDING CHAPTER CONTINUED. 

I Was exceedingly happy in having remedied an affair 
of fuch a defperate nature, and haftened home, where I 
found Mr. Cruftiew in the utmoft uneafinefs. He could, 
not contain his anger at feeing me laugh j but began by 
informipg me, that he was certain that the chancellor 
had received information concerning us, and was now 
bufied in difclofing our projects to the government: 
for the fifter of Kuzmin had informed him, that 
Mr. Ifmailow had liftened to her difcourfe with Kuzncc- 
zow, under her window; in which he had promifed to 
marry her, if file would confent to go with him to Eu- 
rope ; obferving,. that the voyage would be long, but that 
he would make hex amends by his love and fidelity. 
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Upon which propofal flie had demanded, how he fiip- 
pofed it would be in his power to fail to Europe; and 
Kuzneczow replied, that there was no reafon to be uneafy 
about the fuccefs of any undertaking when dircAed by 
fuch chiefs as myfelf. She protefted that Mr. Kuznec- 
zow had faid nothing more; but that, after his departure 
Ifmailow entered, and infulted her, and directly after- 
wards went out, threatening to fend Kuzneczow to the 
mines. She likewife told Mr. Cruftiew that fhe had 
avoided fpeaking to Mr. Kuzneczow on the bufinefs, for 
fear of a quarrel. 

Upon this intelligence I delired my friend to go im- 
mediately to the girl, and diredt her to fay, if fhe fhould 
be fent for by the chancellor, that Mr. Kuzneczow had 
propofed and agreed with her to go to Ochoczk, where they 
were to be married, and that I had promifed her a mar- 
riage portion of a thoufand roubles, provided fhe would 
depart and avoid the vifits of Mr. Ifmailow. Mr. Cruf- 
tiew was pcrled:ly aftonifhed at this meflage, and afked 
if I thought him out of his fenfes. I faw that he did 
not comprehend my intentions, and therefore gave him an 
account of my converfation with the chancellor^ upon 
which he perfcdlly underflood the whole bufinefs, and 
haflened to execute my commiflion. For my part, as 
Mr. Kuzneczow was not yet gone, I fent for him, and 
gave him inftru Elions likewife, in cafe he fhould be quef- 
tioned by the chancellor. Thefe mcafures being taken, 
I found my mind more at eafe, and went to reft late at 
night, for I had found it impoflible to take any repofe 
during the continuance of my apprehenfions. 


On 
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On the 8th, I learned that the chancellor had examined 
Knzneczow and the lifter of Kuzmin feparately, and at 
day break had fent his nephew to Verciincy Oftrogg, with 
orders not to return to Bolfaretz without his confent. In 
the eveninp' the chancellor himfelf came to me, made 
a thoufand excufes for his fufpicions, and begged me to 
accept the portion I had promifed the girl, which, how- 
ever, I refufed, at the fame time intreating him to ex- 
cufe my taking it, as a proof of his confidence in my 
good intentions. 

On the 9th, Mr. Kuzneezow informed me of his de- 
parture, and afliired me that I might entirely depend on 
Mr. Gfurin. This news was fome confolation to me ; 
for though the chancellor was apparently reconciled, I 
could no longer depend on his confidence. I knew that 
inqutfitive difpofition would not permit him to banifti the 
adventure of his nephew from his mind ; and as the ftight- 
eft appearances might revive his fufpicions, I thought it 
proper to keep my people conftantly aflembled. With a 
view likewife to fecure myfelf againft any furprize, i en- 
gaged Mifs Nilow to pay a ftrift attention to every thing 
that pafled at the governor’s houfe, efpecially wdicn the 
chancellor was prefent* 

The fame day 1 aftembled the company, to whom I 
gave an account of all that had pafied between me and 
the chancellor, and declared, that though all our mea- 
fures were pcrfedlly well eftablifhed, 1 was morally hire 
that they would be ineffectual, becaufe I had every rea- 
fon to think that we fhould be difeovered before the time 
of the departure of the veffel. In confequence of this 
difeouraging profpect, I faid that I ftiould proceed tO' 

pro 
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propofe to the company another regulation. The meet- 
ing unanimoufly aflured me^ that they would agree to 
every ftep which I fliould think proper to be taken, fo 
that I needed only to give my orders, which would be im- 
mediately complied with. On this declaration, which was 
fo full of confidence, I reprefented to them that it would 
be impofiible for us to refill the force which government 
might employ againft us, if we remained near the town, 
and, therefore, that on the firft intimation of a difco- 
very, I fliould propofe to the company to retire to the 
fca-fide, where we might defend ourfelves in the intrench- 
ment of the light-houfe, which was provided with four 
large pieces of cannon, which would be fufiicient to keep 
the afiailants at a diftance ; and, in the mean time, as 
I could depend on Mr. Cfurin, I would dired him to 
bring the vclfel out of the Bay, by towing her through 
the ice, and that I did not defpair of carrying this pro- 
jedl into execution in the courfe of eight days. 

The company replied, that this ftep was falutary, and 
neceffary to be carried into execution. I therefore drew 
up inftru<ftions for Mr. Kuzneczow, which I forwarded 
to him by the hands of Sibeaw, at the fame time that I 
diredled Mr. Panow to diftribute money to fe-veral of our 
aflbciates, to purchafe gunpowder in all the fhops, and, 
if pofTible, at the great magazine. For I had been in- 
formed that the cannon of the redoubt of the light-houfe 
was well provided with bullets and grape fliot, though 
the quantity of powder was infufficient to fire fix {hot. 
I pafted the reft of the day with Mr. Cruftiew, in confe- 
rence on the means necefl'ary to be adopted in the pre- 
fent exigence of our circumfiances. 
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CHAP XXV. 

TARIOUS PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO THE PROJECTED ESCAPE 
OF THE EXILES, AND THE DISCOVERIES MADE BY GOVERN- 
MENT. 

O N the 1 0th, Mr. Baturin informed me, that Bofca- 
rew and ZablikoviA had written a letter to Mr. Ste- 
phanow, which was to be put into his hands by a Kam- 
chadal woman. I immediately fent notice to Mr. Panow, 
who undertook to watch his relation, to whom he went 
without delay, and returned with the letter, which he 
faid had been delivered the inllant before by the woman, 
and that after reading it, Stephanow had faid, “ I am 
“ the unhappy wretch who have produced all the mifchief 
“ which may follow,” and then intreated his relation to 
carry the letter to me, with a requeft that I would caufc 
thefe two men to be put to death, in order to preferve 
our fecret ; for he confeffed he had revealed the greateft 
part of it to them. The contents of the letter were as 
follows : 

“ The treatment you have experienced from the un- 
“ worthy chief whom you have chofen, has excited our 
“ compaflion. We are informed that your illnefs is not 
“ real, but that you are a prifoner, and, we therefore 
“ take this opportunity of affuring you, that we are 
“ ready to deliver you, and that you may depend on our 
“ willingnefs to facrifice our lives in the attempt. The 
“ oath we entered into with you, has prevented us from 
VoL. I. G g betraying 
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betraying your abominable chief ; befides which, we 
were unwilling to be the authors of the deftrudion of 
“ fo many brave men as have entered into the aflbciation. 
“ If your life be in fafety, fend us fome intimation, 
“ and inform us at what hour of the night we can 
‘‘ enter your prifon without being difcovered ; but if 
“ you think it proper for our interefts, that we Ihould 
“ deliver you from the tyrant, let us know your wifh, 
and his death is certain. Remember the engagements 
“ you have entered into with us, and be affured of our 
‘‘ fidelity. 

“ Signed, Boscarew and ZABLiKoWi” 

I read this letter in the prefence of fome of the aflb- 
ciates, to their no fmall confternation. Several of them 
were defirous of going to feek thefe two bravos, with 
whom they propofed to quarrel, and then difpatch them. 
Mr. Panow fupported this opinion ; but, for my part, I 
declared that I could not, without regret, confent to be 
the caufe of the death of two fuch determined young 
men, efpecially as I had realbn to think we might avail 
ourfelves of their fervices. For this purpofe, I propofed 
that Mr. Panow fhould perfuade his relation to fend them 
an anfwer, which I would draw up ; as I was well affured 
that we might caufe them to join us by this means, pro- 
vided' Mr. Stephanow confented to affift. Mr. Panow 
anfwered for him, whereupon I drew up the following 
minute : 

“ You will be convinced that my illnefs is real when 
“ you fee my hand- writing. I have kept my bed from 
“ the day I laftfawyou. I thank you, my friends, for 
“ the afliftance you offer, though it is unneceffaryj, for, 

I can 
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“ I can afllire you, that my whole confolation at prefent 
“ conlifts in the acknowledgment of my improper condu<^^ 
towards my chief. You hate him, becaufe I have 
defcribed him to you as a man worthy of hatred; but, 
“ I earneftly intreat you, by the oath we have entered 
“ into, not to aggravate my remorfe, by making any at- 
“ tempt againft this worthy and refpedable chief. I 
thought him my enemy, and ad:ed accordingly; I even 
“ fought his death. Doubtlefs you have concluded that he 
“ would revenge himfelf ; but, on the contrary, he has 
“ declared himfelf my protedior, and has preferved my 
“ life at the riik of his own. It is to him I am indebted 
“ for my fafety, and I intreat you to refpedl the protestor 
“ as your friend. I have written this letter, to prevent 
“ the confequences of your impetuofity; haften then to 
me, that I may inform you concerning my fituation. 
“ You are at perfed liberty to come, and 1 flatter myfelf 
“ that, on an interview, I fhall render you an elTential 
“ fervice, by bringing you acquainted with a man to 
whom you may unite.’* 

This anfwer being approved of, Mr. Panow carried it 
to his relation, who copied it, and fent it back by the 
meflenger who had brought him the letter. About 
eleven in the evening Mr. Panow requefted me to 
come to his friend, who was defirous of introducing 
Meflrs. Bofearew and Zablicow to me, with fix other aflb- 
ciates. When I arrived Mr. Stephanow begged me to come 
near his bed, took my hand and kifled it. He then 
proceeded to recapitulate all his faults, enumerated the 
marks of kindnefs and confidence he had received, and 
concluded, by intreating my forgivenefs ; after which, 

G g 2 without 
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without giving me dine to reply, he prefented Meffrs. 
Bofcarew and Zablikow to me, with their companions ; 
with the affurance that they delired to join our affociation, 
and that he could anfwer for their fidelity and attachment. 
On this offer I alked the gentlemen whether they were 
firmly refolved to enter into our fociety without being in- 
formed of our projedls and meafures ? To which they 
anfwered, that they had been informed of every thing, 
and were determined to acknowledge me as their chief, 
from their knowledge of the inducements. After this 
ftiort explanation I informed them, that I would exped: 
them at three o’clock tomorrow, in order to proceed in 
their reception. But as they requefted I would per- 
mit them to remain in future with us, I confented that 
they fhould flay all night ; for they protefted that they 
would not quit our dwelling till they were admitted 
members of the fociety. 

On the iith, I vifited the governor, who feemed to 
be meditating on fome fubjed that occupied his atten- 
tion, and as it was of confequence for me to become ac- 
quainted -with the reafon of his ferious deportment, I 
enquired, and received for anfwer, that he believed the 
chancellor was out of his lenfes, becaufe he had been 
talking to him of an enterprize purely chimerical ; for, 
continued he, the fool fufpeds you of an intention to 
defert, and has vexed me fo much, that I have fent him 
away in an ill humour : he has even dared to accufe my 
daughter of being a party in your plot. I anfwered, 
laughing, that I was very well acquainted with theweak- 
nefs of the chancellor, who though a worthy charader, had 
fuffered himfelf to be led by his nephew Ifmailow, a 

man 
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man jealous of my good fortune, and at enmity 
with one of my friends, Kuzneezow. 1 informed the 
governor, that Ifmailow had compofed a fidion, which 
had turned the chancellor’s head ; and then, with- 
out hehtation, I related all that had happened. My 
ftory put the governor into a chearful humour. He 
fent for the chancellor, who was furprized to find me 
feated with the governor. The latter began the conver- 
fation, by acquainting him that he had informed me the 
whole of the chancellor’s fufpicions ; and that, on the 
other hand, I had acquainted him with all that had 
paffed between us. The chancellor feemed to pay very 
little attention to this, but told me flatly that I was guilty, 
and that he repented the indulgence he had fhewn me in 
regard to time ; but as he was fo lucky as to find me in 
a place of furety, he fliould exhibit his proofs, and had 
no doubt but they would be fuflicient to induce the go- 
vernor to fend me to prifon. He then drew out of his 
pocket a letter from his nephew, which contained a con- 
firmation of his firfl; accufation, and an appeal to MelT. 
Bofearew and Zablikow, which when he had read, he 
demanded of the governor whether he had reafon or no 
to accufe me. The governor feemed to hefitate; but I 
feized the moment to propofe, that thofe two witnefles 
might be fent for, and promifed that I would own myfelf 
guilty, if they could prove the leafl; deliquency againft 
me. In fupport of my propolition, I obferved, that 
he well knew Stephanow to be my irreconcilable enemy, 
and that Bofearew and Zablikow were his intimate friends ; 
who, confequently, were in no danger of giving a flatter- 
ing depofition in my favour. I requefted, moreover, that 
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the governor would permit me to retire into his cabinet 
during the examination. 

This propofal was agreed to by the governor, and the 
chancellor was in the greateft rage to fee himfelf dared 
to this point. He therefore required them to be fent 
for, and as I had told him they were then with Stephanow, 
the meffengers were fent diredlly thither. In the mean 
time I took the liberty to rally the chancellor on his dif- 
covery. But the governor protefted, that if the alarm 
he had raifed ihould prove unfounded, he would break 
off his friendfhip with him. 

At length, however, the two witneffes were announced, 
and I retired. The chancellor {hewed them the letter, 
and they replied, that they knew the hand writing per- 
feftly, though they were ignorant of the fubjed: on 
which it was written, and, in a word, they knew nothing 
of any plot. They obferved that it was true that they 
were intimate with Mr. Stephanow, who had complained 
to them againft me, in confequence of which they had 
declared themfelves my enemies, and had fought occalions 
of quarrelling with me ; but that their oppofition 
was perfonal, and did not require them to depart from 
their characters as men of veracity. To this they added, 

that they recolleCted perfectly well, that Mr. Ifmailow 
had fome days before related to them a feigned ftory, 
contrived by himfelf, and had milled them fo far as to 
caufe them to feek opportunities of quarrelling, with a 
view to do me a mifehief. But that fince they had found 
that the whole of Mr. Ifmailow’ s narration was falfe, 
they had given up their quarrel, and were much morti- 
fied to find, that they had been fo far milled and in- 
volved 
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volved j though they could not avoid expreBing their 
determination, that Ifinailow Ihould fooner or later give 
them an account of his conduct. 

After this declaration, the governor politely difmifled 
MelT. Bofcarew and Zablikow, with the requeft that they 
would continue to entertain the fame fentiments of efteem 
and friendftiip for me. He then brought me out of his 
cabinet to be a witnefs of the confufion of the chancel- 
lor, who fcarcely durft look me in the face. I did not 
fail, however, to do my utmoft to reftore his confidence ; 
and, by dint of intreaty, I at laft prevailed on him 
to fpeak. He apologized for his error, by laying 
the blame on the malice of his nephew, againft whom 
he breathed forth imprecations. He made the beft excufes 
he could to the governor, who let him underftand that he 
did not approve fuch liberties. Thus the whole bufinefs 
of conciliation fell upon me, which, however, I performed 
with fuccefs, by the help of a few glafles of brandy. 

This affair being accompliflied, I went to Madame Ni- 
low and her daughter, who received me with open arms. 
The account I gave of what had pafled aftoniflicd and 
alarmed them for the moment ; but the happy termination 
was very fatisfadory to. them all, more efpecially Mifs 
Aphanafia, who was not a little unealy at the beginning 
of my narrative, I then took my leave, and bleffed the 
happy chance that had afforded me the means of receiv- 
ing into my party two fuch dangerous evidences, whofe in- 
timate acquaintance with all our defigns had put us com- 
pletely in their power. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF KAMCHATKA, IN CONSE- 
QUENCE OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE COUNT’S PLAN TO LIBERATE 
THE EXILES. 

O N my return home, I dined, and after dinner the 
ceremony of the reception ofMeffrs. Bofcarew and 
Zablikow was performed : after which I proceeded to 
relate to my companions the dangers I had palled, and 
publickly thanked our new affociates for their eminent 
fervice. 

We palled the evening together, and I did not quit the 
meeting, ’till I was informed of the arrival of the chan- 
cellor, who came to complete our reconciliation. I re- 
monftrated ftrongly with him on the abfurdity of his 
condud:, and allured him that, though I had done my 
bell to reconcile him with the governor, he mull not at- 
tribute this proceeding to my want of a due fenfe of the 
injury I fullained, but to a defire of feeing harmony prevail 
among the chiefs. I obferved, that he ought to have 
millrulled the infmuations of his nephew after the former 
difcovery of his plot, and the fallhood he had been 
proved to be guilty of. And I concluded by informing 
him, that I was willing to overlook this fecond affront ; 
but that if he Ihould fuffer himfelf to be milled into fuch 
an error a third time, I would not fail to feek my 
revenge. The chancellor protefted that in future he 
would ad with lincerity towards me, and we parted 
good friends. 


On 
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On the 1 2th I received a letter from Mr. Kuzneczow, 
wherein he informed me, that Mr. Cfurin was bufy in 
fitting out his vclTel, but that it was impolfible to clear 
the ice during the prefent month : That he would anfwcr 
for the taking of the redoubt, the lire of which would 
proted;the fhip, while the velTel in return would clear the 
approaches to the redoubt : That Mr. Cfurin was difpofed 
to fharc our fortune at all rilks, as he had his lady with 
him : And laftly, he concluded his letter by intreating 
me to facilitate the means of his female friend joining him. 
The friendlhip and attachment of Mr. Kuzneezow en- 
titled him to every return in my power; for which reafon I 
charged Sibaew, who brought the letter, to lend La Kuf- 
mika to Cfekawka in one of the boats. 

After dinner I was feized with a violent cholic, fucceeded 
by a fever, which forced me to go to bed. In the night I 
grew worfe, which obliged me to fend for Meflrs. Cruftiew 
and Panow, to whom I intruded the care and fiiperinten- 
dence of the company. 

On the 13th, Mr. Cruftiew having acquainted Mifs 
Aphanafia with my illnefs, ftie haftened to fee me, and, as 
I w’as informed after my recovery, never quitted my bed- 
ftde, nor fuftcred any other perfon to attend me. The 
fever continued, witliout any regular period, during the 
14th, 15th and 16th. On the 17th Mr. Meder bled 
me, and on the i8th he preferibed an emetic, by wliich 
treatment the fever left me on the 1 9th. 

On the 20th I was able to quit my bAl, and Mifs 
Aphanalia iniormed her mother of my recovery, who came, 
together with her other children, to congratulate me on 
the occaftoii. It was at this time I was iniormed of the 
lervices Mifs Aphanafia had done ; 1 thanked her with 
VoL. I. 11 h the 
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the utmoft fincerity, and was convinced that my gra- 
titude aficfted her exceedingly. After the departure of 
Madame Nilow, though her daughter Raid with me, 
Mr. Cruftiew gave me. an account that all our arrange- 
ments were in good order, and that the tranquillity 
which prevailed every where with refpedt to our interefts 
was fuch that we had no realbn for any apprehenhons. 

On the 2 1 ft I thought it necefl'ary to perfuade Mifs 
Aphanafia to return home, for which purpofe I reprefented 
to her that her prefence was neceflary to prevent our 
being furprized, for want of that information refpedling 
what pafled at her father’s, which no one could better 
obtain than herfelf. For thefe reafons I urged her to 
return as fpeedily as poflible : fhe admitted their force, 
and left me with tears. 

After her departure, Mr. Cruftiew informed me of his 
fufpicions that the chancellor, in conjundfion with the 
hettman, was meditating our deftruftion : For the hett- 
man, he underftood, was gone two days before to 
Verchney Oftrogg, and he had every reafon to believe 
that the adventure of the death of Levontiew was his 
motive, becaufe Bofearew and Zablikow had received a 
letter from Ifmailow, who fuppofed them ftill his friends, in 
which he informed them of the difeovery of an aflaftination 
committed by my order. In confirmation of this opinion 
Mr. Cruftiew fhewed me the letter, which clearly convinced 
me, that it became us to prepare for an open attack : 
for tho’ I was well aftured that the circumftances which had 
accompanied the death of Levontiew could not be brought 
in evidence againft me, yet I had juft reafon to fear that the 
depofition of the tajon, who had put the letter directed 
to the governor into my hands, would produce an effedt 

which, 
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which, fupported by the credit of the chancellor and 
the hettman, could not fail to overthrow me. The more 
I rcfledied on this bufinefs, the more critical I Ibund it, 
and as I was ftill too weak to lit up for any length of 
time, I gave Mr. Cruftiew a charge to admit the two 
exiles, companions of Mr. Ivaikin, into our fociety, as 
I was fufliciently convinced of their attachment. This 
was done the fame day, and they were ft) well fatisiied 
with this mark of conlidence, that they thanked me on 
their knees for the favour I had bellowed on them, as, 
they faid, of receiving them into my company, and 
giving them an opportunity either of avenging themfelves 
of the unjuft government which had opprefted them, or 
of dying in the attempt. 

On the 2 2d I aflembled the whole company, and 
caufed arms and the neceftary ammunition to be diftri- 
buted to each, in order that, in cafe our dwellings ftiould 
be invefted, they might not be unprovided ; and as 
there was reafon to fear an attack in the night, I gave 
regular orders for a guard and patrole. The arms were 
diftributed in the night for the greater fecrecy. 

On the 23d Mifs Aphanafia came to fee me incognito. 
She informed me, that her mother was in tears, and her father 
had talked with her in a manner which gave reafon to fear 
that he fufpe(3;ed cur plot. She conjured me to be careful, 
and not to come to the fort, if fent for. She exprelfed her 
fears that it would not be in her power to come to me again, 
but promifed fhe would, in that cafe, fend her fervant ; and 
fhe intreated me, at all events, if I ftiould be compelled to ufe 
force againft government, that I would be careful of the life 
of her father, and not endanger my own . I tenderly embraced 
this charming young lady, and thanked her for the intefeft 

H h 2 Ihe 
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Ihe took in my prefervation ; and as it appeared important 
that her ab fence fhould not be difcovered, I begged her 
to return, and recommend the ifllie of our intentions to 
good fortune. Before her departure I reminded her to 
look minutely after her father, and to fend me a red ribband 
in cafe government (hould determine to arreft or attack me, 
and, in the fecond place, that at the moment of an alarm 
fhe would open the fhutter of her window, which looked 
to the garden, and caufe a fledge to be laid over the ditch 
on that fide. She promifed to comply with my inftruc- 
tions, and confirmed her promifes with vows and tears. 

As foon as Mifs Aphanafia was gone, I thought it 
proper to fet up a pole for the conveniency of hoifting a 
light, and, at the fame time, I fent inftrudions to my 
companions that the light fhould be the fignal for 
rallying. 

On the 24th^ being bufied in preparing againft every 
furprize, I caufed a bridge to be broken down, which 
had been laid over a ravine that feparated us from the 
town ; and, inftead of the bridge, I caufed a fingle plank 
to be laid ; over which no more than one perfon could 
pafs at a time. At three in the afternoon, Mr. Cruftiew 
informed me that the hettman was on his return, and had 
brought with him the tajon in queftion, and that Ifmaitlsw 
was likewife with his uncle. This information was fufficient 
to point out the fteps it became us to take ; but, in order 
to obtain a more perfeiSt knowledge of the ftate of affairs, 
we fent ten of our aflbciates of the party of Bofcarew on 
difcovery. They did not return ’till very late in the 
evening, and reported, that the hettman had had a long 
eonference with the chancellor, and that about five in the 
evening, they had waited on the governor, accompanied 

by 
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by Ifmailow aiid a Kamfchadal chief. This report ciiufed 
us to double our guard dnd patrole, and the whole fociety 
remained under arms. 

On the 25th, in the morning, Mifs Aphanafia’s fervant 
brought me a red ribband. She told me verbally, to 
beware of coming to the fort ; that her mHlrefs as well 
as Madame Nilow, was in tears, as the governor had 
treated them with great feverity, and had even ftruck his 
lady. About ten o’clock the governor fent a ferjeant to 
me, to invite me to breakfaft ; to which 1 anfwered, 
that as I was not quite recovered of a dangerous illnefs, 
I could not wait upon him then, but hoped I Ihould 
be able to have that pleafure to-morrow. The ferjeant 
anfwered by advifing me to go by fair means, if I did not 
wilh to be dragged to the fort by main force. To 
this I replied in Ihort, by defiring him to mind his own 
bufinefs, and carry my anfwer ; at the fame time that I 
advifed him to make his confcllion before he ventured to 
come on any fuch enterprize. 

About noon I faw the hettman coming towards our 
houfe. I received him very politely, and he informed 
me that he came on the part of the governor to perfuade 
me to come to the fort. The bufinefs, he told me in 
confidence, was to difcufs one of the ridiculous fancies 
of the chancellor, which I might eafily overthrow, and 
confequently, that I ought to make no difficulty in ac- 
companying him. But when I replied, that my illnefs did 
not permit me to wait upon the governor, and that I 
certainly ffiould not go that day, he became angfy, and 
threatened to force me thither by his Cbffacks . I 
laughed at his threats, which did not tend to reftore his 
' calmnefs 
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calmnefs. He called out to his ColTacks to come in and 
compel me to follow him. I whittled, and fiye of my 
companions inttantly rufhcd in, and difarmed the hettman 
and two Coflacks, to whom I declared that they were 
my prifoners. 

After this ttroke, the hettman alked permiflion to 
write to the governor, and I promifed to difpatch a letter 
from him, provided it was firtt fubmitted to my perufal. 
In his letter he pronofed to the governor to enter into 
terms with me, at the fame time informing him that he 
was himfelf detained as a prifoner. Together with his 
letter I fent one in my own name to the governor, in 
which I explained that the premeditated treachery of the 
chancellor, which I was fufficiently informed of, had in- 
duced me to take this ftep, and that 1 entreated him not 
to conflder it as an attempt to incite an infurredion, as 
it depended on his excellency’s pleafurc to permit me to 
depart for Lopatka. 

About five in the evening, the governor fent me word, 
that if I did not fet the hettman at liberty, I fhould pay 
for my infolence at the price of my life ; that my trial 
would be proceeded on in full aflembly the next day, 
where, if I fliould be found innocent, he would take 
care that I fliould receive fatisfa^ion from the chancellor ; 
but that, in cafe I was confeious of guilt, he advifed me 
to come and apply to the goodnefe and clemency of the 
throne for my pardon. 

In a written anfwer to this mefiage I replied, that if 
myfelf alone were perfonally concerned, I would not he- 
fitate a moment to appear before him ; but as the chief of 
a party, acknowledged as fuch by his own proper order, 

I could 
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i Qotildb not ad without confulting my companions: and, 
as it was late, i propofed lik^wife to confult them on the 
morrow. I added, dbat my perfonal condnd, as well as the 
liberty of the hettmon, would depend on their decifion. 

At nine in the evening I lent a party of fix affociates 
to feize the chancellor, but he took care not to ftir out of 
the fort ; in his ftead, however, they brought me If- 
mailow, his nephew, Szudeikin, his lecretary, and the 
tajon, who was intended to be produced in evidence 
againfi: me. 

On the 26th I received two red ribbands from 
Mifs Aphanafia, at the fame time that I learned from 
one of our aflbeiates, that the governor had fummoned a 
council, at which no one could give an account how If- 
mailow and the tajon had been carried off ; that, as 
no witnefles appeared, the governor had reproached the 
chancellor, and threatened him with the elFe<Ets of his. 
anger, calling him a traitor, who took a pleafure in ex- 
citing difturbances ; and laftly, that every one was per- 
fuaded that, the accufation of the chancellor being falfe, 
Ifmailow and the tajon had difappeared, becaufe inca- 
pable of Handing the examination. He further repoj ted, 
that the governor, enraged at the witnefles not ap- 
pearing, had difmifled the council, and retired to the 
fort. 

At eleven o’clock I received a meflage that the go- 
vernor was convinced of my innocence, and confented 
that the company Ihould keep Mr. Hettman as an 
hoftage j but that, for the lake of the form, he would 
fend four foldiers for me, to whom he begged me to fur- 
render. In reply to this meflfage I aidwcred, that 1 

woukl 
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would entirely depend on the word and honour of tfii 
governor, who might fend his guard for me, and that in 
the mean time, I would do every thing in my power to 
perfuade my affociates to confent to my departure, which 
I had no doubt they would agree to, in confideration of 
their holding the hettman as an hoftage. 

Immediately after I had difmiffed this meflenger, I 
received another, with, a letter from Mifs Aphanalia, who 
intreated me to come to the governor, and alTured me that 
her father was more prejudiced in my favour than ever. 
I could depend on the integrity and attachment of this 
amiable young lady, and her letter might have had its 
influence on me, if I had not obferved that it contained 
many clippings of red ribband, which fhewed me in what 
manner to proceed. I therefore gave orders to Melfrs. 
Baturin, Wynbladth, and Panow, to place themfelves at 
the head of their diviiions, in readinefs to ad: in the 
night, as I expeded an attack, from the information I 
had received, that the foldiers of the garrifon, as well as 
the Coffacks of the town, were bufied in preparing their 
mms. Our number amounted to fifty-feven perfons, but 
Mr. Cruftiew informed mo that he had fent an order. to 
Mr. Kuzneezow to return with his people, and that he 
expeded him at the clofe of the night. In order that I 
might not be taken by furprize, I formed three divilions, 
who ftationed themfelves round my houfe, while the 
fourth divifion remained within. 


CHAP. 
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THE government sends a military force to take the count 

PRISONER, the exiles OPPOSE THEM, AND BY THEIR SUPE- 
RIOR BRAVERY AND MILITARY SKILL. ASSISTED BY A FORTUNATE 
CONCURRENCE OF EVENTS, THEY GAIN POSSESSION OF THE FORT, 
THE GOVERNOR IS SLAIN IN THE ATTACK. 

A t five in the evening, I obferved a corporal with four 
grenadiers, who came and ftopped at my door, 
where they called out to me to open it by order of the 
Emprefs. I jocularly anfwered that he lied, for that the 
Emprefe being at Peterlburgh, would not honour fuch 
a rafeal as him with her orders ; but told him that if he 
thought proper to behave with civility, we might per- 
haps tranfad our affairs in an amicable manner. Upon 
this he faid, that the governor had informed him that it 
was agreed I fhould follow him, and confequently that 
he was ready to comply with my wifhes in every refped, 
I then propofed that he fhould enter alone to drink a 
glafs with me, and afterwards take charge of fome papers 
that were ncceflary to be prefented to the governor. He 
confented, and I accordingly admitted him, fhutting the 
door after him, at which inftant he beheld four piftols 
prefented to his breaft, and was threatened with inftant 
death if he fhould dare to utter a fingle word. After 
conducting him into my chamber, I queftioned him con- 
cerning every particular 1 was defirous of knowing, and 
when his depofition was finifhed, I ordered him to call 
the foldiers one by one, each by name, to come in and 
VoL. I, li drink 
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drink a glafs, which he was forced to comply with, 
this manner I became matter of the detachment, which I 
caufed to be boimd, and depofited lafely in the cellar. 

At nine in the evening I received notice that a de- 
tachment had been obferved on their way towards the 
ravine. I therefore took the detachment of Mr. Wyn- 
bladth with me, and called out to them not to attempt 
to pafs. They anfwered by feveral mulkct fliot ; in 
return for which I ordered my party to fire on thofe 
who were foremoft, and after three had fallen the de- 
tachment remained motionlefs, and lay clofe with their 
faces to the ground. I could eafily obferve however that 
the officer had difpatched a man towards the fortrefs, 
ho doubt with the intention of requefting affittance. 
For this reafon I fent out a perfon upon difeovery, but 
nothing was perceived ’till about eleven o’clock, when I 
received information that a body of troops were advancing 
towards our rear, and that from the noife there was reafon 
to believe they had cannon with them. I gave orders to 
Mr. Wynbladth to obferve the detachment at the ravine^, 
^d after caufing the divifion of the center to join me, I 
myfelf advanced towards the enemy’s troops. Before we 
met, I few Mr. Stephanow, who, tho’ fcarcely able to walk, 
came armed, and had only time to tell me that he came 
to conquer or die with me. This refolution fecured him 
my etteem ; for though the poor man could fcarcely 
fuppOrt himfelf, he neverthelefs did every thing in his 
power to encourage the aflbeiates. 

When we came within the dittance of fifty paces, the 
commanding officer of the detachment called out to us 
to furrender ourfelvcs prilbners, otherwife he would not 

Ipare 
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us. I replied that it was neceflary we ihould know 
■the conditions, and he in return afked what conditions I 
wiihed to propofe. Our conference led us within fifteen 
paces of them, at which diftance we began our fire, and 
our adverfaries were fo difheartened at our firft difcharge, 
that they left their cannon and fled haftily towards the 
wood. The officer was highly to blame in this refped:, 
for if he had retired towards the fortrefs, we could never 
have forced it. His .mifcondu<5t infpired me with hope. 
No more than a fhort quarter of an hour was required to 
colle<£tmy people. I availed myfelf of their artillery to fire 
on the detachment placed behind the ravine; and my 
fire, though in the air, prevented any of them from ven- 
turing to rife; fo that I had perfeft liberty to approach 
the fort. The centinel feeing us come with cannon^ 
took us for the detachment, and, after challenging us, 
afked if we had brought the prifoners, to which I caufed 
one of my people to anfwer in the affirmative. The man 
then worked like a fury to lower the drawbridge; whicli 
done, we entered with fpirit, and finding only twelve 
men of the guard, they were quickly difpatched. While 
, a party of my aflbeiates mounted to dear the cafemates, 
I caufed the drawbridge to be raifed, and placed a^uard. 
Thefe precautions being taken, as I heard a firing in the 
court, and faw that my comrades were faftening the 
petard to force the inner gates, I ventured to pafs 
-^through a window which I found open. Madame Nl- 
. low and her children, at fight of me, implored my pro- 
tection to fave their father and hufband. I immediately 
haftened to . his apartment, . and begged him to go to his 
childrens room tp preferve his life; but he anfwered that 
he would firft take mine, and inftantly fired a piftol, 

I i 2 which 
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wliich wounded me: 1 was dc&^ous, oesrerthelefi, ^ 
preferving him, and continued to reprefent that ail reSA-* 
ance would be ulelefs, for which reafon I mlmted ham to 
retire. His wife and children threw themfelves on their 
knees, but nothing would atrad: he ilew upon me, &ized 
me by the throat, and left me no otha: altcrnativE than 
either to give up my own life, or run my fword through 
his body^ At this inRant the petard ex^oded and burft 
the outer gate. The fecond was open, and I &w 
Mr. Panow enter at the head of a party. He entreated the 
governor to let me go, but not being able to prevail on 
him, he fct me at liberty by fplitting his ikull. 

April 27 th. No wcM-ds ca 4 defcribe the unhappy fccne 
this event produced: Madame Nilow fell at my feet, her 
daughters fainted, and the firmnefs of my mind was fcarcely 
eq^uaJ to the fbock. 1 was ready to hnk to the ground, 
when Mr. Panow feeing me in this iituation obliged me to 
^uit the apartment, and aifured me that he would take ca^re 
of Madame Nilow and her family. He begged t would^ 
haRen to a party of my alTocmtes, who were Rill fighting 
with the foldiers. I went out into the court, where I faw 
a new fpe«Racle ; it was covered with d^d and wounded, 
feme of whom informed me that our companions were 
bufied in forcing a fubtetxaneous place,, in which fevcral 
foldiers had taken refuge. I made haRe to fave the Uvea 
of thefe unfortunate men, and having met with Mr. Wyn« 
bladth and CruRiew, with four other aflbeiatesy. quicks 
caed my Reps towards the baRion under which the 
cafemate ^s, when all at once we heard a mufket. 
fhot, and the cry of enemies. Thefe fhot were followed; 
by regular difeharges, which convinced us that they could. 

not 
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Bot proceed from the fire of our people, who were dif- 
perfed in various places. We therefore returned to our 
centinel^ who ktfrt ctactiftandj calling out, the enemy! 
.When we came to him, and mounted the banquet 
of the palilade, we Jaw a large party of Coflacks 
making preparadons fr>r an attack. In confequence 
of this, I detached Mr. Wyabladth to coIle<a all the affo- 
ciates, leavingpnly a guard of four men to watch over the 
Ibidiers in theedfema'te; and in the mean time I was forced 
to fiifbdn a biific attack. It was a fortunate circum-- 
ftance, however, that the ladders which the Cof&cks had 
"brought were too fhort, and the obfrurity of the night 
did not permit our cneimes to obferve the weakcft places 
©f the fort. Their continual fire aflifted us to dircd 
tjur murdering piecek at them, which flew fourteen men 
in ten minutes,, while no one on our fide had received a 
wound. On the arrival of Mr. Wynbladth with twenty- 
two aflbciatcs, we mounted two three pounders on the^ 
platform : two rounds from thefe were fufficient to dif- 
perfe our military opponents. 

After dieir retreat,, as we had" reafon to fear a fecond. 
attempt, we bufied ourfclves in mounting and charging 
all the cannon of the place, and afterwards cleared the 
court-yard and cafemates of the dead. The affociates 
©beyea my ordeils with the grcateft zeal and adivity, fo 
that at three in the. morning every thing was in. perfedL 
ordcr^ 
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c H A p. xxvm. 

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNT AND HIS PARTY OF EXILeS,’ FROM 
THE TIME OF GAINING" POSSESSION OF THE FORT, TO THE TIME OF 
THE SURRENDER OP THE MILITARY FORCE OF THE GOVERNMENT, 
WHO GAVE HOSTAGES' TO THE COUNT. 

T he centinel of the baftion having heard a fecond 
noifc on the city fide, I went up myfelf and faw 
feveral lighted torches in motion, which determined me 
to fend out fome perfons to make difcoveries. Mr. Cruf* 
ftiew undertook this commiflion, with two of the allb- 
ciates. 

After their departure I fent to requeft permiflion to fee 
Madame Nilow, which being granted, I waited upon her 
and found her on her bed. I threw myfelf at her feet to beg 
her pardon for having been the in voluntary caufe of die death 
of her hulband, and in treated her to confider my be- 
haviour towards him, when I was dcfirous of prefervirtg 
his life at the rilk of my own. Her grief, extreme as it 
was, did not urge her to make any reproaches.: fhe only 
aiked for her children, and begged that the guard 
Mr. Pajiow had fet over herfelf and them might he. witK- 
, drawn. But when I informed her that the guard was de- 
figned merely for her prefervation, Ihe confcmted that it 
might remain. With relpe^ to her children I was ignorant 
where they had been fecured; but a fcrvant informed 
us that Mr. Panow had conduced them into the hall, 
and had taken care to have them bled by Mr. Lapin. 
This fuggeflion reminded me of the propriety of Madame 

Nilow’s 
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)^ilow*s luidergoing the fame operation, to which ihc 
confented: I therefore haftened to fend Mr. Lapin with 
diredions for that purpofe; and as I did not think it 
decent to inthide myfelf upon a family fo overwhelmed 
with misfortune, I recommended to this gentleman to ufe 
every: care and attention in his power to mitigate the dif- 
trefles of their fituation. 

When I went out to vifit the polls, I received advice 
that Mr. Cruftiew had returned, and I therefore went to en- 
quire what he had difeovered. He informed me that the 
town was entirely abandoned by the men ; that the hett- 
man, delivered from his imprifonment by a party of men, 
had armed all the Coflacks, and had retired to the heights at 
half a league diftant from the fort, where he declared he 
would fl:arve us out; and that his troops did not amount 
to lefs than feven or eight hundred men. 

On this information *1 aflembled my companions, and 
reprefented to them that we were certainly out of the 
danger of an attack in the fort, but that if we fliould 
defer the taking a fpeedy resolution to a£l without loflng 
a Angle moment, we Ihould, perhaps, And ourfelves, in 
the courfe of twenty-four hours, fo well invefted, that we 
fhould not be able to get out, and by that means fliould 
be reduced to furrender at diferetion. from mere hunger.. 
I informed the. company of the report of Mr. Cruftiew, 
and requefted every one to give his advice refped:ing the 
proper fteps to be taken in the prefent ftate of embar- 
raflinent. But as no plan was agreed on, I difclofed mine, 
which 1 had already formed before hand, the moment 1 
was informed of the refolution of Mr.. Hettman. It was 
as follows* 


I declared 
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: 1 declared my refiidution to fend a debaciiment of 
twenty-two or twenty-four af^iates into tho tow4 to 
drive all the women and children into die church; 
that as foon as they fhould be there fecured, all the fur<« 
Hiture of wood and other comboRible matters which 
could be founds fbould be piled roimd the church. ; and 
when every thing fhould be thus dii^&d, which waa 
very poffible to be done before day-break, notice fhould 
be given to the women to prepare themfclvcs for death, 
at the fame time that they fhould be inhirmed that 
the determination of their hufbands to oppofe us by 
force hadleft us no other expedient than to facrihce their 
families. And Uftly, that ^ter this declaradmi it fhould 
be propofed to the women to fend three of their number, 
with twelve young girls, to their parents, to require them 
to lay down their arms. 

The company agreed to this prdpefal, and Mr. Panow 
undertook to carry it into execution. But he obferved that 
it was neceflary in his opinion to convey the body of the 
governor into the fame church, with the intention of more- 
efFe<3:ually intimidating the women. After his departure 
I gave the neceflary orders, and the body of this un- 
fortunate chief, whofe life had been ever dear to me, 
was inftantly carried to the place of defHnation. 

The continual hurry of action had made me forget my 
wound ; but I was defirous of taking advantage of this 
moment of tranquility and accordingly fent for Mr. La- 
pin, who declared that the confequences might be dan- 
gerous, becaufe I had fuffered the blood to coagulate. 
In fad: the frpfl: had congealed a laige quantity, ^nd, in 
order to thaw it, I was obliged to approach the which 

gave 



COUNT DE BENyOWSKY. 34^ 

gave nje the moft «xcruciatmg pain. I could not ftand 
up nor walk until Mr. Lapin had extraded the ball, in 
which operation I found him very ikilfull. After my 
wound had been dreffed, as I was not capable of ufing 
my leg, he eaufed me to be conveyed into the chamber 
where the rejft of the wounded men were, and where I had 
the mortification to fee nine dead, and feven dangeroufly 
wounded of my party, with more than fifty foldicrs of 
the garrifon wounded ; the dead having been thrown into 
one of the baftions. When I had given mrders that the ne- 
cellary afliftance might be adminiftered to all who were in 
wjmt of it, I retired into the hall of the chancery to reft ; 
but my uneafinefs refpedimg the fiiccefs of my projeft, did 
not permit me to take any repoft until the return of 
hlr. Panow, who related that he had Ihut up more than 
a thoufand wcanen, girls and infants, who had all unani> 
moufly rcquefted leave to fend fome one of their number 
to their hulbands, whom they promifed to bring back to 
our feet. 

The day beginning to appear, I thought proper to 
haften this expedition, and determined to fend one of my 
aflociates with the woman, beating a drum as the fign 
of a parley, at the lame time that he fhould carry a 
proper fummons to the following effect : 

“ We are informed of the relblution you have taken 
“ to block us up in the fort, and reduce us to the 
necelfity cidier to perilh by hunger, or have recourfe 
“ to your mercy by lurrendering at difcrction. Tliifi 
“ relblution Ihews very little judgment on your part ; 

for in truth it is impolfible for you to perfuade us that 
“ your determinations are direfted to this end, while you 
VoL. I. K k have 
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“ have left in our power the moft precious depoiit which 
“ nature has given you, your wives, your daughters, 
“ and your children ; who muft fecure us from your 
“ fenfelefs rage, unlefs you are monfters abhorred by 
“ nature. You will be the real executioners of your 
“ families, and their blood will cry out for vengeance 
“ againft you. It remains in the mean time for you to 
“ adopt one of the two propbfitioiis we here make.” 

“ We demand that, one hour after the reception 
“ of this meffage, you lhall fet at liberty the four aflb- 
“ dates you made prifoners at the time the hettman was 
“ fet at liberty ; and that afterwards you (hall lay down 
“ your arms, and prefent yourfelves unarmed at the 
“ fort, in order that we may take hoftages from amongft 
“ you, which may be neceflary to prevent fuch incidents 
“ as may hereafter occalion new hoftilities.’ 

“ 2 . That, on your refufal to comply with thele pro*- 
“ pofals, we will fet fire to the church in which your 
“ wives and children are confined. It lhall be their 
“ tomb ; their cries will convince you of the accom- 
“ plifhment of our refolution.” 

“ We fend the prefent to you at nine o’clock precifely ; 
“ haften to aflemble, and carry into execution fuch refo- 
“ lutions as you may judge moft fuitable to your prefent 
“ fituation. Our refolution fliall be carried into effedl 
“ at ten precifely.” ^ 

After having caufed the prefent writing to be figned 
by the chiefs of our afibciation, I fent Sibeaw towards 
the CofTacks, with four women and twelve children. 

After the departure of our meflenger the alTociates 
bufied themfelves in amafiing the wood of chairs, tables, 

&c. 
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.&c. and different utenfils round the church. About 
eight o’clock Madame Nilow afked to Ipeak with me ; 
but when £he heard that I could not rife to pay my 
refpedts to her, fhe came herfelf, with her youngeft 
daughter. The fatigue I had endured throughout the 
night, and the effufion of blood which had altered my 
countenance, made her to forget her own grief. She ran 
towards me, and her firft words, which expreffed her 
fears for my fituation, afforded no fmall confolation tb 
my mind. This worthy lady, after {Hewing a propdr 
fenfe of the lofs of her hufband, told me, that, though 
propriety forbad her feeing me, {he could not avoid 
declaring at that moment that {he acknowledged my 
innocence in all that had paffed ; and that {he had with 
wonder beheld my forbearance, at the time when wounded 
by her kulband, and in the moft imminent danger of 
my life, I did not ufe my arms againft him. For this 
caufe, {he faid, I was ju{li{ied in her opinion ; but that, 
as it would be impollible for her to make the public 
adopt the fame fentiments, {he had refolved to retire 
immediately after the funeral of her hulband j for the 
performance of which {he reque{led my permi{Iion and 
fupport. She continued her difcourfe by telling me, 
that, with regard to her daughter, as {he few her firmly 
attached to my perfon, and could not expofe her to the 
refentment of her fillers and her family, {he confented to 
put her into my hands, provided I would promife to efta- 
blilh her in the manner I had allured her, by marriage. In 
this fituation, urged by the necefilty of calming the mind 
of an unhappy mother, whole virtue and firmnefs of foul 1 
have every reafon to admire, I promifed all Ihe required. 

K k. 2 She 
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She then embraced her daughter, advifed her always t:o 
prcferve the feme attachment to me, and wiflied her 
every happinefs ; and at laft haftily rifing, flie paffionately 
exclaimed, you arc the caufe of the lofs of her fether, 
become her hulband, and be a father to her I 

She departed, and he^ daughter informed me that fhe 
had been tormented by the reproaches of her lifters, who 
openly accufed her of having been in the plot, though 
file would have gladly confented to the lofs of her own 
life to have preferved that of her father. At thefe words 
fhe burft into tears, but continued her difeourfe by ob- 
lerving, that, in the prefent iituation, no other refource 
oi^red itfelf to her but to follow me ; but, in order that 
the public might not reproach her mother for having 
confented to her departure with me, flie requefted that 1 
would caufe her to be carried off. 1 promifed to proceed^ 
accordingly ; after which fhe likewife retired, wifhing me 
fuccefe in the condu<ft of my enterprize. 

At a quarter after nine, having received no anfwcr 
from the Coffecks, I ordered four fires to be lighted, at 
the diftance of tluree fathoms from each angle of the 
church. At half an hour after nine, I received intelli- 
gence that a number of handkerchiefs were feen faftened 
to piquets on the mountain, with which fignals were 
made. At three quarters after nine, about fifty men 
were feen. running with all their force towards the fortrefs, 
but without arms, which led me to think that the 
Coffecks had determined to furrender. At eleven minutes 
after ten, two; Cc^fecks appeared before me, almoft 
breathfcfs, who told me that they had been difpatched to 
inform, me that my firft propofitiomwas accepted, and 

thaty 
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that, in the courfe of half an hour, the whole troop 
would prefent themfelves unarmed; for which reafon 
they begged me to proceed no further until they could 
arrive. 

A moment afterwards Sibeaw likewife arrived, and de- 
clared that on the firft reading of his letter, they had deter- 
mined to march ftrait to the church to deliver their fami- 
lies, but on being informed by the women that the com- 
buftible matters were piled together, and the fire at hand, fo 
that their refolution would only haften the deftrudion of 

0 

fo many innocent creatures, they entered into a debate, 
which could end only in the imprifonment of the hett- 
man, whom they were bringing to me. At a quarter 
paft eleven, the troops at laft arrived, and as I had given 
my orders to Mr. Panow, caufed thofe to enter int^ 
the fort whom I had determined on as hoftages, and fent 
the others to the church to bring their wives into the town. 
At the fame time he took the precaution to fend a de- 
tachment to the mountain, for the purpofe of guarding 
the arms until they Ihould be removed into the fort. 
Every thing being thus in a ftate of tranquility, I caufed 
the cafemate to be opened, out of which, came forty- two 
foldiers and the chancellor, whom I fent to accompany 
the hettman. The number of our hoftages amounted to 
ftfty-two perfons, all principal men of the place, whofc- 
Uvea were to anfwcr for the behaviour of the people.. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

TRANSACTIONS FROM THE TIME OF THE RECEIVING OF HOSTAGES 
FROM THE MILITARY OF THE PROVINCE, TO THE FIN4L EMBAR- 
KATION OF THE COUNT AND HIS PARTY IN THE ST. PETER AND 
ST. PAUL. 

A t noon Mr. Panow made a review of our aflbeiates, 
and reported that Mr. Meder was not prefent. 
Search was made among the dead, but he was not found, 
and we were very uiieafy concerning his fate, until 
Mr. Cruftiew affured us that he believed he was fecurely 
hidden at home, and that if I pleafed to fend he had no 
doubt but he would be found in the oven. Mr. Panow 
immediately fent four armed companions, who returned 
with him, but before he was brought in, Mr. Cruftiew in- 
formed me that Mr. Meder had been found on his knees, 
and that on their entrance he cried out he was in- 
nocent, and knew nothing of the plot. This recital 
made us laugh, but I was greatly furprized when I heard 
that Mr. Meder ftill believed that he was in the hands of 
government. For the more perfeft affurance of this, I 
lent for him. At his firft appearance he threw himfelf on 
the ground, and repea^pd his oaths that he knew nothing “ 
of the plot. I caufed him to be lifted up, but this did 
not prevent his taking me for the governor, and con- 
tinuing his delirium. It was not ’till after I had fhaken 
hands with him, and given him a glafs of brandy, that 
he came to himfelf, and freely related, that at the firft 
firing he withdrew into his houfe, and prayed to God for 

our 
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cur prefervatiohi and that about day-break, having heard 
theCoffacks knock at the door, he fainted away, and when 
he came to himfelf he was convinced of our deftruftion ; 
an idea which had deprived him of his prefence of mind. 

After taking a little refrefhment, I gave my orders to 
each of the chiefs. Mr. Cruftiew was charged to go down 
the river to feize the corvette St. Peter and St. Paul, with 
the ailiftance of Mr. Kuzneczow and his party, and to bum 
all the other {hips or barks. Mr. Baturin was ordered to 
examine the magazine and the treafury, to make an in^ 
ventory of their contents. Mr. Panow undertook to 
fuperintend the funeral of the late governor, and the 
burial of the dead. Mr. Wynbladth had the care of the 
military fervices ; and for my own part, as my wound 
became exceedingly painful, I was incapable of per- 
forming any duty j but I placed all my hope in the {kill 
of Mr. Meder 5 for Mr. Lapin’s knowledge extended no 
further than to the treatment of wounds. 

In the evening I entreated Madame Nilow to permit 
me to fee her, but {he refu{ed. In the night Mifs Apha- 
na{ia came to fee me, and after expre{ring her grief for 
my fufferings, fhe informed me that Madame Nilow in- 
tending to depart in two days, it would be necellary to 
carry her olf as foon as polllble. I dilllpated the appre- 
henlions of this amiable young lady, and afterwards had 
a light {leep. 

On the 28th, every preparation being ready for the 
funeral, I gave orders to acquaint Madame Nilow that the 
ceremony waited for her orders. She determined that it 
jfhould be performed without delay. The whole town 
was therefore obliged to repair to the church ; and the 

burial 
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burial was made with the greateft pomp* Twenty ojie 
guns were fired from the fortrcfs. After this ceremony I 
ordered Mr. Panow to perfuade the archbifhop either by 
threatenings or promifes, to preach a fermon in the church 
in favour of the revolution we had produced, and after- 
wards to receive the oath of fidelity, from all my com- 
panions towards me, upon the gofpels at the altar, and 
that after all this cerem(Miy he fhould carry away the 
miraculous image of St. Nicholas, in order that the 
liturgy might be duly performed on board. This pro- 
ceeding appeared to me to be uleful, as by means of 
their religious fuperftition, I might have the greater power 
over the minds of fuch as were governed by the prejudices 
of their faith. I pafied this day under a fever, and was 
informed in the evening, that every thing had been con- 
dudted in the beft poflible order. Towards midnight the 
fever returned, and I had only time to inftrud: Mr. Panow 
of my intention to carry off Mifs Nilow, and to give him 
my reafons for fo doing. 

May the 2d. During the three foregoing days I was de- 
lirious, in which time I was bled three times, and Mr. Panow 
did not think proper to interrupt me ; but at three in the 
afternoon Mr. Meder affirming that I was out of danger, he 
informed me that Mr. Cruftiew had taken poffeffion of the 
corvette, and that the inventories of the contents of the ma- 
gazines were made ; the people being at preftnt bufied in 
colleding provifions for our voyage. And laft of all he in- 
formed me, that Madame Nilow was gone, and that the in- 
ftant before her departure ffie came to fee me, and wept bit- 
terly, without fpeaking a word. I then aiked what was 
become of her daughter, and he replied, that the evening 

before 
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"Irefore the departure of her mother) he had eaufed her to 
ccMue out of the window without the leaft knowledge of 
her lifters, whO) at their awaking, made a difturbance* 
But that their mother having haftened their departure, 
fhewed great figns of refentment againft her daughter who 
had efcaped ; by which means her other lifters were per- 
fuaded that the difappearance of their youngeft lifter was 
voluntary. He informed me, that lince their departure 
Mils Aphanalia had not quitted my bed-lide until this 
day, after Mr. Meder had allured her that I was out of 
danger, and perfuaded her to take fome reft. 

In the evening, finding myfelf fomewhat better, I ad- 
mitted the ofiicers of my party and my aflfociates, to whom 
1 exprefled my ftrong fenfe of their behaviour. This day 
I ordered rafts to be made, to carry our artillery and am- 
munition (Ml board the velTel, and on this fame day like- 
wife eighteen volunteers offered themfelves to follow my 
fortunes, among whom was Ifmailow, the nephew of the 
chancellor. This man had contrived fufferings for the 
fecretaty of the chancery, Mr. Szudeikin, by charging 
him with all the mifehief he had himfelf intended doing 
to the company ; and during the night, he infinuated 
himfelf fo well into the good opinion of my companions, 
that he obtained not only his pardon from them, but 
likewife their aftiftance to revenge himfelf on Szudeikin 
for feveral different proceedings. 

This rafeal conducted them to the houfe of Szudeikin, 
who certainly had mad^ no attempts to injure us, where 
they draggeef him out of bed, beat him fevereiy, and after 
pillaging his houfe, left him half dead. 

On the 3 d of May, after I had received an account 
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from Mr. Panow of the conduct of Ifmailow, I cauled 
him to be put in irons. On the fame day I had, the ar- 
chives of the chancery packed up, to carry thein with me. 
The great quantity of furs which my officers found in the 
magazines, made me perfectly eafy, as to the means of 
providing for the fubhftence of all my companions on my 
arrival in Europe. I therefore began to enjoy fome calm- 
nefs, when at ten o’clock Mifs Aphanafia came to mc;. 
She at firft ufed every effort to conceal her forrow and 
tears, but they at laft overcame her attempts,, and,: as ffie 
was oppreffed by extreme grief, I had not much difficulty 
in obtaining a knowledge of what afflicted her. The in- 
Ibrihation fhe had received gave me great uneafinefs at 
firff V hut at laft ffie infpired me with that refped: which a 
noble confidence produces in all the affairs of life. This 
amiable young lady put a letter into my hands, and 
{imply faid, I know all, forgive the firft emotions of grief y 
I am prepared, and you have no future weaknefs to fear. 
Surprized at the refolute tone with which ffie pronounced 
thefe words,. I opened the letter : it was written by Ste- 
phanow,. who informed Mifs Aphanafia, that after having 
been deceived and betrayed by me, ffie owed the moft 
eminent vengeance to herfelf and family j to effefl which 
he offered his fervices. He informed her that I was 
married, and confequently incapable of placing her in any 
eftimable rank of life. He. reprefented, that after this in- 
formation,^ as ffie could never become my wife, ffie could 
not without diflionour follow my party and he finiffied 
his letter by declaring, that he would, efffice her ffiame by 
my blood, for which purpofe he waited only the re-efta- 
bliffiment of hishealth, in order to offer her his hand. 

This 
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This letter, at any other time, would have infpired me 
:«with pity for an unhappy man, who was rufhing haftily 
to his deftrudion ; but at that moment it affedled me 
ftrongly. For I had propofed to defer my confeflion 
-until I could procure a proper match for the young lady; 
In this ftate of aftonifhment fhe roufed me out of my 
reverie, by faying, “ Liften my dear friend, do not af- 
“ Aid: yourfelf : your Aphanaha will not be unhappy. 
She loves you, and will always love you. She cannot 
call herfelf your wife, but you may keep her as your 
child.” Immediately after which fhe faid,‘^ Shall it not 
be fo, my dear papa.” This ingenuity and freedom ol 
charader, united to the heroic fentiments of fo amiable a 
perfon, went to my heart, and I could not avc^d paying the 
tribute to fuch elevated fentiments, I begged her pardon 
for having concealed my Atuation from her, and pleaded 
in my juftification, that I was aduated by a regard for my 
family, and conneded with a company whofe members had 
expofed their lives to preferve mine ; and, with a view to 
intereft her ftill more, and obtain her indulgence, I like- 
wife urged as an excufe, the fentiments that I entertained 
for her. My words, though very ill calculated for my 
juftification, were received with fuch intereft as fe- 
cured my pardon, which fhe pronounced by declaring, 
that nothing in the world could deftroy her attachment 
for me. She added, that fhe would be contented to live 
in the country where I fhould fix my abode, and fhould 
enjoy perfed happinefs in feeing me, and calling me 
father. Her hopes, fhe faid, were to enjoy perfed repofe 
in the bofom of my family, as fhe was refolved to renounce 
marriage intirely ; and the only promife fhe requefted of 

L 1 2 
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tne was, to coniideF her as my own dai^hter,. and permit 
her to change her cloathing, with a view that, whea 
cloathed as a man, Ihe might be lef& embarraGlng to 
jne. 

Mr. Panow interrupted our eonverfation. This ^thful 
friend being informed of what had paiTed, dehred leave 
to go and deftroy his relation j but foon after, hearing the 
refolution of Mifs Aphanafia, he threw himfelf at her feet,' 
tEO render homage to her courage. She at laft retired with, 
that tranquility of mind which can only refult &om a re- 
folution firmly taken. After her departure Mr. Panow 
Hiformed me, that he had heard the day before, that Mifs 
Aphanafia had difcovered my marriage, though he had 
not been able to difcover the name of the perfi>n who had 
betrayed me. He begged me to permit him to abandon 
his relation to jufiice, in order to deliver fociety from a 
monfter, who, by his intrigues and wickednefi, might here- 
after lead the whole company to deftrudion. it was not 
without great difficulty that I could difluade him from his 
intentions, but at hJk I fucceeded. At this infiant 
Mr. Baturin arrived, who informed me he had been prefent 
at a fcene with Mr. Stephanow, where Mifs Aphanafia 
having come in, made the battereft reproaches for his want 
©f attachment and fidelity" to me. She declared that fhe 
defpifed his cHarader and his perfon; that fhe had never 
looked upon him in any other light than as a monfter of 
impiety and ingratitude ; that he was hafely miflakcn to. 
think that fhe had ever wifhed to become my wife, as 
Ihe knew my fituation from myfelf : and that her deter- 
mination to attach herfelf to me was as a friend and^ 
daug^ter«. She fioifhed. her difeourfe by advifing Ste- 
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l^hmow tp enter into liis own breaft, to every ide?^ 

of love towards her, and alter his behaviour in future. 
Btephanow, irritated at this difcourfe, became furious^ 
and took up one of the piftols which laybefi.de his bed i. 
but Baturin dilarmed him, and caufed him to be imme- 
diately conduded into a feyarate houfe, where he was at 
that time, guarded by tswo of the aflbciates. 

This day I diftributed among my afibciates all the 
money of the imperial cheft, and a (|uaatity of filk, fatitn, 
and taffaties. I likewife received a letter from Mr. Ctuf- 
tiew, who prefled me to haften to the port, in order to 
rellrain the aflfociates, who had behaved improperly to 
the natives. 

May the 4th. This day a council was held to judge 
Mr. Stephanow, and fent^ice was pafled, that he ibould 
]be ejtcluded, in every relped, from thek meetings, and 
from all command among the aflbciates. Jufi: before the 
Inreakii^ up of the committee, Mifs Aphanafia prefented 
herfelf in the drefs, and with the arms of a man, and the 
company named her Achilles. Her figure in this drefs 
was charming, and flie certainly had as much courage as 
it is poflible for a woman to have. About noon the rafts* 
being ready, I fent twenty-five of the aflbciates to die fea 
fide, with thkty-thiee hofiages under their care, the 
charge of whom was embarrafling to me in the town. I 
Hkewife lent one hundred and forty-fix fiedgesn by 
land,, loaded with forces, to be embarked on board the 
corvette. 

On the 5th. of May,, 1771, I ordered the priell to> ce- 
lebrate folcmn divine fervke, and at the reading of tihe- 
gofpel I caufed all the aflbciates whn were prefent to eater 
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iato an oath of fidelity towards me. At the end of thil 
fervice I gave an entertainment at the fort, at which feveral 
of the inhabitants were prefent. At half paft feven o’clock 
I gave orders for our departure on the 6th of May. 

On the 6th, after having nominated perfons to_ the ad- 
miniftration, and caufed the inhabitants to make oath that 
they would do nothing without the confent of me or my 
companions, during the whole time we fliould continue 
at Kamchatka, I effected my departure, and the bufinefs 
was tranfaded to the great contentment of both parties, 
though from different caufes. At eleven o’clock in the 
evening, I arrived at Tfekawka, where I was received 
with enthufiafm by my companions and by Mr. Cfurin, 
commander of the corvette, who allured me that the 
veffel would be ready to fail on the nth of May. 

On the 7 th, after vifiting the works, I was fatisfied with 
the afiiduity of my companions. My fatisfadion was ftill 
greater to fee one hundred and eighty Coflacks at work, 
whom they had forced to afift them. This day Mr. Cruf- 
tiew warned me that the Kamchadal tajon of Kawka 
had entered into an oath with a lieutenant of the gar- 
rifon, who had efcaped, and had promifed to affafllnate 
me, at the fame time that he informed me that the tajon 
was come, and requefted permiflion to fpeak to me. I 
gave immediate orders to feize him, and bring him before 
me, where he denied the accufation, though he admitted 
that the lieutenant had made the propofai to him. A 
piftol found on this emiffary aggravated his cafe, and con- 
vinced me of the propriety of adminiftering to him fifty 
ftrokes of a bludgeon. He had fcarcely received twelve 
before he confefled his crime, and declared that the lieu- 
c - tenant 
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tenant was then wkh the ta|on of a neighbouring vilh^Cy 
together with Mr. Gurgiew, brother in law to Mr* Cruf- 
tiew, who was ftrongly attached to the late government* 
Upon this depofition, I fent Mr. Kuzneczow, with fix af- 
fociates, to feize the criminals, whom they brought back 
at five o’clock. Their fentencc, and its execution,, was 
deferred till the following day. On this day I received a 
requeft from more than thirty women and girls, who 
were defirous of following the fortune of their friends, but 
as it was impolTible for us to take fo large a number of 
people on board, three only were accepted, and the others 
were refufed, with the promife, that on our arrival at the 
firft ifland, we would fend the vefiel for them. 

On the 8 th in the morning, the company condemned 
lldr. Gurgiew the exile, and Mr. Valnoy the lieutenant, 
to receive fifty ftrokes of the knowt, and the tajon double^ 
the number. This was inftantly executed, and Meflrs, 
Gurgiew and Valnoy- were fent to the town to be cured,, 

On this day fourteen exiles arrived from difierent places, 
and begged me to receive them into our fociety, which- 
was agreed to. At fix o’clock the vefiel, having under gone: 
a complete repair,, was rigged, and twenty-two bears were 
this day faltedas part of our fea ftock. 

On the 9th and i oth the company were bufied in load- 
ing the vefiel. On the nth, all being ready for depar- 
ture, I delivered the holfages, and fent them back to* 
the town, except Mr. Szudeikin, fecretary of the chan- 
cery, whom the company forced to- embark,- to- ferve 
them, in quality of cook, for which they gave us as x 
ueafon, that it was necefiary he fliould do penance for- 
the mifehiefa he had occafioned to the fociety at Ka*n*- 

chatka,. 
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<;l^tka. On my arrival on board, I hoifted the colours of 
the confederation of Poland, which ceremony was attended 
with the difchaxge of twenty guns. 


CHAP. XXX. 

A SHORT EXTRACT OF VOYAGES MADE TO THE EASTWARD OF KAWP 

CHATXA. 

A S a fupplement to this volume, I fhall give a fliort 
extrad of the different voyages undertaken to the 
eaftward of Kamchatka, the manufcripts of which I found 
in the chancery. 

In the year 1728, captain Beering, in company with 
captain Tfchirikow, made an expedition to difcover the 
continent of America ; but they went no further than cape 
Naninikoy, which the Ruffians fuppofed to be cape 
Tfchukotfkoy. This firft expedition not having anfwered 
the intentions of the court of Ruffia, Mr. Kreniczin made 
another in the year 1729, whieh was not attended with 
any greater advantage. The third expedition, undertaken 
by thefe two captains in the year 1741, was more fuc- 
cefsful. They vifited the coaff of America, and fome 
iflands. Captain Beering, on his return, was fhip- 
wrecked on an ifland near Kamchatka, on which he died, 
and the crew, in honour of their captain, named the ifland 
after him. Captain Tfchirikow received his crew on 

board. 
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Isoard) and returned to Kamchatka m the year 1742. 
His relation fatished the minds of the RufHans, and ef- 
pecially the traders, who haftened to fit out veffels in 
queft of the riches of thefe new iflands. 

The fecond expedition was that of two afibciates^ 
Buffo and Srebernikow, who went no further than Bee- 
ring’s and the copper illand. This voyage was undertaken 
the 2 2d of May, 1745, and they returned in 1746. 

The third expedition was that of Nevodfchikow, like- 
wife, in the year 1745, in the galliot Eudochia, in 
which he failed to the Aleuthes iflands, neareft to Kam- 
chatka. The great number of beavers he took afforded 
him a, fufficient booty, and induced him to return, after 
having left traces of unexampled cruelty behind him. 
He carried off with him feveral young people of the natives 5 
but no more than one lived to arrive at Kamchatka. 

The fourth was performed in the year 1747 by two vef^ 
fels, fitted out by and belonging to Mr. Cholodilow, a 
merchant. One of thefe veffels anchored at Beering’s ifle, 
and after hunting on this ifland, returned to Kamchatka. 
Her companion direded her courfe towards the eaft, and, 
after vifiting feveral iflands, brought back a very rich 
cargo of beavers and foxes* fkins. 

The fifth was performed in the year 1750 by a com- 
pany under an exclufive privilege. No great progrefs 
was made in this expedition ; for the firft iflands having 
fufficed to load the four fliips, they returned to Kam- 
chatka, 

The fixth expedition was that of Nikiphor Trapef- 
nikow, in the year 1750. The government fent on board 
his veffel a military officer, with twenty-five Coflacks ^ 

VoL, I. Mth they 
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they vifited fcrferdl df Alehthds iftdhds, attd ofi tftetr 
return they faMcly rcpbf-ted that thte^ had ftibj^i&:ed thefe 
iflands to the pbiver of Ruffia. iFbr Ih tht yeat iy$2 the 
goverrior of KameHatkd; having fent a fbtthik With fdine 
Coflacks^ to recdVe the tribute, they Werfe all dut o|F. 
The fetdrh of Trajiefnikow ^datly ihfctealed the tagd fbr 
fittihg but veffels, his Angle veflel haViiig brought back 
a cargo worth thie hundred and fbrtjr-tWo thoufand 
roubles,’ 

The fevifehth voyage Was undertaken by the ^the Tra- 
pcfoikbWi in the year 1754, on board the brigantine 
St. Nicholas. This voyage .produced the difcovery of the 
iAand Atak. 

The eighth was made by SrebernikoW, who firft dif- 
cbvered the Hlands of Pokes. iHe vf^ent as far as 29 deg, 
of longitude from Boliha. 

The ninth was undertaken by Tolfty in the year i 756j'; 
who proceeded as far as Ulanaxa,. and returned with a 
cargo valued at two hundred thouland roubles. 

The tenth enterprize was made by Stadeneczow, in the 
year 1757, who ran aground on the iiland of Urumufir, 
where moft of the people on board were cut off. 

The eleventh was undertaken by Trapefnikow, who de- 
parted from Kamchatka in the year 1758, and after having 
vifited feveral iflands, came at laft to Urumufir, where he 
was repeatedly attacked by the natives, who flew twenty- 
fix of his people. 

The twelfth was undertaken by Bofcarew in the year 
1760, who went as far as the ifland Alaxa, which is very 
near the continent of America. Moff Of His crew were cut 
^off by the natives of that place^. 

The 
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were to form a colony ; but the ^die c^|n,t 

maiidieff of the^ t^e ,ilof$ pf fo^r, a^ the 

fifth rietmnfdj three yegfs abfence. ugLji^der^^ 
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The fourteenth was undertaken by Soloniow, in the 
year r ?^4.* v:effel ^Qored 09 tjie ,cq^ rpf ,th9 main 

land of Ameelc^ which the commander rniilaking for 
the illand of Unalakfa, he had continual combats with the 
natives, and atlaft, after a confiderable lofs, was com- 
pelled to retire to a fmall ifland, on whofe inhabitants he 
inhumanly revenged his lofs. Two thirds of his people 
died of the feurvy before his return to Kamchatka. 

The fifteenth voyage was made by Oczederin, in the 
year 1765. This navigator confined his views to fifhing 
and the chace in the fmall illands, and did not venture to 
approach the coaft of Unalakfa. 

The fixteenth expedition was made by captain Peter 
Kreniezin, who quitted Kamchatka in the year 1768* 
and inftead of endeavouring to carry his difeoveries as far 
as the continent, he remained two whole years on a fmall 
ifland, from which he fent his armed ^ilors, his canoes, 
and fliallop, to hunt and fifh, and to trade with the 
natives ; fo that government received no other benefit than 
that of paying out the charges of the expedition. Captain 
Kreniezin likevvife derived no advantage from his voyage ; 
for he was drowned in the river of Kainchatka, by his 

M m 2 ctew 
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crew, on his return, in the year 1 770, Mr. LevafchieffJ. 
therefore, was the only gainer, for he had all the profit 
without receiving any blame, as hcj in quality of fubor- 
dinate to Mr. Kreniezin, was not refponfible for the be- 
haviour of his commander. 

The feventeenth expedition was that of the corvette 
St. Peter and St. Paul, in which I had the gcxxl fortune to 
quit Kamchatka on the 12th of May 1771?, and arrived at 
Macao on the 2 ad of September in the fame yean * 

* Here ends the firft Volume, according to the divHidn made by thft: 
Count,, wbofe fignature is a^ed to the manufeript in this place. 


C H A P. 
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MINUTES DRAWN UP, FOR THE PURPOSE OF FORMING A CHART, TCf- 
GETHBR W'ITH DETAILS RESPECTING SIBERIA AND THE SEA COAST 
OF KAMCHATKA; AND A DESCRIPTION OF THE KURELLES AND 
ALEUTHES ISLANDS, 

A Wifli to profit by the leifure time I enjoyed, and to 
divert diia^eeable refle^ons, led me to form this 
chart, and to add fuch information as I could obtain re-* 
Ipeding the eaftem parts of the northern continent, in 
order that they mi^ht ferve for the inftrudion and alllfi- 
tance of enter prizing navigators. *■ 

A defcription of the town of Jakutzk, the remoteft 
town in Siberia, fitiiated in northern Tartary. This town 
lies f in the fixty-third degree of north latitude, at the dis- 
tance of one hundred and twenty-five french leagues from 
Ochoczk, a town and port on the eaftern coaft of the fron- 
tier. Jakutzk is fubje^ to the government of Irkuczk,, 
and is under the command of a voivode. In the year 1764. 
it was reckoned that forty thoufand fouls were fubje<^ 
to the government of this town, including the whole 
nation of the Jakutt Tartars, a wandering people, who 
occupy the immenfe defarts which form this province,. 
The town is inhabited by exiles and Coflacks, who are 

always 

* The chirt here mentioned has nor come to the hands of'tHe editor : it is 
therefore fup|>ofed that the Counttook.it with him in his laft expedition, whero, 
in all probability, it was loft. , 

f In lat. 6a deg. i min. 50 fee. N. and long. 147 d^. E. from Ferro: both- 
determined by oblervation. See Coxe’i Ruffian Difeoveries, page 387. 
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always armed in readinefs to keep the Jakutt chiefs in de- 
pendence. On the banks of the river Lena ilands a fortrefs 
built in wood; the garriibn of which confifts of one 
hundred and fifty foldiers. Several rich merchants are 
fettled in this town, who carry on the fur trade. All the 
caravans that pafs from Rufiia to Gchoczk or Kamchatka 
are obliged to winter in this town, on account of the great 
quantity of Ihow and the exceflive cold, which prevents 
them from going forward during the whole winter, which 
lafts full eight months. 

In the year 1770, a confidcrable quantity of cannon, 
anchors, cables, and other marine fiores, atrired in this 
town deftined for the port of Ochoczk, whwe it was in- 
tended to dlabiilh a more confiderable foa force ; but the 
impoiribility of drawing thefe heavy articles by dogs, 
obliged government to give ^ the proje^. I found one 
hundred and twenty- five officers exiled in this province, 
who, fince the reign of the prefont Emprefs, have been 
banifbed into this barbarous country. The communica- 
tion between this town and Gchoczk is kept up by the 
Jakutts, who are ( 4 >liged annually, in the month of 
J une, to provide fix thouland horfes. The caravan em- 
|)loy6 three months on the toad from here to Ochoczk, 
and thehorfos pafs no further than Judoma; from whence 
dogs and fledges are made ufe of to carry their merchan- 
dize to Ochoczk. 

When I came myfolf along this road, on which I was 
detained ninety-five days, I faw no more than eighty 
horfes, with which we were fished, and all thefe, ex- 
cept foventcen, died cm. the road. It is impoffible for go- 
yernment to remedy this inconvenience, which, in pto- 

cefs 
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db^ lof timfe, jmifE cut off all scommomcktiow- by land'w 
Oclioczk. The profpe^a of ibis event has* engaged the 
Ruffah governnwnt to make preparations for fecuring the 
navigation of the river Amonr, which falls into the lea to 
the fouthward of the ifland Sauchalin^ and runs through the 
fouthefn parts of Siberia. 

The town of Uda is lituated on the banks of a river of 
the Ikine name in 55 deg. 24 min. N. lat. and 341 deg, 
30 min. long ffom Kamchatka. This fmall town is in 
habited by one hundred families of exiles, who have 
thrown off their hibjedion to the Ruffian government,, 
and eftablilhed regulations among themielves.. The in- 
habitants of this town have opened a trade with Korea, 
,fflKl can live without the afliftance of Ruffia. Inftead of 
oxen and cows, this new colony maintains a flock of elks,, 
the ftefli of which is good ; the females afford a conff- 
dcrable quantity of milk, which they make into butter and 
cheefe. I have eaten of both, at Jakutzk. This province 
affords the moll beautiful labies, and rivals the commeree: 
of Ruflia, to the no ffnall prejudice of the latter; 

In the year 1770, the government of Oclioczk de- 
tached a ferjeant, named Lohner, with twenty-four fol- 
diers and eighty Coffacks, to reduce the town, of Uda ; 
but this troop, inftead of executing the orders intruftedi 
to them, deferted, and fixed their abode in Korea. 

The river Uda would be navigable, if its entrance were 
not Hopped by quickfands. From Uda to Ochoczk the 
coaft runs N. E. and may be failed along wkh lafety every 
where, at the diftance of three leagues ; the depth of 
water being from fourteen to fifteen fathoms. The whole, 
extent of this coaft is inhabited by the Tungufi, whofub- 

m 
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fifl: *oii tlieir Eocks of elks, and the Tidiaies, which 
fometimes get agiound. It has been obferved that the 
eurrent fets from N. to S. on this coaft the whcde year 
round, and the tide rifes iix feet four inches. 

The port of Ochoczk * in the lat. of 59 deg. 19 imn. 
N. and 348 deg. 10 min. long* from the meridian of 
Kamchatka, is formed by a river of the fame name. 
The entrance of this harbour is due north. The town 
is built on the banks of the river, and a pretended fortreis 
commands the harbour. The exiles are employed in fea 
affairs, and there is no year which is not iignalized by fome 
revolt. This difpohtion which is maintained by defpair, 
will open the entrance of Siberia to the firft comer, and I 
can confidently affirm, that the arrival of the firft foreign 
veffej will produce a revolution in Siberia : for from 
Ochoczk to Tobolczk there are at leaft one hundred and 
fixty thoufand exiles, or their defcendants, all bearing 
arms. The different hords of Tartars would join the 
common caufe to overthrow the Ruffian dominion. This 
event cannot be far diftant, and Ruffia will find herfelf, by 
a ftroke of this nature, deprived of a!l that fupport which 
alone enables her to play a principal part in Europe, by 
virtue of the confiderable augmentation of her revenue. 

Several veffels are difpatched yearly from this port : one 
to Idziga ; one to Tigil ; three to Kamchatka, and eight 
or ten to the Aleuthes iflands. The cargoes of thcfe veffels 
cpnfiff in tobacco, a fmall quantity of flour, brandy, 
gunpowder, and fome toys. On their return they bring 
back the Ikins of fables, martins, beavers, foxes, rofto- 

mak's, 

* Lies in 55- deg, 1.1 min. N. lat. and 160 deg. 7 rttin. F. long, from Ferro, 
both by obleryation. See Coxe’s Ruffian Difeoverks, page 387. 
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maks, bears, ermins, elks and copper, which they have 
for fome years paft brought from Beerings iile. The 
Ruffians have hitherto carried on this trade without inter- 
ruption; but fince the defertion of fever al exiles, who 
have fixed their abode in the Aleuthes iflands, and en- 
tered into alliance with the favages, feveral vefiels have 
been taken, and their crews cut off. Several others like- 
wife have furrendered their veffels, and have eftabliflied 
themfelves in thefe iflands, inftead of returning to Siberia. 
The fpirit of defertion being thus excited among the 
common people, veffels are no longer fitted out but with 
apprehennon ; and the parties concerned petition go- 
vernment to put troops on board each veflel, to keep 
their crews in fubjedtion. But who can anfwer for the 
ideas of the foldiers : they likewife are men, and the love 
of liberty may have its influence on them as well as on 
others. 

Ruffia is indebted, for the peaceable poffeffion of this 
trade, only to the diftance and the fecrecy it preferves 
refpedting its advantages, and the indolence of the other 
ftates of Europe, which have not made fuflicient enqui- 
ries into the fources of the power of this vaft monarchy. 
The immenfity and extent of its poffeffions appears in- 
credible to them, and prevents them from adopting the 
opinion, that, with the flighteft facrifice and exertions, 
its force may be overthrown, and deftroyed at plea- 
fure. 

The province of Ochoczk is in all rcfpedls the mofl: 
difagreeable fpot on the face of the earth; covered with per- 
petual fnow and icc, it produces neither vegetable food, 
nor even pafliue for cailic : all the fubfiftence which is 

VoL. I. N n found 
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found there, 9onfift8 in fifh and rein deer. Thefe laft 
animals are fed with mofs, which grows on the rocks. 
In the province of Ochoczk grows cedar wood of pro- 
digious thicknefs and height, very proper for fliipping; 
the coaft from Ochoczk to Taoui runs from E. to 
E. N. E; and at the diftance of three leagues off fliore 
The depth of water is from fourteen to fifteen fathom 
fandy ground. The current fets from north to the eaft- 
Ward. 

Taoui is a fmall town and fortrefs, built on the banks 
of a river of the fame name, in which refides a hettraan 
of Goflacks, with twenty exiled families, to keep the 
Coflacks in dependence. It is fituated in 6o deg. 15 
min. N. lat. and 353 deg. 50 min. long, from the me- 
ridian of Kamchatka. The river of Taoui forms a harbour 
of fmall depth, and the communication between Taoui 
and Ochoczk by fea, is carried' on by the boats called 
Bajdara. 

Idziga is a town and fortrefs, built on the banks of, the 
river of the fame name, in which refides a voivode with a 
garrifon of one hundred fbldiers, three or four hundred 
Coffacks, and about two hundred families of exiles. 
This town reckons fix thoufand tributary Coffacks, who 
are continually at war with the people Cfuckfi. It is 
fituated in the 63d degree of north Ltitude, and 4 deg. 
20 min. E. long. fromBolfha. 

Cape Penffna lies in 62 deg. 28 min. N. lat. and 4 deg. 
28 min. long, from Bolfha. This cape divides the gulph 
of Penfina into two arms ; the northernmofl receives the 
river of Penfina, on the banks of which Hands the town 
and fortrefs of Anadir. 


The 
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The river Penfina is fituated in 63 deg. 30 min. N. lat. 
and 8 deg. 15 min. long, from Bolfha. The entrance of 
jthe river is hardly practicable, on account of the hinken 
rocks and ice which continually float in it. 

The town and fortrefs of Tigille is fltuated on the banks 
of the river of the fame name, which forms a very beau- 
tiful harbour, though fliaflow, in which fmall veflTels 
only can enter. The entrance of this harbour lies in 58 
deg. 42 min. N. lat. and 2 deg. 50 min. long, from 
Bolflia. The town is commanded by a voivode, and 
the garrifon compofed of eighty foldiers, one hundred 
Coflacks, and two hundred exiles. The Cfuckfi often 
infult the outer gates, and kill travellers. The limits of 
the province of Kamchatka are eftablilhed at two verfles, 
to the fouthward of this town. I fliall proceed to give a 
more ample account of this province. 


N n 2 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

A DESCRIPTION OF KAMCHATKA. 

K Amchatka is a confiderablc pcninfula, extending to 
58 deg. 41 min. N. lat. and terminated to the fbuth- 
ward by a cape fituated in 51 deg. 15 min. N. lat. Its 
form on the map refembles a dog’s tongue. Many rivers 
abounding with fifh run through this peninfula, but none 
of them are navigable, excepting the river of Kamchatka 
and the river of Bollha. The river of Kamchatka is 
named Santal by the natives. It falls into the fea on the 
eaftern coaft of the peninfula in 56 deg. 15 min. N. latv 
and its courfe before it falls into the fea is from N. to S. 
On the banks of this river is built a town called Nifney 
Oftrogg, commanded by a lieutenant immediately depen- 
dant on the governor of Kamchatka, who refides in the 
town of Bolfha, the capital of the province. 

The town of Nifney Oftrogg is compofed of three hun- 
dred houfes, inhabited by a mixture of Coflacks and 
exiles, with a fmall proportion of natives : the town has 
two churches where divine fervice is performed by a pro- 
topope and fix other priefts. The diftrid; fubjeded to 
this town contains about three thoufand Kamchadales, 
who are conftantly employed in the chace and fifliing. 

The fecond town of this peninfula is Bolftioreczkoy. 
Oftrogg, which, as I have obierved, is the capital. It is 
compoled of five hundred houfes regularly built, which 
form one Angle ftreet inhabited by Coflacks. It is fitu- 

ated 
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ated in 53 deg. jo min. N. lat. and takes its name from 
the river on whofe banks it (lands. For the name Bolfho- 
retzkoy denotes a great river, and BoKhoretzkoy Oftrogg, 
is as much as to fay the town of a great river. 

To the fouthward of the town, within cannon-fhot, is 
built a f^rtrefs, tolerably regular, having a ditch, five 
baflions, and twenty battering cannon. In this fortrefs 
the governor refides, , with a garrifon of two hundred and 
eighty foldiers under his command. At a fmall diftance 
from the fortrefs (lands the metropolitan church, which 
is a wooden edifice, at a diftance from all other build- 
ings. The place of the exiles is to the Weft of tJie 
town, near a wood, at the diftance of half a league. 
It was in the vicinity of this town that my place of exile 
was appointed, and in which, by the fpecial grace of 
her Majefty the reigning emprefs and autocratrix of all 
the Rufiias, a fufficient fpace of ground was to be af- 
figned for the burial of my body. Happily, however, the 
order of predeftination did not agree with the orders of 
this fovereign power. For, after my arrival in a ftate of 
flavery at the end of the year 1770, I found myfell maf- 
ter of the entire province, the town and fortrefs, in April, , 
1771. 

The town of BoKha is five leagues diftant to the eift- 
ward of the fea coaft, and from the mouth of the river. 
In a ftrait direftion from Bolftia, on the eaftern coaft of 
the peninfula, is fituated, the harbour of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, which has fufficient depth of water to recti vc. 
the larged veffels, though its entrance is difficult. 

This port is perfectly well adapted for building ftiip- 
pingj but, as there is no wood proper for that purpofe 

to 
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to be found throughout all .Kamchatka, it is i^ibnable to 
think that Ruiha will derive no advantage from this cir- 
ciiinftance. Xq the northward of the peninfula is a vol- 
cano, which wa^ in the ftrongeft date of irruption during 
nay day. I vifited it, and, as I have already mentioned, 
narrowly efcaped becoming the vidtim of my curiofity. 

The ground of this peninfuJa exhibits one fingle tra<d 
of fnow, interfperfed with mountains, many of which 
throw Qvt burning matter, and from which a number of 
rnineral fptiags iffue forth. No vegetable has thriven in 
this ungrateful climate; for every experiment hitherto made 
has tended to corroborate this alTertion. The greateft 
advantage which Rullla might derive from Kamchatka, 
befldes its furrs, would be to eftablifti fmelting works 
for iron and copper. Unfortunately, however, the cru- 
elty with which the Ruffians have treated the natives 
has diminiffied the number. For, at the arrival of the 
Ruffians, their number was reckoned at feventy thouland, 
and during my day it fcarcely amounted to eleven thou- 
fand, a number which muft in future be ftill more dimi- 
niffied by the oppreffion they fuffer. They are forced 
to contribute annually a number of Haves for the fervice 
of the foldiers and Coflacks, and are befldes compelled 
to the fea fervice. Fjom the moft authentic examination 
I am afliired that the population of the whole peninfula, 
in the year 1771, conflfted of 
364 Soldiers. 

29 Land .officers. 

422 Ruffian hunters. 

T 500 Coflacks and their officers. 

^6 Civil officers. 


82 Ruffian 
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82 Ruf&an merchants. 

700 Defcendants of libwatcd' exiles, 

1 600 Exiles of different conditions. 

8goo Male Kamchadales, 

2 or 3000 Female Kamchadales. 

40 Ruffian women.. 

200 Women^ defeendants of fhe exiles-. 

1 5963 Total 


CHAP. XXXIIL 

REMARKS ON THE COAST OF KAMCHATKA. 

I. the eaftern coaft the depth of water is un^ 

fathomable, and a conftant current fets from 
north to fouth. 

2. On the weftern coaft the depth of water is regular, 
being ten fathoms at the diftance of one league from ftiore, 
twenty at the diftance of two leagues, and fo proceeding to 
one hundred fathom, beyond which diftance no foundings 
have been taken. The current is from north to fouth. 

The communication inland is continually kept up by 
fledges drawn by dogs ; but the travellers are often bn- 
ried in whirlwinds of fnow. The coafting trade is carried 
on by Bajdou, which are the boats of the country made 
of planks fewn together with whalebone. The north eaft 
co^ of Kamchatka is inhabited by two nations. Coflacks 
and Cfucklies, enemies of the Ruffians.. 

The 
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The different capes of this , continent are 
Cape niim, htuated in 58 deg. 3-6 jmin. N;. lat. and 
5 deg. 45 min. long, from Boiflaa. 

Cape Olata, 59 deg. 30 min. N. lat. and ii deg. o min, 
long, from Bolflia. 

Cape Suatoi 62 deg. N. laL and 22 deg. 9 min. long, 
from Bohha, 


C H A P. XXXIV. 

A description of the alexjthes islands discovered to the 

EASTWARD OF KAMCHATKA. 

A S all thefe idands which lie further north than 60 
deg. N. lat. are uninhabited, I fhall wave the dc- 
fcription of them, and bnly infert them in my chart, 
tliough the Ruffians pretend that the Cfukefies often 
land on thefe idands in their paffage from one continent to 
the other. This affertion appears to me to be fo much 
the better founded, as having myfelf feen both the capes 
at one time, I have no doubt but that thefe emigrations 
are continually made. The cape * of the weftern coaft of 
America, lies in 63 deg. 15 min. N. lat. and 26 deg. long, 
from Bollha. To the north-eail of this cape lie two 
idands, which it is affirmed were formerly inhabited, but 
as they were found without inhabitants in the lad: expe- 
dition of captain Levafcheff in the year 1768, I lhall pafs 

them 

* This muft have been Clerke’s ifland. See Cooke’s laft voyage, vol. iii. 

h 1779* 
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them without further notice, and proceed to more inte- 
refting details. 

1. The ifland of Barou is lituated in 59 deg. N lat. and 
2 3 ‘•deg. 13 min. long, from Bollha. No wood grows on 
this ifland, but it abounds with beavers and fea wolves. 

2. AlaGifcha Homin, a cape of the continent of Ame- 
rica, is fituated in 58 deg. N. lat. and 25 deg. 33 min. 
long, from Bolflia. The coaft from this cape runs to the 
north-weft as far as 59 deg. 45 min. N. lat. The bottom 
is very' irregular, and ful! of fand-banks and rocks. 

3. The ifland of Kadick, fituated in 54 deg. 30 min. 
N. lat. and 33 deg. 16 min. long, from Bolflia, is very well 
peopled, and abounds with beavers and foxes ; it is full 
of fulphur, and the inhabitants have wrought iron, which 
they receive in exchange from the continent. * This 
ifland is but moderately wooded, and has a river, the en- 
trance of which lies from north to fouth, and its depth 
between eight and ten feet. During the fummer, a large 
quantity of wild geefe and ducks come to this ifland, of 
which the inhabitants collect great ftore. Their navi- 
gation is performed in canoes made of Ikin. Nine other 
iflands, all inhabited, are reckoned in the neighbourhood 
of the ifland Kadick, frpm which they lie to Ibuthward, 
and fouth-fouth-weft. Thefe iflands are frequented by 
the armed veflels of the hunters from Ochoczk and Bolflia : 
but the account received by a veflel which returned from 
thence in 1 769, and brought home feveral arrows with 
heads of filver, is entirely falfe, as it has been fince dif- 

VoL. I. O o covered 

* La Grande Terre, America, I fiippofe, the natives of which may receive 
It by the progrefs of exchange from Hudfon’s Bay, and other parts of the 
caftern fides of that continent. 1'. 
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covered, that the commander of that expedition caufed 
thefe filver heads to be made himfelf, with the view of 
obtaining a recompence from government. The truth is 
that thefe iflands abound with foxes and beavers, and that 
in the year 1770, on the 28th of October, a veflel re- 
turned, which had been fitted out by Arfenic Kuzneezow 
with nine thou fand beaver fkins, and three thoufand foxes 
ikins. It muft be obferved that the beavers of thefe 
ifiands are preferable to thofe of Canada, and that each of 
thefe beaver Ikins fell in China at the price of eighty, 
one hundred, or one hundred and twenty roubles, and 
for near twice that fum in Japan. 

4. The ifland of Foxes is fituate .in 53 deg. 45 min N. 
lat. and 31 deg. 28 min. long, from Bolfha : it abounds in 
foxes, and is well peopled. The inhabitants know how 
to work in iron and copper. They obtain the iron from 
the Ruffians, and the copper is the produce of their own 
country. This ifland has a very good harbour on the 
north-eafl fide; but the inhabitants, who have received 
amongft them many Ruffian deferters, have made prepa- 
rations for defending the landing. However, they are 
very willing to trade ; and the Ruffians in this pacific 
way obtain, in return for brandy, glafs ware and iron, 
and an immenfe quantities of furs. 

At a fmall diflance to the north-weft lie four other 
iflands, and three to the fouthward. Thefe laft are fteep 
too, and are comp>ofed of a mafs of rocks. The channel 
among them is very dangerous ; its direction is fouth- 
eaft and north-weft, but the fea is often fb agitated, and 
the furf is fo dangerous as to threaten the difmafting or 
overfetting of vcffels which may venture through. 

5. The 
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5. The ifland Armfchud, fituated in 53 deg, omin. 
north latitude, and 29 deg. 14 min. longitude from fiollha, 
is likewife well peopled, and contains a regular town 
governed by a tajon or chief. In the year 1768 the 
crew of an armed veffel of hunters having found a large 
quantity of marcalite and copper ore on this ifland, took 
thofe minerals for gold, and fixed their abode there, to 
amafs a quantity of riches. Some mifunderftanding 
occafioned a wax between them and the natives, the event 
of which was unfortunate for the Ruffians. Since that 
time Mr. Ochotyn, an exile, who deferred from Kam- 
chatka, fixed his abode in this ifland, and made himfelf 
their chief by having contracted alliances with the natives 
of the country. 

6. The ifland of Urumufir is fituated in 52 deg, 
35 min. North latitude, and 28 deg. 15 min. longitude 
from Bolfha : It is very populous, and governed by feveral 
tajons, who are all fubjedl to a chief, whom I fhall have 
more particular occafion to mention in my journal. 
Two other ifland s lie north-eafl of this ifland, and three 
others to the north-north-weft. 

7. The iflands of Beavers are three iflands called by 
the Ruffians JafTacznie-oftrova, or tributary iflands. The 
largefl lies in 5 8 deg. o min. north latitude, and 26 deg. 
45 min. longitude, from Bolfha. This ifland has two 
good harbours ; the fir ft on the eaftern coaft, the entrance 
of which is fouth-eaft ; the fecond the weftern coaft, 
and its entrance north-north- weft. The inhabitants have 
been numbered at fix hundred, who pay one thoiifand 
beaver fkins as a tribute to the Ruffians. 

O o 2 


8. The 
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. 8. The ifle of Cows is in 51 deg. 3.5 min, north lati- 
tude, and 24 deg 45 rain, longitude from Bolfha. 
This illand was thus named from the great quantity of 
fea-cows which are here found. The flelh of this animal 
ferves for provilions to all the veffels of the hunters. 
Their teeth are of great value in the commerce with 
China. There are many bays on the coafts of this ifland, 
but the water is fhallow, and wood is fcarce. Beiides 
thefe iflands there are likewife a great number of others 
whofe iituation cannot be determined, and are beiides of 
little confequence, for which reafon I fliall only mention 
further, 

9. Beering’s Ifland, fituated in 55 deg. 45 min. north 
latitude, and 8 deg. 30 min. longitude, from Bolfha. 
This ifland bears the name of the captain who firft 
landed upon it, and ended his life here. 

10. The copper ifland fituated in 54 deg. 45 min. N. 
lat. and 9 deg 50 min.* long, from Bolfha. This ifland is 
fo denominated from the abundance of this * metal, which 
the veflels take in as ballaft, and unload it at Oehoczk, 
where I have feen large quantities heaped together from 
which no advantage is derived. Having verified thefitu- 
atioh of fome of thefe iflands myfelf, and being affured r)f 
their fituation by different journals ; I have fet down no- 
thing by guefs ; but the following difcovery has hitherto 
remained unknown. 

A captain of a vellel named Cufma Koroftilow, who made 
a voyage and returned to Kamchatka, being attacked 
with the fcurvy, begged me to make a chart from his 
journal, which he put into my hands, and concerning the 

truth 

* Moftly in a metallic or malleable ftate. Coxe, page 206. 
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truth of which I fatisfied myfelf by enquiries of feveral 
perfons who went the voyage with him. 

lii. The ifland of Cufma in 48 deg. 45 min. N. lat. 
and 23 deg. long, from Bolfha, is very well peopled and 
wooded ; the inhabitants are cloathed in the Chinefe man- 
ner, with cloth made of a plant refembling hemp. On 
the eaflern fide of this ifland is a niountain, from which 
Cufma and others of his people faw land at the diftance 
of eight or nine leagues to the eaftward. 

12. The hland of Pearls, in 47 deg. 32 min. N. lat. 
and 24 deg. 1 8 min. long, from Bolfha, is likewife well 
peopled, and the inhabitants live together in fociety. 
They are armed with iron inftruments and bows. As 
feveral large failing veflels were feen on the coaft, it may 
be prefumed, that there is a communication between this 
ifland and that of Cufma. Befides thefe two iflands, , the 
journal of Cufma mentions the difeovery of a great 
country, compofed of feveral iflands, which, according, 
to his eflimate, lie under the 44th deg. of north latitude, 
He moored at one of thefe iflands, which he iifmgined to 
be about fifty leagues round. His account induced me to 
feek for thefe iflands, and I adually found them in the 
parallel of 46 deg. 1 2 min. N. lat. and 10 deg. 8 min. 
long, from Bolfha. Circumftances unfortunately pre- 
vented me from purfuing the difeovery, fo that I can do 
no more than wifh better fuccefs to future navigators. 


G H A p: 
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c H A p. xxxrv. 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE KURELLES ISLANDS.- 

T hese iflands are twenty-eight in number : their fi- 
tuation is between 51 deg. 30 min. and 45 deg. N. 
lat. The three moft northerly depend on Kamchatka; 
but all the others are independent. 

Xhe prefent is the moft exa^l and moft pofitive de- 
fcription of thefe iflands ; for I have written nothing but 
what is real. The relation of captain Spanberg, and fe- 
yeral others^ which I found in the archives of Kamchatka, 
fuch as that of the Sieur Walton, lieutenant of a veflel, 
captain Irtilchew, captain Chmitewflcoi, lieutenant Sind. 
But the rnanududion of the Sieur Cforni, who frequented 
thefe iflands for twenty-five years paft, and carried on an 
exclufive commerce, has afforded me every neceffary in- 
formation. * 

I. Amphigonon or Alayd, in lat. 51 deg. 30 min. N. 
and 359 deg. 30 min. long, from Bolflia, is nothing 



reers. 

2. Sumefu, in 51 deg. 3 min. N. lat. and 30 min. long, 
from Bolflia. This ifland is likewife rocky: it has an 
harbour on its north fide, in which final 1 veffels may 
winter. Some beavers, and a quantity of the fifb called 
Kofattka, are found here. Here is plenty of water, and 
in winter, the melting of the fnow forms feveral rivulets. 

From 


• This paragraph is tranflated verbatim. 
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f-Tom the fouthern point of land we fee the third’ 
ifland. 

3. Poromuflr, in 50 deg. 52 min. N. lat. and 1 5 min. 
long, from Bolfha : it is inacceflible on account of the 
rocks and funken reefs which furrounded it : no wood 
grows here ; the natives land in their boats of ikin. 

4. Cirinky, in N. lat. 50 deg. 7 min. and i o min. long, 
from Bolflia. On the weftern coaft of this ifland is a very 
fpacious and commodious harbour, in which veffels may 
anchor at all feafons. This ifland is very thinly inhabited. 
Cedar and birch grow here, and there is no want of filh, 
beavers, and efpecially fea-wolves feveral frefli fprings 
are found in the fouthern part of this ifland. 

5. Launath, in lat. 49 deg. 43 min. N. and long. 3^9 
deg. 52 min. from Bolflia. This ifland runs from N. to 
S. being five leagues long and three broad. It is only oc- 
cafionally inhabited by the Kurelles, who come from the 
more foutherly iflands for the purpofe of catching beavers. 
Wood grows on this ifland, but it affords no water, and 
has no harbour. 

6. Trinity in. 49 deg. 30 min. N. lat. and 359 deg. 
21 min. long, from Bolfha, is merely a heap of rocks. 

7. Galanth, in 49 deg. 26 min N. lat. and 23 min. 
long, from Bolflia. Gii the weft fide of this ifland is a 
very good harbour. It is well wooded, but water, is 
fcarce; there are abmidance of beavers on this ifland, but 
it is not inhabited. 

8. Collofle, in 49 deg. 9 min. N. lat. and 359 deg. 
33 min. long, from Bolfha, is nothing more than a Jieap 
of rocks and fand- banks. 


9. Rouge 
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9. Rouge is a rock in 49 deg. 7 min. N. lat. and 20 
min. long, from Bolflia. 

10. Sommeil in 48 deg. 50 min. N. lat. and 359 deg. 
long, from Bolflia ; it is well wooded and produces a 
quantity of poppies, the feed of which being imprudently 
eaten by three perfons, whom Cforni had fent a hunting, 
threw them into’ a fleep, which terminated in death. 

11. Volcan, in 48 deg. 40 min. N lat. and 50 min. 
long, from Bolllia. The volcano was extinguiflied in the 
year 1767, after a great earthquake. The principal en- 
virons of the mountain are covered with pumice llones, 
together with large lumps of fulphur, and a quantity of 
very heavy metal, which has undergone fuiion. This 
ifland is known by its black appearance. 

12. Courbe, in 47 deg. 49 min. N. lat. and 37 min. 
long, from Bollha, is nothing more than a heap of 
rocks. 

13; Exile, in lat. 48 deg. 40 min. N. and long, i deg. 
4 min. fromBollha. In the year 1757 the Kamchadales 
found on this ifland five Kurelles, driven out of their own 
country, which caufed them to give this name to the 
ifland. It has few inhabitants, and is little better than a 
mafs of rocks. 

14. L’Agneau, in 48 deg. 27 min. N. lat. and 359 deg. 
1 7 min. long, from Bolfiia, is very thinly peopled, but 
well wooded. The inhabitants of this illand are very 
well acquainted with trade, and are always provided 
with the produce and manufadtures of Japan, fuch as 
cloths, knives, &c. Thefe ifianders fometimes arrive at 
Kamchatka. On the fouth weft fide of the illand there 
is a final 1 harbour. 


14. Chien 
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14. Chien (Dog ifland) is fituated in 48 deg. 22 min. 
N. lat. and 359 deg. 43 min. long, from Bolflia. It has 
neither harbour nor frefh water. In the year 1768, Cforni 
took lix thoufand eight hundred fea-dogs in the fpace of 
four months, from which he gave it its name. 

16. Vajyoda, in 47 deg. 30 min. N. lat. and 358 deg. 
30 min. long, from Bollha. This ifland was fo called in 
honour of Vajvoda Demetri Nedozilow, who, in the year 
1762, fecretly fent a pilot with 12 foldiers to this 
ifland, with a view to colled: a large quantity of gold, 
which common report affirmed to abound in this place. 
But as no information had been received in the year 1 769 
concerning the expedition, Ivan Cfomi vifit^ it, and 
found no inhabitants. On the fouthern fliore he found 
a crofs with an infcription, from which he learned, that 
this detachment departed for the iflands Jedzo. This 
ifland has no port, and produces no gold, but it abounds 
with beavers and fea-cows. 

17. Uflgak, in 47 deg. 16 min. N. lat. and i deg. 13 
min. long, from Bolfha. On the fouth-weft lide of this 
ifland there is an excellent harbour, capable ofreceiving 
large vefTels. The ifland is wooded all over, and well 
peopled by the Kurelles, who have built a fmall town. 
Ivan Cforni carried on a very advantageous trade at this 
place, and afllired me, that he had at different times 
bargained with them for at leaft eighteen pounds of gold 
duft, with many pieces of gold from Japan and Jedzo. 
He (hewed me thefe different kinds of gold. That of 
Jedzo differs from the Japanefe gold by its very 
pale colour. Cforni was of opinion that the Japanefe 

VoL. I. P p never 
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never come to this ifland, iinlcfs forded by ftrefs of 
weather. 

i8. Bouc, in 47 deg. 20 min. N. lat. and 359 deg. 
5.3 min. long, from Bolflia. This ifland was viflted in the 
year 1740 by the firfl; expedition. They found very fine 
pearls ; but if there were no finer tlian thofe I have leen, 
they are not worth going for. 

tg. Chevre, in 46 deg. 50 min. N. lat. and i deg. 34 
min. long, from Bolflia. This ifland has few inhabitants 
and no harbour, neither does it poffefs any other advantage. 

30. Marikan lies in 46 deg. 40 min. N. lat. and 359 
deg. long, from Bolfha. Its length is thirteen leagues 
from N. to S. and its breadth is fix. On the fouth-eaft: 
coaft of this ifland is a very fine harbour. It is inhabited 
by bearded Kurelles, whom the Ruffians call Machnati ; 
An ore of red copper, containing a large proportion of 
gold, was found here in the year 1765. A veflel belong- 
ing to the company of a merchant, named Lapin, brought 
home more than one hundred quintals of this copper, but 
it was confifcated, on pretence that the permiffion of the 
governor extended no further than to the commerce of 
furs. The inhabitants of this ifland live together in fo- 
ciety. They have cattle, hogs, poultry, &g* All thefe 
iflanders are cloathed in the Chinefe manner ; their fkin 
is of a bronze colour, and their food is rice and beef. 

21. Bereza lies in 45 deg. 3 5 min. north latitude, and 
358 deg. 20 min. longitude ffomBolflia. It is of a trian- 
gular form, and has an excellent harbour on its north fide. 
It is very thinly peopled, and its inhabitants employ them- 
lelves in the fifhery of beavers-and other fea animals, par- 
ticularly the whale, with the oil of which they carry on 

a 
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a very aidvantageom trade with th^ iiknds of Jedzo, re- 
ceiving in return gold, cloth, ’ iron, and dilFernt utelhfils. 
The inhabitants cultivate rice on this illand. Six oth^ 
illands lie to the weft-north- weft of this, but they 
merely rocks. 

2 2. Good Hope, in 45 deg. o min. north latitude, and 
356 deg. 30 min. longitude from Bolflia: Its length is 30 
leagues from north to fouth, and it has two fine harbours, 
one on the north- eaft, and the other on the fouth-weft fide. 
In the fouthern part of the ifland there are two towns 
regularly built. In the the year 1764 fome inhabitants 
of this ifland arrived at Kamchatka, to conclude a treaty 
with the Ruffians. The adts of the chancery mention that 
thefe envoys prefented three fmall facks of leather or 
fkin (cuir) filled with gold, and a garment made of birds 
feathers. Thefe envoys were put on board the fhip 
Elizabeth, in order to go to Peterfburg ; but this fhip 
foundered at fea. The ifland abounds in cattle, rice, 
and other vegetable produ£Hons. Ivan Cforni intended 
to have fixed his refidence in this ifland. He eftimated its 
population at 4000 males, capable of bearing arms, which 
are a kind of fabre, a lance and a bow. Several Ruffian 
deferters live amongft them, and are greatly efteemedi 
The climate is very temperate, and the air wholefome. 
At the diftance of two leagues to the weftward of this 
ifland the depth of water is thirty- three fathom. 

The foregoing is the true fituation of the Kurelles 
iflands, in which I do not comprehend the iflandsof Jedzo; 
as the Ruffians ufually doi For thefe laft mentioned 
iflands are inhabited by a'civilized people, who have an 
eftablifhed government. I ihall therefore fpeak of them 

P p 2 feparatcly, 
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&parately, and fliall {hew that every thing whicE has 
been written concerning the pretended land or continent 
of Jedzo, company’s land, &c. ought to be underllood of 
thefe illands of Jedzo. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 

A DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLANDS OF JEDZO. 

E Very navigator, at a diftance from thefe illands, 
would fuppofe them to be one continued tradof 
land. This circumftance has led the Hollanders into 
the greateft miftakes ; and the miflionaries of China have 
given us fo many fabulous relations concerning them, 
that it is fcarcely poffible to draw any conclulion. As my 
enquiries concerning then produced information grounded 
upon real difcoverics, I lliall proceed to give a defcription 
of them. 

I. Kawith Jdzon, in 45 deg. 5 min. north latitude, 
and 353 deg. o min. longitude from Bolflia. This 
illand is very populous, and has three very excellent 
harbours on its fouthern fide. It is every where very 
well wooded, and in its fouthern part ftands the town of 
Matza, which is built of wood. In this town refides a 
chief, fubordinate to Kunafchir Jdzo, the fovereign of 
all the illands, who refides in the illand Kunafchiran. 
The town confifts of more than 2000 houfes, and is 
defended by feveral fmall forts, conftrudted of wood, and 

furrounded 
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forrounded by ditcHes. . Silver and copper mines are 
wrought in this ifland^ and hfere it is that the red pearls 
are liihed, and are regularly, in the months of May and 
Odober, exchanged with the Japanefe merchants, who 
arrive at thofe periods, for doth, and other fluffs of filk, 
as well as for iron tools and arms. 

The Japanefe were formerly at war with the inhabitants 
of Jdzon, but, fince the* year 1762, peace feems to be 
well eftabiiflied between them* Thefe iflanders have 
large barksv in which they fail to Korea, China, and 
Japan. In the year 175S, a Ruflian pilot, named 
Maftlow, who was fhipwrecked on the^ Kurelles iflands, 
was fold by the inhabitants to Kawith, and knew fo well 
how to recommend himfclf to the favor of their chief, 
that he was promoted to the rank of Befales, or com- 
mandd of the troops. This Maftlow, in the year 1768, 
wrote a letter to the governor of Kamchatka, in which he 
advifed him to open a trade with this country. His letter 
came to hand by the way of the Kurelles, but the governor, 
being perfuaded that it was a forged bufmefs of fome of 
the Ruffian merchants, defpifed the invitation, and the 
coffack who brouT;ht the letter from the Kurelles was 
thrown into prifbn, and beat with the batogh as> a reward 
for his zeal. 

2. Cfulgan Jdzon isfituated in 43 deg. 27 min. north 
latitude, and 352 deg. 58 min. longitude from Bolftia. 
This ifland is twenty leagues in length from eaft to weft, 
and fix leagues in breadth from north to fouth. Captain 
Spanneberg, in the year 1741, was in fight of this ifland, 
but did not approach it. It is equal in fertility to 
Kawith, and its name is derived from a word denoting 

copper. 
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copper, with which it abounds. Eor Cfulgu denotes 
copper. On the northern fide of this ifland there is a 
town and harbour. The name of the town is Tchouppovi 
Jdzon, which denotes the town of the Sun. 

3. Maanas Jdzon lies in 44 deg. o min. north latitude, 
and 351 deg. o min. longitude from Boifha. Its length 
from north-eaft to fouth-weft is thirty-eight leagues, and 
its breadth is from twelve to feventeen leagues. la 
the year 1743, ^ pilot, named Novodzikow, who is Hill 
living at Kamchatka, landed on this ifland in a Bajdara. 
He informed me, that he had received, in exchange for 
an old hat, two pieces of gold ftruck with a mark, 
which weighed together two ounces and a half. I 
verified this fad by confulting the regifters of the chan- 
cery. The two pieces were fent to Peterfburg. This 
Novodzikow was very civilly received, and difmifled by 
by the inhabitants ; but a fhort time afterwards lieutenant 
Walton came to the ifland, with a double fhallop, and 
fome exceffes, committed by his crew, occafioned them all 
to be cut off. There is likew ife a very good harbour and 
town on the fouth-fide of the ifland ; this laft is called 
Ouratilkiva Jdzon, or red town; it is well peopled, car- 
ries on a brifk trade, and is fubjed to Kunafchir. 

4. Kunafchir Jdzon, called by the Ruffians Zelenoi- 
oftrow, or green ifland, is fituated in 42 deg. 30. min. 
north latitude, and 350 deg. 35 min. longitude from 
Boifha, It extends from north-eaft to fouth-weft fixty- 
five leagues in length, and its breadth varies from twenty- 
eight fo twelve leagues. On the northern part of the 
ifland is a very excellent harbour ; into the bottom of 
which runs a fine river, though fhallow. Several bays on 
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die Weflsfii Goaft afFord a very good pearl fifliery . The prin- 
Gipal tOwn on this ifland is called Kiinalhiran, in which 
the king of the country refides. There are feveral other 
towns of lefs magnitude on this idand : Kunafliir Matza, 
on the fouth weft ftde of the illand ; Kunaftiiraapi in the 
centre, ancfKunaftiir Orgutt on the eaftern coaft. The re- 
lations of Spaiineberg affirm, that he faw more than two 
hundred veffels or boats off the iftand* 

In the year 1769 the court of Peterfburgh fent to the 
iftands Jedzo' two young men, named Antippe, Tartarino 
and Ottlafow, who had learned a few Japanefe words at 
Irkuczk ; but no news was heard of them during the 
whole time of my ftay in thefe parts. The beft founded 
notion that I could obtain of this ifland is, that it is regu- 
larly governed by a king ; that ftrangers on their arrival 
are obliged to eftabliffi themfelves there by marriage, and 
are carefully watched; It is evident that their riches 
muft be immenfe, and their force, conftfting of armed 
men, confiderable ; fince this ifland proved able to refill 
the emperor of Japan for a feries of years. 

5. Fiaffi Kamoni Jdzon, or health of God, is fltuated 
in 41 deg. 10 min. north latitude, and 348 deg. o min. 
longitude from Bolfha. Thisifland is very populous, and its 
government is regularly adminiftered, fubjcift to Kunafchir. 
Horfes have been feen on this ifland. The inhabitants 
are always in arms on account of their differences with the 
Koreans, notwithftanding which the commerce between 
thefe two nations is carried on without interruption, 
though the medium of the ifland of Matzumay. There 
are two towns on this ifland, one to the fouth and the 
other to the weft. 


6. Matzumay 
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6. Matzumay is £tuated in 41 tdog. 30 ttiin. north lati- 
tude, and 347 deg. longitude, feom Bolflia. Its length 
from north-eaft to dbuth-weft is forty leagues, and its 
breadth from eail to weft is twenty-feven leagues. This 
ifland has two good harbours, one on the north and the 
other on the fouth fide. It is interfered by feveral fine 
rivers. The capital town is on the weft part of the iftand, 
and likewife bears the name of Matzuraay, This ifland 
has been conquered by the Japanefe^ who maintain a gar- 
rilbn of three thoufand men here, beftdes which there are 
more than fourteen hundred Japanefe exiles, condemned 
to the works, Moft .of the natives of the illand retired to 
Kunafhir after the conqueft. 

The Dutch company, in the year 1754, propofed to 
the Emperor of Japan to make a voyage to the northward 
of his country, under his ^ood pleafure, and to conquer 
the illands ,of Jedzo : but the Emperor was fo far from ac- 
cepting their propofal, that he forbad the Hollanders to 
thiiik of it, on pain of being excluded from their com- 
merce. 

The foregoing ihort detail contains all that can be faid 
or written, ponliftently with truth, concerning the pre- 
tended land of Jedzo or company’s land. 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE DESCRIPTION OP THE COAST OF TARTARf 
AND THE ISLAND SAGHALIN. 

T he gul^h Uda, formed by cape Allangaddi, is 
fituated in 54 deg. 10 min. north latitude, and 345 
deg. 15 min, longitude from Bolflia; and extending to 
the northward of the entrance of the river Amour, is 
filled with fmall illands, which fhut up its entrance. 

The mouth of the river Amour lies in 52 deg. 50 
min. north latitude, and 346 deg. omin. longitude, from 
Bolfha. The Koreans call this river Saghalin^, and its 
courfe extends near five hundred leagues into the country. 
It is capable of receiving veffels of the greateft burden. 
Its entrance is due fouth, in which are fifteen fmall ifiands 
forming a bay, which abounds in pearls. The fouthern 
part of this bay is Cape Vafitua, in 52 deg. 20 min. 
north latitude, and 347 deg. 5. min. longitude, from Bolflia. 
The importance of this river to Rufiia is of the higheft 
magnitude ; for by means of one of its branches a com- 
munication may be had with Mandfchou, and by the 
fecond as far as Teiflbu, fituated on the gulph of 
Pekin. 

Saghalin illand lies to the eaftward of the entrance 
of the river Amour: the center of the ifland is in 52 
deg. o min. north latitude, and 349 deg. o min. longitude, 
from Bolfha. Its length from north to fouth is fixty-nine 
l^gues, and its breadth from eaft to weft from fifteen to 
VOL. I, twenty 



twenty leagues. It is interfefted by feveral rkfs,. ani 
las excellent bays and harbours. In the year 1761 
there were reckoned four linall towns inhabited by the' 
Gilakes, an independant people, who Ixade with, the 
Ruffians and Koreans. This illand produces themoft beau- 
tiful furs, which are ^bles and foxes Ikins. The northern' 
part is mountainous and wild, but the country to the 
ibuthward is beautiful. To the northward of this iSand 
is another M ifland called the glafe illand, (du Verre) 
in 54 deg. 50 min. north latitude, and 350 deg. 0 min. 
longituik from Bolfha It abounds with talc, but is. a., 
defert.. 
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OF THE 


MEMOIRS of the COUNT DE BENYOWSKYj 
B eing a Jo u r n a t of his Voyage by Sea, from the 
Peninfula of Kamchatka to Canton in China. 


O N the nth of May, !i77i> I wnt on-board the 
corvette St. Peter and St. Paul, in the port of 
Bolflia, where I made the following diftributions for the 
fea-fervice, and caufed twenty ports to be cut in 
the fide of the vefleLfor canfX9n> twelve of w^ch were 
of wood. 


Q-q « 


Myfelf 



‘$oo MEMOIRS Can®. T|LAVELS of 
M yfelf, Count dc Bcnyowfky, Commander in Chiefi, 
CoTim “ CndHcw 

Q. U A R T E R S ; 

After Guard. Forecastle,. 

Mr. Panow, Mr. Wynbladth, 

Mr. Kuzneczow,, Mr. Stephanow, 

Mr. Zablikow,, Mr. Meder, 

Mr. Pbpqw^ f / ' MI. Umailow^ 

Mr. Loginow, Mr. Bofcarew, 

Mr. Cfurin, Mr. Koftromih,. 

Mr. Urbanowfky, Mr. Gurcfinin, 

Mr. Contiathimaitre, Mr. Baturin,, 

29 Hunters, fore mail 28 Private men, ferving 
men. before the maft. 

37 perfons. 36 perfons* 

Total, 75 doing duty. 

9 Women, and i 
12 Paflengers, 5 

On the whole, 96. 

Armament of the Corvette. 

96 Peribns, including 9 women. 

8 Pieces of cannon, 

2 Howitzers. 

2 Mortars for bombs. 

120 Muikets with bayonets. 

80 Sabres. 

60 Piftols. 

1,600 
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i»6od ib. of gdiipowder. . 

200 lb. Weight of bullets^ 

800 lb. Salted" flefh'. 

1,200 lb. Salted fifli. 

3:,ooo lb; Dried filh. 

1,400 lb. Whale oil. 

200 lb. Sugar. 

500 lb. Tea,. 

4,000 Ibv Damaged flour; 

40 lb. Butter. 

1 13 lb. Cheefe. 

6, coo lb. Dift’erent pieces of iron work.. 
i?20 Grenades.- 
900 Cannon, ball .. 

50 lb.. Sulphur.- 
200 lb. Saltpetre.. 

1,200 lb. (the word wan ting in thomanulcript;) 

36 Butts of water. 

1S26 Chefts of furs. . 

14 Anchors, and . fundry cordage, with change 
of fails ► 

Gne Ihallop and one canoe.- 
The corvette drawing eight, feet eleven- inches and 

eight. feet five inches of water.. 

At eleven in the forenoon I eaufed divine, fervice to be 
celebrated,, according to the rites of the. Greek church. 
Te Deum was chaunted, and afterwards the whole conv 
pany renewed their oath of obedience to my orders : at 
five in the evening dropped down the river and moored 
at the entrances 

Plate V. fieure i. contains a- plan of the river’s moutE 

Thurfday^ 
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Thurfday the 12th of May, wealed anchor, and after 
fetting the Jioftages at liberty, dfailed. ont of the harbour 
on a fouthern courfe. A veiy light bceeze J&rofli north- 
north- weft. 

The day being hazy, and altnoft calm, anchored on 
the bank : depth of water from three fathoms anda i^uarter 
to three and a half ; coarie greenifti land. At four o’clock 
a breeze fpringing up, fet fail, and paffed between the 
two banks. The veffel ftuck ih a £oadng piece of ice, 
which we broke by firing a cannon ball agsrinft it. From 
the quarter-mafter’s report, all well, fik inches water in 
the hold, at itwo hours and a half. Latitude failed from, 
52 degrees, 32 minutes ; longitude fiiiied from, 359 
-degrees, o minutes ; latitude in, 51 degrees, 34 minutes ; 
longitude in, 358 degrees, 36 .minutes from Bolfha ; 
wind north-north-weft 3 current frotn fouth to north j 
.courfe fouth. 

Friday May the 13 th, clofe cloudy weather, with a 
ilrong breeze from north-north-weft, foundings from 16 
to 24 fathom ; fine greentOi fand. A heavy fea from 
■the north-weft. We held on our courfe to the fouthward, 
in the evening reefed cmr top-fafts. At day-break we 
jdifcovered the rock Alayd to the weflward, of which 
figure 2, plate V, is a view. At nine A. M. a con- 
fultation was held refpedting the courfe to be failed. I 
pr opofed to moor near one of the Kurelles iflands, to 
collet fome provifions and bake bread; and the com- 
pany declared their readinefs to acquiefce in whatever si 
might jtudge proper. 

According to the quarter-mafter’s report, every one on 
board ijpi giPod health. Latitude failed from, 51 degrees 

34 - 
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ix^n^tes ;.ioQgitu€le failed from, 358 degrees, 36- 
]i|inute»i latitude in,. 50 degrees, 27 minutes j longitude 
859 degrees, i- ^ minutes,, from Bolflia. Wind north-^ 
norCfe-weft^;* current from north to fouth ; courfe foutfa^ 
fouth-eaili 

Saturday Majf the 14th, among the Kurelles iilands, 
clofe ha?,y weather, with fnow, and a conliderable irregular 
fwelli Saw feveral whales purfued by the fwofd-fifii. A 
very ftrong current obferved from north to fouth; kept- 
on a fouth-fouth-eaft courfe, having two iflands in fight : ^ 
that on the larboard bearing fouth- fouth-eaft, and on the- 
Jftarboard fouth- weft one quarter fouth. (See plate 6,- 
2.) The fight of thefe iflands occafioned fome dif- 
turbonce;. for feveraL of the company requefted me ta> 
come to an anchor ; and as they thought proper to threateni 
me upon my not attending to their demand, I put two- 
under confinement, and determined not to come to anchor^’ 
at the Kurclks iflands,. for fear of Ibme mutinous conk’* • 
quencesit In* the imddle of the channel between thefe ^ 
two iflands our foundings war 23; fathom, fine fand, and- 
greenifti coral. About fix in the evening the wind in- 
ercafed ; fliortcned feil during the night, and at day-- 
hreak difeovered a bajdara or; boat of the country; which, 
made for the fhore at fight of ua. Many birds in fight, 
flying from fouth to north. Latitude failed from, 50 
degrees, 27 minutes north ; longitude failed Trom, 359 
di^ces, 15 minutcs^latkudc in, .50 degrees, 15 minutes;:, 
longitude in, o degree, 30 minutes, from Bolfta.* . Wind i 
weft ; current from ncjrthto febth 5 couifc.f(DUth«eaft, 19.J 
degrees, .37 minutes. . 


Sunday. 
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Sunday May the i5th> clofe foggy weather; a ftrong 
Ready breeze, with a great fwell of the feain the c?vening; 
carried away the end of the main>-yard. People employed 
making okum and fmall cordage. Obferved ibme floating 
weed and fome whales. 

According to the quarter-mafter’s report, the whole 
company in good health. One butt of water jftarted. 
Latitude failed from, 50 degrees 15 minutes ; longitude 
failed from, o degrees 30 minutes; latitude in, 51 degrees 
21 minutes; longitude in, 3 degrees 54 minutes, from 
Bolflia. Wind weft; current from fouth-weft to north- 
eaft ; courfe north-eaft, 57 degrees 39 minutes. 

Monday, May the 1 6th, clofe cloudy weather with 
much fnow ; variable winds. This day Ifmailow was 
accufed of having made a feditious propofal to the two 
Kamchadales : he was ordered into confinement upon , 
bread and water. 

According to the report, fix men and one woman fick ; 
latitude failed from, 51 degrees 21 minutes; longitude 
failed from, 3 degrees 54 minutes ; latitude in, 5 2 de- 
grees 34 miiuites ; longitude in, 5 degrees 30 minutes, 
from Bolflia. Wind weft ; current from fputh to north; 
cx)urfe north-eaft one quarter north, 

Tuelday, May the 1 7 th, weather fomewhat clear, with 
uncertain winds, the fun appearing at intervals. Towards 
e«i^ening rain and fnow ; took feveral cod-filh ; faw 
whales fivimming from fouth to north, with feveral 
flights of birds from eaft to weft. In the night the wind 
Ikeihened with a eonfiderable Iwell of the fea. 

According to the report, four perlbns fick; latitude > 
iailed homy 52 degrees 34 minutes; longitude failed 

from, 
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lironiy 5 degrees 30 minuties ; latitude in, 54 degrees 15 
minutes north ; longitude in, 6 degrees 58 minutes, from 
Bolfha. Wind weft one quarter north ; current from 
fouth to north ; courfc north-eaft. 

Wednefday, May the i8th, clo/e foggy weather, with 
fnow and rain; great quantities of floating weed round 
the Ihip, of which we collcded a quantity, to ferve in 
cafe of neceffity ; faw fevcral black eagles ; employed this 
day in repairing the ihallop and fmall boat, and cleaning 
our arms. 

According to the report, four perfons fick ; latitude 
failed from, 54 degrees 15 minutes; longitude failed 
from, 6 degrees 58 minutes; latitude in, 55 degrees 19 
minutes north ; longitude in, 7 degrees 54 minutes from 
Bolflia. Wind weft ; current from fouth-eaft to north- 
weft; courfe north, one quarter eaft. 

Thurfday, May the 19th, the ifle Beering in fight; 
hazy weather. By a good oblervation I determined the 
latitude of this ifland to be 55 degrees 15 minutes north, 
and its longitude 8 degrees o minutes, from Bolflia, 1 
came to an anchor, at the diftance of half a league from 
the weftern coaft, in 28 fathom water, coarfc fand and 
fliells. As foon as we had brought to, I fent the finall 
boat with Mr. Panow and ten armed aflbeiates, to examine 
the ifland, with orders, that when they had found a 
place of fhelter, to let me know by three fires, and fend 
the canoe immediately for me ; but in cafe they found 
any veffel in the harbour or road, they were diredfed to 
come back without landing. After his departure I hove 
up the anchor, and fufferedthe veflTel to drive towards the 
ifla nd. At the diftance of a quarter of a league'the wind 
VoL. I. R r flackened 
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flackened, and forced me to come to. We fooii obfcrved 
the fignal, and approached a bay, in which I found a 
very good bottom at 50 fathom ; the fmall boat having 
come back, was fent to take the foundinSs after which 
we moored in 8 fathom water. 

According to the report, two hck •, latitude iailed from j 
55 degrees, 19 minutes j longitude failed from, 7 de- 
grees, 54 minutes; latitude in,. 55 degrees, 19 minutes 
north ; longitude in, 8 degrees, o minutes, from Bolfha. 
Wind fouth and calm ; current from fouth to north v 
courfe north and eaft. 

Friday, May the 20th,- at anchor in a bay on the coall 
of the ifland of Beering ; the weather fine and calm. Al- 
though Mr. Panow had aflured me that he found no 
perfon upon the ifland, I neverthelefs fent a party to 
make difcoveries, and fent another party on fhore to con- 
ftrud: a cabin and ovens, . to bake our bread. Having de- 
termined to go on fhore myfelf, I gave orders for cleaning 
the tiers, and airing our provifions; after which I em- 
barked in the fmall boatwith fix of the affociates, and 
made a fketch of the bay as exhibited in plate V. figure 3. 

When I came on fhore I had a tent fet up,, and about 
five in the evening the party who had been fent upon dif- 
covery, returned, and related, that at the diftance of a 
league from the bay they had difcovered a cabin in which 
they found a dog, and underneath a tub a letter, >which 
they brought me. Mr. Kuzneczow, the commander of 
the party, afTured me. that he had likewife found four 
barrels of whale oil in the cabin, with ten or twelve 
quintals of falted fifh. He added, that, in his opinion, 
there were certainly people upon the ifland, becaufe he 

had 
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had obfferved recent traces on the fnow, and a bath newly 
conftruded. To clear up my doubts I read the letter, 
which is as follows : 

“ Health to all thofe who may arrive on this iiland. 
“ I inform them that the (hip -Elizabeth, which left the 
“ port of Ochoczk in the year 1 769, under my command, 
“ remained at this illand a whole year, after having re- 
“ ceived much damage bytempefts. After this long ftay, 
“ being allured that all our attempts to put her into a 

lituation to carry us home were ufelefs, we broke her 
“ up, and built boats out of her materials, in which I 
“ am about to proceed on a voyage towards the illand, 
“ which lies to the eaftward, in hopes of finding fome 
“ velTel, in which myfelf and crew may return. Written 
“ January 24, 1771. 

“ Ivan Ochotyn, Captain. 

“ Baltasa Balakirow, Pilot.” 

On the fouthern part of the illand Mr. Kuzneczow 
found likewife five crolTes eredled, one of which bore the 
following infcription : 

“ To the honour of God aud St. Nicholas, in the year 
“ 1769, on the 28th of April, this crofs was erected by 
“ Peter Kreniczin, commander of the expedition fent for 
“ the difcovery of California.” 

This laft difcovery was not of any conlequsnce, but 
the difcovery of a fpecies of turnips and very good garlick 
was extremely ufeful to us, as well as the provifion of 
felted filh and whale oil. With refped to the letter, after 
mature examination, 1 was convinced that the writing 
was frelh : feveral reflexions led me to recolleX, that I 
had aften heard fpeak of this Ochotyn, who was reported 
. ' R r 2 at 
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at Ochoczk to have become a pirate* To clear up ttijr 
doubts, I enquired of my companions whether any 6f 
them knew Ochotyn, and feveral of them immediately 
informed mC) that Ochotyn was not a Ruffian, and that 
having feized the ffiip he commanded, and perffiaded his 
crew to follow his fortimc, he had fettled in the Aleuthes 
illands, where during the laft two years he had taken 
other Ruffian ffiips, whofe crews had placed themlelves 
under his command: fo that the number of Europeans 
Under him muft amount to more than one hundred, be- 
lides that a number of the illanders had nominated him 
their chief. Upon this information I concluded, that 
Ochotyn, or at lead fome of his party were on the ifland^ > 
in confequence of which I chofe five of our company, 
whom I fent out feparately, well armed and fupplied 
with provifion, and likewife a letter of invitation ad~ 
dreffed to Ochotyn or the people of his party : to prevent 
any unlucky mifchance, I gave orders for a ftrid look out 
both on fliore and on board. 

According to the report,, the whole company in good 
health. 

Saturday the 21ft, at Beering’s* ifland, in the bay St. 
Maurice, fo named by my companions ; fine weather, 
and the fnow melting. This day the flour was brought 
on fliore, and we began: to bake bread in five ovens we 
had built. My companions built me a commodious cabin. 
This day I difpatched twenty- two of the people to carry 
the faked fiffi and whale oil on board: fix men were fent 
to cut wood, and the carpenter Nikita repaired the main 
yard. In the evening fent on board twenty-four barrels 
of freffi water, four cords of fire-wood, ana part of the 

fidted 
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^ted fiih, with a ca.{k of garlick, and a quantity of roots. 
The night pafled withoiif dflfturbance, but at fire in the 
jnofning I Was awakened by Mr. Gruftiew, who informed^ 
me that he had heard feveral fhot fired to the fouthward 
of the ifiand. I immediately went out of my cabin, and 
heard fevetal other fuccefllve reports ; on which I gave 
immediate orders to beat an alarm, and was joined by 
twenty of the people from on board. To difcover what 
had happened, as well as to aflift thofe who had been dil^ 
patched the evening before, I gave orders to Mr. Wyn- 
bladth to embark with- fixteen men in the fliallop, and 
proceed to the fouthern point of the bay, in order to ob- 
lerve more eafily from whence the noife might proceed. 
After having difpatched him, I left the command to Mr. 
Gruftiew, and embarked in the fmallboat myfelfwith eight 
of our people. We foon paffed the ftiallop, and on our ar- 
rival at the fouth point I perceived a bajdara, which rowed 
towards us, with five people on board. On their ap- 
proach we perceived they were Ruffians, and one of them 
hallowed, and. told us that he had a letter for the com- 
mander of the corvette St. Peter. They- foon came up 
with us, and gave me the letter, which I read, and pro- 
pofed tothem to come on board my vefleL They agreed 
to thisi and^declared that their general had ordered them 
to come on board, which we accordingly did at ten 
o’clock precifely. 

Oh my arrival I -found my people in the grcatefl con- 
fhfion. Mr. Stephanow’ informed me that he had difco- 
vered a mutiny, by means of Alexi Andreanow. Upon 
ejmmination I heard that Mr. Ifmailow, with his friend 
Zablikow and fifteen others, had entered into, an oath to 

feize. 
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feize the firft opportunity, when thegreateft part of the 
people fliould be on ihore and myfelf on board, to fecurc 
jnyperfon, and afterwards return to Kamchatka; but, in 
cafe they could not carry this projed into effed, that they 
ftiould aflaffinate me, let lire to the veffel, and quit the 
illand in the lhallop. The depolition of Andreanow 
was confirmed by Popow and Rabalow. I therefore im- 
mediately armed thofe perfons on whom I could place the 
moft dependence, and afterwards muftered the whole 
company, to whom I expofed the authors of the plot. 
Thefe were immediately put in irons, and carried on 
Ihore to he tried by a council which I nominated, and 
over which Mr. Crufiiew was appointed to prefide. 
After this bufinefs was finiflied, I direded my attention 
.to ftiew every civility to the perfons who brought 
Mr. Ochotyn’s letter. 

According to the report^ one perfon fick and nineteen 
jjrifoners. 

Sunday, May the 2 2d, in the hay of St. Maurice, at 
Beerings ifie; weather fqaally, with rain; wind fouth- 
weft. At • three o’clock ray adjutant prefented to me a 
memorial in the name of the whole company, requefting 
ithat Mr. 1 fmailow and the Kamchadale Parenczin, with 
his wife, Ihould be let on Ihore and abandoned in the 
illand, and that the pthq-s, who had been feduced by 
them, Ihould be punilhed with fifty lalhes, and aftert- 
wards reftored to their fundions, firft renewing their oath 
of obedience. I complied with this general requeft the 
tnjore willingly, as it was an objed of great confequence 
to give an example and eftablilh my authority by this pro- 
ceeding. After I had fent my orders oh Ihore in writing 

to 
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Mf; Cruftiew, I communicated tlie contents of tJie 
letter I had received., to the whole- company j it ^ as 

follows : , 

“ Health ter the BmVe and intrepid conamander of the 
“ vciTel Sir. Peter and all his company. 

“ Dear friends and companions, we heard with much 
“ joy of your Happy arrival on this ifland. The men 
“ whom 'you fent to find us have informed us of your 
“ whole intentions,' and we have detained ' them lefs. 
^ as Koftages than as friends, whom we are defirous of 
“ fending back, with provifions, which you mull be in 
“ want of. Permit our companions who bring^ this letter 
to go on board your fhip ; it is probable they may 
“ meet with fome acquaintance, which would * be very. 
** agreeable to us. We entreat the commander to inform 
us, whether he thinks proper to con fent to a conference 
“ with us, and for this purpofe we pray that he will; 
“ fend back our companions, and inform us of the place 
of rendezvous. We wifh you all profperity, and re^ 
“ commlbnd ourfelves to your friendfhip. Adieu. 

Jean Ochotyn, 

** in the name of the company . 
After having heard ' the different opinions refpec^ling 
what was the moft proper to be done, I determined to 
fend back one of the five with my anfwer, and to keep the 
other four until the return of my own people. My letter 
was conceived in the following terms : 

“T cannot exprefs me ^tisfa<Elion which I received 
“ from the information of your refidence on this ifland. 
“ The condud: and’ behaviour of the famous Ochotyn have 
^ fecured him my" efteem for this year pall, and nothing 

prevents 
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prevents mj feeing iiiin and afiuri^g 1)^ of my 
" friendfliip. ^ . 

Do not attribute the precautions i^icn 1 reqiike 
** fpr our interview to miftruft; but perfitade youricif that 
** an excels of prudence is hurtful only to men who arc 
“ deftitute of courage. 1 require therefore, that to-mor~ 
row, at fix o’clock, Mr. Oehotyn fhall repair with fow 
pf lois pepple to thefouthern point of the b^, where I 
“ will come at the fame hour, with an eqiud number ; 
•<* as foon as we come in fight of each otber, we will lay'^ 
** down our arms and join ccwnpany. 

Maurice Auguft.” 

This day was employed in carrying on board the bifcuit 
which our people had made out of the damped flour. 
Towards the evening, I permitted fix of our aflociatea 
to go on a hunting expedition, with orders to return at 
fix in the morning. Mr. Meder returned on board, and 
brought with him leveral nuts and fome pieces of cam- 
phor wood, which had been wrought j he found thefe on 
the fliore. About eleven o’clock we found the table was 
cut, and weighed the anchor with great difficulty. At 
five in the morning I fired three guns, and leaving the 
command of the veflel in the hands of Mr. Panow, I em- 
barked in the lhallop with four aflbciates. At three 
quarters after five I arrived at the point, where I found 
Mr. Ochotyn on Ihore, by whom 1 was very politely re^ 
ccived* He was a handfome figure, thirty-fix years of 
age, and fpoke very good Gernlan and French. After 
the firil civilities he related his hiftory and adventures, 
which deferve a particular narration. I fball confine 
myfelf, however, to the fubftance, v/hkh is as follows : 

Mr. 
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;/ Jklr.OGhotyn was a liian of family in Saxony, and ferved 
tinder the Emprefs Elizabeth, in the rank of Captain, in 
the regiment of Sipolenikoi, which he left for the em- 
ployment of Adjutant to General Apraxin. When that 
General was arrefted, by order of the Emprefs, he was 
himfelf likewife fent to prifon, with Mr. Baron Klufewiky, 
who is flill an exile at Jakutzk, under the name of Fifkin. 
Mr. Ochotyn was not delivered from prifon until he was 
lent as an exile into Siberia. On his arrival at Jakutzk, he 
obtained the favour of being fent to Ochoczk, where he 
engaged himfelf on board a fhip fitted out for catching 
beavers. He made two voyages in this veffel, but, during 
the third, having fecured the attachment of fifty of the 
crew, he feized the veffel at the Aleuthes iflands, with 
which he made prize of two others, whofe crews joined 
his fortune. His party at firft confifted of one hundred 
and thirty-four determined men, able to contend with the 
maritime force of Ochoczk. Eighteen months afterwards 
he had the good fortune to cftablifh himfelf on one of the 
largeft of the Aleuthes iflands, where he formed con- 
nediona^i by means of the marriages of his companions 
with the girls of the country. The dependence he could 
place on the friendfhip of the natives of thefe iflands had 
determined him to form colonies ; but, as he was without 
the neceflary arms and utenfils, he had determined to 
vifit Kamchatka and Ochoczk, with the intention of ut- 
terly deftroying thefe tvvo eftablifhments, and carrying off 
every thing which he might find fuitable to his purpofes. 

After he had finifhc*d his explanation, he propofed to 
me to join forces in the execution of this projed of emi- 
nent vengeance, which we had both equal reafons for 

VoL. I, S f being 
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being defirous of. In anfwer to this diredt propofal, I 
replied, that I was highly. mortified that it was not in my 
power to comply with his intentions, becaufe my fitnadon 
required a fpeedy return to Europe; befides which, I 
reprefented to him that his prefent force was fufficient to 
infure the fuccefs of his enterprize. But as he was de- 
termined to form colonies in the iflands, I advifed him to 
addrefs himfclf to fome European power, to obtain their 
fupport ; for which purpofe I offered him my fervices. 
Thefe reflexions appeared reafonable to him, and he ac- 
cepted my offers, as I fhall notice more amply in its 
place. On my part, I gave him a faithful account of 
my adventures, and we fwore friendfliip to each other. 
After which, we feparated ; he to join his companions, 
and myfelf to return on board, where I found every thing 
in perfeX order. 

N. B. The family of Mr. Ochotyn is known in Saxony 
by the name of Leuchtenfeld, and he referred, in proof of 
his affertion, to Baron Laffert, a Pruffian officer, who was 
exiled to Kolima, and returned to Europe in 1760, in 
confequence of the preffing reclamation which was made 
by his Majefty the King of Pruffia. 

Monday May the 23d, 1771, in the bay St. Maurice,, 
in Beering’s Ifland, clear weather, wind S. W. the whole, 
day was employed in repairing the veflel. At three 
o’clock a canoe arrived from Mr. Ochotyn, with a pre- 
fent of one hundred and fifty fine beaver fkins, in return 
for which I fent him two hundred pounds of gunpowder, 
one hundred pounds of lead, and a confiderable quantity 
of iron work, S:c. but the moft acceptable prefent to Mr. 

Ochotyn’s 
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Ochotyn’s people was, two hundred and forty ells of cloth 
and twenty-five facks of flour. 

In the evening I fent on board twenty-two facks of 
bifcuit and two calks of fait fifh. In the night I vifited 
Mr, Ochotyn, in company with Mr. Panow ; we found 
fix cabins well built, and defended by a pallifade, flanked 
with four fmall cannon. He* was feated near a fire, with 
thirty-five aflbciates. Tea was firft ferved up, and after- 
wards we employed the whole night in converfation, and 
in drawing up letters, which he gave me, with a view to 
determine fome European power to afllfl; his projects. 
At day break I took my leave, and returned on board at 
eight o’clock. At ten, I aflembled the whole company, 
and propofed quitting the ifland to continue our voyage 
to China, from which place we might moft conveniently 
return to Europe. Upon this propofal, the company re- 
quefted time to confider, and their refolution was poft- 
poned till the following day. 

According to the report, the whole company in good 
health. 

Tuefday May 24th, in the bay of St. Maurice, at the iflc 
of Beering, foggy weather, wind difpofed to fqualls from 
the fouthward. At twd in the afternoon my adjutant pre- 
fented three deputies from the company, who informed 
me, thsat the refolution of the fociety was taken, and that 
they were determined to feek a paffage to the northward 
of Kamchatka, as the feafon, being fummer, aflured our 
fuccefs, and even fuppofing we fliould find infurmoun- 
table obftacles, we fliould be always able to reach tfie 
continent of America. To this reprefentation, as I had 
underfliood from my intimate friends that the company 

S f 2 was 
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refolded to follow tkeir plan in fpite of me, I 
fented, becaufe unwilling openly to oppofe their deeifion^ 
For a great part of the company, after having refle^aed 
on what had happened at Kamchatka, might probably 
have repented, and have been difpofed to aft treacherouliy 
towards me, as the neighbourhood of Kamchatka would 
facilitate all their attempts. 

In the evening I received advice from Mr. Ochotyn, 
that Mr. Stephanow had written to him, acquainting 
him, that he himfelf, together with a party of our aflb- 
ciates, were refolved to enter into his troop ; in confe- 
quence of which Mr. Ochotyn advifed me to quit the 
ifland as foon as poffible, and affured me, that in cafe of 
a revolt, he would affift me in punifliing the guilty. In 
confequence of this advice, I muftered the whole com- 
pany, and declared to them that I fhould not follow 
their plan but with regret, as I was perfuaded, that i^ 
would lead us into misfortunes, which it was now in our 
power to avoid. I allured them that I did not think it. 
pofiilble to double the cape Tfukcfi, and that, when the 
eafterly monfoon failed, we might find it impoffibie to 
reach the coaft of America; but that as I was determined^ 
to lacrifice my private opinions to the wilK of the com^ 
pany, which fliould at all times be my law, 1 would- 
fatisfy their expeftation, though at the larae time I 
thought it neceflary to warn the fociety, tliat I had well- 
founded reafons to lufpeft that fome among them were 
engaged in a defign prejudicial to our common interells, 
and that I forebore mentioning the leaders, merely with 
the hope that it would caufe them to return to their duty, 
and that they ought to attribute my lenity to this motive. 

Being 
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Being thus determined to quit the ifland with the firft 
wind, I fent a party on fliore to ere£l a crofs with the 
following inicription ; 

“ May the 24th, 1771. Maurice Auguft Aladar de 
** Benyowfzky, after his happy deliverance from exile at 
“ Kamchatka, caufed this crofs to be erected during his 
ftay at this illand.’* 

At ten o’clock Mi*. Stephanow aiked leave to fpeak 
with me in private. When I had admitted him into my 
cabin, he informed me that he had difcovered a plot 
againfl me, and that he was refolved to quit me no more, 
but look tomjrprefervation. I expreffed my furprize at 
this, and freely declared, that if I had apprehended any 
thing, I fliould have arrefted him the firft, as 1 had fuf- 
ficient proofs againft him ; but that as I was not of a timid 
difpofition, he was indebted, for his fafety, to my con- 
tempt. After this anfwer I communicated the letter of 
Mr. Ochotyn to him, and informed him, that I ftjould 
be difpofed to forget every thing, and would not afk him 
even to name his accomplices, provided he fhewed a 
proper repentance, and gave me no occafion to recolle<3: 
his criminal difpofition, and, as a proof how far my 
delicacy to him proceeded, I would promife to keep his 
behaviour a profound fecret, left he Ihould be univerfally 
defpifed, upon its being known. The firmnefs with 
which I fpoke to him overcame him, and he threw him- 
felf at my feet, acknowledging himfelf guilty, and im- 
ploring my forgivenefs, which I granted^ 

According to the report, all well. 

Wednefday, May the 25th, clofe cloudy weather ; the 
ifland covered with fogs ; wind variable, between fouth 

and 
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-and weft j A fouth'-fouth-weft wind in the offing. Set 
fail. At three hoifted in the fhallop and fmall boat, and 
direded our courfe to the northward. In the evening the 
wind changed from fouth to eaft. In the morning the 
northernmoft point of the ifland bore from eaft to eaft, 
one quarter fouth- 

According to the report, all well ; latitude in, 55 
degrees, 58 minutes ; longitude from Bollha, 7 degrees, 
56 minutes. Wind fouth, fouth-fouth-weft and fouth- 
.fouth-eaft ; current fouth^eaft ; courfe north. 

Thurfday, May the 26th, clear weather, with fnow 
at intervals, but freezing. A heavy fwell from fouth- 
weft. In the evening faw fome pieces of floating wood 
with ice upon them. At the clofe of the night faw 
feveral flights of birds, direding their courfe from north 
to fouth. During the whole night the fley was clear, and 
the ftars flione bright, but the cold increafed and began 
to freeze our rigging. At day-break we were furrounded 
with* floating wood and pieces of ice. About ten o’clock 
a whale, of a very large flze, came fo near us, that I 
was obliged to fire at it. The fecond ball caufed it to 
dive. 

According to the report, all in good health ; latitude 
in, 57 degrees, 45 minutes, north ; longitude from 
Bolflia, 7 degrees, 54 minutes. Wind fouth-weftj cur- 
rent from fouth to north; courfe north. 

Friday, May the 27th, under fail Clear weather and 
exccfllve cold, wind ftrong and irregular, with a very 
heavy fea. Our veflel ftruck feveral times againft ice- 
drifts, of enormous magnitude, the furface of which was 
covered with wood. In the evening we were fet faft be- 
tween 
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tween two ice-drifts, which floated in the dirc< 9 :ion of the 
veflel ; the pitching of the fliip caufed a confiderable 
damage to her fore parts againft the ice ; during the night 
we had a fudden fquall, which threatened us with inftant 
deftrudtion. The violent preflure of the ice againft the 
veflel, (the creaking noife of whofe timbers greatly added 
to ouB apprehenfions ) produced a confiderable leak, which 
occafioned us to pump without ceafing. In the morning 
we found our fails damaged and entirely frozen, for 
which reafon I gave orders to keep a fire conftantly at the 
foot of each maft upon the deck, which was likewife co- 
vered with ice, two inches thick; By this means I fuc- 
ceeded in thawing the fails. About ten o’clock, the ice- 
drift on the ftarboard fide broke avi ay, and We difengaged 
ourfelves from that on the larboard. 

According to the report, all in good health ; cleared 
the well of thirteen inches of water ; latitude in, 58 
degrees,. o rhinutes ; longitude in, 9 degrees, 59 minutes; 
wind fouth-weft ; current from fouth-weft to north-eaft; 
cour-fe eaft- north-eaft. 


Saturday, May the 28th, clear weather without fnow, 
but infupportably cold. A ftrong irregular wind, with 
a heavy fwell from north-north-eaft ; got down the 
damaged yards and replaced them by others. At thre^ 
o’clock oblerved a veflel to the northward, at three 


leagues diftant^ In the evening hove the lead, and found 
no bottom. In the ni^ht the weather was exceedingly 
clear and cold. The wind frefliened, and the (hip made 


good way. At day-break faw land; at eleven o’clock 
I gave dire<ftions to make a fketch oP its appearance, 
and, though I was embarrafled by the difagreement of 

the 
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the Ruffian charts, I took it for cape Apachazana* 
(See Plate 7. No. i.) Latitude in 59 degrees, o minutes J 
longitude in 13 degrees, 20 minutes; wind weft-fouth* 
weft;, current from north to fouth; courfe eaft-north-eaft. 

Sunday, May the 29th, a ftrong hreeze and clofe 
cloudy weather, with aheavy fwell from north-weft, which 
frequently endangered us by driving large pieces of ice 
againft the veflel. The conftderahle mafies of thefe ice 
drifts formed whole mountains around us, and threateiied 
us with inevitable deftruAion, for the veffel being ftruck 
every inftant by them was ftxongly agitated, and large 
mafies of ice freezing to the Ihip’sfiides, and occafionally 
lifted out of the water by her motion, damaged her on 
all fides. Every roll was followed by an aftonilhing 
noife, occafioned by the rupture of thefe icy appendages. 
Our fears were greatly augmented by the increafe of the 
water in the hold, and during the night, the whole corn* 
pany were alarmed even to ftupefad:ion. About four in 
the morning the wind increafed, and earned away our 
‘ fprit- fail-yard ; and about five we loft our foretop-maft. 
At fix o’clock the vefiel lay down on the larboard fide, 
and the tiller could not be moved. . Luckily for us, 
however, the arrival of day-light enabled us to fee that 
part of the ice was jammed in between the rudder and 
the ftern-poft. I fent two of the company to beat it 
away, and afterwards we righted the veffel. It was Very 
fortunate that this accident did not happen in the night, 
,as in that cafe we fhould have been loft without remedy. 
About noon the wirkl abated, and we perceived ourfelves 
;at the diftance of two leagues and a half off ihore, of 
iwhich J took a view. Bee plate YII. No. 2. 


At 
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• At 'feven hours and a half we had tWenty-two inches 
water in the hold, which we cleared. 

According to the report three hck. Latitude in,. 59 
degrees ro minutes; longitude in, 14. degrees 34 minutes; 
wind weft-north-weft ; current from north-eaft to fouth- 
weft ; courfe eaft, one quarter north. 

Monday, May the 30th, clofe cloudy weather. The 
wind veered round to the fouth-eaft, with louring wea- 
ther in the north-eaft quarter; hove the lead occafionally, 
and at five got ground at eighty-five fathom ; grey iaud^ 
and broken fliells. The fea covered with ice-drifts. 

At nine Mr. Cruftiew requefted the meeting of a corn-* 
mittee, in the name of the company, which I immedi- 
ately complied with. As foon as the aflTociates were 
aflembled they requefted me to continue our courfe no 
longer towards the north, as they were convinced that it 
would be attended with our dcftrudlion. This occafion 
gave me ample matter to reproach them for the little con- 
fidence they had ftiewn me, in compelling me to hold 
this courfe. I thought it neceflary to reprefent to them 
the many unhappy confequences which would refult from 
my being expofed a fecond time to fubmit to their plea- 
fure. The dreadful objeds which had alarmed them the 
preceding day, were ftill prefent around us, and gave 
every degree of efficacy to my difeourfe : I therefore found 
no difficulty in obtaining from the whole company a 
promife, that in future they would leave me at liberty to 
do whatever I might think proper and advantageous. As 
a mark of my fatisfadion, I gave orders for an extraor* 
dinary allowance of brandy to be given them. At ten 
o’clock Mr. Panow informed me, that feveral of our af- 

VoL. I. T t fociates 



322 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS Of 

fociates were refolved to quit us at the firft place where 
we might anchor. This difcovery was immediately veriw 
fied by the appearance of four of them, who demanded, 
in the name of a party, the number of which they refufed)^ 
to declare, to go on fhore, under pretence of making a 
provifion of beavers, whofe fkins might be of fcrvice to 
them on future occafions. The refolute manner in which 
thefe deputies made their demand^ gave me reafon to fear 
a mutiny which threatened to be fo- much more dan- 
gerous, as we were in fight of land adjoining to Kam- 
chatka. For this reafon, after having requefted they would; 
wait a moment for my refolution, I ordered Mr. Wyn- 
bladth to colled a party of fuch afibciates as we could 
moft depend on, and come with them into my cabin, 
while Mr. Panow might overlook the movements of all 
thofe, whom we had reafon to fufped. This order was 
immediately put in execution, and, diredly afterwards, I 
caufed the mutineers to be feized, and gave orders for a 
council to be held in the afternoon for their examination. 

According to the report, five fick, four prifoners. 
At fix we had eighteen inches water in the well, which 
we cleared. Latitude in, 59 degrees, 40 minutes ; lon- 
gitude in, 16 degrees, 45 minutes; wind fouth-foutli- 
weft; current from north to Ibuth; courfe north-eaft, one 
quarter eaft. 

Tuefday, May the 31 ft, clear weather and a ftrong 
wind, which permitted us to ufe only our lower fails : the 
lea covered with ice-drifts. At two P. M. aflembled the 
council, to examine the prifoners. Andreanow declared 
that their number was twenty-two;, and that Mr. Ste- 
phanow was probably at their head, though he could not 

pofitively 
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pofitively afErm it, as he had not heard him mentioned, 
except by Sacharinow, which the latter denied. The 
council advifed calling all hands, after which I ftated the 
fadt, and requefted their advice on this occaflon. Their, 
refolution was unanimous to punifti the criminals feverely, 
and, if the author could be difeovered, to throw him 
into the fea. In confequence of their refolution, thole 
whom I had reafon to fufped as chiefs of the plot, 
were condemned to receive each twenty-five lalhes ; and 
the others, upon exprelTing their forrow, were difeharged, 
after alking pardon of the company. But, as I had juft 
caufe to fear the confequences of this mutiny, I took 
away their arms. Mr. Panow, irritated againft his rela- 
tion, whom he found always bufied in caballing, declared 
to him, that he was determined to put him to death 
himfelf, on the firft fimilar occafion. This declaration, 
made in the prefence of the whole company, produced an 
admirable effe<ft. 

In the evening I was alarmed by an outcry and tumult 
upon dack, occafioned by Sacharinow, the friend of 
Stephanow, who threatened to kill Sibeaw ; but as Mr. 
Cruftiew was prefent fie cawfed Sacharinow to be feized 
and put in irons. 

The night was clear, but the cold was fo intenfe that 
all the water in the hold was frozen. Happily for us the 
wind had driven away the ice. At ten we faw feveral 
whales fwimming from north to fouth. At eleven 
puniflied Sacharinow with 50 lalhes. 

According to report, eleven lick; three Water-calks 
burft. Cleared the well of fixteen inches of water, at 
fix A. M. Latitude in, 61 degrees, 37 minutes; longitude 

T t 2 in* 
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in, 19 degrees, 3 minutes; wind 'ibuthi*eaR; ctiitent 
from the north ; courfe north-north-eaft. 

Wednefday, June the i ft, cloudy weather and foggy,, 
with cold. Few drifts, but the Ihip furrounded with 
floating wood. Saw feverai flight of birds called Urille- 
Thele are all over white except the head, the extremities 
of the wings and the tail, which are black. The beak 
and feet are of a deep yellow. They came fo near us. 
that I ftiot two, and found them as large as ducks, and 
their flelh of a tolerably good tafte. Towards night the' 
wind frelhened, and veered to the fouthward ; it was J(b > 
iftrong that I could feft only the lower fails. At day.- 
break founded, and got ground at forty-eight fathoms, , 
fand and (hells. At ten, land in fight, bearing eaft, one 
quarter fouth, which we foon after perceived to be an 
ifland. As we (aw another cape bearing north-eaft one 
quarter north, I determined to pafs between them, heav- 
ing the lead. The depth of water was from twenty- four, 
to thirty-fix fathoms. At noon the cape bore north, one 
quarter weft, and the ifland fouth. (Plate VIII. No. T, 
is a view of the land.) 

According to report thirteen lick, the (hip making no 
water. Latitude in, 62 degrees, o minutes; longitude 
in, 22 degrees, 3'6 minutes. Wind fouth-fouth-eaft;. 
current from north-weft to fouth-eaft ; courfe north-eaft. 

Thuffday, June the 2d, variable weather, with (how* 
A fre(h breeze from fouth to fouth-fouth-weft, with a 
heavy fea. Handed the courfes, and kept only the mizea 
^d the top-faris fet all the night, flaw feverai fea- 
Wolves and whales. At day-break we were furrounded 
with ite-drifts, trpoii which w6 fewa very great number 
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Birds. I'he fotinditig line was feveral times cut 
^dndet by tlie ice. Weather colder than before. 

According to report thirteen lick. Clewed the well 
ildm nine to four inches of water. Latitude in, 63 
degrees, 30 minutes j longitude in, 25 degrees, 4 minutes. 
lYind fouth-fouth-weft 3 current from north to fouth ; 
courle north-eaft. 

Friday, June the 3d, at three P. M. faw a very thick 
field of ice, to which a large mafs of ice of earth was 
attached,. with Ihrubs growing on it. I immediately gave 
orders to found, and had ground at feventy-four fathoms, 
coarfe fand and fizeBs. The wind frelhened at intervals, 
and it fnowed" alinoft continually. Towards evening the 
wind Slackened a little, , but Ibon after came on with re- 
doubled fury and impetuofity. A hurricane arofe in the 
Ibu th- weft quarter, and iblew with fuch violence that we 
had fmall hopes of beholding ; the break of ‘ day. The 
dalhing of the ice againft the veffel was fo frequent 
that I expeifted every moment her fides would have been 
bulged. Happily I had the precaution to lower our 
yards and the top-mafts j the mizen-maft was carrieci 
a-waji At the break of day the hurricane greatly in-4 
creafed, When on a fudden we perceived, at the diftance of 
a league, a reef upon which the fea broke iii a moft 
dreadful manner. The return of day Ihcwed uts more 
clearly the danger we had pafied, by the difco\'ery of 
malTes of ice of a prodigious height piled one upon 
another. Our foundihgs were twenty- fix fathom, and 
at tew o’clock we faw land.' 

According tO thh Ve^ioffc -fifteen ficfeV ^hc Ihip 
much Water, Latitucfe 64 degrees^ 45 : mihuteis j 

longitude 
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kir^itjuide in, 26 degrees, 30 minntes. Wind^fouth-weft^ 
cmrent from north, to fojuth ; courfenorth-north-eaft and 
ij,Oft:h-eaft one quarter north. 

^Saturday, June the 4th, being, refolved to hold on nay 
courfe until I had determined the diftance between the 
two capes, which the Rufliaoxs affirm to be .very near. each 
other. I flood to the north-weft along fhore, and about 
four P. M. obferving that the northern part of the land of 
the. cape pf America drew. to the eaftward, and flood off. 
At five faw land bearing weftTfouth-weft, which we foon 
perceived to be,iflandsj the ice which the current brought 
upon us carried, us fo near that we faw them in the night, 
and diftinguifhed three in. number at day . break. To avoid 
the diredlipn of the icerdrifts I made the beft of my way by 
fettipg rfaij, ..and at ten A. M. we difcoyered.Iand, and 
two yeffels ftanding towards* us. Our foundings were 
thirty-four fathom. At eleven, . moored at the diftance of 
three leagues, in twenty- two fathom, and took a view of the, 
Jand; for which fee plate IX. Latitude i% 65 degrees., 
20 minutes j longitude in, 25 degrees.., 30 minutes. 
Wind fouth-y^eft ; current .from jthe north-caft ^ courfe 
north-north-weft. 

Sunday, June the 5th, at anchor, furrounded with 
ice; the wind irregular, and increafinj^ with a heavy fea. 
At three P. M. the boats reached us^ and appeared to be 
Tfukcfi. I invited them on .board iv a Koreack, who 
yras with ^us : They came withoiit fear. It was by their 
jmcans^that .1 learned pohtlvely, .that we were no further 
diflant from TfukotzkpyrJftPfs than about fourteen leagues; 
that the iflands we -had iiben'were four in number, the mPtt 
f^utherly being the Jargeft ; and that the cape we had 

quitted 
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quitted in the evening, was that of the great- l^d A 4 ak-* 
fina, the name by which the Tfukcfi denote -AmCTica) 
At four, finding myfelf in danger from the icc^, and being 
informed that it was impoffible to pafs • further,- I deter- 
mined to return to the coaft of ' America, for- which the 
wind was favourable j at this infiant the cable was cut by 
the ice-drifts, and I had only>time to re-embark the Tfiik- 
cfi, to whom I made a ptefent of fome knives and 
brandy. At five P, M. iet'* fail -under the courfes, the (hip 
making much waten • About ten- we' perceived an ap- 
pearance of blacknefs to the fouthward, which indicated 
the vicinity of the lafir mentioned illands. The ice in- 
commoded us lefsy-asi'the direftion of the veffel was with 
the current. About fix P. Mw doubled the cape of Alak- 
fina, and at * eleven difcovered an entrance • between the 
breakers and the Ihorei The cape fheltered us from the 
ice-drifts, and left us at liberty to work the ihip ; 
I therefore determined, at- all events, to feek for an- 
chorage. 

According to the report, twelve fick, the Ihip making 
at the rate of thirty-eight inches of water per day. Lati- 
tude in, 64 degrees 50 minutes ; longitude in,. 26 degrees, 
4 minutes; wind fouth-weft, current north; courfe 
fouth-lbuth-eaft. 

Monday, June the 6th, having approached the land, I 
difcovered a bay in which I moored. Soundings from 
eight fathoms to * and 1 furveyed this harbour, into 
which run two brooks. Plate exhibits the plan. 

As foon as we had moored,. I ordered twenty-eight 
aflbeiates on fhore, to fet up tents made of our fails, and 

at 
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ia£ mo anda half P.M. I went on fliOre with Mr* 

^Ofurin, who having obferved a place which ,proijiifed tf 
give us an opportunity of careening the fliip, propoled to 
viilt the fpot. I therefore gave the neceffary orders for un- 
loading her cargo, and Mr. Cfurin was charged to overlook 
and make the neccflary preparations. T hirty-fix of the af- 
fociates, under the cbrnmand of Mr. Panow, were directed 
to undertake this, while the reft employ^ themfclves 
in hunting, filhing and cutting of wood. 

Tuefday June the 7 th, all the people being bulled at 
^^ork, I requefted Mr. Kuzneczow, as the moft alert, to 
take fome of the affociates with him, and go in queft of 
<3ilcoveries. This day Mr. Cfurin informed me, that 
though the Ihip’s timbers were ftrained, yet it would be 
capable of failing in the fouthern feas, and that the leaks 
were occallonedonly by the loofening of the feams, whit^h 
he hoped to jemedy by caulking, in a few hours. This 
account was very agreeable to me, and I was aflured of 
its truth by aftiial infpediion.- Mr Kuzneczow did not 
ireturn till eight in the evening, when he informed me, 
that he had afeendtd the neighbouring mountain to, the 
northward, and had difeovered land to the north-eaft, but 
that to the eaftward there lay an immenfe country with 
few mountains, and in many places without fnoui^ and 
inta-fejfted by rivers. The approach of night not having 
permitted him to diftingui^ remote objeifts, he alked 
permiftion to take others of the aflbeiates with him to 
purfue his difeoveries to the eaftward ; for he aflured me, 
that he had obferved llgns of its being inhabited. Scing 
him lb well difpoled, and being dellrous of obtaining a 
pofttive knowledge of this country, I permitted him to 

complete 
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complete his difcovery. I paffed the night with feveral 
of my friends, in watching our aflbciates, as there was 
reafon to fear fome plot, but happily they were quiet. 

Wednefday, June the 8th, the veflel being caulked, 
was loaded again, and the water-caiks filled. Our fifhery 
produced one calk and a half of filh, which we falted, 
and our hunting party brought only twenty beavers, with 
fome fea- wolves ; but they likewife brought us a great pro- 
vifion of garlick, and 740 roots of a very agreeable tafte : 
They were nearly of the fize of a child’s head, and 
weighed from three to five pounds. At eleven A. M. all 
the people were on board, and we waited only the return 
of Mr. Kuzneczow. 

According to the report, thirteen fick, the (hip making 
from feven to eleven inches of water per day. 

Thurfday, June the 9th. At one P. M. Mr. Kuz- 
neczow arrived at the fiiore : I fent the fmall boat for him, 
and when he came on board he informed me, that he had 
difcovered, at the diftance of four leagues, an habitation 
compofed of fourteen huts, but that the inhabitants had 
fled, and he had found only an old woman and fome chil- 
dren in their huts. The old woman was of a very dark 
completion, with many figures painted on her fore- 
head, and her noftrils bored ; but as he could not make 
himfelf underftood by any word of the Koriac or Tfukcfi 
language, he could derive no information from her : he 
found feveral bows and arrows, with the heads very well 
made, of iron, in the huts, and brought them away, 
as he knew that they would be acceptable to me, as 
well as an habit almoft complete made of birds feathers. 
As he found nothing more which was remarkable, he re- 
VoL. I. U u tired, 
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tired, after leaving feveral knives and imall mirrors, iir. 
the room of the things he had carried away, which part of 
his conduct, I very ftrongly approved. This difcovery * 
at laft convinced me, that 1 had been fufficiently fortunate 
to verify the diftance between the two capes, concerning 
which to many conjc6tures have been made, and of which 
the Ruffians have fpoken fo falfely ; for it is not true,, 
that any veffel has paffed this ftrait, though the people 
employed on this voyage went as far as Anadir, where 
their veffel was caff away in 1 5 degrees of longitude from 
Bolffia, and 73 degrees of latitude. They finifhed their 
journey by land to Anadir, and thence to Kamchatka,, 
but not by fea as they have publiffied. At three P. M. 
weighed, and made fail out of the bay of Aladar ; our 
courfe was fouth-eaft, one quarter eaft, and we were fa- 
voured by a ftrong tide. At day-break 1 difcovered that 
we had paffed berween the continent and an ifland named 
Aladar, at the fame time that I faw another cape on the 
main land, which formed a bay, 1 obferved that the 
middle of this bay lay north. About ten A. M. faw 
another cape, the extremity of which is diftinguiffied by 
a mountain in the form of a fugar-loaf, fee plate X. 

Latitude in, 63 degrees, 10 minutes; longitude in, 28 
degrees, 2 5 minutes ; wind weft-fouth-weft ; current from 
north-weft ; courfe fouth-eaft, one quarter fouth. 

Friday June the loth, having obferved that the coaft 
inclined to the eaftward, I determined to fail along it, as 
we v/ere no longer incommoded by the ice-drifts, and the 
wind was favourable. We paffed an agreeable day, which 
was the fir ft ftnee our departure from Kamchatka. The 

wind 

* The Count was miftaken in fuppofing ever reached America. See 
the editor’s preface. 
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wind was frefli, though not too ftrong, the fea moderate, 
and the ground from forty-five to tvi^enty-fix fathom; the 
night was no lefs beautiful than the, day. At five in the 
morning we faw a prodigious quantity of birds, whofe 
flight was direded from fouth-eaft to north- weft, but we 
loft fight of the land, and did not again come in fight ’till 
near ten hours, when we faw it at a very great diftance in 
the north-eaft quarter. Our courfe brought us nearer 
and nearer, and at three quarters after eleven I took the 
view, fee plate XI. 

According to the report, nine fick ; the pump clear ; 
latitude in, 63 degrees, o minutes; longitude in, 31 
degrees, 4 minutes ; wind weft-fouth-weft ; current from 
the fouth ; courfe eaft, one quarter fouth. 

Saturday June the iith, fine clear weather with 
a ftrong fteady breeze, the land conftantly in fight ; 
many flights of birds feen in the dire< 9 :ion of yefterday ; 
the people on board uncommonly quiet. At ten I ob- 
fervcd a headland, and the dire<ftion of the coaft was to 
the eaft ward. 

According to the report, feven fick, the pump clear ; 
latitude in, 61 degrees, 42 minutes ; longitude in, 33 
degrees, 40 minutes; wind weft; no current; courfe 
fouth-eaft, one quarter fouth. 

Sounded, and got ground thirty-eight fathom. 

Sunday, June the 12th, fine clear weather, and wind 
as yefterday. At eight P. M. the land being in 
fight from eaft to north, founded, and got ground at 
twenty-two fathom ; ftiortened fail, and as the blacknefs 
of the horizon indicated the proximity of the land, came 
to anchor in fourteen fathom. At day-break found our- 

U u 2 felvcs 
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felves at the diftance of a league and a half from a head- 
land to the eaftward, and another cape lay north one 
quarter north dillant five leagues ; near the entrance of 
a bay, which ftrongly tempted me to come to, but the 
affociates infifted that we Ihould make the fhorteft eourfe to 
fome European eftablilhrment, as they reprefented that 
they had not entered into any engagement to run over 
the ocean in fearch of difeoveries ; I thought proper, 
therefore, to fatisfy their defires, and abandoning my* 
project, I weighed, and continued to fail along the 
coaft. 

According to the report, five Tick, the pump clear; 
latitude in, 6 o degrees, 40 minutes; longitude in, 35* 
degrees, 52 minutes; wind weft; current fouth- weft 3- 
courfe fouth-fouth-eaft. 

Depth of water twenty-fix fatliom. 

Monday, June the 13th, the weather began to change 
and became fqually ; handed the top-fails, and continued 
our eourfe under the lower fails. To conform to the re- 
folution of the company, I kept as near the wind as 
pofliblc. In the night it was a dead calm, and the Ihip 
rolled in a dangerous manner. At day-break, no land 
being in fight, we were fiirrounded by floating herbage. 
The companions exprefled their fatisfaftion at the mild- 
nefs of the climate we had failed into; at ten faw there 
elevated rocks, and failed round the fouthernmoft. 

According to the report, five fick, the pump clear ; 
latitude in, 59 degrees, 10 minutes; longitude in, 34 
degrees, o minutes ; wind weft, and weft-north-weft ; no 
current ; eourfe fbuth-weft, one quarter fouth. 

Very 

* So in the manufeript. 
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Very high land in fight to the eaftward, xiiftant nine or 
ten leagues. 

Tuefday, June the 14th,.. elofe weather, inclining to 
ftormy, the clouds becoming heavier and in heaps one 
above the other. The wind veered to the north- weft, 
and increafed its force, but as at the fame it became 
fteadier, I ventured to fet the top-fails. The fmoothnefs 
of the water encouraged me to take this advantage. Thf^ 
weather in the night was fimilar to that in the day, no 
land being in fight, but we obferved its^fituation by the 
blacknefs which covered the eaftern part of the horizon*; , 
founded feveral times, but got no bottom. 

According to the report, five fick, the pump clear. 

B.- Saw the land which I fketched, fee plate XI, 
latitude in, 57 degrees, 25 minutes; longitude in, 3*2 
degrees, o minutes; wind north- weft; no current ; courle 
fouth-weft, one quarter fouth. 

Wednefday, June the 15th, -having oblerved ' figns of 
an approaching gale of wind during the whole morning, 

I handed the top-fails, and got down the mizen top-maft; 
it came on by degrees, and 'its greateft force continued 
only three hours, but its violence was exceftlve; kept 
only the lower fails fet for the reft of the day. At 
we were between the cape and the ifland,' which we 
doubled, but afecond iOand being iii fight, I lay too under 
the mizen, with the ftiip’s head to the eaftward ; but the 
force of the wind at daft obliged me in the morning to laiy 
to under Her bare poles. The violence of the rolling of 
the {hip ftretched our ftirouds and back-ftays in fiich a 
manner, that in the morning the mafts were almoft en- 
tirely without fupport ; we remedied this as well as pof- 
fible, by feizing them together with ropes. 

’ Thurfday' 
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Thurfday, June the 1 6th, were in danger of running 
aground on an ifland, which I avoided by little lefs than 
a miracle. This was a day of extreme danger, as every 
lea went over the ilhip, and the pumps being unable to 
keep her clear endangered our foundering. In this afflic- 
tion I faw the lofs we fhould undergo of the rich furs we 
had on board, which promifed to be worth near a million 
of piaftres at China. 

Friday, June the 17th, tlie wind infenlibly flackened, 
and the company laboured hard to clear the fhip out of 
her Hate of confulion. At day-dreak it was almoft calm, 
we therefore fet up the fhrouds and back flays, and got 
up the yards and top-mafls^ At nine the wind entirely 
died away, and the fun appearing, gave us an opportunity 
to make an obfervation. 

According to the report, 19 lick ; pumps conflantly 
going without being able to clear the well. Lati- 
tude in, 55 degrees, 35 minutes 3 longitude in, 31 
degrees, 30 minutes, 

Saturday, June the z 8th, variable winds from north to 
•north-eafli heavy weather, with an irregular fwell. As 
I had determined to anchor at the illand mentioned to me 
by Mr, Ochotyn, I refolved to fland well to the eaflward, 
upon its parallel of latitude, for fear of miffing it: For 
this reafon I failed on a fouth-eafl courfe. At two P. M. 
heing delirous of infpedling the cargo, I caufed the hold 
to be opened, out of which ifllied putrid vapours, doubt- 
lefs from the corruption of the Ikins. The women and 
fick, whow^re Ihut up below during the florm, were car- 
ried upon deck: They at firft found themfelves faint, but 
afterwards grew better. In the night the fwell became 
lefs, and the wind fixed at north-eaft, one quarter north. 
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The pumps were conftantly kept at work without being 
able to clear the well, and the courfe of the veffel was 
greatly impeded. At day-break faw land from the maft 
head, right a head; ufed every effort to come near it; 
about noon we faw it was an ifland; founded feveral 
times, but got no bottom. 

According to the report, 1 8 lick ; the^veffel making 1 8 
inches of water per hour. Latitude in, 54 degrees, 28 
minutes, north ; longitude, 3 2 degrees, 46 minutes ; 
wind north-eaft, one quarter north; curreat from north- 
eaft; courfe fouth-eaft, one quarter fouth 

Sunday, June the 19th, at one P. M. the weather being 
fine, the wind moderate, and very little fwell, I handed 
all the fails, and fent fixteen men, under the command 
of Meffrs. Wynbladth and Kuzneezow, on fhore in the 
fiialiop, to make difeoveries, while the fhip drove to the 
fouth ward along Ihore^ All this day was employed in 
repairing the damages fuftained by the late gale of wind. 
At feven Mr Kuzneezow returned with two boats, con- 
ducted by the iflanders, having two Ruffian ftrangers at 
their head. He informed me, that the ifland was named 
the greater Kadik^ and that there was another ifland to 
the fouth-eaft, which the inhabitants called the iiland of 
black foxes. On his landing he was furrounded by the 
iflanders, armed with lances and arrows,, who appeared 
inclined to difputd the paffage with him. He called out, 
that if they were of the party of Mr. Ochotyn they 
fhould acknowledge his friends ; upon which exclamation 
two Ruffians came forward for a more particular expla- 
nation, and when they were at laft convinced that we 
were really conneded with Mr. Ochotyn, from the ac- 
count Mr. Kuzneezow gave of his ftay at Beering’s ifland, 

they 
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they appeafed the natives, who* laid down their arms, and 
came haftily to give marks of their fatisfa<Slion. They 
propofed to conduA Mr. Kuzneczow to their habitations ; 
but his deiire of fpeedily returning prevented his accepting 
their invitation. Two Ruflians, therefore, determined 
to accompany him, and as a proof of their good in- 
tentions, they had loaded the boats with different roots 
and a quantity of beavers and foxes fkins. 

From this account I gave orders for receiving the 
iflanders, and entertaining them in the beft manner in our 
power; while I lorft no time in receiving the friends of 
Ochotyn. They informed me, that their number amounted 
to twenty-»two upon the ifland, and that the tajons of the 
place ‘'had fiibmittcd to the command of Mr. Ochotyn ; 
by whole orders they were at that time bulled in con- 
ftruding feveral veffels. They then requefted that I 
would give them fome proof of my having had an inter- 
view with Mr. Ochotyn. I thought proper to fatisfy 
them, by exhibiting his letter to the tajon of Urumulir; 
after perufal of which, having no further niiftruft, they 
offered their fervices as pilots, to conduct: the Ihip to 
Urumulir. 1 accepted their offer with great pleafure, 
but I reprelented to them that one would be fufficient. 
They therefore drew lots, and the chance fell upon 
Gregoir Salallow. We put ourfelves under his charge 
till morning, and then having made up a prefent for the 
tajon, which I entrufted to the companion of Salallow, I 
diliributed knives and looking glaffes to all the illanders 
on board, and difmilUng them we purfued our voyage with 
our two boats allern. 

At nine in the morning we found ourfelves at the mouth 
of a bay, whert' Salallow requelled leave to go on Ihore to 

procure 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 337 

procure a Bajdara, to pilot us; I confented, and he re- 
turned before noon with a boat and men. The agility with 
which this fmall boat was managed, and the velocity of its 
courfe, though it had no other fail than a fmall piece of 
cloth, fattened to a ttick in the centre of the veflel, atto- 
nifhed me very much. 

According to the report, eighteen ttck ; the pumps con- 
ftantly going. Latitude in 54 degrees, 00 minutes ; longi- 
tude 32 degrees, 30 minutes. Wind north-eatt; current 
north-eaft ; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter fouth. Land in 
fight all day. 

Monday, June 20th. Fine warm weather, moderate 
wind, and no fwell : many flights of birds in fight, which 
Salafiow obferving me to notice, informed me, that at this 
feaibn, the geefe and ducks retired towards Alakfina. 
From the account he gave me, I was confirmed in my opi- 
nion, that the land of Alakfina was the main continent of 
America. He affured me that the dittance to the great 
land, did not exceed thirty-five or forty leagues ; and that 
the iflanders often made voyages thither, to vifit their friends 
and relations ; the Tajon of Kadik, being married to one 
of the daughters of the Tajor of Alakfina Homin. About 
three o’clock, having the boats a-head, conducted by the 
iflanders, we law an ifland, which Salafiow affirmed to be 
the ifland of Foxes ; and he informed me, that there were 
three others to the fouthward of that ifland. About five we 
faw another ifland, on the ttarboard ; and Salafiow inform- 
ed me, that there were four together, whofe pofition I 
have marked from his information. The fituation of thefe 
iflands occafioning a very irregular fea, 1 determined to 
come too; for which purpofe I confulted my pilot, who 

VoL. I. X X informed 
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informed me, that the depth of water where we then were, 
was twenty fathom. In fa<St we found it eighteen, on 
founding. I anchored in the mid-channel, and immcdi- 
ately afterwards Salafiow went on fhore in his boat, having 
firft informed me, that I might continue my courfe through 
the fame channel, and that he would rejoin me before I got 
out of the {freights ; for which purpofe he begged I would 
hoift a blue flag, and fire feveral guns. In the night we 
obferved feveral fires upon the great ifland, on our {lar- 
board hand, and one on the fmall illand. At five in the 
morning, weighed, and made fail, having a beautiful vdew 
of the ifland along which we coafted. At ten we faw a 
{econd ifland, on the larboard bow,, and its pofition agreed 
with the information of Salafiow. 

According to the report, fixteen fick, pumps conllantly 
at work. Latitude in 53 degrees, 49 minutes; longitude 
in 30 degrees, 41 minutes. Wind north-ea{l; current 
north-eaft; courfe fouth-we{l, one quarter well.. 

Tuefday, June 21. Wind and weather as yellerday. 
Continued our courfe at a good rate. This day Mr. Pa- 
now alTured me, that we were indebted for the good beha- 
viour of the company, to our friendfhip with Mr. Ocho- 
tyn ; and that he was well alTured, that if it had not been 
for the fear of Mr. Ochotyn, a party of the companions 
would have run the fhip on Ihore. In fad:, the perfed 
tranquillity of the whole company, though worn out with 
hard work at the pumps, led me to give credit to Mr. Pa- 
now’s conjedure; but I was contented to enjoy the ad- 
vantage of this tranquillity, without minutely enquiring 
into the caufes which produced it. 


At 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 339 

At five, Mr. Salafiow returned, with three other veflels, 
which brought a quantity of dried fifli, roots, and one 
hundred and fixty beaver ikins^ On his arrival on board, 
Mr. Salafiow prefented me with the provifions and furs, in 
the name of the Tajon of the ifland, whofe fon he brought 
with him, with a rcqueft to convey him to the illand Uru- 
mufir, where he propofed to vifit his relations. I con- 
fented to this with pleafure, and returned his father an 
aifortment of toys, with a handfome gun, as a prefent ; 
and after having diftributed fonie trifles among the iflanders, 
I difmified them. At feven we pafled the fouth-weft 
point of the ifland, and came in fight of another, right 
a-head, which Salafiow told me was named Amfchud. We 
doubled the cape, and refumed a direft courfe, at about two 
o’clock. At fix we faw an ifland on the larboard fide, 
which Salafiow informed me belonged to Uriimufir; and 
that there lay another beyond it, which, in fad, wms fcen 
by the men at the maft head. At eleven we obfervcd tlircc 
other iflands, on the ftarboard fide, which Salafiow called 
the Beavers ; and we were in full fight of the ifland Uru- 
mufir, at the diftance of two leagues. Salafiow undertook 
to condud us into the harbour. 

According to the report, ten fick, the pumps conftantly 
at work. Latitude in 52 degrees, 25 minutes ; longitude 
in 28 degrees, 15 minutes. Wind north-eaft, quarter 
eafl ; current north-eaft ; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter 
fouth. 

Wednefday, June 22. The wind being calm, hoifted 
out the fliallop and fmall boat, and towed the velTel. At 
two o’clock found ourfelves at the mouth of a bay, into 

X X 2 which 
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which we entered, and moored at one cable’s lei^th, dif- 
tance from the fhore, in four and one-half ^thorns water. 

As foon as we came too, Salaliow requefted to go on 
fhore, to inform the inhabitants and aflbeiates of Mr. 
Ochotyn of our arrival, in order to prevent any difturb- 
ance. I fent Mr. Kuzneezow with him, and he return- 
ed about three, P. M. with two other RulTians, who 
invited me to come on fhore, and offered me the ufe of 
a commodious lodging, and a (lore houfe, large enough 
to contain our whole lading. Mr. Kuzneezow informed 
me that the Ruffians had promifed him every affiilance on 
the part of the iflanders ; but that I could not fee the 
chief of the ifland till the following day, on account of 
the diftance of his habitation. Before I left the vefl’el I 
gave the command to Mr. Cfurin, and left with him 
twenty-eight aflbeiates, whom I could mofl: depend upon. 
All the reft of the company, including the women and 
the Tick, I took on fhore with me. When I landed I 
was taken to a very convenient habitation, near which 
flood a fpacious building fit for a ftore-houfe. As foon as 
I had appointed the lodgings of the fick, and the women, 
I eftabliflied a camp for my people, and fent immediate 
orders to unload the veflfel. This bufinefs was particularly 
intrufted to MelTrs. Panow and Wynbladth, and I was 
content to have Mr. Kuzneezow and Sibaew with twelve 
affociates near me. 

The two Ruffians who conducted me to my habitation 
left me for the purpofe, as they laid, to affemble their 
Aflbeiates and the iflanders in order to vifit me in cere- 
mony. 


At 
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At eight o’clock Salaiiow returned to inform me that 
the chief of the ifland was coming to pay me a vifit, 
with the wife of Ochotyn, and a great number of the 
iflanders, and confequently that it would be proper to 
make fome fmall prefcnts to the principal perfons, of whom 
he named eleven. After he had left me to join his com- 
panions, I paffed the whole night in fuperintending the 
landing of our effeds, among which our guns were not 
the fmalleft concern. Our aftiduity was fuch that with 
no other alfiftance than the ftialiop and the fmall boat the 
fhip was unladen by five in the morning, and I had the fatis- 
fadion to fee the veffel cleared. 

At nine in the morning an old man was announced to 
me, who fpoke the Ruffian language. He was admitted 
and came in with a boy of twelve years of age, whom 
he offered me as a prefent, which I accepted on con- 
dition that he would permit me to make him a prefent in 
Return. His phyfiognomy convinced me that he was not 
a Ruffian, but as he fpoke the Ruffian language very 
well, I was curious to enquire into this prodigy. There 
is no doubt but he perceived my embarraffment, for he 
burft into a laugh, and faid, Mr. European, you will be 
furprized that I call you by that name, but I mull in- 
form you that I knbw more than all the Aleuthes. I 
was taken by the Coffacks in my youth, who carried 
me into their own country, where I was conveyed from 
one town to another, till at laft I fell into the hands of a 
merchant, who lent me with fome Coffacks in fearch of 
my country, which we at lall found, and the Cofficks 
fent me on fhore, that I might invite my countrymen 
to trade with them. But for my part finding myfelf re- 

flored 
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ftored to my countiy, I returned no more to the Coffacks, 
but remained in my own ifland ; where the Tajon having 
taken an attachment to me, gave me his daughter Kalki in 
marriage : and as I knew every thing, the Aleuthes made 
me their Tajon after the death of my father-in-law ; and 
I am now the firongefl, the moft knowing, and the richeft 
Tajon of the Aleuthes. As I am now in years I have given 
up the government to my fon, and content myfelf with being 
his friend and advifer. My fon need no longer fear the 
Coflacks, for an European Tajon has married his daughter, 
and this Tajon is a god. For this reafon it is that I laughed, 
and fhall laugh on. 

From this lafl: expreflion, underftanding that he fpoke of 
Ochotyn, I informed him that I knew him well, and that 
he was one of my friends, and had intrufted me with a 
letter for his father-in-law. 

On this afl'urance the good old man embraced me, called 
me his fon, his dear fon, and afterwards begged leave to 
depart, to carry this news to his family. After the depar- 
ture of this good man, I gave orders to infpeft the chefts 
of furs. We did not find one undamaged. I gave orders, 
therefore, that they Ihould be expofed to the air to dry, and 
the good ones feparated from the reft. The women took 
charge of this bufinefs. 

Thurfday, June 23. On fliore at the bay of Urumufir. 
At one o’clock I was informed of the arrival of the Tajon, 
efcorted by the RulTians of Ochotyn’s party, and a very 
confiderable number oF attendants. The good old man 
preceded them all, and prefen ted his wife to me, as did 
iikewife the Tajon his children, with the wife of Mr. Ocho- 
tyn and fome of the chief iftanders. After this ceremony, 

the 
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the company formed a circle, in the midft of which the 
Tajon feated himfelf with all his family. I then caufed the 
letter of Mr. Ochotyn to be brought, which I put into the 
hands of the Tajon. Its contents were as follow : 

Health to my father, the Tajon Tuachta, chief of the 
Aleuthes iflands. 

In the hope, that God will conduct my friend to you, I 
have given him the prefent letter, to inform you of our 
union, and to beg that you will give him every afllftance he 
may want. 

I wait the arrival of the veflel to proceed to Kamchatka, 
whence I hope to return, before the next fnow, to embrace 
my wife, and convince you of my tendernefs. All that 1 
(hall take from the Coffacks will be for you and your fub- 
jedfs. I recommend likewifc, by this prelent letter, to 
my companions, to fhew every fubmiffion to my friend 
who brings this letter, and to obey him as they would my- 
felf. I wilh all happinefs to my father, our family, my 
afTociates, and my wife. 

Signed OCHOTYN. 

Bering s Iflandy May 1771 - 

This letter was read by a Ruffian, and interpreted in a 
loud voice by the father of the Tajon. The wife of Mr. 
Ochotyn wept, and her tears convinced me that the people, 
whom we are in the habit of calling favages, might ferve 
as models to us for friendfhip and attachment. After the 
letter was read, one of the Ruffians advanced and informed 
me, that he was nominated commanding officer on the 
iBand during the abfence of Mr. Ochotyn 5 and that in 
I confequence 
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confequence of his orders, he begged me to dilpofe of him 
and forty other aflbciates. I thanked him for his offer, and 
replied, that if Ibme of them were willing to aflift us in 
our works, I fhould gratefully acknowledge their fervices. 
The Tajon, on his part, requefted his father to propofe to 
me to enter into friendfhip with him. For this purpofe, he 
ordered feven veffels made of fkin and filled with water to 
be brought to wafh our faces. The Tajon took one, and difi- 
tributed five others to five other chiefs. The feventh he 
prefented to me. After this ceremony, fire was brought, 
and every one took a coal, and faid, with fire like this we 
will burn the Coflacks. The oath finifhed by the diftri- 
bution of feven arrows, which were broken by the pofTef- 
fors refpedtively, with the words, Amongft us arms are 
ufelefs. The attendants then brought ftones, and raifed a 
pile in remembrance of our oath. After which I regaled 
the Tajons with brandy, and diftributed at lead: two hun- 
dred pounds of tobacco among the iflanders. I likewife 
diftributed my prefents, in return for which Tajon pro- 
mifed me fome valuable fkins. 

At the clofe of day the iflanders retired to an eminence 
near us, and eftabliflied their camp. Being informed by 
the aflbciates of Ochotyn, that they were about to make 
a feflival of rejoicing, I determined to go and fee them. I 
accordingly went, and the Tajon, as foon as he law me, 
came to meet me, and introduced me into the circle, that 
I might have a better opportunity of beholding their 
dance. In reality it was very fingular ; for at the found of 
the drum the whole company became agitated, as if in the 
higheft rage ; and the Ruflians informed me, that I fliould 
foon fee the whole company fall afleep, which was the 
2 . ufual 
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ufual effed of aii infufion of muchomor, which the iilanders 
drink on fiich occafions. This incident did not fail to hap- 
pen loon after, and the Tajon himfelf fell afleep among the 
reft. The old man his father was, however, an exception ; 
he accompanied me home, and I embraced the opportu- 
nity of inquiring, what reafbn had induced him to part 
with the boy he had given me ? He replied, that when he 
was laft year at Kadik, the Tajon of that ifland had given 
him the boy, who was born on the great land of Alexina,. 
where he had doubtlefs been made prifoner by the Aleuthes, 
againlt whom they had fworn a declared emnity ; and that 
being apprelienfive of the confequences on the part of the 
young man, he had determined to get rid of him the firft 
opportunity. 

As I had promifed, when I accepted his prefent, that I 
would make another in exchange, I gave him a handfome 
gun, one pound df powder, fifty balls, and five pounds of 
tobacco, with a bottle of brandy. Having thus fatisfied 
him we parted, and I went to reft : Mr. Kuzneczow un- 
dertook to keep watch. When I arofe, I learned that 
twenty- two aflbciates of Mr. Ochotyn’s party had under- 
taken to aflift in repairing the fhip ; and two of them being 
coopers, were employed in fetting up our cafks, which we 
were in great want of for water, as the heat of the climate 
to which we were going would prevent our availing our-, 
felves of the frefh water from the ice iflands, as we had hi- 
therto done. 

At nine o’clock, I was informed that a number of young 
women were come to offer their fervices, but the report 
came too late to put it in my power to make any decifion, 
fw my aflbciates had every one chofen companions from 

VoL. I. Y y amongft 
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amongft them. As I was defirous of infpeding the pro- 
grefs of the repairs of the veflel, I accordingly went on 
board, and had the latisfadion to fee that every thing 
would be compleated in the courfe of twenty-four hours, 
and confequently that I might quit the ifland in two or 
three days. I was defirous of profiting by this interval, 
and therefore determined to examine the interior parts of 
the ifland, and more efpecially to vifit the iflands we had 
difcovered on our approach to Urumufir. 

According to the report fix fick ; a quantity of roots 
and fifli were brought me on the part of the Tajon. 

Friday, June 24. I made an excurfion, accompanied 
by Mr. Kuzneczow, towards the eaftern part of the ifland. 
I pafled over the beautiful plains which are certainly fufcep- 
tible of good cultivation, but I difcovered no veftige which 
rendered it probable that thefe iflanders cultivate the earth. 
Their food intirely confifts in certain roots, fifli, and the 
flefh of beavers and fea cows. The wood which grows on 
this ifland is good, and proper for every kind of building. 

The habitations of the iflanders, feveral of which we faw 
and vifited, perfectly refembled the balagans of the Kam- 
chadals. After I returned from this excurfion, I deter- 
mined, from the fmall profpeft of meeting with any thing 
worthy of notice, to make no more, but double my at- 
tention, to get the veflel ready for departure. 

According to the report fix fick. Saturday, June 25. 
Mr. Cfurin informed me, that the veflel was ready to re- 
ceive her cargo. I therefore gave orders to this effed to 
Mr. Chruftiew. The aflfociates of Mr. Ochotyn were of 
great afliflance to us in this bufinefs. 
a 


About 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 347 

About two o’clock, the father of the Tajon came with a 
prefent of fixty flcins, and a canoe made of fkin ; the 
lightnefs of which furprized me, for two men could eafily 
carry it, though it had eight oars. The keel only was 
made of wood, and the reft was whale-bone, covered with 
the fkins of fea wolves, with the hair outwards, fewed to- 
gether with twine made of the guts of beavers. At five 
o’clock, the Tajon likewife arrived with prefen ts, and I 
regaled him and his comparfy with brandy. When he was 
informed of my approaching departure, he requefted a let- 
ter for Mr. Ochotyn, and I delivered him one to the fol- 
lowing purport : 

Honourable Friend, 

After a painful and dilagreeable navigation, in which I 
was compelled, by the obftinacy of my companions, to fail 
as far to the northward as 66 degrees, I have at laft returned 
to the fouth, and have taken advantage of the winds to vifit 
your ifland. I have received much advantage from the 
fervices of Salafiow, one of your aflbciates, whom I parti- 
cularly recommend to you. On my arrival, your friends 
and companions have given me every afiiftance to put my 
veflel into proper repair for a long voyage ; and the ifianders, 
from their example, have behaved with the utmoft cor- 
diality to us. The Tajon Tuachta, more efpecially, has 
been moft friendly and attentive. I could have wifhed, that 
the prefents I have diftributed among the ifianders had been 
of greater value: but alas! you know that Kamchatka is not 
a place from which any one elcapes overloaded with riches ; 
befides which, all my poflefllons confifted in furs, which 
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are plentiful among the iflanders. During the time of my 
ftay, I have obferved, with fatisfadlion, that the iflanders 
are fincerely attached to you. I therefore reeommend to 
you to avail yourfelf, as much as poflible, of their affec- 
tion ; and for that purpofc, I would advife you always to 
have a trufty party of thefe people near you ; for among 
the Ruffians, who are with you, there will be fome who 
will fhew the difpofltion of the country. To place your- 
felf out of danger of plots, you muft keep your people in 
conflant employment : and I take this oceaflon once more 
to repeat, that if I were fltuated as you are, with two or 
three vcffels fuitable to the undertaking, I would retire to 
the fouthward, where, doubtlefs, you will find iflands, and 
the climate will fecond your attempts to eftablifh a flourifh- 
ing colony. The knowledge you have of the commerce 
of China, and the conflant refource which you might have 
to your friends in the Aleuthes iflands for furs, to fupply 
this trade, could not fail to put it in your power to make 
an eftablifhment of the firfl importance. Adieu, my friend, 
I wifh you every profperity, and you may depend upon 
my beft exertions to caufe fome European power to accept 
your propofals. 

Signed MAURICE AUGUSTUS. 


After communicating this letter to the Tajon, I took 
my leave, being refolved to embark the following day. At 
eight in the morning, I gave orders for every one to go on 
board j and after making prefents to Salaflow, and tho 
other afibciates, I likewife v/ent on board with the flck and 
the women, where I found every thing in proper order. 

According 
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According to the report, two fick; the vefTel drawing feven 
feet eight inches water. 

Sunday, June 26. Fine clear warm weather, and calm. 
At three o’clock weighed anchor, towed out the veffel, and 
came too in the mid-channel. The affociatcs celebrated a 
feftival on the occafion of baptizing the young American 
on board, who was named Sacharie. In the morning, hav- 
ing been informed that there were upwards of fifty women 
on board, I gave orders for fetting them on fliore, after 
the diftribution of prefents among them. At eleven, A. M. 
weighed and made fail. 

According to the report, two fick ; cleared the well, hav- 
ing made no more than eight inches water during the 
twenty-four hours. 

Monday, June 27. At fea; fine temperate weather; 
wind north-eaft, rather frefh ; courfe Ibuth-weft, one quarter 
fouth, with all fails fet ; the three iflands in fight till four, 
P. M. and the fouth- weft point in fight till nine-; clear 
ftarry weather in the night. At ten in the morning faw 
land from the maft-head, which, the wind being favourable, 
we approached within two leagues diftance. 

According to the report, two fick ; the well clear. La- 
titude in 51 degrees, 30 minutes ; longitude in 25 degrees, 
25 minutes. Wind north-eaft; no current; courle fouth- 
weft. 

Tuefday, June 2 8 . Altered our courfe to fouth one quar- 
ter eaft, to avoid the breakers in fight near the fhore. At 
feven, P. M. the wind frefhened from north-eaft to eiift, 
and the fea arofe very irregularly, which caufed the velfel 
to labour. At eight, the fouthern extremity of the iftand 
being in fight, bearing north one quarter weft, we refumed 

our 
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our courfe, as I was delirous of reconnoitring thefe iflands, 
which had been defcribed to me as fituated in the 48 th 
degree of north latitude. At ten the wind fettled at eaft, 
and blew with the utmoft violence ; I had only time to 
take in the fmall lails ; the impetuolity of the wind re- 
duced the fwell, and the fea became as level as a pond ; we 
ran at the rate of ten knots and an half by the log under 
the mizcn. At feven, A. M. the wind began to llacken, 
and permitted me to fet the top-fails, under which we failed 
with undiminilhed velocity. At ten, A. M. faw land right 
a-head, which at noon was only three leagues diftant. 

According to the report, one lick ; the well clear. La- 
titude in 49 degrees, 6 minutes ; longitude in 2 2 degrees, 
40 minutes. Wind eaft ; no current j courfe fouthr-weft, 
one quarter fouth. 

Wednefday, June 29. Strong gales of wind through- 
out ; at three paiTed a cape of the ifland Cufma ; about 
five the horizon became clouded ; and at fix we had a 
ftiower, which did not laft long. The wind returned to 
the north-eaft, with fuch violence as carried away the fore 
and mizen top-mafts. The cargo fliifted*with the fhock, 
and fix buts of water were ftaved. I was chagrined at this 
lofs, more particularly becaufe I was convinced that our 
cafks would not hold tight in a hot climate. 

According to the report, five fick ; the pump clear. La- 
titude in 48 degrees, 40 minutes ; longitude in 1 8 de- 
grees, 30 minutes. Wind ncMrth-eaft j no current ; courfe 
Ibuth-weft, one quarter weft. 

Thurfday, June 30. Hazy weather, with rain ; wind 
from north-eaft to north, with a heavy fwell from north- 
weft. 


As 
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As I was defiroius of taking every precaution to fecure 
us againft the inconvenience of the want of water, I gave 
orders for the regular diftribution of an allowance. But 
Mr. Stephanow came and reprefented to me, in the name of 
the company, that the allowance of bifcuit and water I had 
fet was not enough, and that they required twice as much, 
as well as an allowance of brandy, which they were in need 
of to keep up their fpirits. This proceeding of Mr. Ste- 
phanow irritated me to fuch a degree, that I threatened to 
throw him overboard if he continued his cabal. I recol- 
lefted myfelf however, and was defirous of convincing him 
of the abfurdity of his conduct. But he paid no attention 
to me, and left the cabin with the groffeft inve<9:ives, with- 
out doubt with the intention of carrying his plot into exe- 
cution. To prevent this, I aflembled the chiefs of the 
company, in order to confult what was beft to be done ; for 
1 was well convinced, from my knowledge of the indivi- 
duals who compofed Stephanow’ s party, that they were dif- 
pofed to proceed to more ferious confequenccs. We had 
fcarcely met, before we received information that Stephanow 
had encouraged a party of the aflbciates to broach a barrel 
of water to quench their thirft ; and with a view to per- 
fuade them more effedually, he had declared that we were 
near the land, as he was certainly aflured by my own ob- 
fervations and the charts I had compofed from the infor- 
mation of Mr. Ochotyn, &c. He told them, that he 
knew very well the reafon why 1 had determined not to 
anchor at this land, and promifed to tell the reafon 
in fecret another time ; but that it was highly necellary, 
at this moment, to compel me to obey their orders. This 
Import determined us to go upon deck, to advife the aflb- 
ciates 
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ciates to return to their duty ; but we found them all armed, 
with Mr. Stephanow at their head, who fpared no impreca- 
tion againft me, and declared, that as the company had 
eledled him chief, he would preferve my life merely for 
the purpofe of encreahng my fulferings. He then ordered 
his people to feize me ; but luckily for me, Mr. Kuznec- 
zow thought of awakening the alTociates, who were afleep 
in their hammocks. Thefe came up the fore-fkuttle, to 
the number of nine, all armed, and prevented them from 
proceeding to violence. Being thus confined to the fore- 
caftle, we were fpedtators of the greateft dilbrders, which 
Mr. Stephanow himfelf could not remedy ; for the affociates 
of his party having entered the cabin, brought up tliree 
cafivs of brandy ; and while this kind of provifion lafted, 
it was partly drank by them, and partly thrown about the. 
deck. In the midfi: of this debauch the adtors were inter- 
rupted by the night, and being all drunk, without know- 
ing what they did, or paying the leaft attention to the re- 
monftrances of Mr. Stephanow, they went down to reft. 
Seeing himfelf thus deftitute of all iupport, the unhappy 
wretch followed them, to reprefent the dangers they ex- 
pofed themfelves to by fulfering me to relume the au- 
thority. 

We took advantage of their confufion to fhut the main 
hatchway ; and while I went to vifit my cabin, Mr. Panow, 
with two alTociates, Sibaewand Loginow, feized Stephanow, 
whom they put in irons, and faftened to the mizen-maft. 

At one in the morning Mr. Winbladth informed me, that 
the revolters, heated by the great quantity of brandy they 
had drank, and defirous of water, and at the fame time not 
knowing what they did, had ftaved fourteen calks of water, 
4. which 
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wliich was entirely loft, and there remained no more tlian 
two calks and an half in all. 

Such were the confequences of the rage which Steplianow 
had excited. My friends advifed me to feize the crimi- 
nals and put them all in irons. But I was too much afted;ed 
with the profped of our approaching mifeiy to think of ad- 
ding to our prefent and future unhappy refledlions by an 
open diffention. 

At five o’clock, having taken the precaution to feize the 
arms of all who had followed the party of Steplianow, I muf- 
tered the whole company on deck, where I expofed to them 
the condud of Stephanow, and reprefented in ftrong terms 
the fufferings to which we were now expofed, without tlie 
polTibility of a remedy. The unhappy men, who had per- 
petrated the crime of lofing our water, were entirely igno- 
rant of the circumftance when informed of it. Their defpair 
then burft forth in accufations of Stephanow, as the author 
of all that they had done. With one voice they demanded 
his death; they infifted on facrificing fuch a monfter, and it 
was not without the greateft difficulty that I prevailed on 
them to fpare his life. But as it was neceflary to ftiew him 
that I had power to punifti crimes, I propofed that he 
fhould be declared unworthy of the fociety, and con- 
demned him to ferve as afliftant to the cook. 'Fhe fame 
fentence was pafled upon the Sieur Sudckin, fecretary at 
Kamchatka, whom I had brought away prifoner, and who 
had fince attached himfelf to Stephanow. Stephanow was 
then brought to the main-maft to hear his fentence, and as he 
fuppofed I fhould condemn him to death, he was mean 
enough to implore my compaffion, and ftill meaner after he 
had heard his fentence read. He thanked me for the pity 
VoL. I. Z z I had 
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I had fhewn on this occaEon. Mr. Panow, enraged at hw 
pufilanimity, would have fliot him through the head, if I 
had not prevented him. 

According to the report, twenty-one lick; the pump 
clear. Latitude in 47 degrees, 40 minutes ; longitude in. 
15 degrees, 30 minutes. Wind from north to north-eaft; 
no current ; courfe. fouth-weft, 

Friday, July i, 1771. The wind drawing round to 
the weftward, and incrcaling with rain. Saw a large quantity 
of floating weed; and the colour of the water appearing 
changed, founded feveral times, hut got no bottom. The 
company employed in colleding rain water, of which we 
obtained two calks. This fupply was very acceptable; but 
as the water tailed of tar, the aflbciates engaged to drink, 
no other, in order to prelerve the reft of our ftock for 
myfelf, the flck, and our female companions. Mr. Kuz- 
neczow informed me of this refolution. At the clofe of 
the evening it fell calm; but at two, A. M. the wind 
rofe, and blew frefh from north- weft, one quarter weft. 
At flx, M. Le Surin informed me that there ftill remained 
four calks of water, which were covered with the planks 
that formed the cabin of his lady. This account was very 
agreeable; but I ordered him not to communicate his dif- 
covery to his alTociates. This day we replaced the fore and 
mizen topmafts. 

According to the report, four lick ; the pumps clear. 
Latitude in 46 degrees, 30 minutes; longitude in 12 de- 
grees, 35 minutes. Wind north north- weft ; no current; 
courfe fouth-weft. 

Saturday, July 2. Clofe cloudy weather. At one, 
P. M. a fquall came on, with abundance of rain ; , after 
I which 
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wliich the wind flackened, and at three it became calm ; 
but the rippling of the fea ga\re me reafon to apprehend 
that we were in a ftrong current. At * the 

fea was fo agitated, that the veffel rolled very much, and 
it was not without fome apprehenhon, that I faw the main 
und mizen yards touch the furface of the water. At feven 
the weather became fqually from the #orth-weft quarter, 
from whence we had a ftrong gale. I had already taken in 
all the reefs : the courfe of the veftel through the water 
made a conftderable noife, occaftoned by a current con- 
trary to its direction, and to which, no doubt, we were 
indebted for our prefervation ; for, in the obfcurity of the 
night, we fhould not have been otherwife able to have 
avoided running afliore. The break of day rendered our 
danger evident, as we law breakers at the diftance of three 
quarters of a league. I immediately founded, and got 
ground at thirty-fix fathoms, the bottom conftfting of mud 
and broken ftiells. At nine, A. M. we approached the 
fhore, and anchored in twenty-eight fathoms ; after which I 
immediately fent the fmall boat on ftiore, with Mr. Kuz- 
neczow, to examine the coaft, in order to difcover fome 
port or harbour. The ftrength of the wind, however, 
parted our cable, and drove us out ; I therefore fired feve- 
ral guns for the boat, as I had little hope of reaching the 
coaft with fo impetuous a wind. The fear of lofing our boat 
and people, obliged me to lay to ; but the current carry- 
ing us rapidly towards the ftiorc, I occafionally fet the 
mizen. This manoeuvre fatigued the velfel greatly, and 
was frequently attended with evident danger of deftruc- 
tion. 

* A blank in the M. S. 
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According to the report, fix fick ; the pump clean 
Latitude in 45 degrees, 57 minutes ; longitude in 11 de- 
grees, 30 minutes. Wind from north- weft, to north- weft, 
one quarter weft. 

Sunday, July 3. A very heavy gale from north- weft 
to weft ; fhip laying to, and firing minute guns, to recal 
the boat. At fou^ P. M. we clued up the mizen, and 
the veflel meeting the fwell, fliipped a confiderable quantity 
of water, and it was with fome difficulty that ffie was 
righted. The aflbciates, at the clofe of day, being appre- 
henftve of being expofed to a repetition of the fame danger, 
infifted, that I fbould either continue my courfe, or run 
the veflel aground on a fand bank which they had ob- 
ferved. I reprefented to them, that it would be an a<ft of 
the utmoft barbarity to abandon nine of our moft faithful 
companions, upon an unknown l^nd, to the mercy of the 
favages ; and that, therefore, I was determined rather to pe- 
rifh than quit the fhore ; as I would not confcnt to bear the 
reproach of having abandoned any of my companions. I 
told them, that I was afhamed of their want of delicacy, 
in making fuch a propofal as that of deferting their com- 
panions; and that, with regard to their fecond requeft, it 
was impoffible to carry it into execution, becaufe the wind, 
having veered round to the eaftward, did not permit us to 
reach the fhore at any particular fpot ; and the only means 
of accompliftiing this, conftfted in abandoning the vefTcl to 
the current, which might probably throw us on the reef. 
For thefe reafons, I informed them that I was firmly re- 
folved to confent to no part of their propofal. This de- 
termined anfwer enraged them, and feverd of them threat- 
ened me ;■ among thefe, Baylakin cried out, that he would 

foon 
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(bon put an end to the difpute ; and, fnatching a knife out 
of the hands of one that flood by, he ran towards me. I 
prevented his purpofe by firing a piflol, which fortunately 
difabled, without killing him. Upon this, feveral of the 
affociates prepared to enter into a conteft by main force; 
but the fight of Meffrs. Panow, Cruftiew, Baturin, Wyn- 
bladth, and feveral others, armed with piftols, and ready 
to obey my commands, checked their impetuofity. At 
length the night clofed in, without fight of our companions ; 
for this reafon I kept two fires on board, and fired cannon 
at regular intervals. About eight, the watch called out, 
that he heard a fhouting. We all ran to verify the fa<Et, 
and had the great fatisfa6lion to behold feveral flafhes, at a 
fmall diflance from us. Their fhort duration convinced us 
that it was our companions, who fired their mufquets, in 
which circumftance we were not deceived. At a quarter pafl 
eight they came on board, on the larboard fide, not with- 
out fbme rifk of ftaving the boat. Their happy return 
confounded the mutineers, who durft not fhew their faces. 

Mr. Kuzneczow gave me an account of the difficulties 
and fatigue attending his'return ; and, indeed, it was a mi- 
racle that the boat had been able to refill the forces of the 
fea. His report was, that, an hour after he left the vefTel, 
he arrived near the fhore, but finding it impoffible to go 
on fhore, he was obliged to row round a headland, which 
fheltering him from the wind, prefented a favourable place 
of landing in an harbour, where he found feveral boats at 
anchor, and a very large two-mafted veffel ; that when he 
came on fhore, he faw inhabitants, cloathed in the Chinefe 
manner, in blue, with parafols. He accofled them with- 
out hefitation, having left his fix affociates in the boat. 

The 
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The iflanders invited him to go further up the country ; 
which he ihould have complied with, if he had not heard the 
fignal for his return. At this fignal, he did every thing in 
Jiis power, by figns and geftures, to convince the ifland; 
that he was obliged to return. They fliewed no dehre to 
retain him ; but all which he could underhand, amounted 
to a wiih, on their pait, to explain to him that the wea- 
ther was \'ery unfavourable to go out to fea, and that he 
ought to ftay on fhore, and return the next day in the 
morning. But that, when they perceived he was deter- 
mined to depart, one among the iflanders laid his hand 
upon his bread, (a iign of friendfhip, as he underftood) 
and then prefented him with his parafol, and a pipe, with 
a little bag containing tobacco ; that he himfelf, in return, 
having nothing about him to prefent to the iflander, had 
given him his fabre, mounted with filver ; and that the 
iflander, charmed with his behaviour, had given him a 
knife. With refpedt to the country, he informed me, that 
he had feen a number of hogs, but no black cattle ; and 
that the huts, or fmall houfes, built near the fhore, were 
regularly placed, and perfectly fhaded by rows of trees, and 
the coaft appeared well wooded. 

This report, which was heard by all the company, excited 
a deflre to go on fhore; and they intreated me to life every 
exertion to continue in its neighbourhood. I was no lefs 
interefted than themfelves, and therefore determined to 
keep near the fhore. But all our hopes vanifhed when we 
found the wind fix at the weft, with redoubled force. 
I endeavoured to keep my pofition till two A. M. but then 
being no longer able to lay to, I fet fail under the fore-ftay- 
fail, and departed at -the rate of eight or nine knots an hour. 

At 
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At day-break, the veflel was furrounded with porpoifes and 
various fea birds, and the wind continued to frefhen. Plate 

1 2 contains a view of the fhore, taken by Mr. Kuzneczow. 
According to the report, four fick, one wounded ; pump 

clear. Latitude in 45 degrees, 20 minutes ; longitude in 

13 degrees, o minutes. Wind weft; courfe fouth-eaft, 
one quarter eaft. 

Monday, July 4. A hard gale, with occaftonal fhowers, 
which gave me fome hope of its flackening ; but unfor- 
tunately it continued with the utmoft violence, and de- 
prived me of every hope of regaining the coaft we had 
quitted ; I therefore hauled wind, and held on my courfc. 
This day I examined the parafol, which was brought by 
Mr. Kuzneczow. It was made of paper, foaked with oil, 
and painted with feveral Chinefe and Japanefe charaders. 
The pipe was of a compound metal, of a white colour ; and 
the purfe, containing the tobacco, was embroidered fatin. 
The knife was perfedtly well tempered, and the handle was 
ivory, well finiftied. Thefe circumftances convinced me 
that the iflanders traded with the Japanefe. About fun-fet 
the wind abated, and permitted me to fet the mizen and 
clofe reefed topfails. 

According to the report, three ftck, one wounded. La- 
titude in 44 degrees, 6 minutes; longitude in 12 degrees, 
o minutes. Wind weft; courfe fouth-fouth- weft. 

Tuefday, July 5. Hot weather, and the wind veering 
round to the fouthward. This day was employed in fetting 
up our rigging, which the hot weather had flackened. I 
likewife changed our lails, which were fo rent and worn, 

that 
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that their effed was confiderably diminifhed. I diftributed 
the old fails among the company, to make trowfers. 

This day a council was held to determine, whether we 
ought to fail for Japan ; for as I had no pohtive know- 
ledge of any ifland, I thought it proper to take this courfe, 
to avoid the fufferings which threatened us for the want of 
provifions and water. Our provilions confifted of fix calks 
of fait filh, and two calks of dried filli ; but the dried lilh 
began to putrify by the heat, and convinced me that we 
could not ufe it much longer. All our bifcuit was con- 
fumed, and our whole refource conlifted in thefe two calks 
of dried lifli, with two calks of rain water, and four calks 
of fweet water. I could not, therefore, depend on more 
than lix or eight days provifion, and fourteen days drink. 
The council determined to hold our courfe towards Japan, 
but to put in at any ifland we might come in fight of. 
This refolution was communicated to the whole company, 
who were very fubmiflive, and confented to the dccifion, 
from the fear of hunger. M. Meder, having infpedled our 
provifion of fait fifh, alTured me, that in one or two days I 
Ihould be obliged to throw the whole overboard ; and, 
in order to turn it to the bell advantage, he advifed me to 
boil the faked filh to the confillence of a palle, and after- 
wards dry the palle into the form of bread, which might 
ferve us in cafe of extreme need. I very much approved 
of this advice, and gave him charge to carry it into execu- 
tion. The night was clear and Harry ; at fix, A. M. the 
wind became variable, and at ten it fixed at north -weft. 
This day we prepared lines for catching filh, feveral of 
which we had feen. 


Accord- 
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According to the report, five fick, and one wounded ; 
the pump clear. Latitude in 43 degrees, 20 minutes ; 
k)ngitude in 12 degrees, 8 minutes. Wind weft-fouth- 
weft, and north; courfe fouth-fouth-eaft. 

Wednefday, July 6. Clofe cloudy weather to the north- 
weft, but the rain having abated the force of the wind and 
the fwell of the fea, we fet all our fails, and direded our 
courfe to the weftward. This day we faw a quantity of 
floating fea-weed, and feveral birds, which direfted their 
flight to the north-weft. The fifliermen took no more than 
two middling fized fifh, weighing together about three 
pounds. At fun-fet we heard thunder, for the firft time ; 
the (hip’s company thereupon entreated me to permit them 
to be bled, as, without that precaution, they apprehended 
bad confequences from the heat, which they had already 
began to feel. I confented to their requeft with (b much 
the more willingnefs, as the precaution could not be hurt- 
ful to their health. The night was dark, without any 
appearance of the moon ; but the velTel making great way, 
gave us fpirits. At day-break the quarterntafter called out 
land. I went on deck, and likewife miftook fomc low 
clouds for land ; but fun-rife diil'ipated the charm. In the 
morning Mr. Meder bled fifteen of the affociates. 

According to the report, three fick, one wounded ; the 
pump clear. Latitude in 43 degrees, 20 minutes ; lon- 
gitude in 9 degrees, 4 minutes. Wind north one quarter 
weft ; courfe weft one quarter fouth. 

Thurfday, July 7. Very fine weather, and fmooth 
water. The heat of the fun was fuch, that it melted the 
pitch oft' the fides of the velTel. I gave orders to pay it 
afrefh, and to wet the decks and fides every morning at 

VoL. I. Aaa fun- 
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fun-rife. The heat of the fun being very troublefome, I 
cut up a fail to make an awning. This day we fitted out 
the fhallop, and the company was employed in cleaning 
their arms, and making fmall cordage : the night was very 
fine. At nine, A. M. we faw fomething floating on the 
water, and immediately lowered the boat, and rowed to- 
wards it. The boats crew, on their return, brought another 
boat, very much damaged, and overfet. When we had got 
it on board, I obferved that it was a fmall fifliing boat, for I 
found fome lines, made of twifted filk, ftill fattened to it. 
The company, after examining the boat, undertook to re- 
pair it, to ferve in cafe of need. This day fifteen other 
aflbciates were bled. 

According to the report, three fick j the wounded man 
able to come to work. Latitude in 42 degrees, o minutes j 
longitude in 6 degrees, 38 minutes. Wind north-north- 
wcft ; courfe fouth-wett one quarter fouth. 

Friday, July 8. The wind gradually increafing, with 
fine weather, and the fun fliining ttrong. This day we 
made a trial of the fifh-bread j we found it harfli, four, 
and very fait, but neceflity obliged us to eat it. At fun- 
fct, faw a great number of porpoifes, but could catch 
none. The night was fine and clear, throughout. At 
day-break, four of the aflbciates prefented themfelves, in 
the name of the company, to afk forgivenefs, in favour of 
Mr. Stephanow; and as I was aflured of their fidelity to 
me, I promifed to comply with their requett, with fo 
much more latisfadion, as I defired nothing more ardently 
than to convince the company how much I was devoted to 
their wilhes. After their departure, I aflembled a com- 
mittee of the principal aflbciates, to whom I declared my 

intention 
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intention to receive Mr. Stephanow again into our fociety. 
They all confented to my refolution, except Mr. Panow, 
who declared that I Ihould have more than one occahon, 
hereafter, to complain of this infamous man, for whom, 
as a relation, he had fo much caufe to blufli. This day 
Mr. Meder bled twenty of the affociates. 

According to the report, three fick ; the pump clear. 
Latitude in 41 degrees, 28 minutes ; longitude in 4 de- 
grees, 26 minutes. Wind north-north- weft •, courfe fouth- 
weft one quarter weft. 

Saturday, July 9. Purfuant to my refolution, 1 caufed 
Mr. Stephanow to be called, and acquainted him that he 
was forgiven, and received into our fociety ; at the lame 
time that I exhorted him to delift, at length, from his en- 
mity to me, and reprefented to him, that he ought not to 
doubt the lincerity with which I offered my friendfhip, as 
it was entirely in my power to clear myfelf of him. He 
appeared extremely fatislied, and promifed, on his faith 
and honour, to condud: himlelf with more delicacy in fu- 
ture: he fpared no oaths to confirm his repentance ; and, 
as a final confirmation, he entreated me to affemble the 
whole company, before whom he was defirous of publick- 
ly acknowledging his fault, and demanding pardon. And 
though I excufed myfelf, by obferving, that I neither could 
nor ought to permit fueh a proceeding on his part ; yet he 
perfifted, and intreated thofe prefent to fecond his propofal ; 
affuring them, that he Ihould not enjoy any peace, until 
he had convinced the whole company that his heart and 
his words agreed. As I faw it was not in my power to 
change his refolution, I begged Mr. Cruftiew to comply 
with Mr. Stephanow’ 8 demand. 

A a a 2 


After 
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After tlie departure of Mr. Cruftiew with the penitent,. 

I expreffed my joy to Mr. Panow, to fee his relation at 
length recalled to realbn j but this gallant man aflured me, 
that I {hould find myfelf deceived in my hopes, as he knew 
him too well to hope for amendment. He added, that he be- 
lieved him, at that moment, to be truly difpofed to keep 
his engagement ; but that he would lay any wager, that, 
before eight days were expired, he would give new proofs 
of the wickednefs of his difpofition ; for which reafon, he 
ftrongly urged me never to place any confidence in fuch a 
wretch. 

At five P. M. word was brought, that the hoops of one 
of the water cafles had given way, and the water was en- 
tirely run out ; and that another calk was two-thirds 
empty ; fo that no more than three calks and fome pots of 
water remained, with about nine hundred pounds of fifih 
dried, or in the form of bread. In a ftate of extreme anx- 
iety, and extenuated by continual fatigue, I pafled a cruel 
night ; and as it was necefiary to conceal my uneafinels; 
from the aflbeiates, this reftraint overcame me to fuch a de- 
gree, that I was fe\xral times, during the night, ready to 
faint. There was no reafon to hope for rain or dew, as the 
feafon unfortunately was dry ^ and I had no knowledge of 
the pofition of the neighbouring lands, upon which I could 
place any well-grounded expectation. At day-break I aflem- 
bled the whole company, to give them an account of our fitua- 
tion, and to propofe that they Ihould be put to the allow- 
ance of half a pound of fifli, and half a bottle of water a 
day ; and in order to convince them of the truth of what I 
aflerted, I caufed the provifion of fifh to be brought upon 
deck, where, inftead of nine hundred pounds, we unfor- 
tunately 
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tunately found only four hundred and fixty pounds; and upon 
examination, the water proved to be much lefs than three 
cafks. This lituation reduced them to defpair, for they af- 
fured me that it would be impoflible to fupport life on fuch 
an allowance of fuch food as the fifh, which likewife produced 
extreme thirft. Their reprefentations were but too true, as I 
knew by my own experience; and to prevent every difpute 
concerning thediftribution, I divided our provifion among all 
the ailbciates, and every one received his part, conlifting of 
about four pounds and three quarters; and 1 referved the 
bifcuit, though damaged, for the ufe of the women. Se- 
veral of the affociates received their provifions, weeping 
bitterly ; and others curfed thofe who had led them to the 
revolution at Kamchatka. — Such was the fcene which now 
prefen ted itfelf before my eyes. 

According to the report, fix fick ; the pump clear. La- 
titude in 39 degrees, 40 minutes; longitude in 5 degrees, 
o minutes. Wind fouth-weft one quarter weft ; courfe 
fouth-fouth-eaft. 

Sunday, July 10. Clear weather, and exceftivc hot; a 
ftrong breeze, but unfteady. At fun-fet the wind freftien- 
ed, and the clouds drove along with great fwiftnefs. At 
eleven, P. M. it thundered, and the clouds broke ; very 
little rain fell on board. At four A. M. handed the fmall 
fails. The veflel lying along, made a confiderable quantity 
of water ; for this reafon, I gave orders for covering the up- 
per works with tarred fail cloth. 

Latitude in 3 8 degrees, o minutes ; longitude in 5 de- 
grees, o minutes. Wind weft-north-weft ; courfe fou; h- 
weft one quarter fouth. 


Monday, 



366 MEMOIRS and TRAVELS of 

Monday > July ii. A ftrong gale, and cloudy, with 
continual thunder and lightning. Prudence required us to 
lay to, but our fituation did not admit of it ; for this rca- 
fon, I encouraged the aifociates to continue the fervice, 
but unfortunately they were all fo difheartened, that I de- 
fpaired of keeping the fhip by the wind. A dreadful night 
fucceeded this day, with every horrid circumftance that can 
be imagined at fea; the fore and mizen topfails were at once 
blown from the yards, and the noife of the torn fail? en- 
creafed the fears of the company. The wind encreafed by 
fudden gufts, which threatened to difmall us entirely ; and 
as none of the alibciates would go aloft, it was impollible 
to hand the topfails. At three, A. M. the mizen maft 
was fplit by the lightning, but it did not take fire. The 
deck was conftantly filled with water; and if the wind had 
changed with that rapidity which I have fb often experi- 
enced in my navigation, we had been loft, without re- 
fource ; happily, however, it continued in the fame 
quarter. 

According to the report, twenty-three lick ; cleared the 
well from twenty-eight to fix inches water. Latitude in 
36 degrees, 25 minutes ; longitude in 3 degrees, o mi- 
nutes. Wind weft-north-weft ; courfe fouth-weft one 
quarter fbuth. 

Tuefday, July 12. Meflrs. Cruftiew and Panow re- 
prefented to me, that feveral of the aflbciates, having con- 
fumed their provifions, were in danger of periftiing by 
hunger, if I did not find fome expedient. They had al- 
ready broke forth in exclamations of defpair : being there- 
fore obliged to apply my thoughts to the invention of an 
expedient, I fell upon that of boiling fome Ikins of beavers, 

and 
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and feafoning them with whale oil. I communicated this 
idea to my friends, who received it with gratitude. To 
make a trial, I gave orders to fcald and clean a Ikin, and 
then boil it. At fix, P. M. it was entirely prepared; and 
when I found that this ragout was capable of preferving us 
from dying with hunger, I immediately diftributed it to 
the affociates. The eagernefs with which they fet about 
preparing their meal, made them forget the danger we 
were in from the impetuofity of the wind, and it was not 
poffible to employ them in any other fervice on board ; fo 
that the whole care of the veflel fell upon me and the of- 
ficers. Throughout the night the wind continued with 
unabated violence, and the fwell of the fea began to threaten 
us with the laft extreme of danger ; when all at once, 
about four, A. M. its force fiackened, and I was not a 
little furprized to perceive that the fea became fmooth, al- 
moft immediately. This circumftance indicated the vici- 
nity of land, but in what diredlion to feek it, was a thing 
impoflible to be determined. At day-break my compa- 
nions thanked me for having employed my thoughts in pro- 
curing them fome nourifiiment ; and as there was no other 
provifion on board, I caufed fome fltins to be drefied for 
the fick. Mr. Meder informed me, that feveral of the af- 
fociates had waftied their fiioes and half boots, and that, at 
the inftant he was fpeaking, there were more than twenty 
pair in the pot. In fa£t, this report was confirmed ; and 
I could only groan at the feene of mifery, which, in the 
fpace of twenty-four hours, could not but be greatly cn- 
creafed by the want of water. 

According to the report, twenty-nine fick ; the pump 
clear, as ufual. Latitude in 35 degrees, 4 minutes ; lon- 

1 gitude 
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gitude ill I degree, o minutes. Wind weft-north-weft ; 
courfe fouth-weft one quarter fouth. 

Wednefday, July 13. The weather clearing up gra- 
dually, with fome intervals of fun-ftiine, I gave orders to 
open the hatches, to air the veflel ; after which we cleared 
the wreck of the mizen maft, and bent another mizen ftay 
fail, which had been carried away. To replace the mizen 
maft, I made life of a main topmaft, which I had taken in 
exchange at Kamchatka ; and, notwithftanding our weak- 
nefs, we fucceeded in getting it ftepped before dark. Dur- 
ing the time we were employed in this work, the women 
were bulled in unpacking the fkins. They conftfted of 
feven hundred and eighty-two beavers, two hundred and 
fixty-eight foxes, and one thoufand nine hundred fables, 
all which were diftributed to the company. At day-break 
we difeovered a great quantity of floating weeds, and faw 
birds which refembled eagles. This fight renewed in my 
mind that glimpfe of hope, which alone enables us to fur- 
mount obftacles that appear invincible. About noon we 
qbferved the clouds become black to the fouthward, and we 
waited with impatience for a fquall, to fupply us with Ibme 
provifion of water. Our expectation, however, was de- 
ceived, for the wind remained fteady. 

According to the report, twenty lick ; the pump clear as 
ufual. Latitude in 33 degrees, 50 minutes; longitude in 
358 degrees, 56 minutes. Wind weft-north- weft ; courfe 
fouth-weft. 

Thurfday, July 14. Clear hot weather; a ftrong and 
fteady breeze, with a following fweil. Mr. Meder informed 
me, that there were no more than fifty pints of water on 
board, and that he thought it proper to keep at leaft half 
4 for 
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for the fick. I gave him orders accordingly, to referve 
half, and the reft was diftributed among the afibciates at 
day- break. For my own part, having no longer any ex- 
pectation of means to remedy the want of water, I reftgned 
myfelf to that fate, which overwhelmed me by fuch dread- 
ful trials, and being no longer able to find any ground for 
hope, I pafled the night in refpiring the cool air. The 
break of day at laft appeared, and the freflinefs of the 
morning revived me a little. At feven I aflifted in the dif- 
tribution of the water. My companions received it with 
avidity, and feveral among them drank it oft' at the inftant; 
others, more careful, were attentive in prelerving it. Af- 
ter the diftribution, as I concluded it to be impoflible that 
i ftiould much longer fupport life, and finding myfelf op- 
prefied with weaknefi, occafioned by hunger, I prefented 
my chart to the company, and pointed out to them, that 
we were ftill two hundred and forty, or perhaps three hun- 
dred leagues from the coaft of Japan ; that I had no know- 
ledge of any iftand near us, and that confequently fix or 
feven days would be required to reach it, even with a fa- 
vourable wind, of which there was no probable appearance; 
and as I did not apprehend that I could fupport life for 
fuch a length of time, in our prefent circumftances, I 
thought it proper to point out to them, the courfe they 
might hold, in cafe they fhould be fo happy as to furvive. 
This natural confidence with which I opened my fenti- 
ments to them, afteCted them ftrongly, and it was not 
without the moft forcible emotions, that I beheld them all 
eager to offer me a part of their lots. On this occafion, 
Sudiakow declared, that he ftill had three lalt fifli in his 
cheft, which he offered me, as well as a pitcher of water, 
VoL. L B b b which 
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which he had faved out of his own allowance. This noble 
adlion was univerfally applauded, and he received the lir- 
name of Generous, which the company gave him. Being 
forced to accept this afliftance, I confented, on condition 
of his lharing it with me. When I took the meridian al- 
titude, the company requefted me to dired my courfe to 
Japan. 

According to the report, eighteen fick ; the pump clear, 
as ulual. Latitude in 3 2 degrees, 36 minutes; longitude 
in 357 degrees, 15 minutes. Wind from north- weft to 
north-north- weft ; courle fouth-fouth-weft. 

Friday, July 15. Fine weather, with the fun fhining 
ftrongly ; a current fetting to the weft ward. Saw a num- 
ber of birds, among which we fuppofed fome to be land 
birds, which gave new hopes to the company. Several on 
board having drank the fea water, were feized with a vio- 
lent vomiting. Mr. Meder attempted to corred the fea 
water, by infufing tea in it; but this precaution did not 
deprive it of its bitternefs. I made a trial of it myfelf. 

At fun-fet, two of the company from the maft-head cried 
out land. Every one immediately hurried aloft ; but the 
fun being fct, they could fee nothing. The men who 
thought they faw the land, informed me, that it lay a little 
to the Ibuthward of weft ; I therefore fet all the fails, and 


ordered a ftrong night watch; but having failed from the 
time they thought they faw the land, till four in the morn- 
ing, over a Ipace of twenty-four leagues and three quarters, 
they were convinced that they had taken the clouds for the 
land. At five, A. M. nothing was feen from the maft- 
head but very thick clouds before us. At this time my 
dog, Neftor, ftood on the forecaftle, continually barking, 

and 
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aiid fnuffing up the air. Mr. Meder obferving this cir- 
cumftance, ran to me, and affured me, that he no longer 
doubted of the vicinity of the land, as he knew it to be 
ufual for dogs to fmell it. Mr. Kuzneczow himfelf went 
to the top maft-head, fwearing that he would not come 
down until he faw the land. At eight he called out land, 
but a moment after, cried, that he had miftaken clouds for 
the land. At nine. Saccharic, my American, looking out 
a-head with the reft, called out, Alakftna, Alakftna, and 
pulled me towards the forecaftle, faying in Ruftian, of 
which he had learnt fome few words, “ Come along.” 
When I came on the forecaftle, he fliewed me the place 
with his finger, continually repeating Alakfina, though 
none of us could difcover any thing. I called out to Mr. 
Kuzneczow, informing him, that the American faw land ; 
but Kuzneczow replied, that he faw nothing. I therefore 
fent Saccharic to the maft-head, to fhew him the place, 
and fent up my telefcope. At half paft nine, Mr. Kuz- 
neczow at laft called out land. On his afliirance, I went 
up myfelf, and had the pleafureto fee, at laft, theprofpedl 
of our fufferings being mitigated. At eleven, the land be- 
ing evident before us, I founded, and got ground in twenty- 
eight fathoms ; and after failing within a quarter of a 
league of the coaft, we anchored in fourteen fathoms. 

According to the report, twenty-fix fick ; the pump 
clear. Latitude in 32 degrees, 47 minutes j longitude in 
355 degrees, 8 minutes. Wind north one quarter weft ; 
courfe weft 5 degrees north. 

Saturday, July 16. At anchor, near an ifland, at one 
quarter of a league diftance, in eighteen fathom water. 
Wind from north to north-north- weft. At two, P. M. 

B b b 2 fent 
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fcnt Mr. Panow and Kuzneczow aflbore, with twelve aflb- 
dates in the canoe, to examine the coaft, and endeavour 
to find fome harbour, in which we might moor in fafety, 
I fent feveral cafks likewife, that they might bring fome 
water. At nine we faw three fires cm fhore, which were 
the fignal of the difeovery of an harbour ; but the fires ap- 
peared to us to be two leagues diftant to the north-weft of 
our anchorage. At eleven the boat returned with four 
men, and fome water, which was eagerly confumed, Si- 
baew informed me, that Kuzneczow had difeovered a very 
commodious bay, on the northern fide of the ifland, into 
which fell a rivulet of frefti water ; and that he begged I 
would fend back the boat, that he might return, at day- 
break, and condud the veffel to her moorings. This hap- 
py news was very comfortable to every one on board ; but 
the continuation of his narrative was ftill mewe fatisfadory, 
when he aflured me, that there was a quantity of hegs and 
and goats on the ifland. At this recital every one was de- 
fircnis of going on fhore ; and it was with the greateft dif- 
ficulty that I could retain a few of them on board to work 
the fliip. The affcx:iates, attending only to their own wants,, 
feized the fliallop, and departed, to the number of forty- 
nine. After the departure of the fliallop, I fent the fmall 
boat likewife, armed with fix men, to obey the orders of 
Mr. Kuzneczow. 

At a quarter paft five, A. M. weighed, and made fail 
under the topfails. At fix, few the fmall boat out at fea,. 
and continued my courfe along the coaft, north-weft one 
quarter north ; the profpeeft on fhore was very agreeable. 
At eight it became calm, and I was obliged to anchor again 
in twelve fathoms. At the fame time I gave orders to Mr. 

Kuzneczow 
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Kuzneczow to go in fearch of the fliallop, that they might 
return, and tow the veffel inv At half paft nine the flial- 
lop and canoe arrived, and I entered the bay, in which I 
moored in fix fe,thom water, and at the diftarice of fixty 
fathoms from the fhore. One of our cables was fattened on 
the fliore, and the flieet anchor was down, at the dittance 
of one hundred and twenty fathoms to feaward^ 

According to the report, eighteen fick ; the pump clear, 
LatitiKle in 32 degrees, 47 minutes; longitude in 355 de- 
grees, eight minutes. Wind north the firft part, afterwards 
calm ; courfe weft, 5 degrees north and north- weft, 

Sunday, July 17. Sent the fick and the women on 
fliore, leaving only four men and two officers on board, as 
a guard. Employed this day in cutting wood, and erecting 
huts and tents, as well as a ftorehoufe, to land our whole 
cargo, Mr. Wynbladth undertook to raife a battery, in 
which he placed two three pounders. The aflbciates, who 
had gone on fliore the day before, brought feveral pieces of 
game for the fick, and a goat; others brought different 
fruits and plants, of a delicious tafte. I forbad them, how- 
ever, to eat them raw ; but when boiled or roafted, they 
proved very good, and wholefome. The abundance of 
water, and plenty of provifions, foon made the company 
forget their paft fufferings ; and their converfation ran en- 
tirely on the happy and comfortable fituation before them. 
For my part, I rejoiced at the event, which had delivered 
me from the horrors of a cruel death, and the reproaches of 
my companions. 

The night was fine, but the beauty of the Iky did not 
prevent me from employing the whole in fleep ; for my 
frame, exhaufted with fatigue and watching, had need of 

reft^ 
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reft. At day-break, I aflembled the whole company, to 
appoint the different fervices. Some received orders to 
guard the veflel ; others were employed in the ffftiery, in 
the chace, or in fetting up the water butts ; repairing the 
fails, &c. After this diftribution of their labours, I de- 
clared my intention, that, as foon as we had made up our 
provifions, I would fet fail for Manilla, on the Phillipine 
i Hands, from whence we might mott eaffly return into 
Europe. My declaration was received with great coolnefs, 
and the company replied, that they had need of repofe, in 
the firft place ; and afterwards, they would conffder what 
fteps were the beft to be taken. 

According to the report, eighteen ffek. 

Monday, July 1 8. On ftiore, on the ifland of Liquor ; 
a name which my companions gave to this ifland, on ac- 
count of the excellent water they found here. At two, 
P. M. Loginow, who had been fent to difeover the inte- 
rior part of the ifland, with four affociates, returned, and 
brought pine apples and bananas, in great quantities, with 
feveral bundles of wood, with which, he aflured me, the 
ifland abounded. But that which excited the greateft afto- 
nilhment, was fome pieces of rock cryftals, and ftones, 
containing metallic particles, which were very heavy, and 
ffione like gold. The light of the cryftal inflamed the 
imagination of my alTociates : they began to reafon upon 
the circumftances, and concluded, that as the furface of 
the earth produced cryftal, it doubtlefs contained diamonds 
at a greater depth. The mineral they had found, could 
be nothing, in their opinion, but gold. It was to no 
purpofe that I reprefented, that appearances were often 
fallacious j that rock cryftal would not change into dia- 
monds ; 
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monds ; and that the pretended ore of gold, might be no- 
thing more than marcalite. My reprelentations were not 
attended to ; the illuhon had taken too ftrong hold of their 
minds, to be diflipated in as fhort a time as it was formed ; 
and the vivacity with which the aflbeiates had made their 
refolutions, gave me reafon to apprehend lerious conle- 
quences. Five of them prefented themfelves to declare, 
that the aflbeiates, being worn out with the fatigue and 
fulFerings they had experienced during their voyage, had 
determined to fix their abode upon the ifland for fome 
months ; and that with fo much the greater readinefs, as 
they found fufficient abundance of provifions ; and that, 
during this whole time, they meant to employ themfelves 
in digging into the earth, to colledl a quantity of ore, and 
to blow up the rocks, with a view of corning at the bafis of 
the cryftal, that they might collect a quantity of gold and 
diamonds, which would be ufeful to them on their return 
to Europe. They accompanied this declaration with oaths, 
that they were determined not to change their refolution ; 
and they demanded, that I would give them my promife 
to conform to their will ; but as I did not think proper to 
give my word immediately, I difmiflbd them with a pro- 
mife, that I would confider of their propofitions, and give 
them my final anfwer the next morning. 

After their departure, I aflembled my friends, to deli- 
berate upon the fteps proper to be taken. They advifed 
me to fubmit to the pleafurc of the company, as the law 
of the ftrongeft ; and reprefented to me, that the aflbeiates, 
being on (bore, would liften to no reafon : and as I was 
well acquainted with their obftinacy, I had every reafon to 
exped they would come to extremities. Their advice 

gave 
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guve me no confolatixMi ; fc«r, by yielding t<? the wijl of the 
company, I had nothing to exped but intrigues and ca- 
bals, the ilTue of which might be of faital qonfequeaces to 
my party. I therefore pa&l the night in contriving pro- 
jeds to bring them to their fenfes. 

At day-break I f(xind my tent furrounded with the aflb- 
ciates, who demanded my rejCblution. My friends kept at 
a diftance, to aiflift me in cafe of need. In this fituation, I 
thought it beft to reprefent to them, that I had detennined 
to have the ore examined, to be convinced whether it 
contained gold or not; for I thought it would be very ab^ 
furd to give ourfelves the trouble of colleding ftones, with- 
out deriving any advantage from them. I tlierefore re- 
quefted my companions to nominate two amongR them- 
felVes, who underftood metallurgy, to make the affay ; and 
at the feme time declared to them, that in cafe the ore 
turned out produdive, I would inimediately determine to 
remain upon the illand, as long as they thought proper: but 
that the difeovery of the cryftal would avail us nothing, as I 
was well alfured that cryfial was never found in diamond 
mines. The affociates were fo firmly perfuaded tliat the 
ore could be nothing elfe but gold, that they were fatisfied 
with my anfwer; and deputed Andreanow and Ribnikow, 
two goidfmiths, to make the alTay.. It was with the greateft 
fatisfadion .that I gained fo far on the minds of fuch a num- 
ber ofheadftrong people. My friends complimented me 
upon my fuccefs ; and Mr. Panow a/Tured me, that he 
would do every thing in his power to deftroy the cabal, 
which he fuppofed to be the work of Mr. Stephanow. 

According to the report, fourteen fick. 
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Tuefday, July 19. Fine calm weather, but excefllvely 
hot. This day a large quantity of fifh was brought, half 
of which I caufed to be dried, for our provifion, and the 
other half was diftributed among the company. Mr. Ba- 
turin informing me, that our ftock of fait was confiderably 
diminiflied, propofed to make a boiling ; I gave him three 
Kamchadales to allift him. About two I made an exciir- 
iion into the country, in company with Mr. Panow and 
Mr. Wynbladth : we found it very agreeable, and abound- 
ing with cocoa nuts, orange and banana trees, with a cer- 
tain fruit which refembled pears, but as they were too acid, 
we did not eat them. On one of the fmall hills, we found 
feveral pieces of cryftal, and of cinnabar ; but the moft 
agreeable difeovery we made, confifted in the fight of about 
fifty hogs. We followed them, with a view of killing 
fome ; when the young pilot, Potofliow, came to inform 
me, that Mn Stephanow had aflembled a party of the aflb- 
ciates, to whom he had fpoken with emphafis, and that 
they had all retired into the wood, to make an oath. Upon 
this information, we returned' towards our camp, where 
we arrived at the beginning of the night, which was one of 
the moft beautiful I ever beheld : the fky was without a 
cloud, and the ftars fhone with a brilliancy and luftre that was 
delightful to behold. I firft dire<fted my fteps towards the tent 
of Mr. Cruftiew, who was fuprized to hear the relation of 
my difeovery ; and afliired me, that throughout the whole 
day, he had not quitted Stephanow, except for half an 
hour, which appeared to him to be too fhort a time to form a 
confederacy: butMr. Panow aftured him that Mr. Stephanow 
was capable of any thing ; and that he belie\^ed him to be 
guilty. The former behaviour of the man, led me to adopt 
VoL. I. Ccc the 
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the opinion of Mr. Panow ; and I thought proper to take 
meafures to prevent a plot. With this intention, I affem- 
bled thofe friends to whom I could fpeak with confidence ; 
their number amounted to thirty-fix perfons. I immedi- 
ately detached fix on board, to relieve thofe in the veflel ; 
twelve others were difpofed to guard our finall pieces on 
fiiore, and the reft remained under arms, to keep a regular 
guard, without affording any caufe of fufpicion. Things 
being thus difpofed, I waited for day-break. At feven in 
the morning, the hunters were the firft who prefented 
themfelves, to inform me that they had been unfuccefs- 
ful, and had feen nothing ; though I was well aflured that 
they had been with Stephanow, inftcad of following the 
chace. I concealed my difpleafurej but could hold no 
longer, when I heard that all thofe whom I had appointed 
to repair our calks and lails, had refilled to continue 
their work. I therefore gave orders for a general meeting 
to be held at noon. 

According to the report, eight fick. 

Wednefday, July 20. Weather as yefterday. The 
company being aflembled, I explained our fituation, in 
ftrong terms j and the pains which I had conftantly taken 
to fatisfy the defires of the company. I complained of their 
ingratitude towards me, which was fhewn in a new mutiny.. 
I took notice of the obftinacy of the people not to work, 
which would lead us to the moft dreadful necefflty; and I 
demanded the realbns which had led them to a refijlutic® fb 
unworthy of men of fpirit and honour. Several of the alfo- 
ciates pointed out Mr. Stephanow, and cried out, ** Speak,. 
“ and we will lupport you.” Upon this fignal the wretch 
fpoke, by loading me with mve 6 Hves, and threatening 

both 
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both niyfelf and Mr. Panow with fpeedy death. I inter- 
rupted him in his imprecations, and made a fpeech, in 
which I thanked the alTociates for having hitherto fhared 
my labours. 1 declared that I had preferved the command 
over them for no other reafon, than to preferve their lives, 
in a voyage of great danger and difficulty; but that, at pre- 
fent, as the greateft dangers were paft, I ffioiild entirely 
furrender the command ; and that they had nothing to do, 
but chufe a cliief. With refped; to myfelf, I informed 
them, that as I had nothing more to hope from men lb 
deftitute of honour and probity, I was determined to quit 
them, and live rather with the wild beads, than among a 
fet of ungrateful men, whofe future condu<d could not fail 
to be made up of crimes and wickednefs. After this dif- 
courfe, I retired ; faying, “ Let thofe who have affeftion 
“ and attachment follow me.” I was followed by thofe 
whofe attachment I knew, and by twenty-two others, who 
had appeared, till then, doubtful. On my return into my 
tent, I found myfelf with fifty-two companions, belides fix 
on board. I had nothing, therefore, to fear from the con- 
fpirators, and employed the night in deliberating what was 
bed to be done. At day-break, I was informed of the 
arrival of deputies from Stephanow’s party ; who informed 
me, that having made themfelves mader of the veflel, they 
had it in their power to abandon me; but that their defigns 
were more noble, as they afliired me, that they would 
acknowledge me for their chief and king, provided I would 
promife to remain upon the idand with them ; and that, 
to convince me that they were not come to impofe upon me, 
three of their party would remain with me; and the com- 
pany, as foon as they fhould be informed of my refolution, 

C c c 2 would 
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would put Mr. Stephanow into my hands, that I might 
have nothing to fear on his part. The furprize of the vef- 
feJ, filled me with confternation ; but I concealed it as well 
as I could. My difgrace appeared inevitable ; for what 
could I do upon a defert ifland without a velTel.? For 
this reafon, in order to recover fome influence over thefe 
headftrong people, I invited' them to a meeting, at which 
I promifed to difcover the fentiments of my mind. The 
company immediately aflembled, excepting Mr. Stephanow 
with ten aflbciates, who were cm board. I then reprefented 
to them, that no one among them could be more truly 
defirous of fixing his refidence on this happy ifland, than 
myfelf, but that various reflexions prevented me from 
adopting this refolution; and in order to (hew them that 
they were well-founded, I declared to them, that our com- 
pany confifting of a great number of men, and only eight wo- 
men, the difproportion would hinder our union ; and that, 
in faX, it was merely this want of women which had pre- 
vented me from making the propofel to them of fixing our 
refidence upon the ifland : But at length, as I hw they 
had taken their refolution, I would acquielce in their wiflies^ 
upon one fingle condition. Hereupon, they all cried out, 
“ Hear, hear.” I then declared, that my intention was to 
lail for Japan, and there make a defcent near a town, from 
which we would carry off as many women as we could feize, 
together with cattle and grain. I concluded, by pro- 
telling, that if they would engage to fecond me in this 
projeX, I would promile to fettle with them upon the ifland, 
to which we might eafily return, and that one month would 
be fiiflicient for carrying the'^oieX into execution. I had 
fcarcely finilhed my declaratic^ffi^fbre they all exclaimed,. 

1 “ Long 
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Long live our Chief, long live our General and they 
Game one after the other to kifs my hand. 

Finding them brought to this point of lubmiflion, I re- 
quired them to go on board, and bring Stephanow on 
Ihore ; for I declared my apprehenlion, left that madman 
might end his exploits by fetting fire to the veflel. This 
fear took fuch inftantaneous hold of their minds, that they 
ran with the greateft precipitation to the landing-place. 
Stephanow feeing his party run, fuppofed them to be at- 
tacked by my people, and came on ftiore to join them ; but 
he was ftrangely furprized, when his own party feized him, 
and brought him to me, where I confined him under the 
guard of Mr. Sibaew. 

According to the report, four fick, and one prifoner. 

Thurfday, July 21. A light breeze from the eaftward, 
and fine weather. I aflembled the company, to renew 
their oath of fidelity and obedience towards me ; at the 
fame time that 1 made oath, that, after having carried our 
enterprize upon Japan into execution, I would return to 
the ifland of Liquor, to make the fettlement of our com- 
pany. After this ceremony, I gave orders for continuing 
the works, the chace, fiftiery, and colledting of fruits and 
vegetables, for our voyage. With regard to Mr. Stepha- 
now, I releafed him from confinement, on condition that 
he fhould publickly beg pardon of all the company ; but as 
it was no longer convenient that I fhould entruft him with 
any part of the fervice, I contrived that the company 
fhould declare him incapable of holding any employ. This 
unhappy man requefted me to leave him upon the ifland, 
but I refufed to comply with the fuggeftions of his dcfpair, 
by reprefenting to him, that I hoped to mitigate his dif- 

grace. 
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^ac€, when we fhouM retwn agaift to the iikuid, for I 
durft not acquaint him with my real intentions. My cle- 
mency aftoniihed him, and he acknowledged himfelf guilty, 
8cc. The alTociates being delighted with the project of 
forming a new colony, which might hereafter become an 
empire, worked all night, and, as Mr. Panow informed 
me, entirely neglected the allay of the ore, with the firm 
intention of performing that part of their fcheme upon their 
return. The night was clear and frefh, and the whole com- 
pany in good health. The filh we caught were very good, 
and wholefome, and our meals were diverfified with excel- 
lent fruits and game. Mr. Panow, having taken with him 
fix good markfmen, went out to fhoot hogs. At day- 
break I found the aflbciates ftill at work ; and our bufinels 
went on with fpirit. 

At nine, I gave orders to carry all our provifions on 
board, and eighteen calks, which had been fet up and fil- 
led with water. Mr. Baturin having taken an account of 
our provifions, fhewed that we were very well llored for 
one month. This day I gave orders to eredb a crofs, with 
the following infcription: — 

“ In the year 1771, on the i6th of July, the corvette 
“ St. Peter and St. Paul, anchored in the harbour of this 
“ ifland, commanded by Maurice Augulle de Benyowfzky, 
“ Magnate of Hungary and Poland, General of the Re- 
“ publick of Poland; made prifoner of war by the Ruffians, 
and exiled, by order of the Czarina, to Kamchatka, from 
whence he had the good fortune to make his efcape, by 
“ the force of his courage. This ifland is not inhabited : 

it abounds with different wild fowl ; the fea affords excel- 
“ lent filh, and its fruits and water are wholefome. It is 

fituated 
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fituated in 32 degrees, 47 minntes latftnde, alld 355 de- 
** grees, 8 minutes longitude, from Bolfha, in Kam- 
“ chatka.” 

According to the report, one fick. 

Friday, July 22. Mr. Panow, on his return from the 
chace, brought us two boars, and feveral pintado birds. 
We faked the fleih, and carried it on board. At four, our 
effects being on board, and the wind frefhening from the 
eaftward, I determined to raife our camp, and give orders 
for our embarkation : at nine in the evening all the people 
were on board ; we were employed till eleven in unmoor- 
ing, and exadly at midnight I let fail, the weather being 
very clear, and the wind blowing frefli from the eaftward. 
We got out of the harbour with difficulty ; but when once 
we had doubled the point, we had a calm fea, and as fine 
a wind as we could wifh, with which we failed plealantly 
along. Finding myfelf at length under fail, and having 
nothing more to fear, I had a quiet fteep. At day-break 
the land was out of fight, and gaiety prevailed among the 
aflbciates, who did not leem difpofed to make any com- 
plaints on the want of provifions or water. 

According to the report, one fick. Latitude in 3 2 de- 
grees, 56 minutes north ; longitude in 353 degrees, 57 mi- 
nutes. Wind eaft; no current; courfe weft 5 degrees north. 

Saturday, July 23. Fine hot weather, with a frefh 
hreeze from eaft-north-eaft, and a long fwell ; the fea yel- 
lowifti, and entirely changed in colour, which induced me 
to found, but we found no bottom. At five, faw a double 
-rainbow. The aftbciates complaining of exceffive thirft, I 
caufed them to put nitre in their drink, which they had. 
compofed of finits boiled in water. 
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According to the report, one fick ; the pump cleared. 
Latitude in 33 degrees, 13 minutes north j longitude in 
352 degrees, o minutes. Wind eaft-north-eaft ; current 
from the fouthward ; courfe weft-north-weft 5 degrees 
weft. 

Sunday, July 24. Exceflive hot weather, inclined to 
fqually, the wind becoming irregular, and by fudden puffs 
changing from eaft to north ; a fwell from north-weft. At 
ftx, faw land, which we perceived to be an ifland, and laiL 
ed round it, to the northward. In the night the wind fixed 
at the north-eaft, and continued frefh. This day, per- 
ceiving that all our rigging was flack, I caufed it to be fet 
up. 

According to the report, all well ; the pump clear. 
Latitude in 33 degrees, 27 minutes north; longitude in 
349 degrees, 34 minutes. Wind north-eaft ; current fi-om 
fouth to north ; courfe weft one quarter north. 

Monday, July 25. The heat increafing, and the wind 
continuing with the fame force. Saw a number of black 
ferpents along-fide. At four, P. M. faw feveral buflies 
floating along-fide, feveral of which we hooked in ; a piece 
of filk was faftened to one of them. This difcovery con- 
vinced me that we were near Japan; but as I found no 
bottom, I inferred that we were in the Archipelago of iflands, 
which furrounds Japan. I therefore kept a good look out 
in the night ; luckily, however, we met with no obftacle. 
At day-break, the men at the maft-head called out land, 
but we could not perceive it from the deck till between 
nine and ten ; and afterwards, as our courfe led us right 
towards it, we law it very diftinjftly at noon, 


According 
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According to the report, all well ; the pump clear. 
Latitude in 33 degrees, 28 minutes north; longitude 347 
degrees, o minutes. Wind eaft-north-eaft; current fbuth; 
courie weft. 

Tuefday, July 26th. Very fine weather, with a hot 
fun. Made fail for the north cape of the ifland, which we 
foon pafled. The aflbciates requefted me to permit them 
to land, the lirft opportunity, in order to examine thofe 
iflands, which might probably be inhabited. I promifed 
to fatisfy their defire, and that with fo much the more rea- 
dinefs, as it was of eflential confequence to examine the 
neighbouring coafts, of which I had no pofitive chart with 
me, except a few pofitions of head-lands, which I procured 
out of different colledfions, ^t Kamchatka. At half paft 
three, P. M. Mr. Kuzneczow, being at the maft-head, 
called out a fail, and fbon after four ; and, in a fhort time, 
he declared that a great number were in fight. I imme- 
diately went aloft, with a perfpedtive glafs, and faw that it 
was a fleet ; among which I perceived three large veflels, 
and that the whole were ftanding to the north- weft. The 
approach of night prevented my reaching this fleet. We 
handed the lower fails, to be in readinefs to come to; and in 
the night I advanced, with the lead conftantly out; but at 
three, A. M. we fet all our fails, and at fix low land appeared 
in fight, a-head. At nine, being at the diftance of no 
more than two leagues, I flood off and on, and fent the 
fmall boat, with Mr. Kuzneczow and fix aflbciates, to 
make difeoveries upon the ifland. 

According to the report, all in good health ; the 
fhip near an ifland. Latitude in 33 degrees, 41 mi- 
nutes ; longitude 345 degrees, o minutes. Wind north- 

VoL. I Ddd ca^ft ; 
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eaft ; current from the fouthward; courfe weft one quarter 
north. 

Wednefday, July 27. Upon approaching the ifland, 
the current drove us to the weft ward, near feven leagues 
in five hours. I fired feveral guns, as a fignal for the 
fmall boat to return, but not feeing her, I came to anchor, 
at three, P. M. in forty-eight fathoms. The boat did not 
return till eight. Mr. Kuzneczow informed me, that the 
ifiand was not inhabited, but that he had found feveral 
huts, built of planks, round which he faw a quantity of 
fifh bones, whence he inferred that the Japanefe fre- 
quented this ifiand only for the purpofe of fifiiing. The 
night being clear and liar-light, weighed anchor precilely 
at midnight, with a light breeze, and fmooth water. At 
four A. M. law an ifiand on the larboard hand, and at fix 
another land on the ftarboard. I diredled my courfe 
through the channel, and about eleven was in the midft of 
the channel. At noon I caufed a Iketch * to be taken of 
the northern extremity of the ifiand, which bore fouth-eaft, 
and the land on the ftarboard, which bore from north to 
north-weft. 

According to the report, all well ; the fhip in good condi- 
tion. Latitude in 33 degrees, 44 minutes north; longi- 
tude in 343 degrees, 1 2 minutes. Wind north-eaft one 
quarter eaft ; current from the fouth, courfe weft by north ; 
depth of water thirty-eight fathoms. 

Thurfday, July 28. Very fine weather, but hot; an 
irregular fea, with a ftrong current from fouth-eaft to 
north-weft. At one, P. I^. law another land to the fouth- 


weft. 
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weft, and I refolved to continue my courfe through the 
channel, with the boat a-head, and the lead conftantly 
going. At five, faw three vefiTels, at the diftance of four 
leagues a-head, ftanding acrofs the {freights, from fouth to 
north. In the night we faw fires on all the coafts. A. M. 
made fail, and at day-break we entered a bay ; and as the 
lead fhewed that the bottom was regular, I flood in for the 
iliore, with fo much the greater fafety, as the current was 
againft us. At eight our foundings were fixteen fathoms, 
coral rock, and fand. Our vefTel appeared to be in the 
midft of a foreft, for there were near one thou fand velTels 
around us, who were bulled in the fifhery, without giving 
themfelves any trouble at fight of us. Several of them paf- 
fing near us, cried out, Fiajft to Holland^ Fiajfi to Sindzt\ 
and the others cried out, Namandabuz. At eleven, a 
velTel, very neatly built, approached and hailed us : her 
mails were ornamented with llreamers, and feveral colours, 
upon which I perceived fome infcriptions ; but as we were 
at a lofs to reply to the captain in the Japanefe language, he 
at lall fent us his yawl, with cordage, and by the gellicu- 
lations of his failors, we comprehended that he meant to 
aflill in towing us. I immediately palled the ends of two 
hawfers on board the yawl which carried them on board 
their own veffel ; they immediately lowered their fails, 
and by means of upwards of eighty rowers, they towed us 
along with incredible fwiftnefs. When we came near the 
Ihpre, I anchored in twelve fathoms, at the fame time call- 
ing off the hawfers, which were brought back by the Ja- 
panefe yawl, none of whofe people w'ould confent to come 
on board ; and when I was defirous of making them fome re- 
turn, they refufed, at the fame time pointing to their 

D d d a necks. 
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necks, doubtlefs by way of letting me know that they 
durft not accept any thing, under pain of death. 

According to the report, all well; at anchor in a bay at 
Japan. By eftimate, latitude in 33 degrees, 56 minutes 
north ; longitude in 342 degrees, 20 minutes. Wind 
north-eaft one quarter call: ; no current ; at anchor in 
twelve fathoms; off ftiore thfee quarters of a league. 

Friday, July 29. In a bay on the coaft of Japan ; fine 
weather, but excefiive hot. Wind variable from north- 
eaft to fouth-eaft, and a ftrong tide. Gave orders for im- 
mediately preparing our arms for fervice, and loading our 
cannon with grape-fhot, to be ready in cafe we fhould be 
attacked, as my companions pretended. At two, P. M‘. 
ordered Meffrs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow on fiiore, 
with twelve armed men. Mr. Wynbladth was charged 
with a letter, written in Dutch, containing a declaration 
refpedling my voyage, and a requeft for a fupply of provi*- 
fions. With the letter I fent three beaver Ikins, and fix 
martens, as a prefent to the chief of the place; but as I did 
not think proper to expofe my people to the mercy of the 
inhabitants, I weighed, and towed the veflel, by means of 
the fhallop, to the diftance of two hundred fathoms from 
the ftiore, where I anchored in five and one-half fathomsi, 
fine land. Soon after we law three fmall boats row to- 
wards ours, and afterwards followed them on ftiore. The 
interpofition of a rock, prevented us from feeing their 
landing, which gave me great uneafinefs. My uneafinefs 
increafed every hour, as I faw no one return till nine at 
night, when the centinel called out, that he obferved three 
fires approaching the veflel. Having feen the appearance 
myliblf,. I armed the fliallop with fixteen men^ and fent 

. them. 
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ttem upon difcovery. They foon returned, and Mr. Pa- 
now, who was commanding officer, called out, that our 
boat was on its return, attended by two boats of the coun- 
try, and that our people appeared joyful. Soon after, we 
heard Mr. Kuzneczow, who called out to us to throw them 
three ropes ; which being immediately done, Mr. Wyn- 
bladth came on board, with a Japanefe, very well cloathed, 
and armed with a fabre. He came on board with confi- 
dence, and made a long harangue, every word of which 
was perfectly unintelligible to me. In order, however, that I 
might comprehend fome part of it, I fent for Bocfarew, 
who had learned this language during the fpace of three 
years, at Irkuczk, in Siberia, from a Japanefe, who had 
efcaped fhipwrcck at Kamchatka, and after being taught 
the Ruffian language, at Mofcow, was maintained by the 
fenate to teach Japanefe to the Siberians. Unfortunately 
k turned out that Bocfarew had forgotten moft part, and re- 
membered only a few compliments, with which he regaled 
the Japanefe. But as I was anxious to know the report of 
MefTrs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow, I configned the Ja- 
panefe to Meffis. Panow and Bocfarew, who introduced him 
into my cabbin. The following was the report of Mr. 
Wynbladth : — 

“ As foon as we were joined by the Japanefe boats, 
“ who came to meet us, they made a fign by placing 
“ each his left hand on his break; we did the fame ; and 
“ after this ceremony, the Jupanefe made athoufand other 
“ figns, none of which we underflood, excepting that they 

wifhed us to go on fhore. I went on fhore, with eight 
“ affociates, leaving four iif the boat, to keep her afloat. We 
“ there found two hundred men on liorfe-back, and an equal 

“ number. 
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“ number on foot, armed with bows and lances, who like* 
“ wife faluted us politely ; but perceiving that wc were 
dehrous of repairing to the town or village we law before 
“ us, they olfered us horfes ; we mounted, and were thus 
“ conducted, in ceremony, to a caftle at the extremity of 
“ a village, which is about one quarter of a league diftant 
“ from the landing place. Here wc difmounted, and were 
“ introduced into the court, in which we were very polite- 
“ ly received by a perfon of diftindion, who conduded us 
“ into an extenlive hall, built on columns. Here we 
“ found another great man, feated on a fopha, who laid to 
us, Fia^ guzarimas^ which we did not underhand, and 
“ therefore we only faluted him, and made a lign that we 
“ did not comprehend him. The fecond words he Ipoke 
“ were, ToGolland^ which I underftood, and made a hgn 
“ that we were not Hollanders. Afterwards he laid. To 
Sindzi^ to which, upon my making a lign that I did 
“ not underhand him, he continued his queftions. To Pi~ 
“ lipine^ To Braki^ To Mafui^ To Tufiguji ; and as I had 
“ always anfwered in the negative, he beat a drum which 
“ was near him. Upon this lignal fcveral fervants entered, 
“ to whom he gave orders, and immediately afterwards 
they returned with books and rolls of papers ; he unrol- 
“ led them, one after the other, and having at lah: found 
“ what he wanted, he made ligns for me to approach, 
“ which I did. He then fhewed me a chart, in which I 
“ diftinguilhed Japan, China, the Philipine Illands, the 
“ Indies, and a tradl of unknown land, nearly occupying 
“ the fpace and pofition of Europe. He took my finger, 
** and diredled me to place it on the map. I comprehended 
that he fought for the country from which we came. I 

Ihewed 



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 391 

** (hewed him Europe, which aftoniftied him very much. 
“ He (hewed his furprize, by crying out, Namandabez 
“ feveral times ; and afterwards, as he feemed to doubt 
‘‘ what he had learned, I availed myfelf of the aiTiftance of the 
chart, and made figns to inform him, that the duration 
“ of our voyage, and the hard weather we had experienced, 
“ had exhaufted us, and that we were in want of provifions. 
“ He feemed to comprehend me, and made a (ign, by 
‘‘ pointing to his mouth and his belly; after which he 
“ called his fervants, and fpoke with them a confiderable 
“ time. For my part, being defirous of haftening my re- 
‘‘ turn, I prefented to him the beaver (kins, and the mar- 
“ tens, making a (ign that they came from you, and that 
“ I was only the bearer, at the fame time that I prefented 
“ the letter, which he accepted, but he would not receive 
“ the prefents ; and as I recolledied that the Japanele in 
“ the boats had refufed our offers, by making the (ign of 
“ pointing to their necks, I imitated them. This great 
“ man then conduded me into a neighbouring chamber, 
“ where I found a woman, to whom I gave the prefent, and 
‘‘ (he gave me a bafltet filled with (lowers, which I have 
“ brought with me. 

“ After coming out of this chamber, we found a gen- 
** tleman in the hall, to whom the chief of the caftle like- 
“ wife fpoke a long time, and then difmiffed us. This 
“ gentleman became our condudor, and led us back, with 
“ the fame efcort, to the landing place, where we found 
“ two boats filled with provifions, which we have brought 
on board. The gentleman came in our boat, and is the 
“ fame who is now on board.’* 

I After 
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After having heard this account, I entered into my cabin, 
to fhew civilities to the Japanefe officer, and to gain his 
favour, I prefented him with two pair of fables- The pre- 
fcnt appeared to him to be conhderable, for he made us 
underftand that he fhould be contented with one ; but, at 
laft, finding himfelf prefled to accept the whole, he fhewed 
by figns, that it was of confequence, that the prefent fhould 
be kept a fecret, and he concealed the ikins, by carefully 
wrapping them up. 

When he came again upon deck, he gave orders for un- 
loading the boats, which was done in a moment, after which 
he took his leave, and would not permit us to make the 
fmallefl; prefent to the boatmen. 

The provifions received on hoard, confifted of twenty- 
five facks of rice, four pots of foft fugar, four jars of tea, 
one jar of tobacco very finely cut, eight hogs, fixteen jars 
of preferved fruits, a quantity of onions, orangesj lemons, 
pine-aples, and other fruits, two calks of fait fifli, fix 
calks of a very agreeable kind of wine, and about fifty 
fowls ; but that which afforded the greateft pleafure to my 
companions, was the fight of three barrels of yery ftrong 
fpirits, 

Day break furprized us in our labour of hoifting thefe 
good things on board- The wind, during the whole night, 
blew from the fouth, and in the morning, we had a flight 
breeze from the northward, which, however, did not laft 
above half an hour. At fix I faw a boat arrive, called, in 
the language of the country, periaqua, with three men. 
They came along fide, and put a young man on board, 
who was very handfomely cloathed, and, by his geftures, 
appeared defirous of conyerfing with me ; but as it was 

impoffibJe 
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impoffible for me to comprehend him, I caufed Bocfarew 
to be awakened, who, after many explanations, informed 
me, that the Japanefe came to acquaint me, that a great 
number of people were defirous of feeing the veffcl, but 
that they were afraid of the cannon, called in Japanefe 
tippo. I informed him as well as Bocfarew could, that 
every one would be welcome, and, in order that he might 
pofitively underftand me, I caufed the tompions to be put 
into the guns in his fight, upon which he made an infinity 
of falutations, and at laft retired. After his departure, I 
gave orders to wafh and clean the vefTel for the reception 
of the company who might come, and we had fcarcely 
ended this work, when at nine o’clock we faw three boats 
rowing towards us. In each of thefe boats we obferved a 
perfon of diftinftion with a parafol. Mr. Wynbladth in- 
formed me, that he had feen one of thefe writing with the 
lord of the caflle. As foon as they came along-fide, they 
came on board, and we faluted them by repeating the words 
fiafTi guzarimaz. Bocfarew being appointed toferveas my 
interpreter, was. well cloathed, and followed my inftrudlions 
with wonderful accuracy, for, at every word he fpoke, he 
made the mofl profound bows. Indeed, I am of opinion, 
that his greateft merit . confifted in this ceremonial, for it 
was impoffible for me to gather any information by virtue 
of his fkill in, interpreting. But as I clearly underftood, that 
the Japanefe meant to teftify their friendfhip, I gave myfelf 
very little concern about the reft. With a view, there- 
fore, to add ftrength to their good intentions, I took them 
aftde, and gave each two marten’s fkins, which they re- 
ceived with infinite joy, and a great many complimentary 
marks of acknowledgment. This proceeding feemed to 
VoL. I. Eee have 
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have done us great fervice in their opinions. After the 
prefents were received, they informed me that they were 
defirous of feeing the veffel, I, therefore, conducted them 
myfelf every where. One among them being provided with 
a pencil and paper, formed different charadlers, and when 
he returned upon deck, he examined the cannon, and wrote 
again upon his paper, no doubt an account of their num- 
ber ; after which he was defirous of knowing how many we 
were on board, which he foon learned, for I had brought 
all my people on the quarter-deck. He counted them all, 
and wrote down their number; but when they perceived that 
there were women on board, their curiolity was extreme. 
They behaved with great delicacy, and fignified by their 
figns, that our female companions muft have fuffered much ; 
after which they departed. About eleven, A. M. we received 
two boats of provifions, and a portrait, together with 
twenty-fix cafks of water and two of fpirits ; the boatmen, 
as foon as their lading was hoifled out, refufed to receive 
any thing from us, and departed. A light breeze from the 
fouthward. 

According to the report, one fick. At anchor in the Bay 
Ufilpatchar. 

Saturday, July 30. Though I was extremely defirous to 
go on fhore, my companions would not confent, but re- 
queffed me to defer my intention, becaufe the good difpo- 
fition of the natives could not be depended upon. This day 
the people w^eemployed in fettmg up the rigging. At three, 
y. M. wefaw thirty boats rowing towards us with ff reamers 
flying, and when they carhe near, we heard the found of 
different inftruments and fingii^. All the velfels flopped 
at the diftance of half a cable, except three that came along- 
fidc. Out of one of the boats an old man came on board 

I with 
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with two boys richly cloathcd. The old man prefented a 
written paper to me, which, however was ufelefs, as I had 
no one on board, who could read the Japanefe writing : for 
this rearon, I fent for the Sieur Boclarew, who, after having 
caufcd the old man to repeat his words at leaft twenty times, 
informed me, that the Ulikamhy, or King, fent me thefe 
two youths as hoftages, in order that I might come to him 
with confidence. I anfwered, and ihewed by figns, that I 
was ready to go on {bore, but that I would not permit the 
hoftages to remain on board, becaufe I had the greateft con- 
fidence in their Ulikamhy. I immediately gave orders to 
man the fmall boat, and went on board with four aflbeiates, 
the Sieur Bociarew, and the old man, with the two boys, 
leaving the command to Mr. Cruftiew. When we came 
near the fleet of fmall boats, all the Japanefe called out Uli 
Ulan, and immediately preceded us, and the others fol- 
lowed three and three at an equal diftance. 

As foon as we came on ftiore, carpets were Ipread for 
myfelf and companions to fit on ; immediately after which, 
tea and preferved fimits were prefented to me. Litters were 
then brought, on which we were carried about a quarter 
of a league, followed by an armed troop, and condu<fted by 
thirteen officers. We were fet down oppofite a fpacious 
garden, at the gate of which ftood two Japanefe centinels, 
who cried out Uli Ulan. As foon as we had entered the 
garden, we were received by two gentlemen richly cloathed, 
who firft fpokc to our old man, and afterwards faluted me 
by three profound inclinations. After this ceremony, they 
took HK by the arms, and conduced me towards a fmall 
houfe, built in the middle of the garden. When we came 
near the houfe, the gentlemen made me vmderftand that 
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was in the houfe, where, in fad, we found him in the fa- 
loon, feated on a yellow fopha. His cloathing was green 
and blue filk, with a yellow girdle. Immediately after I 
had faluted him, a fopha was likewife brought me, of a red 
colour, upon which I fat down. Ulikamhy propofed three 
queftions, who I was? whence I came? and for what reafon I 
had come to Nipou ? I replied, by the affiftance of Bocfa- 
rew, that I was a warrior of Europe, arrived at Japan by 
accident, and the impetuofity of the weather ; but as Uli- 
kamhy could not well comprehend my interpreter, he be- 
thought himfelf of ufing the affiftance of painters, who 
having taken paper and pencils, painted figures, by which 
he informed me of the objeds he was deftrous of fpeaking of. 
The firft pidure which he prefented to me contained my 
portrait, very little refembling me, it muft be confefled, 
but diftinguifhable by my cloaths, and that of Ulikamhy, 
who prefented me a heart. To ftiew that I underftood the 
explanation, I preffed the figure of Ulikamhy to my breaft, 
who being very well contented, caufed me to come near and 
join hands with him. He then fpoke a fhort time to his 
people, who loon after caufed my four affociates to come in, 
whom I had feleded exprefsly. Their fize and tallnefs fur- 
prized him, and he ordered them to be meafured, and their 
portraits to be taken, which was done in an inftant, for the 
figures were merely Iketched out. By his geftures and figns, 
I underftood that he wifhed to know why I was fhorter 
than my people. In anfwer, I caufed a low ftool to be 
brought to fupport my right foot, and then he law me in 
my natural height, which likewife was fome furprize to 
him. It was with much difficulty that I could make him 
underftand, that in confequence of a wound in battle, my 
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right leg Avas fhortened four inches, which caufed me to lean 
towards that fide, and deprived me of fo much in height. 
The evening having fiirprized us in the midft of our dif- 
CGurfe, the Ulikamhy propofed to me to pafs the night 
with him, and he informed me, that he was defirous I 
fhould ftay three or four nights together, becaufe a man 
would foon arrive who was able to converfe with me, which 
I very ardently wifhed, in order to gather fome information 
refpefting the country. 

About nine in the evening, Ulikamhy departed with his 
attendants, and we were likewife conduced to a houfe ad- 
joining to his palace, where we were regaled with tea, 
rice, dried filh, roaft meat, preferved fruits, &c. and to- 
wards the end, with a very fiveet kind of wine. We made 
a very bad ftiift to eat with their little fticks, and the fer- 
vants had a good deal of trouble in teaching us. 

After fupper, cufhions were laid for us on the carpet, 
where we paffed a very good night. At eight in the morn- 
ing, I' received the report from On board, by which I found 
the Japanefe had fupplied us with one hundred facks of 
rice, and twenty hogs, with a great quantity of finits and 
dried fifli, wine, and poultry. This report was brought by 
a Japanefe, whom I fent back with orders to fet up our 
water calks. 

About ten, A. M. we were informed, that Ulikamhy 
was coming. I went out to meet him, and faw him accom- 
panied with three Bonzes, who had very large chaplets at 
their girdles. One of them faluted me in very good Dutch. 
The King came to me, gave me his hand, and made figns 
for me to Ipeak with the Bonze newly arrived. I compli- 
mented him on his fpeakingaforeign language fo well, and he 

' politely 
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politely thanked me, by affuring ine, that he fliotild be 
happy to do me any fervice. This Bonze informed me that 
he was born at Touza, but that his parents, having been 
obliged to live at Xinao, he had had an opportunity of 
learning the Dutch language at Nangafaki, aiid that he had 
become a Bonze, to deliver himfelf from the yoke of tht 
fecular power. With regard to Ulikamhy, he informed mej 
that he was King of the prcwince, and had married one of 
the daughters of the Emperor j that. he was one of the mcdFl 
learned men in the country, being acqminted with iftro- 
nomy in the higheft degree, and that his foul was endued 
with celeftial qualities, having never done harm to any onc^ 
that he was adored in his own province, and'defired in all 
the others. He then requefted I would inform him who I 
was, and how I came to Japan ? I gave him a defdription 
of my country, and of Europe in general, which, he laid, 
he had heard fome accounts of. I informed him, that hav- 
ing fell in battle, I was taken prifoner by the Rufiians, 
who had violated the common law of nations, by fending 
me into exile at Kamchatka, from whenoe I had delivered 
myfelf with courage, to return to my own country, but 
that contrary winds having obliged me to touch at Japan, 
I had come thither with fear, on account of the relations 
the Hollanders had wickedly publifhed, that the Japanefe 
put the Chriftians to death. Upon thefe laft words, he re- 
plied, that it was true, that there was a decree of the Em- 
peror not to admit any Spanifh or Portuguefo Chriftianinto 
the country, but that the decree did not affeft the Chrif-^ 
tians of other nations, who had never done harm to the 
empire. He was going on with his difcourfe, when 
kamhy font for us : we therefore went to him at his palace 
in the garden, where we were regaled with fruits and tea. 

The 
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The Bonze related to Ulikamhy, what he had learned from 
me, upon which he propofed cxwicerning 

the manner of fighting in Europe. He condoled with nje 
upon my fate, and made me an offer to remain at Japan,, 
where he promifed he would procure from the Emperor an 
important command in his armies. I thanked him for his 
goodnefs, but excufed myfelf cai account of my family, the 
fituation of which could not but be an objedt which I 
held too much at heart. The King approved my fenti- 
ments, and afterwards queftioned me refpedting the Hol- 
landers, whofe true hiftory I thought it proper to relate, at 
the end of which, he thanked me for having told him the 
truth ; for, he faid, he knew very well that the Hollanders 
were but a fmall merchant people, who were fubje£led to 
a Prince who received money of them, as a reward for de- 
fending them with his troops. I took the liberty likewife 
-to afk the King, whether he thought the Hollanders were 
Chriftians, and he replied, that merchants had no religion, 
their only faith confilling in getting money, while they gave 
themfelves very little trouble about the belief of a God. 
Being well fatisfied with this anfwer, I was defirous of pro- 
pofing feveral other queftions, but we were informed din- 
ner was read. I was ferved upon a fmall table, two feet 
high, oppofite thatof Ulikamhy. Therepaftconfiftedofrice, 
roaft meat, preferves, and a great variety of fweetmeats,^ 
with a liquor refembling hydroniel. During the whole din- 
ner, the King talked continually with the Bonze, and it 
was not till the ferving up of the defert, that he afked me 
whether I was a Chriftian, ftrong enough to die in defence 
of the Crofs. I replied, that I had no other refpedt for 
•the Qrofs than what the value of its materials might de- 
"^ .mand, and that certainly I fhould never exped: to find a 

nation 
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nation fo abfurd as to put me to death for faying^ with ti uith, 
that wood was neithc’^j.;pore nor lefs than wood. Hereupon 
he informed me, that I had not underftood him, as he 
meant to aik, whether I was refolved to die for my God? I 
anfwered, that by dying for my God, I fhould likewifedie 
for the God of the Japanefe, becaufe I acknowledged one 
only God, who had created every material and vifible thing. 
This anfwer fatisfied him, for he exclaimed Namandabaz, 
and caufed me to be told, that I was truly a Japanefe in 
my religion, if I believed in nothing elfe. I was contented 
to inform him of my faith, that I had no other belief than 
-in the only God, the creator of all things, and that my 
whole religion conlifted in doing as much good to my 
fellow-creatures as was in my power, and to injure no 
one. After this information, the King embraced me, 
and faid Sindaulla, Sifidaulla, which denotes very well, 
very well, and then he retired to take his evening’s re- 
pofe. 

After his departure, I walked in the garden with the 
Bonze, who gave me an account of this rich and extenhve 
country, its government and policy ; I made a few notes 
at that time, to. enable me to commit my obfervations to 
paper more at large at a convenient opportunity. 

Sunday, July 31, 1771. At the palace of the King 
Ulikamhy, at Japan, at the bottom of the Gulph of Uhl- 
patchar. The Bonze requefted me, at three in the afternoon, 
to give orders to accompany him on board my veffel, whidh 
he was defirous of feeing. I directed Mr. Boclarew to ac- 
company him, with orders to make him a prefent of fables, 
and to receive him with kindnefs and refpeft. At the fame 
time, I fent inftrudions to bring on fhore fix pair of fine beaver 
2 . Ikins, 
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Ikins, twenty-four foxes {kins, and twenty-four {ables, with 
forty good mufkets well cleaned, and two pieces of cannon on 
their carriages. Thefe cannon were models which I had 
found in Kamchatka ; and, as the Bonze had pro- 
cured for me the order and permilTion to bring my people 
on ftiore, I allowed a certain number of the company to 
land every day. After the departure of the Bonze I laid 
down to reft, on account of a violent head-ach I was af- 
flidted with. When I awoke, that is to fay, at eight in 
the evening, the Bonze returned, and thanked me for the 
politenefs with which he had been received on board, and 
the prefents which had been made. We fupped alone, for 
the King, with all his attendants, was gone to a neigh- 
bouring town. During our fupper, and afterwards, we 
continued our converfation, and I found abundance of good 
fenfe and underftanding in the difeourfe of the Bonze. It 
was very late before we feparated ; and as the reft I had 
taken after dinner prevented me from fleeping, I walked 
out into the garden, whereupon, approaching the houfe of 
the King, I heard a female voice, accompanied by fome 
ftringed inftrument. The muftc and the fong appeared to 
be not deficient in melody. 

At day-break I received an account, that the prefents I 
had fent for were on their way, and that MeiT. Panow, Batu- 
rin, and Kuzneezow were coming, in order to be prelented 
to the King; that all was quiet on board, and that the af- 
fociates behaved in fuch a manner as to make themfilves be- 
loved by the natives. 

At ten Mr. Panow, with his companions arrived, and the 
prefents were carried into my apartment. About eleven, 
the return of Ulikamhy was announced by a noife, and the 
VoL. I. F f f found 
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found of an hundred diiferent inftruments. The Bonze re- 
commended me to meet him, and prefent my companions, 
which I immediately did. The firft converfation confifted on- 
ly of the ordinary civilities ; but, as the Bonze had feized a fa- 
vourable opportunity to inform him of the prefents, he ex- 
prefled fo ftrong a defire to examine them himfelf, that he 
poftponed dinner, and repaired to my apartment. When I 
prefented the articles, I pronounced a difcourfe, which was 
received with the moft engaging attention ; I then accom- 
panied the King, where I found thirty-five covered tables 
for three perfons at each table. Every thing was lerved up 
with furprifing elegance and order. During the time of 
dinner feveral inftruments were heard, which, though con- 
fufed, were neverthelefs agreeable. After dinner we pro- 
ceeded to the garden, where the arms were tried at a cer- 
tain diftance. The butt was a round piece of wood, co- 
vered with paper, and feveral of my companions diftin- 
guiftied themfelves. The King was at laft defirous of 
making a trial himfelf, and after having charged one of the 
mulkets, he caufed a horfe to be brought, at which he fired 
with fo good an aim, that it fell down lifelefs. His fa- 
tisfadion was extreme, and, in the fulnefs of his joy, he af- 
fured me, that I might make any requeft I chofe, with the 
certainty of obtaining it. I availed myfelf of this favourable 
inftant, to requeft permiftion, that I might return- into his 
dominions, to open a trade under his proteftion. His an- 
fwer furprized me, for he granted me this favour with- 
out hefitation ; obferving, at the fame time, that my 
character had deftroyed the prejudices, he had imbibed by 
tradition, and that he not only granted me his protedion in 
his dominions, but likewife would exert his influence with 

2 the 
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the Emperor, to obtain pcrmiflion, that my veflels might 
enter all his other harbours. He aflured me I might de- 
pend on his promife, as long as my views fhould be directed 
to trade only, and I fhould not aim at eftablifhing any 
change of religion, or endeavour to acquire power by build- 
ing fortrelTes. He concluded his difcourfe, by informing 
me, that before my departure, he would contradb engage- 
ments with me under the confirmation of a mutual oath. 

Monday, Auguft i. Towards the evening, I faw pre- 
parations made for a grand illumination, and, as my inter- 
preter, the Bonze was abfent, I was anxious to know the 
caufe. He arrived later than ordinary, and informed me, 
that the King had convened the great men of his country, 
to whom he was defirous of prefenting me, for which rea- 
fon I was requefted to wait upon him ; and, as he thought 
it neceflary to inform me of the formalities to be obferved, 
he took that trouble upon himfelf, after which he led me 
towards the great hall, where I was received at the foot of 
the fteps by two gentlemen richly cloathed, who introduced 
me into the hall, and placed me immediately oppofite the 
King, who was feated on very rich carpets, having a quan- 
tity of armed gentlemen, with their fabres drawn, befide 
him. In a right line between myfelf and the King, I faw 
eighteen principal Japanefe feated on carpets, and a number 
of armed men behind each of them. 

Such was the order in which I found the afTembly. The 
Bonze flood up befide me, and near the King flood the 
litei-aiy lords, with paper, ink, and pencils in their hands. 
One of them demanded, with a loud voice, who I was 
why I came to Japan ? whence I came ? and whither I 
was bound. The Bonze interpreted thefe demands, and I 

F f f 2 made 
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made the fame anfwer I had before given to the King. 
The next queftion was, whether I was defirous of efta- 
blifhing a trade for my nation, and what it would confift 
in. To the lirft part I anfwered in the affirmative, but 
excufed myfelf with regard to the fecond, becaufe, not 
being a merchant by profeffion, I could not fpeak deter- 
minately to it j but I promifed, that at my firft voyage, I 
would bring merchants with me, and ffiOuld be able to 
enter into formal fubmiffions. The King was content to 
reply, that the veffels ffiould be loaded with furs, which 
I abfolutely promifed. The laft of all his demands were, 
that I ffiould bind myfelf never to bring to Japan any 
book treating of religion, and ftill lefs any Bonze of my 
own country, which I likewife promifed ; after which the 
Bonze told me I might retire. He foon afterwards came 
to me, to inform me that Ulikamhy was about to retire to 
the town of Kilinigue ; but that before his departure, he 
would make me prefents, and give me a flag, by which I 
might be known on my return to Japan ; and that the 
King, moreover, was defirous of entrufting me with a 
gentleman, to make the voyage with me, on condition 
that I ffiould bring him back the earlieft opportunity. 

About nine in the evening I received advice from on 
board, that all was in readinefs for failing; that the ffiip 
was full of provifions; and I learned with pleafiire, that 
the women on board had received vifits, and feveral pre- 
fents, from the Japanefe women. About ten, fupper was 
ferved up in my apartment, at which the Bonze and my 
officers were prefent. At fix in the morning I was in- 
formed of the arrival of the prefents of the King, which 
w^ere brought by two gentlemen, the Bonze preceding them. 

He 
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He declared that he had orders to accompany me on board, or 
to remain with me all the tinie I might chiife to flay until 
my departure. The prefents conlifted of a fabre, orna- 
mented with gold, and fufpended to a belt wrought with 
fine pearls ; a complete fervice of porcelain, gilt ; a quan- 
tity of tea and tobacco; a flag, to be difplayed upon my 
return, containing an infcription, of which figure i, plate 
.1 6, is a copy; a little box filled with different jewellery ; and 
another box, containing fifty pieces of gold, each weigh- 
ing two ounces and a quarter, intended to defray the ex- 
pences of the voyage of the young gentleman whom the 
Bonze prefented to me. 

Being informed that the King was already gone, I ac- 
quainted the Bonze, that I was likewife determined to go 
on board, which being interpreted to a gentleman prefent, 
palanquins were foon brought, in which we were carried 
to the fea fide: here we found a prodigious number of peo- 
ple, who cried out “ Uli ulan,” &c. As foon as we came 
to the harbour, near thirty boats appeared, with whom, 
we went on board, in company with the Bonze and two 
gentlemen, who perceiving that my fmall boat was worn 
out, fent on fliore for another, which was built in a fu- 
perior manner, quite new, and varnifhed. They pre- 
fented us with this in the name of the King; and for my 
part, I made new prefents to the Bonze and the two gen- 
tlemen. Thefe lafl; put into my hands two rolls of papers, 
containing, as the Bonze informed me, permifllon to re- 
turn to Japan. They all three recommended to my care 
the young man, who was to go the voyage with me ; and 
I did not obferve any embarraffment in him, at finding 
himfelf among ftrangers. They then returned to the fliore, 

and. 
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and on my arrival on board, Mr. Cruftiew informed me, 
that the afTociates had carried on a very advantageous trade 
with the Japanefe, to whom they fold a quantity of furs, 
and received in exchange, gold, porcelain, pearls, and 
other articles. 

According to the report, all well. 

Tuefday, Auguft 2. On board the corvette, St. Peter 
and St. Paul, at anchor in the gulph of Ufilpatchar. A 
light breeze from the caftward, and fine weather. This 
day I aflembled the whole company, to determine whether we 
fhould carry our project into execution, and make an in- 
curfion, according to the plan flipulated at the ifland of 
Liquor; but not one of them ventured to reply. I then 
took advantage of their filence, and declared, that I thought 
it would be moft advantageous to continue our courfe to 
Canton, in China, where we might fell our furs, and re- 
turn to Europe ; and afterwards, under the prote£lion of 
fome fovereign power, carry into execution a more certain 
projcft of forming a permanent colony, in which we could 
not fail, as we had had the good fortune to open the trade 
of Japan. Thefe words were fcarcely fpoken, before the 
whole company cried out, that 1 might follow my own 
pleafure in all things, and they would pundually obey. 
Upon this afliirance, I gave orders to hoift our Japanefe 
colours, and fet fail. At three, P. M. having faluted the 
country with twenty-one gilns, we fet fill to the fbuth- 
ward. We met an immenfe quantity of fifhermen in our 
way, all whom, at fight of us, called out “ Uli ulan.” 
The night continued fair, with a light breeze. 

According to the report, all well. Latitude in 34 de- 
crees, o minutes; longitude in 341 degrees, 30 minutes. 

Wind 
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Wind from the eaftward ; current from the fouth ; courfe 
fouth-weft. 

Wednefday, Auguft 3. Under fail. Several of the af- 
fociates threw themfelves at my feet, and intreated me to 
anchor again upon the coaft of Japan, in order to procure 
them new opportunities of trading, and turning their furs 
to account. I granted their requeft the more readily, as I 
was defirous of becoming acquainted with the coaft j but 
I promifed to confent to their wifties on condition, that 
they ftiould behave with the moft exadl fubordination. At 
fun-fet, the weather appeared fqually to the northward. 
At day-break we difcovered an European veftel before us. 
I refolved to chace her, but I foon obferved the Dutch co- 
lours ; and as the veftel ftood to the fouth-fouth-eaft, I 
purfued my courfe, and fuffered her to go on unmolefted. 
I failed along the coaft of what I took to be a peninfula. 

According to the report, all well. - Latitude in 33 de- 
grees, 36 minutes; longitude in 340 degrees, 20 minutes. 
Wind eaft-fouth-eaft ; current fouth-eaft ; courfe fouth- 
weft one quarter fouth. 

Thurfday, Auguft 4. On the coaft of Japan, in ftght 
of land, and in foundings of twenty-eight fathoms ; coarfe 
fand and Ihells mixed with coral ; all fails fet, weather 
lowering, and a riftng fea, with a frefh breeze from the 
fouth-eaft. The night was dark, and at ten P. M. a 
ftorm began, attended with thunder and lightning. About 
three, P. M. a heavy {bower fell, and abated the wind. 
At day-break, we found ourfelves driven on the coaft by a 
ftrong current from fouth to north. Finding that we were 
near an opening, which promiled to lead us into fome good 
xoad or harbour, I fuftered the fhip to drive, and at laft 

came 
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came to, in fixteen fathoms. The fmall boat was imme- 
diately lowered into the water, and MefTrs. Kuzneczow 
and Panow, with eight affociates, went on board;, and 
the Japanefe paffenger, who was to be put on fhore in the 
.fhallop, with lixteen armed affociates, followed under the 
command of Mr. Cruftiew, to fupport the fmall boat, ill 
cafe of need. After the difpatch of the boats, I gave or- 
ders for cleaning and loading our arms, and priming our 
great guns afrefh. 

According to the report, all in good health ; the fhip 
making no water. Latitude in 33 degrees, 34 minutes ; 
longitude in 339 degrees, 12 minutes. Wind fouth-eaft; 
a ftrong current from the fouth ; courfe fouth-weft, but 
the current drove us to the north-weft. 

Friday, Auguft 5. At anchor on the coaft of Japan, 
to the weftward of the kingdom of Idzo. At two, P. M. 
the boats returmed with a large Japanefe veffel. When 
they came near us, Mr. Kuzneczow called to us to weigh 
our anchor, and fend out towing ropes to the fmall boat, 
the fhallop, and the Japanefe veffel, to carry us into the 
harbour, which I accordingly did. Mr. Kuzneczow com- 
ing on board, informed me, that having happily arrived 
on fhore, the Japanefe, at firft fight, fled before him ; but 
after they heard the Japanefe paffenger call to them, they 
returned, and in confequence of his information, they had 
been very eager to fhew their politenefs to our people ; that 
they proceeded to a village, where they were received with 
acclamations of joy, and the inhabitants gave them rice, 
tea, fruit, and a very agreeable liquor ; that during their 
repaft, a Japanefe, armed with a fabre and lance, came 
and converfed with the paffenger ; after which he addreffed 

his 
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his difcourfe to Mr. Kuzneczow, by pronouncing the 
words, “ Nanghafaki Kallas Tohollandi Fiaffi Guzarimas,” 
and that immediately* he ordered a boat to be got ready, 
giving them to underftand, by figns, that he propofed to 
follow us, to condud: the veffel into the harbour, which 
he performed to our very great fatisfaclion. Annexed is 
the view * of the land, and the fituation of the harbour, 
named Mifaqui Iphima Kallas. 

At fix we arrived at the mouth of the harbour, where 
we moored in eleven fathoms, muddy bottom. The Ja- 
panefe boat quitted us, to go on fhore, and foon returned 
with five others, which towed us to another fituation, 
where we anchored in five fathoms, good anchoring ground, 
confining of mud. The Japanefe feeing us fafely at an- 
chor, left us, when I took the precaution to moor the (hip. 
At ten, a well-cloathed Japanefe came on board, who in- 
formed me, by the interpretation of Mr. Bocfarew, that 
he was appointed to guard us ; after which he immediately 
retired, and we foon perceived three long boats at anchor 
near us, each having three fignal lights. On my fide I 
likewife kept a fharp look out on board, with lighted 
matches hanging befide the guns. In the night the wind 
veered round to the fouth-weft, and blew with fuch vio- 
lence, that we thought ourfelves fortunate that we were in 
a harbour. At feven in the morning a boat came alongfide, 
and three gentlemen came on board, who queftioned me, 
whence I came ? how long I propofed to ftay ? whither I 
was bound } whether I was a Hollander ? and in that cale 

♦ Thefe drawings never came to the hands of the editor. 

VoL. I. 
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they requefted a letter for Nanghafaki ; and, after all, 
they defired to infpe£t the velTel, and demanded how 
many people we were on board. Mj?" anfwer was, that I 
came from afar, and was on my way to Nanghafaki ; that I 
had anchored there to avoid the tempeft ; that I was in 
want of provihons and water ; that I was defirous of 
trading; and, laftly, that our number amounted to one 
hundred and fifty men, who were in want of every thing, 
but that the veflel fliould not be infpeded. I know not 
whether Bocfarew interpreted well or not, but I perceived 
they were not fatisfied with us, for they made figns that 
they did not believe we were Hollanders, pointing to our 
beards and cloathing, and at the fame time exclaiming, 
“ Hay, to Gollandi, To Pilipines;” whence I under- 
flood that they took us for Spaniards, coming from Ma- 
nilla. I gave them a letter for the Hollanders, to the fol- 
lowing effed : 

f 

Copy of the letter given to the yapanefe^ in the Bay of 
Mifaqui, to be forwarded to the Hollanders at Nang- 
hafaki. 

“ Health to the officers in chief of the Fa£lory of the 
“ Dutch Eaft India Company. 

“I ACQUAINT you, gentlemen, that finding my- 
“ felf upon the coaft of Japan, whither I was driven by a 
“ feries of thofe incidents which often at lea compel the 
“ navigator to feek his fafety where-ever he can, I find my- 
“ felf in diftrefc, which cannot ,be defcribed ; for which 

realbn I have thought proper to addrefs myfelf to you, 
2 “ and 
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“ and to requeft you to fend me an interpreter, and afllft- 
“ ance to condu<ft me to your port. My ftiip is a corvette, 
with near one hundred perfons on board. An anfwer, 
“ if you pleafe. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your fervant, 

« MAURICE AUGUST. BENYOWSKY.” 

“ P. S. In order that you may not be prejudiced by iiif- 
“ picions againft me, I declare to you, that having been 
chief of the confederacy of Poland, I had the misfor- 
“ tune to be made prifoner by the Rufllans, whofe fove- 
“ reign exiled me to Kamchatka, from whence I have 
“ made my efcape, by the exertion of courage and valour, 
“ with ninety-iix companions ; and in confequence there- 
“ of I am now upon the coaft of Japan, in my way to re- 
“ turn to Europe.” 

After the departure of the Japanefe, my companions, de- 
fpairing of being able to open the trade without fighting, 
requefted me to leave the harbour as foon as the wind 
fhould flacken ; to which I confented, and immediately 
got under way, with a jfavourable breeze from the nortli- 
north- weft. 

According to the report, all in good health. Under 
way, failing out of the port of Mifaqui. 

G g g 2 Saturday 
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Saturday, Auguft 6. Saw feveral thoufand fifliing 
boats, many of whofe nets we broke, not being able to 
avoid them. We continued our courfe, with all fails fet, 
the fea being calm, and a ftrong current from the fouth. 
At day-break no land nor vefl’el was in fight. 

According to the report, all in good health. Latitude 
in 32 degrees, 56 minutes; longitude in 338 degrees. 
Wind north one quarter weft ; current from the fouth ; 
courfe weft. 

Sunday, Auguft 7. Wind and weather as yefterday. 
About fun-fet, faw twenty or twenty- two veflels ftanding 
to the north- eaft. My companions being enraged at the 
dilappointment of their hopes, at our fecond anchoring 
place, requefted me to fall on thofe veflels ; but I refufed, 
as I did not mean to give the Imalleft caufe of difcontent 
to Ulikamhy ; I therefore continued my courfe, with the 
wind and tide in my favour. 

According to the report, all well. Latitude in 32 de- 
grees, 53 minutes; longitude in 336 degrees, 18 minutes. 
Wind north by eaft ; current from the fouth ; courfe 
weft. 

Monday, Auguft 8. A pleafant breeze; the fea fome- 
what irregular, and fine hot weather. Continued our 
courfe, with all fails fet, The night was clear ftar-light. 

According to the report, all in good health. Latitude 
in 32 degrees, 51 minutes ; longitude in 333 degrees, 15 
minutes. Wind north-north-eaft ; current from the fouth ; 
courfe weft. 

Tuefday, Auguft 9. Fine weather, as yefterday. About 
fun-fet we thought we faw land in the north- weft quarter. 
At midnight faw feveral headlands. At day-break, found 

ourfelves 
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ourfelves on the coaft, and the wind being in our favour, I 
determined to come to. At noon, perceiving the entrance 
of a bay, I proceeded, and anchored in eighteen fathom 
water, coarfe greenifh fand. 

According to the report, all well. Latitude in 32 de- 
grees, 45 minutes j longitude in 330 degrees, 22 minutes. 
Wind north-eaft ; current from the fouth ; courfe weft one 
quarter fouth. 

Wednefday, Auguft 10. The pofttion of the veflel not 
permitting me to fee all that happened on ftiore, I ordered 
Mr. Kuzneczow and Mr. Wynbladth, with eight aflbciates, 
to land, and endeavour to infinuate themfelves into the 
minds of the inhabitants ; but the violent reception my 
companions met with, gave me reafon to apprehend dila- 
greeable confequences ; but happily my fears were calmed, 
by the prudence of Mr. Kuzneczow, who, feeing the Ja- 
panefe determined to defend the landing, returned. After 
the arrival of the boat, and upon the afliirance that there 
was a town fttuated upon the coaft of the bay, I weighed, 
and approached within one hundred fathoms of die fhore, 
where I anchored in fix fathoms; the night favoured my 
enterprize, and at day-break we were moored before the 
town. At feven in the morning I fent Mefirs. Panow and 
Cruftiew, with Bocfarew as an interpreter, and twenty-two 
armed alfociates, having likewife mounted two pieces of ar- 
tillery in the ftiallop. 

After having dilpatched the ftiallop and the fmall boat, 
I embarked myfelf in the Japanefe yawl, which I had re- 
ceived as a prefent at Ufilpatchar, and as it was the lighteft, 
I landed firft. The Japanefe feeing us near the ftiore, pre- 
fented themfelves armed with lances and fabres, and ap- 
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peared difpofed to oppofe 6ur defcent ; but perceiving by our 
countenance that we were determined, at any rate, to land, 
they retired to a fmall diftance. When I came on fhore, I 
made figns to the Japanefe to approach, and immediately an 
old man, of a good appearance, advanced, and demanded by 
what right we had landed in their country, and whether we 
had the permiflion of Daifi ; obferving, that the Dutch 
never came on ihore without orders. I caufed him to be 
anfwered, that we were neither Hollanders nor Spaniards, 
but men, and friends, who came for water and provifions. 
Whereupon the man replied, that we ihould have provifions 
and water fent on board, but that it was neceflfary we 
fhould ourfelves go on board again. But as I declared that 
I would not quit the land before I had received provifions 
and water, the Japanefe haftened to load three boats, with 
which I went on board. Several of the Japanefe having 
come on board, began to trade with my people, and 
haftened to return again to lliore, whence they arriv- 
ed with ten other boats, laden with copper, porcelain, 
tea, fabres, filk, and gold, which they exchanged for 
furs. Thefe commercial tranfadions familiarized them 
with us, and feveral among them teftified their attachment ; 
among others, a young man faid much to me, without 
being able to make himfelf underftood ; when, being out 
of patience, he repeated, “ To Holland!, To Sindzi, Pu 
pu Tippo,” which I underftood, and in anfwer, led 
him to the guns, and faid, “ To Gollandi, pu/* To- 
wards noon the Japanefe retired. 

According to the report, all in good health. At anchor 
on the coaft of the iiland Xicoco, in the harbour of Toula. 

Thurfday, 
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Thurfday, Auguft ii. Extremly hot weather, with 
fome fhowers at intervals. About two, P. M. we heard a 
great noife on Ihore, refembling the beating of many drums, 
and foon after we perceived on fhore a quantity of men on 
horfeback, armed with lances and darts, and a ftill greater 
number on foot, who haftened on board an infinite number 
of boats. Upon this appearance, 1 immediately fent Mr. 
Panow, with Bocfarew, and eighteen aflbciates, to declare 
to the Japanefe, that I was defirous of being informed of 
their intentions, that I might receive them either as friends, 
or enemies. But they had hardly put off before I perceived 
three fmall boats rowing from the fhore, the middle one of 
which had five flags j and near fifteen flreamers. I took 
thefe for marks of diftindlion, and therefore prepared myfelf 
to falute them on their arrival. Our fmall boat at laft ac- 
cofted the Japanefe, and performed its commiflion; and 
afterwards returning with them, I faluted the Japanefe by 
a running fire of mufquetry, intermixed with the difcharge of 
fix of our great guns. This mark of politenefs was 
fufficient to have driven our vifitors back, for their fear 
was fuch, that they fell on their faces in their boats, and 
could fcarcely be perfuaded to rife by any encouragement 
of Bocfarew, who urged them to proceed. But as I 
was ignorant of all this, I gave orders to fire fix additional 
guns, at the inflant the Japanefe gentleman entered the 
fhip, which was accordingly performed. His terror at this 
noife was fo great, that he fainted away, and it was more 
than a quarter of an hour before he was able to fpeak. To 
revive his fpirits, I gave him fome Japanefe wine mixed 
with fugar, which comforted him, and reftored his cou- 
r2^e. I then caufed Mr. Bocfarew to afk what he had to 
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lay to me. He informed me, that he was Uchaymi Ma- 
mas, commander of the guard of the coaft of the king- 
dom I'ouza; and that being informed that we were 
ftrangers, who arrived in the country without orders of the 
Emperor, he was come to arreft us ; and to prove that we 
ought to obey him, he drew a large roll of paper from be- 
neath his habit, which he prefented to me. Upon this, 
pretending to be ignorant, or not to underftand what he 
laid, I received the roll, and gave it to Mr. Cruftiew, with 
orders to keep it ; at fight of which the poor devil requefted 
his paper, and pointed to his neck, to fhew me, that by loling 
his deputation, he Ihould be punifhed with death. To 
fet him at eafe, I caufed his paper to be returned ; but in- 
formed him, by my interpreter, that I efteemed his mailer, 
and fhould be his friend, as long as I Ihould be convinced 
that he was jull, but when allured of the contrary, I fhould 
defpife him. At thefe words Mimam Ihut his ears, and I 
found great difficulty in making him underftand, that he 
might think himfelf very happy that Ixlid not arreft him 
himfelf. The tone of aflurance with which he faw me 
fpeak to the interpreter, foftened him, and I feized the op- 
portunity to make him a prefent of a beaver Ikin, and fix 
fables, which he was very glad of ; and I faw him retire 
with fatisfadtion, and promifes of friendlhip. 

After his departure, being convinced that we could not 
carry on any regular commerce at this place, I weighed, 
and taking the advantage of a breeze from the northward, 
made fail, and ftood to the fouth. At day-break we law 
a velTel, on which I fired, but he would not come to, un- 
til a Ihot ftruck him. I then fent my lhallop on board, but 

we 
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we found her to be only a fifliing veffel, and let her depart 
in peace. 

According to the report, all well ; the fliip making no 
water. Latitude in 32 degrees, 15 minutes ; longitude in 
350 degrees, 16 minutes. Wind north; no current; 
courfe Ibuth. 

Friday, Auguft 1 2. Fine clear weather, and excefUve 
hot, with a moderate breeze. Doubling a cape we faw 
four barks; after which I flood for a ihort time, but as 
they dire< 9 :ed their courfe to the north- wefl, I gave up the 
chace, and flood again to the fouthward. At fix, P. M. 
few land on the ftarboard bow, at the diftance of five 
leagues, for which reafon I kept only the topfeils fet. 
About three in the morning we were fo near the more, that 
we heard the breakers ; and at day -break we few the danger 
we had happily avoided. At feven we few another land 
a-head, and as we approached if very rapidly, we few it 
very difliaftly, at ten, bearing due Ibuth, and a fmall 
illand fouth-wefl. My companions propofed to me to 
make a defcent in a bay, then in fight, and I could not 
refifl their Meilkig Iblicitations. I therefore anchored in 
twenty-tw<|Bpioms, between the fmall and the large ifland ; 
but at a very fhort diflance from the latter. Mr. Kuznec- 
zow was immediately difpatched, with eight aflbciates, and 
I lent the fhallop after him. When we had entered the 
Ibund, which we at firfl fuppofed to be a bay, the fmall boat 
paffed very near a large bark at anchor, whofe crew Ihot at 
them with arrows, and at the feme time near fixty boats put 
off from the Ihore, ib that my people were in great danger, 
1 was advifed of this by two reports of the pateraroes which 
I heard, and I immediately weighed, and proceeded to 

VoL. I. Hhh fupport 
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fupport my detachment, by entering the fotaii* I fdoa 
perceived the ftate of affairs, and ftanding towards -the great 
bark, I fired two fhots into her^ which drove all hef peo- 
ple from the deck. The ftiallop then went alon^de, and 
took poffeflion of the veflel, while, on my part, I ap- 
proached the fhore, and anchored in four fathoms and an 
half, at the diftance of half a cannon fhot off fhore, whither 
1 likewife caufed the Japanefe bark to be brought, in which 
We found fifty-fix men, four of them being mimas, or gen-^ 
tlemen ; revenue officers of the Emperor. The lading of 
the bark confifted of tobacco, fugar, lilk, varnifh, porce- 
lain, one hundred pieces of leather, fome bales of cotton 
and filk, feveral chefts of febres, belts, and other articles 
of wearing apparel. 

According to the report, two lich; the fliip making no 
water. Latitude in 30 degrees, 38 minutes; longitude 
in 329 degrees, 51 minutes. Wind north; current north- 
eaft; courfe fouth one quarter weft. 

Saturday, Auguft 13. At anchor near the ifland Taca- 
fima. I affembled the company, to decide what was beft 
to be done; and the fociety determined to^fce the lading 
of the bark on board, and quit the ifland. ^ 
gave methemoft fatisfa<ftic^ Was, that my Japanefe pafe 
fenger, who had accompanied Mr. Kuzneczow, was 
wounded by an arrow in the attack. We provoked him, 
and he declared to Bocfarew, that he fhould be very glad if 
we would kill all the prifoners, as he affured us that they 
belonged to the ifland Ximo, ^1 whole inhabitants were 
wicked, and good for notfiing. Mr. Bocferew fucceeded 
in making himfelf more blearly imderftood by him, for 
which reafon I availed myfclf of the fcrvic^s of both, to cx- 

1 amine 
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amine the officers who were prifoners. They replied, that 
they were civil officers, charged to collect the revenues of 
the ifland Tacalima, and of the ifland Nanghafaki; that 
they had entered the harbour only a moment before us, 
having feen at a diftance the chace I had made of feveral 
barks, likewife carrying officers to colled: the revenues in 
the fouthern provinces; that they had entered Tacafima 
with no other view th.an to put the inhabitants on their 
guard againft us ; and that they had only done their duty 
in attacking our people. I caufed my interpreter to anfwe|' 
them, that I apprpved their zeal, and that their want of 
fuccefs was no fault of theirs ; but that, as they were now in 
my power, I thought it proper to prevent them from doing 
me any injury, and for that reafon I fhould confine them 
till my departure. They entreated that I would not de- 
tain them, for they faid that they were ordered to repair, in 
the courfe of eight days, to the port ofVranda, to join the 
convoy, which would depart about the end of the month, 
to the number of five hundred veffels, for the port of 
Ofachta ; but when they underftood that they were no lon- 
ger permitted to hope that I would reftore their vefTel, they 
fhewed figns of the utmoft defpair. Their prayers, how- 
ever, were in vain, for my companions certainly were not 
difpofed to attend to them ; and all that I could obtain was, 
that the lives of thefe unhappy people fhould be fpared. 

At five in the evening, I fent four of them on more, to 
demand boats, that the reft might be landed ; but it was 
not till feven in the evening that fix boats came off, in which 
I fent them away, under the condu<ft of fixteen of my aflb- 
ciates. About nine I weighed, and made fail, and with 
much difficnlty (by the affiftance of the boats which towed 

Hhha us) 
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Ds) we got out of the found. As foon as we were in the opcii 
channel, we continued our courfe to the fouth-weft during 
the whole night ; and as my companions were unacquainted 
with the manner of working the bark, I was forced to tak,e 
her in tow, which impeded my courfe. For this reafon I 
determined to take her lading on board, which was done 
in the courfe of the day, after which we fcuttled and funk 
her. The cargo of this bark would have been worth three 
or four hundred thoufand livres, French money, if we had 
been in Europe. 

According to the report, one fick. Sprung a leak. 
Latitude in 30 degrees, o minutes; longitude 328 degrees, 
o minutes. Wind north ; no current; courfe fouth-weft 
by fouth. 

Sunday, Auguft 14. Exceffive hot weather. The 
leak continually increafing, demanded our exertions to pre- 
vent its confequences. After Ibme fearch, it was at laft 
difcovered that the water entered in a ftream as large as a 
man’s arm, through a cleft in the fore part of the ftiip. 
This misfortune was, no doubt, occafioned by the carelefs- 
nefs of my affociates, who, in ’’difcharging the Japanefe 
bark, and coming alongfide, had knocked the oaKum out 
of fome of the feams under water ; and as it was impoflible 
for us to remedy this misfortune^ we were extremely alarm- 
ed. At fun-fet the wind flackened, and the water became 
agitated, with a noife refembling that of a river falling into 
the fea. From fix, P. M. till noon, the pumps were kept 
conftantly at work, without beiilg able to clear the well^ 
in which we had continually three or four feet water. 

At eight, a breeze Iprung up in the north-eaft quarter, 
and the man at the maft-head called out land. Unfortu- 
nately 
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nately the (hip’s cargo was (hifted by the water fo much, 
and (he heeled to. (larboard to fuch a degree, that the 
pumps could not be worked, and the water entered upon 
the deck. In this mod deplorable (ituation, finding my- 
felf at the mouth of the (Ireight, between the two iflands, 
the diredion of which I could (ee but very confufedly in the 
night, I determined to advance with the lead going. The 
(hip foon after being fomewhat righted, I employed all my 
people in pumping and baling, for there were near five feet 
water in the hold. During this laborious bufinefs I fent 
Mr. Kuzneczowon (hore, to difcover a good anchoring 
place ; and about two in the morning he returned, with 
the news that he had found a good and commodious harbour. 
I therefore refolved to proceed to it ; and as I durd not 
fatigue the veflel by weighing the anchor, I dipt the cable, 
and dood forward under the topfails. At half pad three 
we arrived at the place Mr. Kuzneczow had pointed out. 
I found the entrance dangerous ; and perceiving the wind 
increafing, and difpofed to be dormy, I was extremely 
alarmed, and lowered down the Japanefe yawl, in which 
I went a-head with four alTociates, after having given or- 
ders that the (hip (hould (land after us with all the fail (he 
could fet. At four we had a dreadful dorm, the fea being 
all in a foam, and notwithdanding our efforts to keep a- 
Jiead, the (hip over-ran us ; and to complete our misfor- 
tune, the yawl druck on'a rock o(F the (buthern point of a 
bay, and overlet, at the didance of about two hundred fa- 
thoms from the (hore. I ufed the utmod exertions to 
reach the port by fwimming, but the fea was fo rough, 
that it was not till after the greated exertions that I reached 
the (hore, quite exhauded. I lod all recolle6lion of what 

followed, 
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followed, until I was rouzcd by my companions, who, 
having taken notice of the rock on which the yawl overfet, 
fent the fmall boat to take us up. Loginow, one of the 
people who was with me, called to them, and they at lafl: 
found me in a ftate of ftupefailion, at the foot of a tree. 
The information I received from them, that the fhip was 
at anchor in a good harbour, and that the ifland was inha- 
bited, made me forget the paft misfortune, and I prelTed 
them to return ; but underftanding that three of my affo- 
ciates were ftill wanting, I engaged them to proceed in the 
fearch of thefe unfortunate men, of whom we found one, 
named Andrcanow, alive, and the other two dead upon 
the beach. After this we embarked, almoft lifelefs, and 
went alonghde the fhip, which was at anchor in four fa- 
thom water, and fo deeply immerfed, that I determined to 
run her aground upon a land bank. At eleven, I was, by 
my own orders, carried on Ihore ; for the fatigue had ex- 
haufted me fo much, that I could not ftir any of my limbs. 
My affociates fet up a tent, while others were employed in 
unloading the cargo ; and Mr. Baturin undertook to bury 
the two people who were drowned. Plate XIV. No. 3, 
exhibits a plan of the harbour of the ifland of Ufmay Li- 
gon. 

According to the report, feven lick ; the velTel aground. 
Latitude in 29 degrees, commutes; longitude in 326 de- 
grees, 20 minutes. Wind north»-eaft ; current from the 
northward ; courfe fouth-weft one quarter fouth. 


End of Volume I. 
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